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QUIZ SHOWS OUT, ACTORS IN 





London Amusements Generally Socko 
As People Become More Show-Minded 


= 








London, July 4. 
London, experiencing a_ respite 
from Nazi bombers, is sweltering in 
one of its fiercest and most consist- 
ent heat waves In years, yet its en- 
tertainment spots go on, practically | 
oblivious, in some cases, of the ele- | 





ments. 

There are 16 shows running in the 
West End, majority playing twice | 
daily, which is around 60% of its] 
pre-war strength. Under pre-war | 
conditions most of these would have} 
been in the red and ready to shut- 
ter any day. But, although the heat 
is definitely affecting receipts, man- 
agements are far from despondent. 
They maintain people have become 
far more show-minded in the last 
two years. Besides, although grosses 
are down, takings are still yielding 
a profit in most cases. It’s true that 

(Continued on page 55) 


ITURBI BOOED 





v 
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{in ‘Hold On To Your Hats.’ 


Glorifying a Beef 





Charles MacArthur is completing 
an original play based on the court 
difficulties of George Hale and Al 
Jolson. Hale is suing the actor for 
$105,000 claiming he breached a con- 
tract calling for appearances 
throughout the 1941 theatrical season 


MacArthur wants Hale to produce 
the show, and is holding up the last 
act awaiting the final court results 
of the litigation. 





Internal Revenue Dept. 
Rules Against Tax-Free 
Benefits If via the TA. 


Washington, July 15. 
It’s reported the Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue has turned down 
the appeal of the Theatre Authority, 
via attorney Henry Jaffee, thav 











BY DELL MOB 


Philadelphia, July 15. 


More than 10,000—a season’s rec-|takes the attitude 


ord—crowded Robin Hood Dell last} from 


Thursday night (10) for an evening} 
of Wagner, Mozart, Weber-Berlioz, | 
Liszt, Stravinsky—and Benny Good- 
man, And from all appearances 
Benny Goodman was by far the| 
winnah. 


Originally skedded maestro, Jose|ruling thet the Greek Benefits, due 


Iturbi, 


called 


was missing. 
ns, Hs GRR 
appearance “Wich GOUdfuan Udneath | 
his dignity. In Iturbi’s slot was Ed- 
win McArthur. 

When Dell Manager C. David 
Hocker announced ‘tomorrow night | 
we have an unusual feature,’ he be- | 
gan, ‘Jose Iturbi will conduct 
there was a loud ‘Boo’ from all| 
parts of the amphitheatre. For more | 
than five minutes the Spanish|/ 
maestro’s name was hissed and 
razzed. Oldtime Philadelphia Or- 
chestra followers said they couldn't 
remember a similar demonstration. | 


Jesse Lasky’s Comeback 
Proves It’s the Same 
Old Hooey in Show Biz 


Old-timers in the industry got a! 
chuckle and a warm glow last week 
from the stories that filled the trade 
Papers about Jesse L. Lasky. Warner 
Bros. wanted him to make another 
picture, he was huddling with Nick 
Schenck on switching to Metro, 
United Artists was offering him a 


He had can-| 


} 
i 
| 








deal, RKO wanted him, 20th-Fox was 


__ Dna” Aan other eyrnenses 

% ye, ers FS 8 ya hots . . 
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T. A.-okayed charity benefits be 
Government-tax exempt. Reported 
that the Commissioner ruled that} 

TA, because it expends about 34% 
lof its income for administration, is 
jnot strictly in the light of being a 
| charity organization itself. Bureau 
that exemption 
admissions’ tax cannot be 
granted if: anybody profits along the 
line. 

Tax matter came to a head March 
21, seven days prior to the Greek 
War Relief benefits held March 28, 
with the Dept. of Internal Revenue 


of the gross, 
would have 


to paying TA 15% 














COOL-OFF BUSES (WITH | 
MUSIC) NO B.0. HELP) 


Toledo, July 15. 

Add reasons why boxoffice receipts 
are down: The Community Traction 
Co. is offering ‘cool-off’ rides on its 
buses and street cars each evening 
from 7 p. m. to 1 a. m., and Sunday 
from 2 p. m. to 1:10 a. m..for 15c, 
entitling the patron to ride on any 
street car or bus, and in addition, a 
number of accordionists have been 
engaged to board buses each night 
to entertain riders. 

Several buses will be equipped | 
with radios, transit company officials 
said. 





NO. 2 LAWES’ FILM BIOG 
With resignation of Warden Lewis 
E. Lawes from Sing Sing last week, 
Warner Bros. appeared to be ready- 
ing a followup on its 1933 filmiza- 
tion of his book, ‘20,000 years in Sing 
Sing.’ 











asking him to“sign nothing until he 
(Continued on page 55) 


Studio registered the label ‘My 
Life at Sing Sing’ for a future film. 





LOOKS LIKE O-, 
CYCLE ABOUT OVER 


Ad Agencies See Variety 
Shows With Pro Talent 
Coming Back—Three Fun- 
and-Music Packages Sold 
Recently Considered an 
Omen—Radio Runs Out of 
Questions 


BUDGET STRETCH? 





With the quiz show expected to go 
into eclipse on the networks in the 
coming season, ad agency talent buy- 
ers in the more important spots are 
of the opinion that the gaps will in 
most cases be filled with variety 
shows. The indications, these sources 
agree, are that the network com- 
mercial schedules for the 1941-42 
season will have almost as large a 
percentage of variety shows as pre- 
vailed in 1938, which rated as a 
pretty high year for that type of ra- 
dio entertainment. The pendulum is 
swinging back toward comics and 

(Continued on page 54) 


Selanick’s ‘V, 
And Britains 


War of Nerves 


v 





Radio Slapstick 





About the only slapstick de- 
vice that hasn’t been yet intro- 
duced on the ‘Truth or Conse- 
quence’ program (NBC-Red) is 
the tossing of an egg in an elec- 
tric fan. Participants in the 
series have already been hit with 
custard pies and dropped into a 
pool of water. 

The water prattfall occurred 
on the show’s July 5 broadcast 
and in this instance the penalty- 
taker from the audience pulled 
in Ralph Edward, m.c., with him. 


Mo cenit mimic 











Tourist Influx to N. Y. 
30% Below-World’s Fair 
Years But Up Over ’38 


Annual hot weather trek of va- 
cationing hinterlanders into Manhat- 
tan so far this season has been run- 
ning 25 to 30% below 1939 and 1940, 
figures from various checking points 
reveal. Most of the drop is said to 
result from the fact that the com- 





Using 1936-37-38 as a base, tour- 
ist travel is figured to be up about 
25%. It’s rather disappointing, how- 


theatres and myriads of other busi- 


nesses which depend heavily on 
yokel trade for their summer sup- | 
port. 

Aside from the fact that there's 


no Fair to attract ’em, holding the 





No doubt one of the most unusual 


week by David O. 
Selznick. It is ‘e @ @ —.’ That’s | 
Morse code for the letter V—three | 
dots and a dash. Selznick at the 
same time registered the labels ‘V’ 
and ‘V for Victory.’ They are all 
tied up with the British Propaganda 
Ministry’s new war of nerves cam- 
(Continued on page 25) 


registered last 


Gypsy Rose’s Aluminum 
Utensil Strip for USO) 


Detroit, July 15. 

‘Stripping for Uncle Sam, or who 
can call the kettle black’ is the latest 
act of Gypsy Rose Lee. 

Tieing up with N. Y. Mayor La 
Guardia’s campaign to collect alum- 
inum for national defense, the Bow- 
ery cafe here admitted free tonight 
any customer who had a pot or pan 
to kick in for future airplanes. 

The big fillip of the evening was 
the peeler, wearing a costume of 
aluminum utensils, who auctioned 
them off one by one to set a national 
example of stripping for action. Col- 
lection of pots and pans went to the 
defense needs; proceeds of the auc- 
tion to the USO 








defense jobs. People are making 


HAYS WANTS ‘LYDIA’ 





(OBERON) TO ATONE, 


Hollywood, July 15. 


Alexander Korda 


the Hays office over refusal to issue 
purity seal for ‘Illusions,’ retitled 
‘Lydia.’ 

Haysites demanding a_ different 


ending «so that Merle Oberon pays 
off for her indiscretions. Korda is 
fighting the order as it would mean 
several days’ re-shooting. » 





Draft Causes Jitterbugs 
To Fade; Waltz Revival 


Omaha, July 15. 

Seventy-five ballroom men organ- 
ized the first regional group Monday 
(14) at Arnold’s Park, Ia., headed by 
Carl Fox, of Clear Lake; Larry Geer, 
Fort Dodge, and Vearle Sissle, Oel- 
wein. National goal is 1,500 ball- 
rooms. 

It’s agreed swing 1s fading in favor 
of the waltz, due to the draft. Mid- 
dle-aged patrons are increasing, 


parison is made with the two years | 
that the World’s Fair was operating. | 


ever, to the niteries, sightseeing lines, | 


multitudes back are figured to be | 


is battling with | 


UA Becomes 6th Major Theatre 
Circuit in U. S.; 12 Houses Set 


Completing reversing policy, 
United Artists will shortly begin ac- 
quisition of theatres, with the ob- 
jective of forming a sixth major cir- 
cuit across the United States by fall. 
That was disclosed yesterday (Tues- 
day) by Arthur W. Kelly, UA v.p. 
}and operating chief, following his re- 
iturn to New York from confabs 
| with the company’s owners on the 

Coast. 

Negotiations are virtually com- 
plete, Kelly revealed, for the pur- 
chase or lease of the first group of 
12 houses—all first runs—within a 
few weeks. Deals at the same time 

'are being made with numerous 
| other independent circuits, UA top- 
|per declared, for the company to 
buy up controlling interests. - 

Financed wholly witnout public 
| Participation, UA will invest up to 
| $5,006,000 or $6,000,000 in theatres, 
Kelly said. He explained that this 


(Continued on page 55) 








‘DINNER ’NET 


AT $750,000 





| Completing a fine run of 92 weeks, 
|‘The Man Who Came To Dinner’ 
| finaled to capacity at the Music Box, 
N.Y., Saturday (12), standees being 
| in Friday and Saturday nights. Gross 
bettered $9,000 last week, a good fig- 
j ure at $2.20 top, scale having been 
| dropped from $3.30 some time ago. 
| Indications are that ‘Dinner,’ which 
topped the straight plays during its 
first six months, could have ne 


i no cnet — el RE Ae RR TOUR PLR LA TEA IMT DO 


New York company is estimated to 
have cleared an operating profit of 


$350,000. Two road companies, 
headed by Alexander Woollcott and 
Clifton Webb, respectively, both made 
goodly profits and the estimated 


| earnings of the three companies are 
|more than $500,000. With picture 
rights earnings included, ‘Dinner’ 
ended around $750,000 on the right 
side of the ledger. 





Pan-American Coffee 
| Series Pends on NBC 
With Mrs. Roosevelt 


NBC-Blue is still looking around 
for a spot into which to place the 
| Pan-American coffee series with Mrs. 





|'Eleanor Roosevelt. It’s a co-opera- 
tive setup with Buchanan as the 
agency. There are 11 Latin Ameri- 
lean coffee-growing countries in- 


| volved. 

| The blue also has a dicker on for 
| the services of Bob Allen and Drew 
| Pearson who were recently spon- 
sored in the U.S.A. by the Republic 
iof Brazil. 
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Frank Sullivan Radio Rib — 





A spoof on radio commercials wil 
Atlantic Monthly. 

Q. Hello, Mr. Arbuthnot. 

A. Hello, young man, 

Q. Why, yes, it does, 

A. Are you a slave to floors? 
touch? 


It’s one of Frank Suilivan’s cliche pieces. 


1 appear in the August issue of the 
It begins: 


Does exercise tie your muscles into knots? 


Are your gums sore and tender to the 


Q. Now wait a second, Mr. Arbuthnot. 


A. Do you inhale? 


Does the wrong soap rob you of a complexion like 


peaches and cream? Are you a washday wife—does washing leave you so 
‘done in’ you can’t even drag yourself to a movie? 


Q. Oh, I see, Arby. 
the radio programs. 


A. Is your loveliness hidden by dull, mousy hair? 


Shampine? You'll be amazed at the 


Q. Will my hair glisten with a new 


sible? Is Shampine entirely differen 
Does it create a rick, creamy lather? 


You’re the fellow who writes the commercials for 


Then why not try 
change. 
beauty I'd never have believed pos- 


t from any shampoo I've ever tried? 


A. Just one treatment is all that is necessary. Now then, are your finger- 


Nails alluring? 
Q. Oh, Mr. Arbuthnot, stop it! 


Have a cigar. 


A. Is it a cigar in which only the finest Havana tobacco has been blended 


with choice domestic leaf? 
Q. It is. 


It has that real Havana flavor. 


A. Does it offer everything a discriminating smoker looks for in a cigar? 
Q. It offers perfect smoking satisfaction. 





Freeze on Alien Coin by US. Shackles 
Earnings of Over o Now in Hollywood 








Hollywood, July 15. 

Financial blackout for aliens is 
Hollywood's echo of Europe’s black- 
outs. 

Upward of 50 prominent workers 
jn the industry, players, directors, 
writers and technicians, are affected 
by the frozen fund order which now 
applies to citizens of every European 
country who have come into the 
United States since April 8, 1940. In 


the aggregate, a sum close to $50,000 | 


per week is being impounded from 
salaries of pictures employees. This 
in addition to bank accounts and 
other funds padlocked as the various 
freezings took place, including the 
final and comprehensive order from 
the U. S. Treasury Dept. as of June 
14 this year, which added Sweden, 
Switzerland, Portugal, Spain and 
other states heretofore regarded as 
neutrals to the list of Axis belliger- 
ents or dominated lands. 

Among alien nationals embraced 
bv the blocked funds order are Jean 
Gabin, Jean Renoir, Albert Basser- 
man, Rene Clair, Ilona Massey, Eva 
Gabor, Carl Brisson, Arnold Press- 

(Continued on page 20) 


DAVES SUES FOR 1006 





ON FILM LIFT CHARGE devia°o""Setenicx 





Los Angeles, July 15. 
Plagiarism suit for $100,000 was 
filed here by Delmer Daves, screen 
writer, against Metro, Loew’s, Inc., 
Pandro Berman and others involved 
in the production of ‘Love Crazy.’ 


Daves charges the picture is an in- 
fringement on his own story, ‘Crazy 
About Him,’ registered with Screen 
Writers Guild in 1939. He declares 
the film contains the central theme 
and substantial parts of his yarn. 
Daves has screenplayed 30 feature 
films and is now under contract at 


Paramount. 


Ben White, writer, charges plag- 
lerism.#r $150,000 damage suit file” 
here against 20th-Fox and Darryl 
Zanuck. Plaintiff declares the film, | 
‘Johnny Apollo,’ was lifted from his | egns’ 


story, ‘When Glory Ends.’ 


Scully in N. Y.; Will Do 





Gertie Lawrence Re Ringe version of Sardou’s Vic- 





M4 


Her Hymn of Hate 





Hollywood, July 15. 
Eddie Cantor’s youngest daugh- 
ter, Janet, 14, breaks out as a 
militant composer with a dirge 
entitled, ‘Parade to Hades,’ or 
‘Hitler Funeral March.’ 
Thus far it has been played 
only for friends of the family. 


BERLIN NOW CLOSE TO 
MUSIC BOX OPERATION 


As an executor of the estate of 
Sam H. Harris, Irving: Berlin will de- 
vote himself more closely to the 
| Music Box theatre (N. Y.) operation, 
| which he, the Shuberts and Harris 
own equally. Berlin is planning a 
revue for the house, although the 














new George S. Kaufman-Edna 
| Ferber play may go in first. 
On the subject of a filmized ‘Music 
| Box Revue,’ which Grace Moore has 
been talking about, with songs by 
Berlin, the latter is first planning 
another Tin Pan Alley filmusical 
| which Frank Capra may produce for 
| United Artists, as and when Capra- 
consummate their deal with 
Berlin, mean- 
time, heads for Hollywood in two 
| weeks to sit in on ‘Hollywood Inn,’ 
| which story Elmer Rice is scripting 
for Bing Crosby, from an original 
theme by Berlin, and songs by the 
latter. This doesn’t go into work 
until late fall, however. 


‘Marta Abba to Make 
Comeback in Strawhat 


Cleveland, July 15. 
| Marta Abba, noted Italian actress 
jwho .:arried Severence Miliikin, 
|Cleveland millionaire - socialite, is 
;com:ng out-of-a three-year retire- 
j}ment to play lead role in a straw- 
hat production of Sardou’s ‘Divor- 
in late August. Legit star of 
‘Tovarich’ and a number of Piran- 








Tobias Wins His Chevron 


Hollywood, July 15. 


Warners promoted George Tobias 
to a star spot in ‘Right Shoulder 
Arms,’ following his service in ‘Ser- 
geant York.’ 

Actor starts his first solo screen 
flight July 28, with Lew Seiler di- 
recting from script by George Beatty 
and Paul Gerard Smith. 


MOSCOW FLIGHT 
STARTED BY 
INGERSOLL 


By GEORGE FROST 

A flying clergyman with high 
praise on his lips for the denizens 
of the nation’s film capital; a piano- 
playing youth readying to fly the sea 
while all-asea over his draft status; 
and a restaurant condition that is 
rapidly shaping itself into part of the 
coming city election menu con- 
fronted LaGuardia Field, N. Y., ob- 
servers this week. Meanwhile, the 
summer lull in headline travelers 
continues while the airlanes are 
filed with vacation seekers either 
bound for the hillsides where every- 
one says ‘Good Morning,’ or for New 
York. 

Transients of the week included 
Ralph Ingersoll, publisher of PM, 
who sTWAolinered to the West 
Coast to catch the China Clipper, en- 
route to Russia where he hopes to 
interview Stalin. The PM-er is said 
to be orf official business for Presi- 
dent Roosevelt, also, although he 
steadfastly maintained he had noth- 
ing up his sleeve but a pencil and a 
press card. 

Benny Goodman chose the Eastern 
Air Line route to Washington, while 
the Pan-American Clipper-trippers 
included Tomas de Rueda, manager 
of the Hotel Belmar, of Mazatlan, 
Mexico, who was off to Lisbon and 
Madrid to visit his family; and Ed- 
ward Beck, former NBC technician 
and music student, back from 
France where, among other things, 


(Continued on page 25) 


H’wood $204,436 Tops 
All Groups in USO Drive 


Hollywood, July 15. 

Film industry tops all other groups 
in contributions to the United Serv- 
ice Organizations, leading off with 
$204,436 in its first financial report. 

Figures were disclosed by William 
Wellman, chairman of the committee 
in charge of studio donations. 




















Chi Campaign 
Chicago, July 15. 

Jack Kirsch, head of Allied Thea- 
tres, and chairman of the _ local 
amusement division of the United 
Service Organization, called a meet- 
ing of leading members of the 
amusement business to discuss USO 
campaign now under way. Purposes 
and plans of the USO were outlined, 
and details of the campaign were ex- 
plained. 

Quota for the amusement division 
fo. this teiritory is $10,000, and in 
asking for cooperation of the local 
theatrical men, Kirsch pointed out 
that although in the past they had 
been called upon for favors for the 





dello plays was lured back to stage 
| by Dina Rees Evans, managing di- 
| rector of Cain Park’s 3,000-seat civic 
} summer theatre. 


comedy will be used. Miss 
| Abba herself is making an idiomatic 


Frank Scully, ex-Varrety rep on | translation of it from the French, 
the Riviera, is in New York from| With Theodore Lorz as her collab- 
Hollywood, houseguesting with, °T@t°r- 


Fanny Holtzmann, theatrical 


at-} 





torney, and will later repair to her 


Connecticut farm to work on several Al Jolson Wants Brother 


scripts. 


One of these will be a Gertrude! Harry’s Suit Thrown Out 


Lawrence biog for the Satevepost. 





' Al Jolson has applied to N. Y. sii- 


first time that actress has sanctioned, preme court to dismiss a $25,050 suit 
any such story. She’s a Holtzmann; against him by his brother, Harry 


legal client. 


YOUNG BITZER’S DEBUT 
Martha’s Vineyard, Mass., July 15. 
Eden Bitzer, six-year-old son of 
Billy Bitzer, D. W. Griffith’s camera- 
man on ‘Birth of a Nation,’ made his 
stage debut at the strawhat here last 
night (Monday) in the part of Pud 
in ‘On Borrowed Time.’ 

Urchin has been a model] for the 
last two years. 





Jolson. Al claims that Harry’s ac- 
tion is banned by the statute of limi- 
tations, and that the alleged agree- 
}ment between them was not in writ- 
ing. 

Suit says that on Feb. 16, 1934, 
Harry signed a contract with Al who 
agreed to pay him $150 weekly for 
life, provided he did not appear pro- 
fessionally on the stage. Amount 
sued for represents what Harry 
claims Al has failed to pay him. 





service men, such as the use of thea- 
tres, films, and motion picture equip- 
|ment, not to mention talent, this is 
the first time they have been asked 
|for actual cash. He suggested that 
|each make a strong individual ap- 
ipeal to associates and employees, and 
to make an effort to reach the quota 
as quickly as possible before the 
deadline, July 25. 

Co-Chairmen John Balaban, of 
Balaban & Katz, Clyde Eckhardt of 
20th Century-Fox, and Edward Sil- 
'verman of Essaness each made ap- 
/peals and cited the need for imme- 
'diate and wholehearted cooperation. 





DEL CAMPO A PILOT 


Regina, Sask., July 15. 

Manuel Del Campo, third husband 
of film actress Mary Astor, joined 
the Royal Canadian Air Force at 
Penhold, Alberta, as a pilot. He was 
a film editor. 

Arnold Bercovich, son of H. A. 
Bercovich, manager of the Rex, Re- 
gina, has joined the Royal Canadian 
Air Force. He was formerly door- 
man at the Rex. 








——--- 








THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 
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Chicago, July 15. 


This is my second week at the Chez Paree. Celebrated my birthday 


July 12. 


The gifts kept pouring in and pouring in—what am I going to 


do with 50 bottles of distilled water? 
Business great at the Chez. The other night there were two big parties 


in—Paul Smali and Romo Vincent. 
Stopping at the Seneca Hotel. 


Like the way the place is ventilated— 


they have a picture of a fan dancer on the wall. 
Saw a sign on the room clerk’s desk, “Two can live as cheaply as one’— 


providing one sleeps in the lebby. 


Spent Sunday afternoon at Edgewater Beach. Basked in the sun for 


three hours. 


Henceforth I will be known as ‘The Toast of the Town.’ 


The mosquitos at the beach are very considerable; they carry a convoy 
of fireflies, so that they can see what they are doing. They don’t want 


to bite you twice in the same place. 


Went to Arlington racetrack. Going: takes 35 minutes by train; return- 


ing, two hours by wheelbarrow. 
Broadway 
Sherman Billingsley of the Stork 


Department 
club is now serving liquor in baby 


bottles—for society playboys who never grow up. 

Moss Hart wires that he saw a play on Broadway that was so bad the 
Department of Correction booked it into the Bedford Reformatory. 

Little Jackie Heller savs, ‘If you think there’s a lot of dirt in burlesque 


—you should come to Pittsburgh.’ 
Broadway Sam is heartbroken. 


(That soots me!) 
He met a beautiful girl on the Fourth 


of July—and she made a punk out of him. 
Eddie Garr was such an admirer of the late Elsie the Cow, every time 


he eats a steak—he cries. 


Broadway Rose is summering at her island home—Welfare Island. 
Hollywoodiana 
Mickey Rooney and Lew Ayres have been teamed by Metro for ‘Andy 


Hardy Stabs Doctor Kildare.’ 


Jack Oakie went to a sneak preview of a picture that was so bad, when . 
one of the characters in the picture said, ‘Is there a doctor in the house?’ 


25 writers stood up. 


John Payne saw a strange thing on Hollywood Blvd. the other day— 


@ woman wearing a woman’s dress. 


(Slacker. ) 


RKO may kold the world premiere of the Edgar Bergen picture, ‘Look 


Who's Talking,’ in a telephone booth. 
John Barrymore says, ‘Running after women never hurt me. 


The 


trouble started when I caught up with them.’ 
Music Department 
Do you think BMI songs will bring back kazoos? 
Phil Harris, the Faye-kir, would like to hear Veronica Lake, George 
Raft and Ethel Waters sing ‘Ole Man River.’ 
Radio Department 
When an M. B. S. announcer was drafted recently ke was loyal to the 
end—while taking the oath he put in a two-minute plug for his sponsor. 
Fred Allen heard an opera singer on the air who held a note so long 


the Morris Plan sued her. 
Fitch’s Shampoo is going on 
Court of Missing Hairs.’ 


the air with a new program called ‘The 


Hangnail Descriptions 
J. Edgar Hoover: Snooperman...Phil Harris: Whadda ya hear from the 


cob?...Hedy Lamarr-Charles Boyer: 


‘Heat the People’...Richard Himber: 


Music charms the savage beast...My Mom: A Berle of great price. 
Observation Department 
Tell me who your friends are and I'll tell you who your co-makers 


will be. 


The only thing that can make a hillbilly take his clothes off is a skunk. 


Eavesdropped at the Hi-Hat Club: 
they’re written on. 


‘His ad-libs aren’t worth the paper 


Eavesdropped at the Panther Room: ‘That’s the first time I ever saw 


a face with a belt in the back.’ 


Eavesdropped at the Blackhawk: ‘While he’s taking her out, she's tak- 


ing him in.’ 


Whatever Became of ——————-? 


Moore & Mitchell 
Vine & Temple 
Honorable Mr. Wu 


Kelso Bros. 
Anna Chandler 
Irene Delroy 


Afterpiece re 
In Hollywood there’s 18 inches difference between a pat on the back 


and a kick in the pants. 





Bill (Gay 90s) Hardy’s {ED MARIN LEAVES M- 


Road Co. at Camp Upton 


Camp Upton, L. I, July 15. 
Contributions by Bill Hardy, op- 
erator of the Gay Nineties, New 
York nitery, have converted the 
newly-renovated theatre here into 


a replica of Hardy’s east side cafe. 
Among the props is an old buggy, 
which has been placed in front of 
the door. 

Irving Berlin is expected to dedi- 
cate the new theatre Friday (18) 
night. Hardy will also be on hand 
with part of his show, while the 
soldiers will put on the first of a 
series of mellers which they will 
present once a week. 

Former garage which the camp 
has been using as a theatre has been 
improved by heightening the stage 
ceiling and adding an apron, dress- 
ing rooms, p.a. system, etc. Capt. A. 
H. Rankin, morale officer, formerly 
in the film biz, supervised the 
changes. 


Pascal Clippers to Eng. 


Gabriel Pascal clippered out of 
New York last night (Tuesday) for 
Lisbon on his way to England. Pro- 
ducer expects to be away about a 
month, arranging his affairs there 
and consulting George Bernard Shaw 
on future production of GBS yarns. 

On his return Pascal will start* 
shooting in Canada on ‘The Snow 
Goose,” Paul Gallico story. Whether 
he will continue to work in Canada 
or transfer to Hollywood or London 
after that is uncertain as yet. 














AFTER 7 YEARS ON LOT 


Hollywood, July 15. 

After seven years as a director on 
the lot, Ed Marin is calling it quits 
at Metro. He handled around 30 pic- 
tures at the studio including the 
‘Maisie’ series. 

Marin couldn’t see eye-to-eye with 
the front-office on choice of pictures 
and preferred moving to another 
plant, with a deal in negotiation. 








MORE JUKE GAFFS 


Jitney and Coin-Catching Gags De- 
but in B’way Zone 








Newest jukebox device is making 
its debut in the Broadway zone. A 
spieler-operator with a microphone 
circulates among the customers who 
are invited to say something. Price 
for each ‘broadcast’ is 5c. The 
voices, either talk or sing, are re- 
corded on a sensitized steel tape 
which is immediately piayed back 
through a_§ self-contained, loud- 
speaker or amplifier. 

Another new stunt to catch small 
coins has shown up in Times Square 
drugstores, soda and lunch counters, 
etc. For a penny, a record is played 
while the customers sip or munch, 
coin slots: being placed along the 
counter at nearly every seat. 


MacMURRAY-DIETRICHER 
Hollywood, July 15. 

Paramount is lending Fred Mac- 
Murray to Columbia for top billing 
with Marlene Dietrich in ‘Miss Mad- 
den Is Willing.’ 

Mitchell Leisen directs the yarn by 
James Edward Grant. 
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U.S. Embassies to Have Press Agents 





Buc os Aices, July 15. 


Experienced newsmen, speaking the languages of the country, are 
expected to be added to the staffs of American Embassies in Buenos 


Aires, Rio de Jarieiro, Santiago, Chile; and several other capitals. 


Ma- 


jority are expected to be press-association trained, preferably with 
background on the Latin-American desks of the wire services. 

William Wieland, former editor of the Havana Post, and Charles 
Nutter, who has seen service in many parts of the globe an] is now in 


New Orleans, are reported siated for posts. 
U. S. State Department ‘for the duration,’ 


S. A. 


They’ll be ‘loaned’ to the 
according to reports from 


While many U. S. Embassies have a secretary whose job it is to look 
after press relations, none, including the largest in B. A., does any real 


press cultivation job and no propagandizing. 


Lack of such effort— 


especially in comparison with activity of the Nazi Embassies and more 
recently of the British Embassies in Latin countries—has long been a 
point for criticism by practical experts on Pan American affairs. 
Pointed out that Embassies are no longer considered suspects because 
they have a press man and send out stories. 








Duchin’s Hot Piano Intros Tea Dansant 


In Rio: Ventriloquist Yankeeisms Click 


Rio de Janeiro, July 15. 

Sunday tea dansants at the local 
Copacabana, which is strictly a 
hitery casino-restaurant, have been 
introduced with Eddy Duchin’s ad- 
vent. The Brazilians are nerts for 
the Duchinesque  pianology and 
smooth dansapation, and even Mon- 
day nights are virtual turnaways, 
hence the Sunday afternoon addi- 
tion. 

Bob Evans, ventriloquist, and the 
Merriel Abbott Dancers are the sole 
support, both U.S. talent also. 

Evans’ double-talk with the dummy 
is another surprise because it’s not 
only 100% dialog but also idiomatic 
Yanqui, but most of the smart set 
locally understands English well, 
and takes pride in ‘getting’ all the 
dummy’s ‘fresh’ talk. 

Duchin’s eight weeks end late in 
August and he and the entire band 
clipper back to America, the air pas- 
sage being part of the deal with Mu- 
sic Corp. of America. 


FROM ‘PETRIFIED’ TO 





‘FOREST’ IN 3 SUMMERS 


Lewis Howard, who was taken to 
Hollywood under contract by Uni- 
versal two years ago and has since 
played a flock of feature roles, re- 
turns in a few weeks to the scene 
of his initial professional engage- 
ment, the County theatre, Suffern, 
|. ee 

He debuted there three summers 
ago in a bit part in ‘Petrified For- 
rest... He returns in the same play, 
but in the lead. He’s now winding 
up work in the picture version of 
‘Hellzapoppin.’ 


Ruth St. Denis, At 65, 
Dances At Festival 





Springfield, Mass., July 15. 
Friday (11) Ruth St. Denis, 
danseuse, observed the 37th anni- 


versary of her appearance in ballet 
by opening the international dance 
festival at Jacob’s Pillow, Becket 
Nearly 65, she presented a program | 
including the original Oriental | 
dances which 
claim. Ted Shawn served as narra- 
tor and Alex Alexay as accompanist, 


playing a number of compositions 
written especially for Miss St. 
Denis. 

Anton Dolin and his partner, 


Alicia Markova, are sponsoring the) 


dance festival. 





‘Cradle Snatchers’ Back 
To B’way As Musical | 


. Hollywood, July 15. 
Cradle Snatchers,’ a veteran of 
Broadway, 


is coming back as a mu-} 








t 
| 
| 


| the Dark’ 





Who Said War Is——? 





Camp Upton, L.L., July 15. 

Old-timers here weré wonder- 
ing last week what this man’s 
Army had come to. There was 
no gainsaying, though, they en- 
joyed it. 

Press-agent gag had a flock of 
Conover models staging a fash- 
ion show—including sweaters— 
for the boys, with a jury of 12 
inductees selecting the ‘best- 
dressed’ gal. 








Gertie Aggravated 
By Inability to Make 
Speedy London Trip 


Gertrude Lawrence, who had her 
heart set on a trip back home to 
England, was somewhat aggravated 
sentimentally by the fact Gracie 
Fields was being expedited back to 
the homeland. However, subsequent 
advices from London are that under 
no circumstances could the British 
authorities guara._tee ‘undelayed 
transport,’ and while every endeavor 
would be made to maintain Miss 
Fields’ schedule because of her Brit- 
ish War Relief tour in the States— 
also one in Canada for the Air 
—it was hazardous. 


pany and an investment as ‘Lady in 
tied up with her welfare. 

Outside of summering at her hus- 
band’s (Richard Aldrich) place near 
Dennis, Mass., Miss 
do ‘Behold We Live’ 
in England some 
never in America. 


Aug. 
years 


ago, but 


Gracie Field’s A. C. Date 
Atlantic City, July 15. 
Gracie Fields, English comedienne, 


Wall make her first and only Atlantic! 


|City appearance for the British War 
Relief Society on Saturday, Aug. 30 
in the Atlantic City Convention Hall 

Miss Fields’ appearance comes on 
the Saturday night of the biggest 
weekend of season here—the Labor 
Day holiday. Kenneth B. Walton, 
|chairman of A. C. branch and head 


won her critical ac-| 





| 


of restaurant chain, is chairman. 


MICHAEL BARTLETT DATES 


Deal Pends for Tenor to Make Films | 


For M. J. Hoffman 
Michael Bartlett’s second 
concert season will be a busy one. 
Besides eight performances this sum- 
mer with the Cincinnati Opera Co., 


he will sing in Rio during September | 


|at the finish of the opera 
| there. 

The tenor then sings at 
Worcester Festival on Oct. 5 to 
his concert season, which will 


some 25-30 dates. A deal has 


season 


the 
start 


been 


Sical show, with Vinton Freedley! closed with M. J. Hoffman to make 


producing. 
Freedley is 
dance team of Mary Parker and | 
Billy Daniel for the leads. Piece is| 
Slated for autumn production. 





in town to set the; probably 


} will have an operatic bae 


two pictures on the Coast which will 
get under way after the 
first of the year. 

No stories are set but films 
kground. 


yet 






Force | 
Especially since | 
| Miss Lawrence has so large a com- 


Lawrence will | 
18, done | 


serious | 


have | 


VOID IN AIR PLUGS 





Grosses—Hit Songs, 


Meager Pictures 





FILM COS. ‘PATIENT’ 





The importance of radio plugging 
for filmusical excerpts has loomed 
larger in recent weeks, with the 
ASCAP-broadcasters stymie that is 
keeping celluloid tunes off the air, 
and it may be that the picture end 
of the music publishing business will 
influence a new turn in the music- 
radio ‘war.’ For one thing, the dip- 
ping grosses have pointed up, more 
than ever, the value and impgrtance 
of the song, the songwriter and the 
publisher. 

Distribution executives on the 
eastern end of the picture business 
are now recalling that an ‘I Love 
You’ put over a flopping ‘Little Jesse 
James’; that ‘Smoke Gets In Your 
Eyes’ hypoed a withering ‘Roberta’; 
that Hannah Williams took Billy 
Rose’s ‘Crazy Quilt’ out of the red, 





ing of ‘Cheerful Little Earful.’ 
|ditto the general benefit to 
| musicals, 
| exploited. 

The picture companies, 
|re-examining their 


And 
screen 
if the tunes are properly 


hence, in 
contracts with 


| ASCAP and ASCAP songsmiths, find} where author Wright set up his tent 


that they have the right to put songs | 





on the air for exploitation; have the 
contractual right for radio trailers 
|of song material; plus the right to 
exhibit them in motion picture the- 
atres and elsewhere. 

Having these rights, plus. the 
ASCAP consent decree which no 

(Continued on page 54) 





Countess Tolstoy 
Airs Her Peeve 
Vs. Picture Cos. 


Nyack, N. Y.., 

Countess Alexandra L. 
daughter of Count Leo Tolstoy, Rus- 
sia’s great novelist and playwright, 


July 15. 


H WOOD DEPLORES 


tion, Resulting in Dipping | 
It’s | 
Recalled, Have Upped! 





| 


Filmusical Tunes Held Un-) 
able to Get Proper Promo- | 


| 


| 


| 
| 





into the profit column, by her sing-| 


| 





|able and 
| the minister 


| fact that 
| loved 


Tolstoy, | 


|not portray 


| disclosed a long standing gripe with | 


| film companies who use her father’s 
| works without paying royalties. 
|named Metro’s 
|an example. Her comment came at 
an interview in connection with 
opening of Reed Farm, the new 70- 
acre project of the Tolstoy Founda- 
tion, Inc., Valley Cottage, where 
sanctuary will be given to 


fugees unable to 


Russian 
maintain them- 
selves. 

Countess Tolstoy 
(C 


spoke with some 
ontinued on page 18) 


Goldwyn’s Gehrig Pic 


Hollywood, July 15. 
Samuel Goldwyn has closed a deal 
| with Mrs. Lou Gehrig and the late 
| Yankee star’s manager, Christy 





| ball player’s career on and off the 
|diamond. Walsh will work on the 
| story and be advisor on production. 

David O. Selznick and Metro also 
sought the rights to the Gehrig saga, 
but were outbid by Goldwyn. 

‘Just Call Me Al’ 

RKO, which several weeks ago 
| registered several titles indicating in- 
| terest in a pic about former Gov- 
| ernor Alfred E. Smith, appears to be 
still hot on the ‘dea? Last week it 


| added to the labels it claims: ‘Gov- 
ernor Al Smith,’ ‘Alfred E. Smith’ | 
| and ‘The Life of Al Smith.’ 


She |} 
‘Anna Karenina’ as| 


Nos 





algic Yarns in High Favor With 


Film Producers; Eases Troubled Time 





Not All Dross 





Hollywood, July 15. 

There’s gold in the silver on 
the cutting room floor, a discov- 
ery made by one of the current 
biggies who got his start years 
ago by sweeping out studios, 
gratis, and extracting precious 
metal from strips of discarded 
celluloid. 

20th-Fox ‘mines’ $7,000 a year 
out of its cuttings. Annual sil- 
ver salvage in all the studios 
runs close to $50,000. 


Ozark Hillbillies 
Think Par’s Version 
Of ‘Shepherd’ Libelous 


St. Louis, July 15. 

The Paramount film version of 
Harold Bell Wright’s ‘Shepherd of 
the Hills’ has aroused plenty of beefs 
in Branson, Mo., an Ozark mountain 
town which is the locale for most of 
the tale, in its first showing in that 
burg last week. A one-man picket 











paraded in front of the local flicker ! 
house showing the picture bearing a| 


which 


sign read ‘Unfair to Local | 
Characters.’ Other beefs were made | 
by those who said the flicker did not 
do justice to the Ozark country and | 
its people. 

Deep in ‘Shepherd of the Hills’ 
trad#ion, Branson is between Mutton 
Hollow and Dewey Bald, and is near 


to write the yarn. Several descend- 
ants of the original characters still 
live in nearby hills. The Rev. J. E. 
Chase, pastor of the Christian 
Church in Branson, and one of those 
invited to a preview showing, de- 
clared that he considered the flicker 
the most ‘deplorable production he 
had ever seen.’ 

‘To represent those loveable old 
characters of the hills in 
picture ascribes to them is inexcus- 
merits unsparing censure,’ 
asserted. 

Pearl Spurlock, widely 
Ozark femme tax driver, 
with her beef by stating, 
mad very easy, 


known 
chipped in 
‘I don’t get 
but when I saw what 
Hollywood calls our Shepherd of the 
Hills, I was really mad.’ The main 
complaint was that in addition to the 
Uncle Ike and some oiher 
characters were omitted, it 
seemed to be the screen writers’ idea 
that a hillbilly had to be ignorant, 
ruthless and lawless. Another ob- 
jector complained ‘the picture does 
the depth of affection, 
the inherent goodness and kindness 
of the true Ozarkian, and in no man- 
ner does it tell the story of his way 
of living.’ 


STEVENS IN THREE-PIC 
DEAL AT TWO STUDIOS 


Hollywood, July 15. 
George Stevens has closed a three- 
yicture deal calling for one director- 
ial job at Metro and two producer- 
director chores at Columbia. 


First is an untitled Katherine Hep- 
burn-Spencer Tracy co-starrer on 
the Culver City lot, to be produced 


| by Joseph Mankiewicz, starting Aug. 


Walsh, for a picture to embrace the | 


is slated 
Twilight,’ 
another 


15. At Columbia, 
to produce and pilot 
a Cary Grant 


Stevens 
‘Mr. 
starrer, and 


| not yet named. 


| 


Par Player Roster At 
99° Double Last Year 


Hollywood, July 15. 
New high in contract players was 
registered at Paramount with a total 
of 99. List contains 78 under term 
pacts and 21 slated for special deals. 
Current roster contrasts with 59 at 
the same time last year. 


| 


oe 








Hollywood, July 15. 

Nostalgia is paying off plenty these 
days to those writers who are smart 
enough to turn to ‘the good old days’ 
for material. At no time in the his- 
tory of the industry have the pro- 
ducers leaped with such enthusiasm 
to other times in fashioning their 
picture menus. The war and an in- 
terversion of the national conscious- 
ness are responsible. 


Comedy, Hollywood has expected, 
would be the great boxoffice bait in 
these troubled times. Comedy is get- 
ting a fair share of producer effort. 
But nostalgia is the string upon 
which the film makers seem to be 
harping most fervently. 

With two-thirds of the world 
wallowing in war, the films now pur- 
pose to turn back the clock to days 
when people were happier, or 
thought they were. Action pictures, 
comedies, romances and mysteries 
all figure in this surge of nostalgia. 

Warners leads this parade, with 
five films being readied to capitalize 
on the escapist appeal. One of the 
year’s important productions at the 
Burbank lot is ‘Kings Row,’ from the 
best seller, which will have a large 
cast headed by Ann Sheridan, Ron- 
ald Reagan, Robert Cummings and 
James Stephenson, with Sam Wood 

(Continued on page 18) 


DOROTHY THOMPSON 
TO AIR FROM LONDON 


Dorothy Thompson is slated to 
start a series of broadcasts for NBC 
from London shortly after she ar- 
rives there next week. New York 
Post-Bell Syndicate columnist is 
skedded to hop the clipper for Lis- 





| bon tomorrow (Thursday) and pro- 


ceed immediately to London. She 
will continue writing her column 
|from abroad. She expects to be 


| away from four to six weeks. 


roles the | 


Miss Thompson also has an idea 
of going to Moscow if she can arrange 
transportation, but her agents said in 


|New York this week that that is 
highly unlikely. Writer formerly 


aired in this country for Mutual. 
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UA’s Selznick, Capra, Gordon 
And Goetz Means Plenty 0° Pix 





——— 


United Artists will probably de- 
fiver more product in 1941-42 than 
during any season in its history— | 
if its commitments are all fulfilled. | 
Operating chief Arthur Kelly, just | 
back in New York from the Coast, | 
disclosed yesterday (Tuesday) that | 
18 pictures are already set for re- 
lease. 

In addition, there will probably be 
two pictures each from David O. | 
Selznick and Frank Capra, Kelly | 
said, plus three from Ealing Studios | 
in England, two holdovers which | 
were sold on 1940-41 contracts, and | 
the product of several new pro- 
ducers. 


Kelly also revealed that Max Gor- | 
don and Harry Goetz have joined 
UA producer ranks. They will make 
a minimum of two and a maximum 
of three pix a year for three years. 
Their first film, he said, will prob- 
ably be ‘The American Way,’ from 
the legiter of a couple seasons ago. 


An important part of the role to 
be played by Gordon and Goetz will 
be as legit producers, however, as- 
serted the UA head. They will give 
UA ‘an avenue right to Broadway’ 
for acquiring and financing large- 
scale legiters, said Kelly. 


Gordon-Goetz, he explained, will 
also stage legiters for other UA pro- 
ducers. For instance, should Alex- 
ander Korda have a film property 
which he would first like to have put 
on Broadway as a legit, he will 
make arrangements with Goetz and 
Gordon to put it on for him and par- 
ticipate in it. 

Selznick-Capra All Set 

Deal by which Selznick and Capra 
become producer-owners of UA is} 
all set, Kelly said, with signing time 
hinging principally on arrival of the 
participants on the Coast. The two 
producers are now on their way 
west, but UA’s attorney, Edward C. 
Raftery, is tied up in the Crescent | 
anti-trust case in Nashville. If he 
can’t get away in a couple days, 
however, Kelly said Loyd Wright 
will take over and act for the com- 
pany. 

Sol Lesser has not been released 
from his contract with UA, Kelly 
stressed, despite his acceptance of 
production exec post at RKO. Lesser 
still has four pictures to deliver to 
UA including ‘Strange Victory,’ 


j 
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CLOSER CO-OP 


UA ERECTING THEATRE, 
DANCERY IN SO. AFRICA 


Hollywood, July 15. | 
Erection of a combination theatre, 
dance hall and restaurant in Cape 


Town, South Africa, was author- 
ized by United Artists at a meeting 
of company owner-members here, 
prior to the departure of Arthur 
Kelly, chief of world-wide opera- 
tions, to take part in other UA fi- 
nancial problems in New York. 

Main question is the status of the 
David O. Selznick-Frank Capra deal 
for member-ownership in the com- 
pany. Contracts for a 10-year agree- 
ment are expected to be signed when 
Kelly returns this week. 











BETWEEN ARMY 
AND PIX 


Hollywood, July 15. 

First of series of meetings to weld 
closer relationship between the army 
and the film industry was held yes- 
terday (Monday), with Maj. Gen. 
Robert Richardson, chief public re- 
lations officer of the army, here from 
Washington to put his suggestions 
before studio heads. 

Full cooperation was promised all 
around and the nature of the com- 
plete program will be divulged after 
Gen. Richardson has made the stu- 
dio rounds and conferred with vari- 
ous executives associated with in- 
dustry leadership in the country’s 
defense program. 


REPUBLIC GETS BID TO 
JOIN PRODUCERS ASS'N 


Hollywood, July 15. 
Republic, the largest independent 














now in production), said the UA 
chieftain, and ‘anyone with a UA 
contract has to provide a good rea- 
son for not fulfilling it.’ 

On the Ealing deal, Kelly said that 
UA had agreed to kandle worldwide 
distribution—outside of the U. S— 
on eight pictures. Of these it has 


its choice of any three for distribu- | 


tion in this country. First one will 
be ‘Ships With Wings,’ ‘starring’ the 
British aircraft carrier Ark Royal, 
many times claimed by the Nazis 
to have been sunk. 
Gordon-Goetz 

Gordon and Goetz have both re- 
cently been working for Columbia, 
producing separately (Goetz in asso- 
ciation with Gregory Ratoff), but 
having a financial stake in each oth- 
ers product. Kelly said they are 
now free to come to UA, and will 





| company in the film industry, has 
been invited to become a member of 
| the Association of Motion Picture 
Producers, composed entirely of ma- 
jor companies 


Studio is expected to accept. since | 


company executives have already 
| been participating in labor matters 
| and other problems of the associa- 
tion. 


Par Slate Reelected 


All Paramount officers were unan- 
| imously reelected for a period of one 
year at a special meeting of the 
| board of directors Thursday (10). It 
, was the organization session of the 
| new board named at the stockhold- 
| ers’ meeting last month. 

Officers reelecied are Barney Bala- 











Hammond, Ex-Aide To 
Macgowan, 20th Producer 


Hollywood, July 15. 
Len Hammond, former assistant to 
Kenneth Macgowan at 20th-Fox, was 
named associate producer on ‘Swamp 
Water’ and ‘Confirm or Deny.’ 


Jean Renoir directs ‘Swamp,’ 
which went into work yesterday 
(Mon.). ‘Confirm’ rolls Aug. 4, with 


the pilot still unselected. 


Defense’s Night 
Shifts No Help 
To B.0.—Golden 


Washington, July 15. 

Night shifts in industry, though 
employment rises naturally boost 
general purchasing power, are prob- 
ably one of the factors behind un- 
satisfactory film theatre patronage, 
in the view of Nathan D. Golden, 
head of the U. S. Commerce Dept. 
motion pictures division, 


Back from the exhibitors’ meeting 
in Hollywood, Golden commented 
Saturday (12) on the squarks of 
theatre managers about the poor 
volume of business. Although sea- 
sonal factors should be considered 
and attendance normally falls with 
the approach of hot weather and 
later sunsets, Golden remarked that 
increased industrial activity requir- 
ing many persons to work nights un- 
doubtedly is ‘a contributing factor’ 
in recent boxoffice slumps. 

The disheartening dive just prior 
to the Fourth of July weekend prob- 
ably was a low point for the season, 
the Commerce Dept. expert cheered. 
Attendance should mount now that 
the corner has been turned. 

Though it has some disadvantage- 
ous angles, the defense program can 
be cultivated to the eventual profit 
of the film industry, Golden said. As 
he suggested at the Hollywood con- 
clave, Golden thinks exhibs can at- 
tract a large percentage of the 30,- 
000,000 persons who seldom catch 
|pictures through cooperation with 
the schools and camps of the military 
establishment. Furnishing selected 
pictures at nominal charge would 
build goodwill and arouse a latent 
desire for screen entertainment. 

Film industry activity in connec- 
tion with defense efforts drew kudos 
from the Commerce Department of- 
ficial. Not only are instructional 
films being turned out at cost, but 
the industry is doing a fine job in 
providing stars for entertainment 








Important Copyright Decision Will 
Save Literati Fees; 20ths Test 





IN SHAKEUP AT MONO 


Hollywood, July 15. 


Shakeup in the Monogram outfit 
resulted in the appointment of Trem 
Carr as executive director in charge 
of production. Other new  ap- 
pointees are J. P. Friedhoff, comp- 
troller and assistant treasurer, and 
Norton V. Ritchey, v.p. in charge of 
foreign distribution. 

New board of directors consists of 
W. Ray Johnston, Carr, Howard 
Stubbins, Mel Huling, Herman Rif- 





kin, John Mangham, Charles 
Trampe, Steve Broidy and Ray 
Young. 





WAR STIMULUS 
UPS CANADA 
PIX BIZ 


Montreal, July 15. 


War stimulation of business in the 
Dominion is reflected in receipts and 
admissions of moving picture houses 
throughout Canada during 1940 in 
statement jist issued by the Cana- 
dian Bureau of Statistics. Receipts 
were second highest on record since 
1930. Number of picture houses in 
Canada rose from 1,186 in 1939 to 
1,226 last year. Currently they will 
not show much increase on latter 
figures since government has de- 
creed that money shall not hence- 
forward be diverted to building of 





TREM CARR PROD. CHIEF. 





picture theatres during duration of 
war. 

Receipts for 1940 totalled $37,698,- | 
000 against $34,010,000 in 1939, up 
11%. Admissions were 150,812,000 
against 138,497,000, up 9%. Standout 
betterment is shown by Halifax, 
N. S., where a huge new"war (army, 
navy and air) increment has nearly 
doubled the population. Here ad- 
missions are up 38% for 1940 and 
receipts up 48%. Returns as to re- 
ceipts are exclusive of provincial 
amusement taxes. 

Ontario led the nine provinces of 
Canada last year 
ceived, with Quebec Province sec- 
ond. 





tours. 


Discussing film matters in general, | 
Golden said 








robably make one pictur ; : 
- start on pie ase = the pooh ban, president; Adolph Zukor, chair- 
season's release. Goetz was former- | ™@” of board; Stanton Griffis, chair- 
ly associated with UA via a partner- | ™an of executive committee; Y. Frank 
ship in Reliance Pictures with UA | Freeman, Austin C. Keough, Neil F. 
producer Edward Small. | Agnew, John W. Hicks, Jr., and 

Gordon-Goetz in addition to their | Henry Ginsberg, vice-presidents; 


Columbia activity, also had a com-| Walter B. Cokell, treasurer; Austin | 


mitment for a film to RKO, but have | C. Keough, secretary;. Fred Mohr- 
been released, Kelly said. They were | hardt, comptroller; 
to make ‘American Way,’ of which 
they were principal producers of the | ant secretaries. 
legiter. RKO paid $250,000 for film | —— — 
rights to the patriotic property. | filming that legiter for some time, 
Kelly said arrangements are being | Kelly said. 
negotiated for acquisition of the| Eighteen 1941-42 pictures set so 
rights from RKO, under which that tar were fisted by Kelly as: ‘New 
studio would participate in the | Wine’ (Sekely), ‘Lydia’ and ‘Jungle 
profits. Gordon and Goetz will do Book’ (Korda), ‘Sundown,’ ‘Eagle 
all of their own financing, Kelly said, | Squadron,’ ‘To Be or Not to Be’ (di- 
with the company not providing any rected by Ernst Lubitsch) and a 
coin. | western on the type of ‘Stage Coach’ 
One more new producer is under | (Wanger), ‘International Lady, 
consideration, UA operating head ;“Twin Beds,’ ‘Annie Rooney’ (with 
declared, for addition to the com- | Shirley Temple), ‘Heliotrope’ and 
pany’s ranks. He refused to name | ‘My Official Wife’ (Small), ‘The Mat- 
him: ing Call’ (Loew-Lewin), ‘A Man’s 
Capra has one story in mind, said; Man’ (Rowland), ‘Shanghai Gesture’ 
Kelly, but it couldn't be named,/| (Pressburger), ‘Major Barbara’ and 
while Selznick has developed an en-| ‘Snow Goose’ (Pascal), “Three Cock- 
tirely new original—about which|eyed Sailors’ (British-made). 











. 


Jorman Collyer, | 
Jacob H. Karp, Frank Meyer, assist- | 


Kelly was very mysterious—which 
will probably be made first. Yarn 
is ‘V for Victory’ (see story on 
Page 1). ‘Jane Eyre’ is being held 
up because it too closely resembles 
*“Rebecca,’ while road company tours 


In addition there will be ‘Corsican 
Brothers’ (Small) dnd ‘Strange Vic- 
tory’ (Lesser) sold in 1940-41, but to 
be delivered during the coming sea- 
son. There are also the three Ealing 
pictures, plus 10 ‘streamliners’ from 





ef ‘Claudia’ will prevent Selznick’s 


— ae ~ * Ged, 


Hal Roach. 


nicians on the West Coast due to de-| 
fense demands is not particularly | 
| difficult and pointed out that studio 
;employment is at its highest level 
with the rush to finish films before 
the new booking season and the ef- 
|fect of the new selling scheme. 








Hays Office Must Stand 
Trial on Criterion Suit 





Los Angeles, July 15. 

Criterion Pictures won a technical 
| point in its $1,500,000 damage suit 
| against Motion Picture Producers & 
Distributors Association when Judge 
Jenney in U. S. district court denied 
a motion by the defendants to dis- 
miss the action. 

| Complaint involves the picture, 
‘Damaged Goods,’ which was denied 
a purity seal by the Hays office. Suit 
, charges undue influence by several 
major studios. Plaintiff points out 
that ‘Dr. Ehrlich’s Magic Bullet’ was 
permitted on the screen although it 
dealt with the same subject, social 
disease. 








Merle Oberon’s N.Y. Sked 


Merle Oberon will arrive in New 
York on Friday (18) for a week’s 
stay, following her guest appearance 
on ‘Housewarming,’ radio show with 
Benny Goodman, originating for the 
NBC web from the Goodman (no re- 
lation) theatre, Chicago, tomorrow 
(Thursday). 

Miss Oberon goes to Chicago from 
Hollywood, where she just wound up 
work in Alexander Korda’s ther 
husband) proguction of ‘Lydia.’ 
She'll restrict herself to vacationing 
and press interviews while in New 


showed a gain of $2,000,000 to $17,- 


331,000. 


Only province to show a 


to $2,001,000. 





L. A. TO N. Y. 


Heagan Bayles. 
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Barbara Brewster. 
Teddy Carr. 
Samuel Goldwyn. 
Monroe Greenthal. 
Mann Holiner. 
Paul Hollister, 





in revenues a 


Receipts in Quebec were up| 
from $7,033,000 to $7,473,000. Ontario | 


the shortage of tech..| decline was Alberta from $2,014,000 | 


|such clampdown 


Washington, July 15. 

Serial stories and other continuing 
material published in installments 
can be copyrighted in single batches 
under an important District of Co- 
lumbia Court of Appeals ruling in a 
tiff between 20th-Fox and the U. S. 
Copyright Office. 


Issuance of a mandamus, directing 
Registrar, Clement L. Bouve to grant 
one copyright certificate for collected 
installments of ‘In Old Chicago,’ wes 
upheld by a three-judge panel in an 
opinion by Associate Justice Justin 
Miller, declaring the registrar 
seemed motivated by a desire to col- 
lect largest possible number of $2 
registration fees. 

Effect of the decision is that comic 
Strips, series of articles, fiction in- 
stallments and such material may be 
assembled in book form and pro- 
tected by only one application. 
Registrar previously refused to grant 
certificate until application was made 
for each installment of the script 
released for newspaper publication. 

“We see no reason to assume a re- 
quirement of separate registration 
as applied to the facts of the present 
case merely because the book which 
was deposited revealed on its face 
that the material was to be used in 
serialized form. Many books are re- 
published as serials and no reason 
appears for penalizing a publisher 
on account of his foresight in antici- 
pating such republications, It might 
as well be contended that separating 
a book into chapters should declare 
separate registration of each,’ the 
court declared. 


NEWSREELERS ASK U.S. 
EASE-UP ON ICELAND 


Newsreel offices in N. Y. are mak- 
ing representations in Washington in 
an effort to change the rigid censor- 
ship rules laid down regarding U. S. 
military occupation of Iceland. All 
American reels have been barred 
from sending camera crews to Ice- 
land in President Roosevelt's deci- 
sion to keep American newsp2per- 
men and news syndicate photogra- 
phers from the northern island 
country. Basis for request that the 
newsreels be permitted to take pic- 
tures is that they were not even 
mentioned by Stephen Early in his 
statement that representatives of 
three major press services and news 
syndicate cameramen might be al- 
lowed later to proceed to Iceland. 

Roosevelt’s ruling, announced late 
last week, is that news men must 
stay out of Iceland until the occupa- 
tion of the island by U. S. forces 1s 
completed. Early explained that the 
President felt ‘for the time being 
that it is purely a military program.’ 

Basis for newsreelers’ objection to 
is that a virtual, 








| complete censorship on all army and 


navy subjects in U. S. exists already 
today. Consequently, any material 
photographed on Iceland would have 
to go through military hands before 
being released by the newsreels. 





Some newsreel executives are 
hoping that the Iceland problem may 
result in a voluntary censorship be- 
ing set up, whereby newsreel crews 
would be given certain credentials 
and submit an unfinished ‘purple’ 
print of every military story to Gov- 


Carol Irwin, 

Arthur W. Kelly. 

Milton Krasner, 

Helen Lewis. 

Harpo Marx. = 
Max Milder. 

Harry Ommerle. 


Bill Ravnor. | ernment censor executives before re- 
Tom Revere. leasing it. Such a plan has been un- 
Royer. der consideration but never has been 


Frank Seltzer. 
Edgar Selwyn. 
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N. Y. TO L. A. 


Ray Collins. 
Sandra Gould. 
Rosalind Ivan. 

Mrs. Victor Mature. 
David O. Selznick. 
Jules C. Stein. 
Monty Woolley. 


officially put into operation. 


Hedy Puts Bite on Leo 


Hollywood, July 15. 

Hedy Lamarr is back on the 
Metro payroll after a suspension of 
several weeks due to salary differ- 
ences. 

Understood the actress got a sub- 
stantial increase and is reading the 
script of ‘H. M. Pulham, Esq.’ 

















ARRIVALS 


(At the Port of New York) 
Mr. and Mrs. Hugo del Carill, Mr. 
and Mrs, Paul Draper’ (Heidi 


Coupla Balls of Fire 


Hollywood, July 15. 
‘Ball of Fire,’ once titled ‘The 


Vosseler). 





SAILINGS 


July 18 (Rio de Janeiro to New 
York) Maribel Vinson, Guy Owen 








York. 


(Brazil). 





Professor and the Burlesque Queen.’ 
goes into work Aug. 1 with Gary 
Cooper and Barbara Stanwyck co- 
starring. 

Howard Hawks directs the Sam- 
uel Goldwyn production, screen- 
played by Charles Brackett and 
Billy Wilder. 
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FILM BIZ BY DECREE 





After a battle within the film trade which has extended over 
a long period of years, blind-selling and blockbooking have 
pi assed as trade, practices and a new and wholly untried system 
of licensing films for exhibition in theatres comes into opera- 


tion. 


The new plan requires the five major companies—Metro, 


Paramount, Warners, 20th-Fox and RKO—to ‘show’ their pic- 
tures in all key centers prior to negotiating any actual contracts 


for theatre engagements. 


The rules are contained in the Con- 


sent Decree by which the U.S. Government permitted the major 
film concerns for a trial period of three years to retain control 
over their affiliated circuits of theatres in return for agreeing 
to abolish seasonal program selling. Groups of feature pictures 
available for sale are now limited to five films. 


Starting on this page of Variety, extensive reports from 
numerous cities furnish an accurate and impartial cross-section 
of the exhibitor reaction to the new order of business, brought 
about chiefly by organized pressure groups among themselves 
that carried the alleged monopolistic complaints to the Depart- 


ment of Justice. 


Measured in terms of exhibitor attendance at 
the initial trade showings, the innovation is a ‘bust.’ 


Viewed, 


however, in the light of the future internal workings of produc- 
tion, distribution and exhibition, the new plan is revolutionary. 


In a business where enthusiasm, anticipation and eagerness 
play so great a part in creating the commercial values, the 
tradeshowings so far held, and those immediately to follow, 
have been inaugurated with an air of phlegmatic compliance 
with a legal requirement, rather than as something new, dif- 
ferent and startling as an industry plan. 


The substance of distributor attitude seems to be, ‘Here they 


are; come and see them if 
theatre-customer, 


you 
sitting with a small group in some large 


wish.’ And the prospective 


theatre auditorium, or crushed in a packed exchange projection 


room, says to himself, 


‘Are these the pictures that are going 
to keep me in business another 
at films for several hours three or four days 


if I have to look 
a week, how am I 


year? 


And, 


going to find time to run my theatre? 


Crux of the matter is that any picture first screened in a pro- 
jection room, or a private theatre showing, is at a damning dis- 
advantage, except when viewed by men who by training and 
long experience can mentally furnish the essential of audience 


reaction. 


And not one person in a thousand is capable to place 


any accurate boxoffice value on a film presented under such 


dour circumstances, 





It is because of its showmanship background over a third of 


a century that Variety, 


with modest self-assurance, 


projects 


its film reviewing service to the fore as a reliable and depend- 
able agency to assist both sellers and buyers. 





Tradeshow Film Reviewing Racket, 


A la Tipster Service, in M’'waukee? 





Milwaukee, July 15. 


Nipping in the bud a projected |a mandatory 


racket born out of the tradeshow re- 
quirements of the Consent Decree, 


the board of directors of the Inde- | 


pendent Theatre Protective Associa- 
tion of Wisconsin and Northern 
Michigan adopted plans at a meet- 


ing here Friday (11) to protect ex- | 


hibitors throurhout the territory and 
at the same time provide them with 
a service that will nullify some of 
the objections to the new system of 
film puying and booking being inau- 
gurated this week. 

During the past coupla weeks a 
number of exhibs in this area have 
been approached by promoters seek- 
ing to sell subscriptions to a confi- 
dential reviewing service. It was 
explained to the theatre men that 
under the proposed plan, they 
would not have to go to the trouble 
or expense of previewing any film 
in the future; tradeshows would be 
covered fully by the promoters and 
they would supply the exhibs with 
secret reports giving them the real 
lowdown on all product shown. It 
didn’t sound 100% to the showmen, 
who saw in the idea an opportunity 
for the promotors to shake down the 
producers as well as themselv es, and 
they still wouldn’t have a true pic- 
ture of film product. 

An emergency meeting of the indie 
board of directors was called and 
this is the course of action they de- 

ided upon: 

Formation of a screening commit- 


| association members only. 
the recipient will | 


| munities, 


tee of seven members who will have 
job of attending all 
The names of this com- 
be a secret, and each 
member will write a candid review 
of every picture, following an out- 
lined form designed to cover all con- 
| tingencies. Each review will be 


| tradeshows, 
| mittee wiil 


signed by a letter of the alphabet, a 
combination of letters or a number, 
which will be the only means of 
identifying the writer. This secrecy 
will prevent any member of the 
committee being put on the spot, 
either by producers, exchange men 


or other exhibs. 

These reviews 
mediately following every t 
show and sent out at once from as- 
sociation offices. The first set of re- 
ports will go out at the end of the 
current week to every exhib in the 
territory, so all may see what is 
being done; after this they will go to 
After the 
first few reviews, 
know from the signature which re- 
views’ work best covers the picture 
for his particular locality—first runs, 
nabes, city, suburban or rural com- 
and thus learn to depend 
upon them for his guidance in buy- 
ing. 

Every member of the reviewing 
committee is a bona fide exhibitor of 
established standing and reputation, 


|and their analyses of new films will 


will be written im- | 


UKEWARM TO TRADESHOWS 





EVEN THE EXHIBS 
AWAIT A FILM 


Variety’s National Survey of 
Exhibitor Reaction to 
Tradeshowings in Sundry 
Exchange Cities—Main 
Gripe Is That They’re 
Time-Devouring and Too 
Costly for the Average 
Theatre Owner 








JURY STILL OUT 





Varied and plentiful were the rea- 
sons contributed by exhibs this week 


from the trade screenings for which 
they have so long battled. To most 


of them it was too much trouble to 
get to the theatres where the pic- 
tures were being shown, with the 
result that just 43 exhibs or their 
reps turned out Monday (14) for the 
initial tradeshow in the matropoliten 
New York area. 

It was the same all over. From 
Hollywood, Albany, Atlanta, Boston, 
Buffalo and the 25 other exchange 
centers in which the screenings were 
held came reports of complete in- 
difference by exhibs to the shows. 
Hollywood had 15 theatremen pres- 


ent, Atlanta 12, other cities similar 
inconsequential exhibitor represen- 
tation on the initial days of the 
tradeshows. 


Although the I-told-you-so’s among 
distributors were plentiful, the mea- 
ger turnouts at the screenings were 
sorely disappointing to the industry 
in general and to RKO and Metro 
in particular, for they had t-ken 
over large houses for the showings 
of ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), ‘Para- 
chute Battalion’ (RKO), ‘Devil and 
Daniel Webster’ (new title: ‘Here Is 
a Man’) (RKO) and ‘Father Takes a 
Wife’ (RKO). 

100 in 1,900-Seat House 


For its New York screening, RKO | 
occupied the 1,900-seat Broadway 
theatre. Fewer than 100 were jn the 
house altogether on Monday (14), 
more than half of them being trade- 
paper reviewers, exchange em- 
ployees, home-office help and pub- 
licity men, Only five of the exhibs 
were from out-of-town and all but 
one had come to New York primar- 
ily to do their booking and not to at- 
tend the screening. 

Even exhibs’ wives, daughters and 
Aunt Minnies, who usually show up 
in profusion for preview screenings, 
were notable by their absence. Re- 
sult was a dismal and unresponsive 
audience that would have had 
trouble swallowing even a lot more 
delectable morsel than was offered. 

The little band of lonely specta- 
tors grouped together midst the vast 
expanses of empty seats definitely 





|films. Lack of attendance, however, | 
is in line with experience in Eng- 
land, where the advance shows are 


| 
ade- | 


their friends to make it look like a} 
| crowd. 
Curiosity Draw 
Most of the exhibs and circuit buy- 


fers at the New 
| mitted it 


proved one thing—that the projec- 
tion room is the place for trade- 
screening all but the most important 


padded with newspaper 


York screening 
was physically impossible 
picture and 


for them to see every 


| that they had just come to the first 


to get a gander of what the screen- 

ings are to be like. 

had the same intentions as Arthur 
(Continued on page 24) 


for their absence in untold droves. 


people and | 


ad- | 


Many of them | 


+ 


To England But 


Film Biz Sends Its Full Line 


Only Gets Back 


33% Revenue —Industry Beef 





0’Connor’s Ist U Visit 


Hollywood, July 15. 
John O’Connor, Universal vice- 
president and aide to Nate Blum- 
berg, is here on his first visit to the 





Product sessions get 
with the arrivai today (Tuesday) of 
Bill Scully, sales chief. 


MOVE TO EASE 
OVERLAPPING 
SCREENINGS 


Although the Hays office has not 
been asked to work out a system 
of trade screenings for all five major 
companies under the Consent De-| 
cree, which would simplify the na- 
tionwide lineup, it is understood 
that the five majorg will get to- 
gether shortly on some such ar- 
rangement. Reason for seeking such 








flicting dates in the future and a 
system of allocating dates appears 
essential. 


For the first screenings, Metro 
announced its group dates and/| 
places, with the other four dis- 


tributors having to pick up the re- 
maining spots left open. Such con- 
flicts, if they occur in the future, 
might be deemed in violation of 
the Consent Decree which seeks to 
give each exhibitor a reasonable 
time in which to view new product. 
For the large New York City area, 
with its thousands of exhibitors, 
the choice of sites for screenings in 
| N.Y. have proved a headache for all 
| five companies the first time 
Metro 
using the Astor 
theatre, while RKO has taken ad- 
vantage of another two-a-day house 
| by using the Broadway for its in- 
itial showings. Other companies are 
not so fortunately situated. 
Paramount has decided to use the 
Normandie on East 53d street near 





Madison, which has a seating ca- 
pacity of several hundred. Not 
known but understood that 20th- 
Fox may employ its large air-con- 
ditioned h.o. projection room. The 
same looms for Warner Bros., al- 
though this company has not set 
|the dates for its first Consent De- 
| cree group. Both of these com- 
| panies’ projection rooms seat 100 
lor more. 





SEE THURMAN ARNOLD 
AS NEXT U.S. ATTY.-GEN'L 





Thurman Arnold, head of the anti- 
trust activities of the U.S 
general’s office, is 
the next attorney-general if 
to advices received in picture circles 
ithis week. 

| Because of his trust-busting proc- 
livities which included bringing the 
|anti-trust action against major film 
| companies that wound up with the 
| sweeping Consent Decree, Arnold is 
| regarded in film circles as ‘difficult’. 


attorney- 
slated to become 


acct 














First ‘Consent Decree Film Reviews 





The first of the Tradeshown reviews of 1941-42 film product, to be 


released after Sept. 1, appear on P. 


8 of this issue. They include three 


RKO films and one Metro eee 





be issued solely as an association | 
service and at no extra cost to mem- | 
} v4] } 
bers. 


Of the RKO’s initial block-of 
viewed in Variety on April 16, 
exhibitor, appears boxed on P. 8 


-five, 
"41, 


‘Citizen Kane’ was originally re- 


and the capsule opinion, for the 


studio since assuming his new post. | 
under way | 


action is that there is danger of con- | 


out. | 
has solved the problem by | 
(Loew-operated) | 


+ 
+ 


Although Alan Steyne, attache of 
the U. S. embassy in London, hud- 
dled with the Hays office directors 
and subsequently with foreign man- 
agers regarding the U. S. distribu- 
tors’ frozen coin situation in Great 
Britain, foreign chiefs gained the 
impression that not much progress 
| would be made in dislodging frozen 
money until new tactics are adopted 
| by American film companies. 
Whether this unfreezing can be ob- 


tained through routine State Dept. 
| channels or will have to emanate 
from department heads was not 
clear although several foreign sales 
chiefs are convinced it must come 
via direct word from Washington. 
Important angles developed in dis- 
cussions last week are that the 
American film companies are im- 
porting 100% of their full product 
line to England and receiving only 
one-third of the revenue realized on 
these pictures. It was pointed out 
that U. S. distributors agreed to send 
in their. normal product lineup be- 
cause of the urgent need for screen 
entertainment ih Britain. The Brit- 
ish are practically without motor 
| cars, have a reduced lineup of stage 








| entertainment, hence must lean 
| heavily on motion pictures for 

amusement. Also the faet that a 
| 


large number of the residents are 
| away from home makes this situation 
| doubly vital. 
Can’t Re-Invest 
| The British are permitting Ameri- 
can companies to use a portion of 
| their frozen funds on British quota 
| production and in paying off loans 
| up to a certain level. None is al- 
lowed to go into theatre properties, 
| however, up to the present time. 
The American film business is the 
only industry, excepting those send- 
ing in war material which is shipping 
its full line of goods to Great Britain, 
and has since the war started. 
| Attitude of many foreign mana- 
gers, expressed on the quiet, is they 
are being unduly handicapped by the 
present coin freeze, at present par- 
ticularly since they have played ball 
with the British government desires 
and demands during the war period, 
They realize that there was a short- 
age of dollar exchange in Britain 
|} at one time but that this situation 
has been considerably alleviated by 
the lease-lend bill. Several foreign 
chiefs feel that with the U. S. send- 
ing billions in supplies and credits to 


England, they should get the same 
consideration as many other lines 
of business in getting accumulated 


revenue from the mritieh Asles 


PAR THAWED SOME COIN 
| IN NASSAU LOCATION 


Shooting of ‘Ben Passage’ in 
issau and adja ce ri I slands 
tead of Floridz originally in- 
tended. fon oy by the term, 
‘frozen credits. Paramount used 
about $80,000 of its money, impound- 
ed in England since the beginning of 
the war, to pay travel and location 
expenses of the cast and crew in the 
Bahamas, which are British pos- 
sessions controlled financially by the 
Bank of England where millions in 
Hollywood money is iced. 

Salaries were paid by the studio 

i but all other costs were charged 


against the cold cash in London 





_ Agency Decisions Actor 


| Los a iain July 15. 

| Famous Artists Agency (Feldrnan- 
| Blum) filed suit in Superior Court 

| | fo r confirmaticn of an arbitration 


| board award of $5,600 against Arthur 


| Lake, actor. 

PI: it tiffs cle’ they are entitled 
lto that amount for their services in 
| placing the p-*-r in picture and ra- 
dio jot 
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20th-Fox Sales Meet on Coast (16-19) 
Draws 400 From All Over Country 





Los Angeles, July 15. 

More than 400 delegates from the 
field, home offices and 37 exchanges 
in the United States and Canada ar- 
rive here today (Tues.) to attend the 
20th-Fox annual sales convention be- 
ginning tomorrow (16) at the Am- 
bassador hotel for a three-day pow-| 
wow highlighted by outlines of com- 
pany product, sales plans under the 
Consent Decree and an analysis of | 
pictures now being turned out at the 


studios. 

Convention talks to be delivered 
by Joseph M. Schenck, Darryl F. 
Zanuck, Herman Wobber and other 
company execs will deal with the 
50 pictures to be delivered during 
the 1941-42 season and methods of 
operation under the consent. Rushes 
of unfinished films as well as sev-| 
eral completed pictures will be 
shown at the theatre in the Am- 
bassador hotel, with visits to the 
20th studio Friday (18) and division- 
al meetings to discuss next year’s 
policy in greater detail also are 
scheduled. 

Wobber, general manager in 
charge of distribution, comes down 
from San Francisco to speak on sales 
and announce groups of pictures to 
be offered. Zanuck will talk on stu- 
dio production at the luncheon to- 
morrow (Wed.) in the Ambassador’s 
Fiesta Room when most of the com- 
pany’s players and producers will be 
introduced to the salesmen. Sidney 
Kent, who has been ill, is expected 
for the convention. 

Among those slated to address: the 
convention are Charles E. a | 
thy, publicity and advertising direc- 
tor; W. J. Kupper, William Suss- | 
man and W. C. Gehring, division | 
managers; Truman H. Talley, pro- | 
ducer of Movietone News and shorts; 
W. J. Clark, short subject manager. 


Schenck, Zanuck and William | 
Goetz will welcome the delegates 
headed by Hermann G. Place, chair- | 
man of the executive committee of 
20th, attending his first convention 
and who arrived here last week with 
Spyros Skouras, National Theatres 
prexy. Others arriving include Jack 
Darrock, Tony Muto, Lowell Thomas, 
Ed Thorgersen, Russell Muth, Paul 





Terry, National theatre division 
heads, Rick Ricketson, Denver, and 
Frank Newman, Seattle. Charles 


Skouras heads the Fox West Coast 
theatre group of guests, Spyros 
Skouras representing both F-WC and 
NT as delegate. 


Walter J. Hutchinson, in charge 


of foreign distribution, who was to4 


head the foreign department dele- 


gation, has been detained in New 
York on business. Those from the 
overseas division arriving include 


Clay V. Hake, Australasian manag- 
ing director; Benjamin Miggins, 
European managing director; Her- 
bert A. White, Latin America, and 
Charles Mayer, the Orient. 
Studio Speakers 
Studio executives slated to discuss 
pictures in production and sched- 
uled include Ernst Lubitsch, John M. 
Stahl, Sol Wurtzel, William LeBaron, 
Mark Hellinger, Harry Joe Brown, 
Harold Clurman, Ralph Dietrich, 
Lou Edelman, Nunnally Johnson, 
Robert Kane, Walter Morosco, Lou 
Ostrow, William Perlberg, Milton 
Sperling, William Koenig, Joseph 
Moskowitz, New York representative, 
Jason S. Joy, personnel supervisor, 


'ed president of Society of Motion 


ithe society’s current agreement with 


;amount, RKO and Warners. 


|atre, Monrovia, Cal., 





Smith Heads Film Eds 


Hollywood, July 15. 
Frederick Y. Smith has been elect- 





Picture Film Editors. He succeeds 
Edmund D. Hannan, who negotiated 


the major companies. Other officers 
are Louis Sackin, vice-president; 
William Murphy, secretary; Kenneth 
Martin, treasurer; and William 
O’Hara, sergeant-at-arms. 

Members.of the society have re- 
turned to work at the Walt Disney 
studio, the organization announcing 
that the company had signed a 
standard basic agreement. The edi- 
tors themselves objected to return- 
ing to work, and apologized to the 
striking cartoonists for being forced 
by the society to cross the picket 
lines. 


Coast Theatre Charges 
Product Withheld; Sues 
F-WC, Distribs for 2256) 


Los Angeles, July 15. 

Suit for $225,000, charging unfair 
discrimination in distribution, was 
filed, here by Monrovia Cinema 
Corp: against Fox-West Coast, Par- 
Plain- 
tiff declares the defendants violated 
the Sherman and Clayton anti-trust 
laws in refusing to issue first run or 
desirable films to the Monrovia the- 
where F-WC 








operates the Lyric. 

Complaint asserts that F-WC had 
260 films at its disposal but played 
only 130 and refused to permit the 
unused pictures to be obtained by 
the Monrovia. 





‘Majors’ Exees Sidestep 
Anti-Trust Pre-Exam 


Executives of all major film 
companies need not be examined 
before trial in connection with a 
$900,000 triple damage anti-trust 
suit against them and the Motion 
Picture Producers & Distributors of 
America, Inc. Judge Murray Hul- 
bert in the N. Y. federal court va- 
cated a motion to examine the of- 
ficials on Monday (14). 

Plaintiff charges violation of the 
Sherman anti-trust laws on the part 
of the defendants in connection 
with its theatre, the Mayfair, in 
PHillside, N. J. A plea by National 
Theatres Corp., to dismiss the action 
against it, because the court al- 
legedly had no jurisdiction, was re- 
ferred to a special master to de- 
cide. 


Cromwell at 20th 





Hollywood, July 15. 

John Cromwell checked into the 
20th-Fox studio yesterday (Mon.) to 
assume direction of ‘Benjamin 
Blake,’ slated to start Aug. 25 with 
Tyrone Power and Ida Lupino co- 
starring. 

Otto Brower hops off for the South 
Seas this week with a camera crew 
to shoot tropical backgrounds for the 
film. 


RKO TO SELL IN 
NW, TESTING 
MINN. LAW 


Minneapolis, July 15. 

Following the conclusion of its 
consent decree showings of its first 
group of five pictures this week, 
RKO intends to go out and sell the 
group to Minnesota exhibitors in vio- 
lation of the new state law which 
requires distributors to include an 
‘entire season’s product, subject to 
cancellation privileges, in its deals. 
The avowed purpose is to invite 
prosecution under the law in order 
to pave the way for an attack on the 
law’s constitutionality and an_ ap- 


peal to the court for a temporary in- 
junction restraining its enforcement 
pending such determination, of its 
validity. 

RKO is one of the three decree 
companies that have resumed selling 
of 1940-41 product,.the others being 
Paramount and Warner Bros. Sales 
of that product in violation of the 
state law thus far have been winked 
at by Northwest Allied, the meas- 
ure’s sponsor, and state officials, 
probably so that independent exhib- 
itors needing product can be serv- 
iced. 

Taking advantage of the situation 
created by the major decree compa- 
nies’ sale ban since the enactment 11 
weeks ago of the Minnesota state 
law invalidating the decree’s groups- 
of-five sales’ plan, and requiring dis- 
tributors to offer their entire season’s 
product for sale, ‘some of the sales- 
men’ of the non-consent distributors 
—Columbia, Universal, Republic and 
Monogram—which have been selling 
under the state law, are trying to 
‘hold up’ exhibitors by frightening 
them and asking exorbitant rentals. 

This is the allegation of Fred H. 
Strom, Northwest Allied executive 
secretary, in a statement to inde- 
pendent exhibitors, urging the latter 
not to become ‘panicky’ because 
Metro, 20th, Paramount, Warners, 
United Artists and RKO apparently 
have taken no steps yet to pave the 
way for 1941-42 selling. 

















Studio Contracts | 


Hollywood, July 15. 








and Fred Metzler, studio treasurer. 


Carnegie Tech’s Kurtz 








K. T. Stevens, actress, signed to 
| player contract by David Selznick. 
| She’s the daughter of director Sam 
Wood. 

Gloria Jean’s option picked up by 


Gets M-G Jr. Scrib Pact | Untversal. 


Pittsburgh, July 15. 

Jerome Kurtz, who graduated 

from Carnegie Tech drama _ school 
just a few weeks ago, has left for 
Hollywood with a six-month con- 
tract as a junior writer at Metro. 
Deal followed competition staged by 
M-G among colleges which have 
playwriting classes. Kurtz was 
pacted as result of three-act play, 
‘Piano Solo,’ which he authored 
while in school. It has since re- 
ceived favorable notice from several 
Broadway producers. 

He’s also a musician and com- 
poser, having written several prom- 
ising tunes for last Scotch and Soda 
revue at Tech, ‘Here’s to You.” Two 


summers ago, Kurtz played the role | 


of the pianist in the Libby Holman- 
Clifton Webb ‘Burlesque’ on straw- 
hat circuit and laier accompanied 


| Jack McGowan inked new writer 
pact at Metro. 

Lillian Porter’s stock player op- 
tion lifted by 20th-Fox. 

Arleen Whelan drew an option lift 
at 20th-Fox. 

Ella Raines handed a player ticket 
by Warners. 

Tess Slesinger and Frank Davis 
inked a two-picture writing deal at 
Paramount. 

Aileen Haley drew stock player 
contract at Paramount. 





ON THE HOT SPOT 
Hollywood, July 15. 
Twentieth-Fox handed H. Bruce 
Humberstone the director job on 
‘Hot Spot,’ based on an adventure 
story by Steve Fisher. 
Picture is the second under Hum- 





and made flock of arrangements wed 
Miss Holman. 


berstone’s new contract with the 
Westwood lot. 


Skouras Experimental Kiddie 
Mats on Thurs. Instead of Sat. 


+ 


Nyack, July 15. 

Three Skouras houses in Rockland 
County used a special ‘kiddie show’ 
for the first time Thursday (10) and 
drew 25% more children than they 
ever had on the traditional youngster 
day, Saturday. Experiment is be- 
ing watched.closely hy Skouras front 
office with an eye to its use over 
the nationwide chain. Although the 
preem was accounted a great success, 
no chickens are being counted till 
this week’s matinee when the stunt 
will be repeated. Belief is that you 
can sell anything once with the right 
promotion but the idea is to make 
them come back. 

Nyack Rockland (1,700-seater), 
Haverstraw Broadway (900), and 
Suffern Lafayette (1,200), are the 
three houses trying the plan worked 
out from an idea by Hermann Starr, 
Skouras district manager. Starr saw 
story in New York Herald Trib 
about ‘children’s day’ at the Bronx 
ons and developed local applica- 
ion. 

Promotion and goodwill effort in- 
cludes various details to get chummy 
reaction from the kids, including 
prices of 15c for children and 10c 
for adults (latter must be accom- 
panied by a child). Small-sized door 
that makes adults stoop to enter 
while youngsters parade in upright. 





| Parkside, both 








Trial of a consolidated stockholder 
suit against RCA, its officers and di- 
rectors, will take place in N. Y. su- 
preme court Aug. 6. Order to that 
effect was signed yesterday (Tues- 
day) by Justice Benjamin Schreiber. 

Action seeks $20,000,000 damages 
claiming waste and mismanagement 
with the largest claim, $11,000,000, 
based on alleged losses for invest- 
ments in RKO. During the last 
fortnight over $240,000,000 of the suit 
was dismissed because of the statute 
of limitations. This part charged the 
purchase by RCA of worthless pat- 
ents from Westinghouse for RCA 
stock. 


Crescent’s Alleged 
Coercion Detailed 
By U.S. Witnesses 


Nashville, July 15. 


Government witnesses during the 
first week of the anti-trust suit here 
against the Crescent Amus. Co. and 
four other major chains painted a 
harrowing picture purporting to re- 
veal that the latter attempted to 
force them out of theatre operation. 
Defendants also include Columbia, 
Universal and United Artists. 

Curbed film supplies, intimidation 
and coercion were used to freeze 











them out of business, testimony tried 
to show. 


ROSE HEXTER AND WB 
SETTLE IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, July 15. | 

First ‘sidedoor’ settlement of an 
arbitration case was reported here 
last week when Rose Hexter, op- 
erator of the Breeze, South Philly | 
indie, withdrew her complaint be- 
fore the opening of her hearing. An 
‘out-of-court’ agreement was reached 
by her attorneys, George P. Aarons, 
and counsel for the defendants in 
the case, Warners, 20th, Paramount 
and the Warner circuit. 

Under the settlement the Breeze 
will get product seven days after 
the Warner house in the zone, the 
Earle, and no later than the key 
house in South Philly, Warners’ 
Broadway. (The Breeze had been | 
playing as high as 35 days after | 
Broadway). 

Counsel for the distribs announced 
that the settlement was not an ‘arbi- 
tration settlement’ but merely an| 
‘unofficial’ agreement between ll | 
parties concerned. 

Three new complaints were filed 
last week by Abe M. Ellis, operator | 
of an indie chain. The first was in| 
behalf of the Broad, North Philly, 
against RKO, Par, WB and the WB | 
circuit’s Logan, Grange and Brom- 
ley. Others were Ellis’ Liberty and 
in Camden, against | 
Metro, Warners, Par and Warners’ 
Grand, Stanley and Lyric. All nocd 
plaints charge unfair clearance. 











Schines Lose Clearance 
Albany, July 15. 

Arbitrator Morton Hall made award 
today (Tuesday) eliminating 14 days | 
clearance given Schines’ Strand and 
| Pontiac, Ogdensburg, over Alec | 
Papayanakos’ American in Canton, | 
20 miles away, by RKO and WB. | 
Pontiac being closed, testimony con- 
cerned the other two. | 

Strand, remodeled larger, plays | 
double features, American only three 
days weekly. Testimony _ stated 
Strand had games, while American 





eliminating them 1940. Admission | 
prices virtually same. 
A Mess—By ‘Consent’ 


Buffa.o, July 15. 
The first and the only arbitration 


York 


ilanta meetings. 





case to be determined here to date 
has ended a complete dud for all | 
involved, so far as practical results | 
are concerned. A few weeks ago | 
Richard De Tota, operating the 
Genesee at Mt. Morris, in an arbi- 
tration proceeding against 20th-Fox 
was awarded ‘some run’ of that com- 
pany’s product. Twentieth immedi- 
ately complied with the award and | 
sold part of its output to the com- 
plainant, despite squawks from the 
opposition Martina Chain. Last 








week, De Tota’s Genesee was ac- 


U.S. Army Camp Cinemas, Now All 
On 7, Average 337, for Film Rentals 


RCA Case to Trial Aug. 6 | 





U. S. Army, which has abandoned 
the practice in force since World 
War I of buying films on flat rentals 
for its camp theatres, is now taking 
them on the same percentage alloca- 
tions they are sold to regular exhibs, 
Army guarantees a minimum rental 
of $7.50, however. 

Official of the Army Motion Pic. 
ture Service declared last week that 
the new buying method, demanded 
by distribs, was costing the Army 
only slightly more than the flat ren- 
tals and it would possibly be less if it 
weren’t for the minimum guarantee, 
AMPS had always figured 331-3 of 
its gross for film and now, of course, 
is buying much of it at 20, 25 or 
30%. 

Distribs are getting much larger 
chunks of coin out of the big camps 
as result of the percentage sales, it 
was said, but are drawing only the 
minimum guarantee from the smaller 
cantonments. Latter formerly paid 
the same for pix as the major camps. 

Latest figures on number of Army 
theatres show the AMPS to be 
operating 277 houses with 212,600 
seats. Plans call eventually for 400 
theatres with approximately 300,000 
seats. Among the houses opened in 
the past couple weeks are two at the 
Army’s new Newfoundland base, one 
at Camp Alexander, St. John’s, and 
one at Gander Lake Airport. Plans 
are also afoot for houses in Iceland 
as soon as the Army takes over 
from the bluejackets and Marines 
who made the initial landing. last 
week. 

Aside from the one-third of the 
gross that AMPS figures for film 
rental, it breaks down receipts thus: 
37% to administration, maintenance 
and amortizations for replacing 
equipment and 30% to be returned 
to the Army post for camp welfare 
and athletic funds. Admish is 20c. 
or $1.40 for book of 10 tickets. 

Soldiers last week and the pre- 
vious — were seeing the Louis- 
Conn fight pix, bought by AMPS 
from RKO. They served to shoot 
grosses Up in all camps. 


PAR’S 10 REGIONAL 
SALES POWWOWS 


holding no 





Paramount is annual 


sales convention this year but is 
staging regional meetings in 10 sales 
districts. Neil Agnew, Par sales 
| chief, announced this week the dates 


of these regionals, the first in New 
getting under way yesterday 
(Tuesday) and continuing over until 
today. J. J. Unger, eastern divi- 
sional sales manager, presided at 
this session with Agnew and Robert 
M. Gillman among the speakers. 
Philadelphia meeting will be July 


17-18. Boston regional will be July 
21-22, and the Cleveland meeting, 
July 24-25. Unger will preside at 
all the sessions. 

Charles Reagan, assistant sales 
manager, will conduct the regional 
in Chicago, July. 18-19; Kansas City, 
| July 21-22 and Dallas, July 23-24. 


Denver regional will be July 21-22, 
;and the San Francisco meeting, July 


24-25. It, will be conducted by 
George Smith, western divisional 
manager. Agnew plans attending 


the N. Y. Boston, Chicago and At- 
The Atlanta re- 
gional is set for July 21-22, with 
| Agnew set to preside. 


Gillham will attend the N. Y., Chi- 


| cago, Denver and San Francisco re- 
gionals. Alec Moss will go to the 
Chicago, Kansas City, Dalias “and 


Cleveland peetanee. 


Raft’s Deck Doin’ s 


Hollywood, July 15. 

Next starrer for George Raft at 
Warners is ‘All Through the Night,’ 
starting July 28 with Vincent Sher- 
man directing. 

Date conflicts with that of “The 
Mayor of 44th Street,’ which Raft 
was figuring on playing at RKO as 
one of the off-the-lot pictures under 
his contract with Warners. 





quired by the Kallett Circuit, but 


| without the purchaser assuming the 


former owner’s film commitments. 
Meantime, Martina Circuit has filled 
its film needs elsewhere, Kallett is 
buying as his needs dictate, De Tota 
has just been drafted into the army 
and is therefore immune from en- 
forcement of any contractual liabili- 
}ties against him—and 20th-Fox is 
‘left holding the bag in Mt. Morris. 
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A Jungle What Is a Jungle 





Hollywood, July 15. 


Rudyard Kipling created ‘Jungle Book’ out of his imagination, but 
Alexander Korda is spending a large part of his $1,000,000 budget to 
make 10 acres of Sherwood Forest, 40 miles from Hollywood, look like 
a hunk of India. Bill for a Hindu village was $65,000, and the vines 
and trees cost $48,000 more, not counting labor. 

In addition, four water wells had to be drilled to keep an artificial 


river running through the artificial jungle. 


Another difficulty, not 


go costly, is a balanced diet for the 23-foot python which plays a 


featured role in the picture. 


If he eats too much he gets too sleepy 


to act, and if he eats too little he wants to chew the scenery, which is 


not good acting, either. 














Preview Restrictions on Daily -Mag 


Newshawks Irk Some, May Help Others 








Hollywood, July 165. 

Feelings are mixed here among 
columnists and magazine reviewers 
regarding the new preview ruling, 
with the pix editors of Los Angeles 
dailies frankly vain enough to be- 
lieve they will ‘lose prestige’ by not 
being able to review pictures the 
game time as the trade papers. 

The columnists fear that the re- 
strictions on their glimpsing pic- 
tures in advance will cut them off 
from legitimate news stories con- 
cerning new players, new producers, 
writes or directors, but the studios 
laugh at this  protestation. Pre- 
views provide them with numerous 
news angles and a lot of gossip and | 
color, the columnists claim. The | 
ruling, according to the 
directors group, will not 
columnists from viewing 
ahead of time for 
stories; it only affects their right to 
review pictures before they open lo- | 
cally. 

The bigger 
not affected at 


prevent 
pictures | 


magazine people one 
all. In fact ruling 


+ 
» 





publicity | 


purpose of news | 


may work out better for them. Un-| 


der the new 


reviews will be coordinated with the | 


release dates Release 


dates in past 


of pictures. 


setup, publication of| 


have sometimes been | 


} 


| 


: ra | 
switched, and mag reviews appeared | 


advance or 
Mag writers feel the 


either far in 
release dates. 


long after | 


new timing will work out better for | 


them. 
Fan mag reviews have, but with 
few exceptions, been done in east. 


Since ruling is not yet in effect it is 
too early to get a line on what will 


;new 


| effective 


| than 


happen and which groups will be 
hardest hit. It is believed the 
smaller mag writers and freelance} 
newspaper correspondents will prob- 
ably not be allowed, when new sys- 
tem is inaugurated, to see any pic- 
tures in advance. Studios are 


known to feel this fringe of journal- 
ists is just a bother anyway. 
Critics on the Los Angeles papers, 
including Edwin Schallert, L. A. 
Times; Louella O. Parsons, L. A. Ex- 
aminer; James Crowe, Hollywood 
Citizen-News, and Virginia Wright, 
L. A. News, feel some dissastifcation 
over fact the local trade papers are 
being allowed to catch new pictures 
at trade showings. These critics 
argue their Hollywood circulation 
will be hard hit by not being able 
to keep up with the news, classing 
previews Curbstone opin- 


as ‘news.’ 


10n is that some of these critics fear 
possibly loss of caste more thaa any 
loss of circulation whereas the stu- 


dios seem happy not to have to cater 
tu daily reviewers in future at pre- 
views 

Hollywood correspondents, includ- 
ing columnists and mag writers, 
have been holding loose general dis- 
cussions here for some time on the 
preview Situation. If they are hard 
hit when the new system becomes 
fully operative it is not impossible 
that they will band together into a 
formal organization and attempt to 
bargain collectively for 
breaks, : 
velops, with newspaper and mag 
People catching sneak previews and 
writing reviews in defiance of the 
ruling, the studios may resort to the | 
old ‘bar ’em from the lots’ routine. 





Lucille Keeps Bouncing 


Hollywood, July 15. 


Lucille rounding out her 


Ball, 


seventh year at RKO, remains on the a 


lot under a new contract. 

‘Passage from Bordeaux’ is her 
first picture under the new deal. 
Robert Stevens directs. 





Alexander’s PRC Duo 


Merrick Alexander has pacted 
with Producers Releasing Corp. to 
make two ‘exploitation-type’ pix for 
distribution by the company on its 
1941-42 program. 

Initial production is yet untitled 
but is in preparation and will be re- 
leased in September, according to 
PRC v.p. Leon Fromkess. Second 
pic is ‘Professional Bride,’ an origi- 
nal based on factual material in 
racket which has recently been pub- 
licized in the press. 


PAR’ THEATRE 
PARDS IN EXEC 
HUDDLE 


Paramount's theatre operating 
partners moved into executive ses- 
|sion late Tuesday (15) afternoon at 
Buckwood Inn, Shawnee-on-the- 
|Delaware, for general discussion. of 
exhibiting conditions brought 
about by the U. 8. Consent Decree, 
with all feature releases 
after Sept. 1. In the aggregate, more 
1,500 theatres, many of them 
the country’s leading first runs, are 
represented at the session. 

Leonard Goldenson, Par v.p. in 
charge of exhibition relations, will 
preside at the three-day meeting 











Every phase of cooperative opera- 
tion will be exploited in the course 
of the forum, which will be con- 
‘ducted along informal lines. Rou- 
tine has been established at earlier 
gatherings, of which this is one of 


better | 


the best attended. 


‘PAR, NATHANSON 
AND WAT TAYLOR 


Odeon (Nathanson) ~ Tie 
With Loew’s Seen, As In 
Poli Circuit-— Taylor’s 
Chain (20th Century) Also 
Expanding 





—_—_—_—. 


ALL FRONTS 





Toronto, July 15. 

With Famous Players (Canadian) 
and the Nathanson-controlled Odeon 
chain engaged in a battle royal for 
possession of theatres, and 20th Cen- 
tury (local) interests further add- 
ing to the complicated scene, furious 
activity is now being waged over the 
entire Canadian film front, with 
theatres changing hands to the ac- 
companiment of communiques that 
are as conflicting as those of the cur- 
rent Russo-German conflict. 

What is clear is that the Odeon 
chain, headed by the Nathansons 
and the Canadian directors who re- 
signed so spectacularly from FP-Can. 
a month ago, has assembled some 
85 formerly independently-owned 
houses across Canada and claim they 
will have 100 by the end of July. 


Meanwhile, Nat Taylor, president 
of 20th Century Theatres, has 
brought together a combination of 
over a score of houses, principally 
in Ontario, and is securing more. 
Further complicating the picture 
Taylor’s chain is also taking over 


the operating of a group of FP-Can. 
houses. 

Latest development, and a definite 
victory for the Nathanson group is 
the merger with the Odeon chain of 
five of Toronto’s newly-built thea- 


tres, these de luxe houses being 
part of the new chain which was 
being built by Samuel Firestone, 


leading independent exhibitor. Fire- 


stone now becomes a partner in 
Odeon under the new arrangement 
and his son, Harry, becomes super- 


visor of theatres for the new Nathan- 
son circuit. 
Odeon-Loew’s? 





Uptown and Loew’s Downtown, two 
of the largest theatres in Toronto, 
but it is believed that the Loew in- 
terests will shortly announce an as- 
sociation with Odeon. Nicholas M. 
Schenck, president of Loew’s, Inc., 
is a partner of N. L. Nathanson in 
the Poli chain in New England; and 


(Continued on page 25) 
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9c Amus. Tax Base Burdens Show 
Biz With An Abnormal ‘Sales Tax’ 
But Few Beef; Sports Hit Too 








Pat O’Brien at 20th 


Hollywood, July 15. 





Pat O'B d th le lead | tainment, 
- ee Stews Se | How snd | bearing | bulk of burden under the 


in the 20th-Fox picture, 
Order, Inc.,’ slated to start Aug. 4. 

Robert T. Kane is producing, from | 
John Wexley’s screenplay of Row- | 
land Brown’s story. 








ADMISH TRIED 
IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, July 15. 
A movement was started last week 
‘aluminum matinees’ a reg- 





to make 
ular feature in Philly nabes. 


The stunt was tried by Charles 
Goldfine at the Alder, recently, with 
;more than 500 household articles 





Neither confirmed or denied by the 
Nathanson interests is the report | 
that Odeon will take over Loew’s | 


| 
| 


| N. L. Nathanson also has the Cana-| vacation ng in 


| 


containing the metal being delivered 
to the boxoffice. All those bringing 


aluminum gadgets to the theatre. 
were admitted free. 
A committee is being formed to 


get a tieup here with the National 
Defense Council and exploit the 
matinees, 





WB TROUPE PITCHES IN | 
CANADA | FOR AIR EPIC, 


Hollywood, July 15. 

Warners troupe, headed by Hal B. 
Wallis, shoved off for Ottawa to 
spend six-weeks filming ‘Captains of 
the Clouds,’ 
work of Canadian flyers in the cur- 
rent war. Company included Dennis 
Morgan, Alan Hale, George Tobias, 
Clem Bevins and Roland Drew. 

Ahead of the thespian contingent 
by was Michael Curtiz, di- 
rector, with a crew of technicians, 
among whom were 15 cameramen, 
required for Technicolor shots. Com- 
|}pany will be met in 
James Cagney, star, who has been 
New England, and his 
brother, William, associate producer. 


two days 





Majors Extending Their Picture 
Checking As Future Gauge for 7% 


different theatre o as to 
rental 


Another! developme 


term acc¢ 


ing setup is that more and more flat 
| rental deals are being atched to 
ascertain how much busine come: 
in tte prin films. Reason for this 


Expansion of checking on nearly 
all percentage pictures and some flat 
rentals is steming from the Consent 
Decree because five distributors, op- 
erating under the decree, admittedly | 

| are seeking higher percentages on 


| films wherever the traffic will bear. 
Ross-Federal, which checks all major 
| companies excepting Metro and in a 


Among those attending are: 

John Q. Adams, John Balaban and 
Mrs. Balaban, Tracy Barham and 
Mrs. Barham, Abe Blank, Ray Blank, 
Myron Blank, Ralph Branton and| 
Mrs. Branton, Harry Davis, John J.| 
Fitzgibbons John J. Ford, Harry 
French, John Friedl, B. B. Garner, 
Nate Goldstein and Mrs. Goldstein, 
Juliu Gordo Karl Hoblitzelle 
Earl J Hudsor Willian K. Jenkins 
Fred Kent and M1 Kent, H. F.| 
Kincevy M. A. Lightman, Arthur 
Lucas, M. J. Mullin, Harry Nace and 
Harry Nace, Jr., R. J. O'Donnell, J 
J O'Leary Hunte1 Perry Sam 
Pinanski. George Planck and Mrs. 
Planck, E. V. Richards, Harry Roy- 
ster, Frank Rogers. Harold Robb and 
Ed Rowley, J. J. Rubens, M, C. Tal-| 
ley, R. B. Wilby, William K. Hol- 
lander; and from the home office: 
Leonard H. Goldenson and Mrs. | 
|'Goldenson, Sam Dembow, Jr., and|} 
Mrs. Dembow, Leon Netter and Mrs. 
Netter, M. F. Gowthorpe and Mrs. 


If anything like a battle de- | 
|Gowthorpe, Walter Gross, 
| man, 


jture deal 


Bob Weit- | 
Eddie Hyman Robert J. 


Powers. 


and 





Lahr-Ebsen Teamed 


Hollywood, July 15. 
Bert Lahr and Buddy Ebsen team 
up as comics in 


light tale of New York to be| 
filmed by RKO, starting late this 
month. 

Lahr is working under a one-pic- | 


and checks in this week. 


‘I'm Dying to Live,’ | 


| few spots, Columbia, has added more 
| checkers to keep up with distrib de- 
mands on checking up pictures. Not 
known whether the amount of check- 
ing will be increased by Metro’s own 
crew of checkers but apparently the 
same procedure will be followed as 
with other majors. 

Because of a desire to have data 
on many regular exhibitor ac- 
counts as_ possible, expansion of 
| checking activities is keeping step 
| with the demands of distribs. Dis- 
tributors want ‘specific figures on 
| what each type of picture does in 


| 


as 





the distributor 
not percentage 


is that it will give 
a line on whether or 


terms should be asked in the future | 


from the extensive flat rental buyer. 

So-called blind checking of pic- 
tures is done by various checker 
groups which want to keep tab on 


the business being enjoyed by their | 


films, or when the exhibitor objects 
to cooperate with accredited check- 
ers. 

Besides the increase in checking 
staff, because of more _ accounts 
handled, the 40-hour week prevents 
checkers from working more than 
four days per week. They easily 
top the minimum scale but the 40- 
hour stipulation is forcing checking 
setups to use more men. 


7% 
bd 





Washington, July 15. 
Much of the added defense tax 
load will be carried by patrons and 
operators of commercialized enter- 
with the film business 


|new revenue bill now in final draft- 


jing 





la 5% 


lithe new 


ALUMINUM AS 





| other. businesses have to pay. 
‘pointed out 


stages before Congress. Bill 
| should be ready for debate this week. 


If Congress follows Treasury De- 
partment and tax experts committee, 
law will drop film theatre 
tax exemptions from 2lc to 9c. This 
will cost the picture business $55,- 
000,000 additional, possibly more. It 
means that the film industry will be 
called on to supply $129,000,000 an- 
nually in taxes on theatre ducats. 

While plenty of time is left to fight 
the new levies, there is no indica- 
tion that any protest will be made 
because the industry realizes the na- 
tion needs more funds for national 
defense. Though not muttering over 
it, statisticians’ figures show that 
these new levies represent a 1 
sales tax, or about four times what 
It is 
in the trade just how 
much the film business is carrying 
on national defense. 


Single bright spot of this tax pic- 


ture, as viewed by the picture busi- 
ness, is that professional sports, real 
competitors of motion pictures, will 


be socked for the first time in years. 
Bowling alleys and pool rooms, both 


|in clubs and those run commercially, 


will have to take out federal licenses 
at $15 per alley or table. Uncle Sam 


|expects this to yield $3,400,000, while 


added to every cabaret check, 
instead of 3%, with tabs under $2.50 
exempt, is expected to produce 


| $1,500,000. 


5% 


a story dealing with the | 


Ottawa by | 


Jukers, Phonographs, Radios 
Jukeboxes (all coin-operated ma- 
| chines) will be licensed at $25 each, 
}and expected to furnish $4,700,000. 


Prospective schedule will place a 
'levy of 10% on phonographs and 
records, radio sets and parts, while 
additional (double the present 
rate) will be placed on musical in- 
struments. Levies on sporting goods, 
photographic equipment will be re- 
vived and the tax on playing cards 
stiffened 

Exhibitors will be 
taxes on metal signs, 
ances und a higher 
conditioning apegarens, 


affected by 
electric appli- 
rate on alir- 


9c Base a Juve Problem 
While exhibitors and exhib 
ciations sought a 10% levy on cinema 


&sso- 


admissions starting at the first penny, 
the tax experts favored on exemp- 
| tion beginning at 9c because involve 
ing 5c admissions. The _ establish- 
ment of the 9c ceiling might be rated 
as lifting any artificial ceiling and 
aiding in boosting the admission 
scale, but few in the trade view the 
new ticket tap optimistically 

What exhit fear most is that the 
tax starting at 10c may tangle up 

venile ducat He has a choice of 
DOOSTINE the 10¢ admi on to lle, 

ch would involve extra work for 
ers, and a bad change break for 

kiddie or charging a flat 9c and 
losing a penny on each ticket sale. 

Under the new scale, theatres 
charging 15c or i7c currently for 
children may drop back to 9c. Thi 
will hit the revenue of houses de- 
pending heavily on juvenile patron- 
age. 

Also the new taxation leaves the- 
atres which cut their scale from 


above 2lc to 20c in order to duck the 
current exemption in a precarious 
spot. Because these exhibs are going 
to find it difficult to raise admissions 
after nearly a year at the 20c or 
lower scale. 

Majority of these houses probably 
will be forced to get 22c or slash 
their prices to 18c in order to keep 
around the 20c level. Peculiar part 
about this is that exhibs were 
warned that this further lowering of 
exemption was in the offing but 
went ahead and dropped below the 
2ic level anyway to escape the tax 
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LADY BE GOOD 


(MUSICAL) 

Metro release of Arthur Freed production. 
Stars Eleanor Powell, Ann Sothern, Robert 
Young; features Lionel Barrymore, John 
Cerroll, Red Skelton, Virginia O’Brien. 
Directea by Norman Z. McLeod. Screen- 
play, Jack McGowan, Kay Van Riper, John 
McClain; based on original story by Mc- 
Gowan; songs, George and Ira Gershwin, 
Jerome Kern, Oscar Hammerstein 2d, 
Roger Edens, Arthur Freed; camera, 
George Folsey, Oliver Marsh; musical di- 
rection, Georgie Stoll; dances,- Busby 
Rerkeley; film editor, Frederick Y. Smith. 
Previewed in Projection Room, N. Y., July 





14, ‘41. Rrunning time, 110 MINS. 
Marilyn Marsh,.........++: Eleanor Powell | 
Dixie Donegan..........+.--.-Ann Sothern | 
WIS CHBRS. ncccecsovcocesecs Robert Young 
Judge Murdock.........+. Lionel Barrymore 
Buddy Crawford...c..ceesseees John Carro}l 
Joe ‘Red’ Willet.......ee+--e-> Red Skelton 
Ea nb 8K bas b 0d 0000648 Virginia O'Brien! 
Mr. Bilanton.....cccesces : Tom Conway 
Bill Pattison......ccecceess Dan Dailey, Jr. 
Max Milton........--cecces: Recinald Owen 
Mrs. Carter Wardley.........-- Rose Hobart 
Master of Ceremonies..........Phil Silvers 
i, Rerry 
eeccseces Nyas erry 
Berry Brothers.... Frees Mee 
The Singer..... eeekens ceeds Connie Russel] 





‘Lady Be Good’ is not going to be 
much good for exhibitors, or audi- 
ences, or both. It has the title of a 
once fine stage property, but that is 
where the similarity with the George 
and Ira Gershwin hit musical of 
1924 begins and ends. What unfolds 
from Jack McGowan’s unoriginal 
original story is a molasses-paced 
picture that extravagantly wastes 
talent and time, especially the latter. 

The plot bears no semblance to the 
Guy Bolton book of the original 
stage musical, which was one of the 
major springboards for Fred and 
Adele Astaire. Nor is it anything 
like First National’s ‘Lady Be Good, 
released in 1928, except possibly in 
dubious quality. With the exception 
of the title song and an orchestra- 
tion of ‘Fascinating Rhythm,’ danced 
to by Eleanor Powell, the songs in 
this picture are likewise no relation 
to the click Gershwin score. 


There are flagrant examples in the 
film of poor direction, unimaginative 
story-telling and slipshod photog- 
raphy. There are spots where min- 
utes can be cut out in chunks and 
thereby give the vehicle some pace, 
if not entertainment. As it stands, 
the picture looks as though director 
‘Norman Z. McLeod was given a time 
allotment to fill, no matter how, and 
he did. It’s at least 30 minutes too 
much mediocrity. 


While confused, the story pattern 
4s familiar. One of Ring Lardner’s 
short stories had a similar angle— 
that of a crack songwriting team 
splitting up and becoming individu- 
ally unsuccessful] until resuming 
their partnership. In this instance 
it’s the case of ex-waitress Ann 
Sothern and composer’ Robert 
Young, who click, marry and then 

et divorced when Young goes high- 

at and social. Then they click and 
marry again—and again she goes 
into the divoi-e courts, which gives 
the audience a double-dose of flash- 
backs out of the stories told Judge 
Lionel Barrymore. It’s a waste of 
Barrymore. 

There’s also a flagrant script boner 
in the divorce proceedings, presum- 
ably held in New York. McGowan, 
McLeod and Metro should be tipped 
off that the only grounds for divorce 
in N. Y. are not based on conceit; 
also that such trials are held in the 
state supreme court and not domes- 
tic relations. 

The marital difficulties of Miss 
Sothern and Young are very unex- 
citing, with Eleanor Powell, who is 
the film’s third star according to the 
billing, acting more the part of a 
stooge as Miss Sothern’s pal than an 
important personality. Not exactly 
an actress, she isn’t much help in 
the talking parts. It’s not until the 
picture has run 73 minutes that she 
does her first dance, a rehearsal in- 
cluding a trick dog, and later does 
a production routine in a setting 
that’s completely out of this world 
as supposedly a part of a Broadway 
musical. Up ahead of her the col- 
ored Berry Brothers (3), from vaude, 
take the dancing play away from her 
with their standout knockabout rou- 
tine. They’re too tough for a single 
dancer to follow, so this also must 
be chalked up as a director’s error. 

Another wasted personality is Red 
Skelton, sadly neglected as to ma- 
terial. The fine stage comic gets 
very little out of his part as a screw- 
ball song-plugger. On the other 
hand, there’s too much emphasis of 
shiekish John Carroll, in the part of 
a radio sineing star. The caster 
could at least have found a good 
voice, 

Virginia O’Brien, who clicked on 
the Coast in ‘Meet the People,’ and 
appeared briefly in the last Marx 
Bros. picture at Metro, gets short 
shrift with a deadpan singing spe- 
cialty, her forte in the stage revue; 
ditto Connie Russell, an Al Siegal 
protege, who sings one number up 
near the finish and is not very im- 
pressive. 

Miss Sothern, who looks gorgeous 
per usual, and Young do as well as 

ossible with their impossible situa- 
ions. It’s ludicrous, for instance, 
to have Miss Sothern picking the 





TRADESHOW REVIEWS 


(The following are the first four Tradeshown film reviews, for 1941-42 





lyric for ‘Lady Be Good’ out of the | 


Three are RKO, one from Metro.) 
$O94$44444444444 


air complete within a couple of min- 





utes. It makes Cole Porter’s racket 
look like a very soft touch. And it 
certainly de-glamorizes composers to ; 


;}have Young complete a tune within | 


a few seconcs at a piano. 

It’s hardly in the picture’s favor 
to lay so much stress on ‘The Last 
Time I Saw Paris,’ by Jerome Kern 
and Oscar TYiammerstein 2d, when 
that tune, released in November, 
1940, is now in the ‘old number’ 
ranks. Two new songs in the pic- 
ture are ‘Your Words and My Music’ 
and ‘You'll Never Know,’ both by 
Roger Edens and Arthur Freed, and 
both okay. 

Though classed as a _ musical, 
there’s little in the way of produc- 
tion numbers in the film. Miss 
Sothern, in fact, carries the brunt of 
the singing and her stage experience 
stands her in good stead. Aside 
from Miss Powell and the Berrys, 
there’s no other dancing, no show- 
girls, no ensemble. Just dullness. 


‘The photogravhy, part-cularly in the 


so-enlled musical scenes, reminds of 
the Vitaphone shorts, circa 1930. 
Scho. 


HERE IS A MAN 


(‘The Devil and Dan’'l Webster’) 
RKO release of Will'am Dieterle produc- 


tion, directed by Dieterle; associate pro- 
ducer, Charles L, Glett. Features Edward 
Arnold, Walter Huston, James Craig, 


Anne Shirley, Jane Darwell, Simone Simon, 
Sereenplay by Dea ‘Totheroh and Stephen 
Vincent Benet from Benet’s story, ‘The 
Devil and Daniel Webster’; camera, Joseph 
August; musical, Bernard Herrmann; spe- 
cial effects, Vernon lL. 


Walker; editor, 





Robert Wise. Previewed in Projection 
Room, N. Y., July 12, '41. Running time, 
100 MINS. 

SPRUIGL «WOMSEEE. co ccvcccsccs Edward Arnold 
Oe SS Pere rere Walter Huston 
ee WPMD. coc cv eburecensenes Jane Darwell 
BI. 0 00004400 n0sceseessees eee Bm 
BAUS SIOKUM. ccccecccccede Gene Lockhart 
MSGS BtOUONG. 1 icveceksocesees John Qualen 
EIU 6 6:06 9h 6436608 w Ont 8 eO60S Frank Conlan 
EPMMIOl BCHME. 0. csccaveveesecess Lindy Wade 
aes ee -.- Geo, Cleveland 
BOR WOOO. 6 6:6656605460000 0068 Anne Shirley 
Wee MOON. cn sdidoiccesSciccas James Craig 





Here’s a tough one for the boys 
to sell under the Consent Decree, 
and a tougher one for the exhibitors 
to pass along to the public. It is a 
symbolic film of New England folk- 
lore, full of camera tricks and 
double-talk. Theatre operators will 
have to be magicians to make this 
one stand up before any but the 
most naive type of audiences. None 
of the featured players is a money 
draw at the boxoffice. 


Material for the screenplay is 
taken from Stephen Vincent Benet’s 
short story, ‘The Devil and Daniel 
Webster,’ an O. Henry prize-winner, 
and the author, who rates highly 
among contemporary writers, had a 
hand in the film version with Dan 
Totheroh. Previously, Benet, in col- 
laboration with Douglas Moore, con- 
verted his yarn into a one-act op- 
era, which was produced at the Mar- 
tin Beck theatre, N. Y., in May, 1939, 
for a few performances under au- 
spices of the American Lyric The- 
atre. It was given the nod as.a 
theatrical novelty of no commercial 
merit. 

RKO switched the title to ‘Here 
Is a Man,’ probably better for the 
marquees than the original tag. The 
original tag is sub-billed above, by 
VARIETY, aS a guide since its screen- 
ing was announced first that way. 

It’s hard to diagnose just what 
angles of the story appealed to Wil- 
liam Dieterle, who produced and di- 
rected the film. The locale is New 
Hampshire, in 1840, a background of 
muddy roads, Currier & Ives farm 
settings, and peopled with struggling 
American peasantry. The legend is 
about the rise, fall and regenera- 
tion of a young farmer, Jabez Stone, 
who is alleged to have sold his soul 
to the devil for a pittance of gold 
and seven years of good luck. It’s 
a twist on the Faust theme, but 
Benet isn’t Goethe. 


James Craig plays the youth who 
discovers that crime doesn’t pay. He 
is a quite capable young actor, of 
pleasing appearance and is remem- 
bered from ‘Kitty Foyle.’ Anne Shir- 
ley is the wife, who gets all the 
worst of it, and Jane Darwell is 
the rock-bound New England mother. 
In the situations between these 
three, mud-bound on the New Eng- 
land landscape and caught in the 
grip of money-lenders, there is 
ample material for interesting plot. 

_Trouble for Dieterle (and the au- 
dience) starts when Walter Huston 
appears on the scene via double- 
exposure and whispers beguiling 
temptations into the ear of the youn 
husband-farmer. That’s when gol 
coins appear from strange places and 
the boy pays off the mortgage. 

From there to the finish it’s mostly 

symbols and morality play, no more 
complex than ‘Pilgrim’s Progress.’ 
_ As an occasional character of some 
importance to the action Edward Ar- 
nold appears as Daniel Webster, the 
statesman. To his neighboring farm 
Miss Shirley seeks shelter after her 
husband has brought into her home 
a vixen, Simone Simon. 

At the windup, Arnold wins a re- 








Miniature Reviews 


‘Citizen Kane, being trade- 
shown this week as part of 
RKO’s initial block of five, was 
reviewed in Variety, April 16, 
1941, prior to roadshow release. 
It was rated ‘a boxoffice explo- 
sion establishing Orson Welles as 
an overnight film click.’ 

‘T>Cy Be Good’ (M-G). Elea- 
nor Powell-Ann Sothern-Robert 
Young in overlong, dull musical. 

‘Here Is a Man’ (RKO). Here 
isn't a picture. 

‘Father Takes A Wife’ (RKO). 
Good programmer, keynoted by 
Gloria Swanson’s comeback. 

‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO). 
An instructional short stretched 
to a feature for dire results. 

‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ (RKO). 
Ginger Rogers starred in socko 
romantic comedy. 

‘My Life With Caroline’ (RKO). 
Colman starred in fluffy roman- 
tic comedy. 

‘The Officer and the Lady’ 
(Col). Fast-action cops-and- 
robbers meller okay for dual 
supporting slots. 

‘Law of the Range’ (U). 
Above-average Johnny Mack 
Brown western, with five songs. 

‘Gangs of Sonora’ (Rep). 
Standard western starring the 
Three Mesquiteers. 

‘Nevada City’ (Rep). Luke- 
warm action-western with Roy 
Rogers. 





———_—— 
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prieve for the youth from a jury 
of shadowy historical figures, in- 
cluding Benedict Arnold and Captain 
Kidd, who somehow walk into the 
scene through the barn door. The 
devil is tossed out, Miss Simon van- 
ishes and the young couple makes a 
new start in life. 


Point of it all is that it is a very 
bad screenplay, not helned by Die- 
terle’s slow-paced direction. The 
mixture of realism and mysticism is 
not convincing. Flin. 


Father Takes a Wife 


Hollywood, July 15. 
RKO release of Lee S. Marcus produc- 
tion. Stars Adolphe Menjou, Gloria Swan- 
son; features John Howard, Desi Arnaz, 
Helen Broderick. Directed by Jack Hively. 
Screenplay, Dorothy and Herbert Fields; 


camera, Robert de Grasse; editor, George 
Hively; music, Roy Webb. Reviewed in 
Projection Room July 14, °41. Running 
time, 80 MINS. 

DS cesar. bake dee Ceeeeds Adolphe Menjou 
REE SCOR as v0:06te00066 6 Gloria Swanson 
MUNN bF.0.50vcdb-ceeeevesedenes John Howard 
i eer errr eT TT: UL 
DUBE JUNC. cc cvcecescceess Helen Broderick 
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Vineeus Btewart...csccoccesess Neil Hamilton 
TO. do rcks Jéieabeuneseet<es Grady Sutton 
SOON «50 «000040056048 05 George Meador 
DOT AST « 0 osc cgneesbeeesseses Mary Treen 
ae Ruth Dietrich 





‘Father Takes a Wife’ emerges as 
good program entertainment, high- 
lighted by the return to the screen 
of Gloria Swanson, glamor gal and 
substantial b.o. star of the ’20s. Pic- 
ture is a standard attraction for the 
regular runs; and ability to hold up 
as a bill-topper depends on heft of 
exploitation and public reception of 
Miss Swanson’s comeback after her 
long absence. {Initial key bookings 


will tell the story if she stili can 
attract present-day patrons, 


Miss Swanson shows her age to 
some extent in the face, but can 
only be tabbed as semi-matronly in 
that respect. Her figure is alluringly 
svelte, and she still carries that mag- 
netic screen personality that made 
her a top attraction two decades 
ago. Teamed with Menjou, a con- 
temporary star at Paramount in the 
middle ’20s, Miss Swanson gets a 
trial run for her comeback with an 
above average swing in her favor. 

Menjou is the father, she the wife 
in the story unfolded at a consistent 
pace through good direction by Jack 
Hively. Menjou, shipping magnate, 
turns over the business to son, John 


Howard, and marries stage star 
Swanson. Couple bicker and battle 
over obvious marital difficulties, 


until South American singer, Desi 
Arnaz, appeers as stowaway on 
honeymoon trip. Swanson’s atten- 
tion to furthering his career, includ- 
ing induction into their home, cre- 
ates Jealousy on part of Menjou, and 
eventual separation. Florence Rice, 
Menjou’s daughter-in-law, takes Ar- 
naz to country home, and this injects 
jealousy into that household and 
quick separation, but everything 
irons out when innocent Arnaz gets 
a_ concert tour offer underwritten by 
Menjou—and latter, with his son, 
John Howard, learn both are to be 
fathers. The double reunions are in- 
evitable. 


Miss Swanson makes her come- 
back in good style as the actress- 
wife; while Menjou carries the re- 
sponsibilities of the husband in ex- 
cellent fashion. Arnaz’s role is 
minor, although he sings two num- 
bers. Howard and Florence Rice 
are the younger married couple, 
while Helen Broderick is most prom- 





inent in support with several humor- 





ous episodes as the old maid in 
search of a man. 
Director Hively is moved up sev- 
eral notches th this assignment 
and acquits himself  creditably 
throughout. Original script by Dor- 
othy and Herbert Fields hits con- 
sistent level to catch general audi- 
ence reaction. Photography by Rob- 
ert de Grasse is of high standard, 
especially lighting of Miss Swanson 
throughout. Walt. 


Parachute Battalion 


RKO release of Howard Benedict produc- 
tion. Stars Robert Preston, Nancy Kelly, 
Edmond O’Brien, Harry Carey; features 
Buddy Ebsen, Pau! Kelly, Richard Crom- 
well, Robert Barrat. Directed by Laslie 
Goodwins. Original screenplay by John 
Twist and Major Hugh Fite, U. S. Air 
Corps; camera, J. Roy Hunt; editor, Theron 







Warth. Reviewed at trade screening, 
Broadway, N. Y., July 14, ’41. Running 
time, 75 MINS, 

Donald Morse.....sessceees: Robert Preston 
Hit PRIGRAPES. ccccccccccecccces Nancy Kelly 
BR WUPKC.. occccccceccese Edmond O'Brien 
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RKO, for reasons of its own, ap- 
parently chose one of the weakies in 
its initial block-of-five to inaugurate 
the new consent decree trade screen- 
ings. ‘Parachute Battalion’ proved a 
sore disappointment to the scatter- 
ing of exhibs who turned up. It 
would make a nice educational short, 
but as feature material it rates in the 
secondary dual category. 

Film’s possibilities for bringing 
patrons to the wickets lie totally in 
its exploitation value. There’s no 
gainsaying the timeliness of an ex- 
position on the training of Uncle 
Sam’s new parachute troops. And, 
through the cooperation of the 5lst 
Parachute Battalion, stationed at 
Fort Benning, Ga., who made all the 
jumps pictured in the film, there are 
a lot of nifty shots of the umbrella- 
men before, during and after they 
leap. But it’ll have to be sold. 


Story whipped up by John Twist 
and Major Hugh Fite, of the Air 
Corps, to hang the training sequences 
on is a composite of Paramount’s re- 
cent ‘I Wanted Wings’ and a Colum- 
bia quickie of about a year ago, 
‘Military Academy,’ which featured 
the Dead End Kids. Both its pro- 
duction quality and entertainment 
— lie midway between those two 

ms. 


Yarn takes three boys through the 
training school. It’s familiar stuff. 
First, there’s Robert Preston, a foot- 
ball hero with a big head to whom 
all this is pie; second, there’s Ed- 
mond O’Brien, son of the comman- 
dant, who proves yellow but rights 
himself with three (count ’em) sep- 
arate hunks of heroism before the 
fadeout; and, last, there’s Buddy 
Ehbsen, the comic of the trio. Rich- 
ard Cromwell is in there somewhere, 
too, but serves only to help make 
parts of the plot undecipherable. 

O’Brien falls for Nancy Kelly, 
daughter of his top sergeant, Harry 
Carey. He realizes his fear of para- 
chute-jumping, however, and for 
reasons best known to himself leaves 
the gal. That gives Preston a chance 
to land her, although she really loves 
Eddie. And when he proves himself, 
of course, she’s right back in his 
arms for that curtain clinch. Miss 
Kelly’s the only femme in the film, 
incidentally, except for one very 
minor character player. 


Cast, with very commonplace dia- 
log, does rather well. Vet Harry 
Carey suffers from bad casting, but 
the others are excellent selections. 
Ebsen, always entertaining, gets one 
chance at a minor, specialty and 
could use a lot more. His terping is 
too good to waste. 

Leslie Goodwins’ direction is spot- 
ty. Strangely enough, although 
there’s enough instruction in para- 
chuting to make every member of 
the audience eligible to make a jump 
himself, it’s not these parts which 
are slow. It’s in Goodwins’ effort to 
put over the story itself that he fails. 
Couple of sequences are ramrod 
stiff. There’s mighty little action for 
a picture of this type and that’s very 
stagey. One of the reasons is obvi- 
ous. Film was made with the co- 
operation of the Army and designed 
to please it. What it naturally needs 
to give it excitement are some hair- 
raising incidents—or accidents. That 
wouldn’t serve to get recruits for the 
parachute corps, however, and so the 
writers have detoured to the detri- 
ment of their story. 

There’s one tune in the film, used 
only as backgreund, however. It’s a 
marching song with a right snappy 
lilt and lyrics, as far as can be de- 
termined. Writer gets no billing un- 
less it be by Roy Webb, who’s cred- 
ited for the entire score. Herb. 


$500 FIRE ‘GONE’ 
Kennedy, Sask., July 15. 
‘Gone With the Wind’ went with 
the blaze when fire swept the Legion 
Hall here. Film and two machines 
were destroyed when fire broke out 
in the projection room. 
Hall suffered $500- damage. 





TOM, DICK and HARRY 


Hollywood, July 12, 
RKO release of Robert Sisk production, 


Stars Ginger Rogers; features George 
Murphy, Alan Marshal, Burgess Meredith 
Directed by Garson Kanin. Story and 


screenplay by Paul Jarrico; camera, Mer. 
ritt Gerstad; special effects, Vernon L 
Walker; editor, John Sturges; asst. direc. 
tor, Fred A. Fleck; associate director, Hal 


Gerson, music, Roy Webb. Previewed at 
Alexander, Glendale, July if, °41,. Running 
time, 85 MINS, 

is Gadhvesbasaeeeasdenetes Ginger Rogerg 
WEES ch escnscses Tey Te TT Tee George Murphy 
Tiss véaneed BATES CRE OL RES: Alan Marshal 
Harry. cccccccccs eececcces Burgess Meredith 
Pe 6 bbe 56860006 0600%02 Joe Cunningham 
— EE Ccerecccccccces Jane Seymour 
BUtel. oc cccccccccsecccocces Lenore Lonergan 
PAWie..cecees oceeeeerccescores Vicki Lester 
SD GORE BEBE. c slccssvesesenes Phil Silverg 
GOPRIUGED. os cccvvcccesece Petty Breckenridge 





‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ is one of 
the sprightliest comedies of this or 
any season. Sparkling and effer- 
vescing, it carries all elements for 
wide general audience appeal and 
will play a merry and profitable 
tune at the summer boxoffices. It’s 
a topline attraction which will amply 
fulfill holdover‘responsibilities in the 
keys; and word-of-mouth will gen- 
erate biz for the subsequent houses, 

Under capable production guid. 
ance of Robert Sisk, director Garson 
Kanin cleverly steers his tale 
through a series of spontaneous epi- 
sodes—taking advantage of every 
laugh opportunity—to deliver a sur- 
prise finish. Original story and 
screenplay by Paul Jarrico is a 
cleverly contrived version of a mod- 
ern Cinderella, and his punchy script 
and dialog cannot be discounted in 
the overall results. 


Picture is the last for both pro- 
ducer Sisk and director Kanin un- 
der the RKO banner for some time. 
Sisk has moved to Paramount, while 
Kanin is in the army. 


The story of the romantic inclina- 
tions of a naive and semi-fickle girl 
is unfolded at a lively pace. Ginger 
Rogers, telephone operator, aims for 
romance with a millionaire but ac- 
cepts the proposal of breezy and am- 
bitious auto-salesman George Mur- 
phy. Mistaking Burgess Meredith 
for her rich Romeo, she noncha- 
lantly becomes engaged to him also, 
Then she meets the young million- 
aire, Alan Marshal, and neatly 
wangles a proposal from him—but 
eventually has to decide among the 
three. Her surprisingly sudden 
switch from riches to the impecuni- 
ous and dreamy auto mechanic, 
Meredith—because he makes bells 
ring when they kiss—is most ine 
genuously contrived and directed. 

Miss Rogers again hits the peak 
in her performance of the working 
girl dizzily confused by the roman- 
tic profusion that enters her life. 
She capably carries the burden of 
the exacting requirements of the 
role, and continually holds attention 
as the pivotal factor in the proceed- 
ings. While Murphy, as the am- 
bitious and personable auto sales- 
man, and Marshal, the millionaire 
candidate, both deliver solidly in 
their respective assignments, it’s 
Meredith who stands out most prom- 
inently with a sterling and lightsome 
performance as the happy-go-lucky 
and lazy individual who finally gets 
the girl. Excellent support is pro- 
vided by Joe Cunningham, little 
Lenore Lonergan, Jane Seymour and 
Phil Silvers. 

Picture is studded with numerous 
laugh-getting episodes. Sequence 
between Murphy and Meredith in 
the auto salesroom, with resultant 
car demonstration that picks up Miss 
Rogers, is rich in humor. Three 
dream sequences, in which Miss 
Rogers visualizes her future with 
each of the candidates after their 
respective proposals, set a new mark 
in use of process photography for 
providing novel effects to heighten 
audience values. The fourth dream 
episode, in which the three suitors 
parade together, would be more ef- 
fective if confined to the first half of 
its foortage. 

Technical contributions are _ tops, 
with Merritt Gerstad turning In an 
excellent job of photography. Out- 
standing, however, is the process 
photography and special effects de- 
vised and executed by Vernon L. 
Walker, who does much to enhance 
audience values with his contribu- 
tions of new innovations in his field. 
Roy Webb also clicks with his mu- 
sical score, which dovetails neatly 
into the mood and action of the pice 
ture. Walt. 


My Life With Caroline 


RKO release of United Producers (Wile 
liam Hawks-Lewis Milestone) production, 
directed by Milestone. Stars Ronald Cole 
man; features Anna Lee, Charles Wine 
ninger, Reginald Gardiner, Gilbert Roland, 
Katherine Leslie, Hugh O'Connell. Sercen- 
play by John van Druten and Arnold Bele 
gard from play ‘Train pour Venise’ Dy 
Louis Verneuil and Georges Berr; camera, 
Victor Milner; editor, Edward Donahue. 
Previewed in the Projection Room, N. a 
July 15, 1941. Running time, 78 MINS. 


AMtThONy....ccccccccccccrees Ronald Colman 
Caroline. ....cccccccece eenensereed A nna Lee 
BED cc cccevescoes eeeee- Charlies Winninger 
Paul..ccscccoce scodecce cs eeginalé Gardiner 
Paco Del Valle...ccccecess-: Gilbert Rota’ d 
Helen... .ccccccccce ecocee Katharine Leslit 
Muirhead........seceesees-Hugh O'Connell 
Jenkins. .cccccccces eocccoccce Murray Alper 
Walters...... rrr rity Tt Matt Moore 





‘My Life With Caroline’ will 
garner moderately good grosses. It 
will stand up alone or as first fea- 
ture on duals in most situations. A 
fluffy comedy, it has been given 4 
pleasingly unique presentation by di- 
rector Lewis Milestone. On marquee 
strength, Ronald Colman’s name 15 





(Continued on page 22) 














Wednesday, July 16, 1941 LARIETY 


TRADE SHOW 
REVIEWS.... 


SAVE TIME! 
SAVE TROUBLE! 
SAVE EXPENSE! 


25c PAYS YOUR 
MILEAGE, HOTEL 


BILLS, AND ALL 
OTHER EXPENSES 
IN COVERING TRADE & 


GET THE BOXOFFICE 
SLANT.... 


25c Per Copy BUY VARIETY 


$10 Per Year 


ON SALE AT ALL 
NEWSSTANDS EVERYWHERE 
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Holiday Letdown Drops L.A. Back 
To Normalcy; ‘Barnacle’ $19,700, 


. ? > ‘ e 9 S hot weather arrives in earnest and 
t la the vacation season begins. Phil 
C 9 all as | Harris and his orch, with ‘Passage 

| fro 


Harris Orch-‘Hong Kong’ 
Great $15,000 in Indpls. 


Indianapolis, July id. 
Business as usual is evident in the 
downtown sector this week as the 








from Hongkong,’ is the big noise 





Los Angeles, July 15. 

Grosses are off somewhat follow- 
ing the holiday spurt last week, but | 
volume on the whole is being fairly 
well maintained, with youngsters out 
of school cushioning the drop. Para- 
mount still leads the town with 
‘Caught in the Draft’ and Will Os- 
borne’s orchestra, heading for nifty 
$15,000 on the third and final week, 
while the Orpheum is sprinting to a 
likely $8,500 with Bowes Amateurs. 

Chinese and Loew’s State are feel- 
ing the draft with a combined gross 
of $19,700 dualing ‘Barnacle Bill’ 
(M-G) and ‘The Get-Away’ (M-G), 
after a good $24,400 the previous 
week with ‘Accent on Love’ (20th) 
and ‘Man Hunt’ (20th). ‘Fantasia,’ 
in its 24th week at the Carthay Cir- 
cle, equals the record run set by 
‘Gone With the Wind’ with a good 
$6,000 in sight and keeps going. 


Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,615; 83- 
$1.10 - $1.65) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(24th wk). Holding up well with 
$6,000, after kngeking off $6,500 on 
previous week with July 4 weekend. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,034; 
30-44-55-75)—Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) 
and ‘The Get-Away’ (M-G). Poor 
$8,200 estimated, after strong $11,400 
last week on ‘Man Hunt’ (20th) and 
‘Accent on Love’ (20th). 

Downtown (WB) (1.800; 30-44-55) 
—Bride Came C. O. D.’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Taking a drop this week on 
repeat to approximately $8,500, but 
still profitable. Last week came 
through with best in months at $11,- 
000 and showing solo. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900: 30-44- 
55)—‘Rage in Heaven’ (M-G) (6th 
wk). Sliding to around $1,500, fair. 
Slightly over $1,700 on the fifth 
week. ‘Blossoms in Dust’ (M-G) to 
follow. 

Hollywood (WB) (2.756; 30-44-55) 
—Bride C. O. D. (WB) (2d wk). 
James Cagney-Bette Davis marquee 
strength is manifest with satisfactory 
$8,000 in sight, after first-rate $12,500 
on opening week. 

Orpheum (B’way) (2,200; 30-44-55) 
—‘Roar of Press’ (Mono), ‘Met in 
Argentina’ (RKO) and Major Bowes 
unit. Good $8,500 coming up, with 
the amateurs largely responsible. 
Last week, ‘Men of Timberland’ (U) 
(first run) and ‘Her First Beau’ 
(20th) and vaude, drew weak $7,600, 
disappointing in view of holiday. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-44-55)— 


‘Adventure Washington’ (Col) and 
‘Blondie Society’ (Col). Will come 
in with only $6,000, dull. Last week, 


‘Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO) and ‘Scat- 
tergood Pulls Strings’ (RKO), dented 
by Disney picketers and wound up 
with $8,600, still in the black. 


+ 
ef 
| 





Denver, July 15. 


the Denham and will hold. 


< 
@ 


Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 


Denver. Fair $3,500. 
‘Affectionately Yours’ (WB) 
‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB), 
week at Denver, fair $3,800. 

Broadway (Fox) 


‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA), 


Orpheum, fair $2,500. 
Denham 
40)—Shepherd of Hills’ (Par). 


$7,000. 

Denver (Fox) 
‘Bride C.O.D.’ 

Secret’ (WB). Big $12.000. 
week, ‘Moon Miami’ (20th) 
‘Hello Sucker’ (U), good $9,500. 
Orpheum (RKO) 


Charlie’ 
$6,800. 


(RKO) (2d° wk). 


very nice $12,500. 


‘Shining Victory’ 
Antonio Rose’ (U). 
week, ‘Tight Shoes’ 

Road’ (U), good $5,500. 


(WB) 


ately Yours’ 
each Denver and Aladdin. 
$1,700. Last week, ‘In Navy’ 


Aladdin, and ‘Fargo Kid’ 
good $2,000. 





| 
‘Shepherd,’ $14,500, Herds 40)—‘Moon Over Miami’ (20th) and 


Plenty Coin, H.0. in Denver, s8:5°. ,, bast week, Scouse Prats 


‘Shepherd of the Hills’ is packing 
‘Bride 
Came C.O.D.’ is strong at the Den- 


25-40 )— 
‘Moon Miami’ (20th), after week at 
Last week, $9,000 
and 
after 


(1,040; 25-40)— 
after a 
week at each the Denver, Aladdin 
and Rialto. Poor $2,000. Last week, 
‘Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO) and ‘Scat- 
tergood Pulls’ (RKO), after week at 


(Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
Fine 
$14,500 and goes second week. Last 
week, ‘Caught Draft’ (Par) (4th wk) 
and ‘West Point Widow’ (Par), good 


(2,525; 25-35-40)— 
(WB) and ‘Nurse’s 


t 
— by vaude on stage. 


(2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Met Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘Hurry, 
Fair 
Last week, ‘Met Bombay’ 
(M-G) and ‘Hurry, Charlie’ (RKO), 


Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-35)— 
and ‘San 
Fair $4,000. Last 

(U) and ‘Hit 


Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Million 
Dollar Baby’ (WB) and ‘Affection- 
(WB), after week at 
Fair 
(VU), 
after week at each the Denver and 
(RKO), 


| here at the Lyric. 
Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
Young Lady’ (20th). Okay 
Last week ‘Caught Draft 


| ‘Very 


wk), oke $7,300. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40) 
—‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘Adven- 
ture Washington’ (Col) (2d wk). 
Okay $7,500. Last week, very good 
$11,500. 

Lyrie (Lyric) (1,900; 30-40-50)— 
‘Passage Hongkong’ (WB) and Phil 
Harris orch. Peachy $15.000. Last 
week ‘Puddin’ Head’ (Rep) and 
vaude headed by Billy Gilbert, fair 





‘Dragon’ Is Minus 
Pickets But Plus 
Vande in SF, 176 


San Francisco, July 15. 

Golden Gate doing the biz this 
week with ‘Reluctant Dragon,’ aided 
Disney opus is 
pulling ahead Of expectations, and is 
running without interference from 
pickets. Understood that the local 
Labor Council was approached by 
the Disney strikers when flick 
opened, but that the appeal for a 
strike was turned down. ; 

Weather has been as spotty as biz, 
with some nights as chilly as winter, 
despite warm days. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
‘Bride C.0.D. (WB) and ‘Singapore 
Woman’ (WB) (2d wk). Holding u 
okay for nice $12,000. First wee 
finished with swell $19,500. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
55)—‘Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO) and 
vaude. Playing to plenty of juves, 
but still plenty of curious adults for 
nifty $17,000. Last week ‘Hurry, 
Charlie’ (RKO) and Ear] Carroll re- 








Paramount ‘Par) (3.595; 30-44-55- 
75)—‘Caught in Draft’ (Par) (3d wk) 
and Will Osborne orch. Looks like 
excellent $15.000 for third week, 
after strong $21,000 on the second. 

RKO (RKO) (2,872; 30-44-55)— 
‘Adventure in Washington’ (Col) and 
"Blondie in Society’ (Col). Not too 
robust at $6.200. Last week, ‘Reluct- 
ant Drason’ (RKO) and ‘Scattergood 
Pulls Strings’ (RKO), rolled up 
$8.100, better than expected in view 
of Disney strike situation. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2.404: 30-44- 
R§-78—“Rarnacle Bill’ (M-G) and 
Nee he - Artery ‘M-G). No better 
than $11,500 anticipated. Last week, 
‘Man Hunt’ (20th) and ‘Accent on 
Love’ (20th), hit satisfactory $13,000 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100: 
30-44-55) —Man Hunt’ (20th) and 
‘Accent on Love’ (20th). Approxi- 
mately $3,000 expected, somewhat 
light. Last week, ‘Met in Bombay’ 
(M-G) and ‘Beauty’s Sake’ (20th). 
fairlv satisfactory on moveover at 
$4.100. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,206: 30-44-55) 
—Man Hunt’ (20th) and ‘Accent on 
Love’ (20th). Slightly off at prob- 
able $6.500. Last week, ‘Met Bom- 
bay’ (M-G) and ‘Beauty’s Sake’ 
(20th) nice $7,600. 





Only Whanss in Jersey C.; 
‘Billy Kid’ Great $16,000 


Jersey City, July 15. 
Loew’s, with ‘Billy the Kid’ and 
‘Cheers for Miss Bishop,’ is doing 
top-notch business this week. At- 
tendance at town’s other firstrun 
houses also good. 


_ Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205; 28-33-50)— 
‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Cheers Miss 
Bishop’ (UA). Great $16,000 ex- 
pected. Last week, ‘Love Crazy’ 
(M-G) and ‘Missing 10 Days’ (Col), 
good $13,700. 

Stanley (WB) 


(4,500; 28-33-50)— 
‘Underground’ 


(WB) and ‘Kisses 
Breakfast’ (WB). Strong $14,500 in 
sight. Last week, ‘Out Fog’ (WB) 
and ‘Time Rhythm’ (Col), fair 
$12,500. 


State (Skouras) (2,150; 28-33-50)—- 
‘Man Hunt’ (20th) and ‘Sunny’ 
(RKO) (2d wk). Fine $9,000 ex- 


| Last 


MARXES, $8,500, 
NICE IN OMAHA 


—_——_— 


Omaha, July 15. 
Marxes are making a good come- 
back at the Omaha in ‘The Big 
Store.’ ‘Underground’ is nifty at the 
Brandeis, but ‘Flame of New 
Orleans’ is not especially good at the 
Orpheum. 


Estimates for This Week 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30-40) 
—Big Store’ (M-G) and ‘Wait for 
You’ (M-G). Nice $8,500. Last week, 
‘Night Lisbon’ (Par) and ‘Long 
Voyage’ (UA) fair $8,000. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40 )—‘Underground’ 
‘Blondie Saciety’ (Col). Nice $6,000. 
week, ‘Reluctant Dragon’ 
(RKO) and ‘First Beau’ (Col), $5,400. 
down because of a sudden sag. 


Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-30- 
40)—‘Flame New Orleans’ (U) and 
‘Reaching Sun’ (Par). Fair $9,000. 
Last week, ‘In Navy’ (U) and ‘Round 
Up’ (Par), swell $13,500. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 
‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) and ‘Affection- 
ately Yours’ (WB), split with ‘Dead 


Men vig 2 bly (20th), ‘Man-Made 
Monster’ (U) and ‘Horror Island’ 
(U). Fair $900. Last week, ‘Sea 


Wolf’ (WB), ‘Lady Louisiana’ (Rep) 
and Louis-Conn fight (RKO), split 
| with ‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA) and 
‘Invisible Woman’ (U), good $1,000. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
—Mutiny Arctic’ (U), ‘Footlight 
Fever’ (RKO) and ‘Geronimo’ (Par), 
triple split with ‘Wild Man Borneo’ 
(M-G), ‘Couldn’t Say No’ (WB) and 
‘Sea Wolf’ (WB), and ‘Blondie Latin’ 
(Col) and ‘Singapore Woman’ (WB). 
Good $900. Last week, ‘Back Saddle’ 
(Rep), ‘Met Argentina’ (RKO), ‘Road 
Zanzibar’ (Par), split with ‘Women 
Names’ (Par), ‘Father Prince’ (WB) 
and ‘Two Gun Law (Col), ‘Wagons 
Roll Night’ (WB) and ‘Penny Sere- 
nade’ (Col), fair $1,000. 


Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (960-600-300; 25) — ‘Ziegfeld 
Girl’ (M-G) and ‘Affectionately 


Yours’ (WB), split with ‘Uncertain 
Feeling’ (UA), ‘Man-Made Monster’ 
(U) and ‘Horror Island’ (U). Fair 
900. Last week, ‘Lady Louisiana’ 
(Rep), ‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and Louis- 
Conn fight, split with ‘Invisible 





(WB) and | 

















pected. Last week, terrific $13,000. 


Woman’ (U), ‘Topper Returns’ (UA) 
and ‘Pot Gold’ (UA), ditto. 


i RENE NR Eni 6 Nee 


vue, ditto. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-50)—‘Knew All Answers’ (Col) 
and ‘Blondie Society’ (Col). This 
house still having a struggle, al- 
though things are picking up a little 
this week for $6,000... Last week 
‘Model Wife’ (U) and ‘Sweetheart 
Campus’ (Col), had tough going at 
$5,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
50)—‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) and ‘Get- 
away’ (M-G). This one is proble- 
matical, but ought to garner satis- 
factory $15,000. Last (3d-final) 
week, ‘Caught Draft’ (Par) and 
‘West Point Widow’ (Par), swell 
$11,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
50)—‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘Shot 
Dark’ (WB) (2d moveover wk). Go- 
ing great guns for above average 
$6,000. Last (lst-moveover) week, 
terrific $8,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
40-50) —‘Three Sailors’ (UA). Swell 
selling job isn’t doing what it should 
for this one, with sad $7,000 reflect- 
ing mild start. Last (2d-final) week, 
‘Pot Gold’ (UA), faded away for 
miserable $4,900, and in Horace 
Heidt’s home town, too. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-50) 
—‘Man Hunt’ (20th) and ‘Las Vegas 
Nights’ (Par). Another problemati- 
cal entry, with average $12,000 ap- 
parent. ‘Last (2d-final) week, ‘Moon 
Over Miami’ (20th) and ‘Beauty’s 
Sake’ (20th), finished around $8,500. 


‘MAN HUNT,’ $7,500, 
N.S.H. IN NORMAL CINCY 








Cincinnati, July 15. | 
Biz currently in normal summer | 


stride, although tumbling a few de- 
grees under last week’s_ holiday- 
helped stretch hypoed by ‘Caught 
Draft,’ which rang up Cincy’s loftiest 
gross for past two years. The Bob 
Hope pic is in second-week at the 
Capitol, where it moved from the 
Albee. 


Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50) — 
‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB). Okay $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Caught Draft’ (Par), in- 
creased momentum in last half to hit 
$20,000, Cincy’s best for past two 
years at prices. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Caught Draft’ (Par). Moveover 
from Albee for second week. Smash 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Met Bombay’ 
(M-G) (2d run), swell $6,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,600; 15-28) — 
‘Wrangler’s Roost’ (Mono) and ‘Big 
Boss’ (Col). split with ‘Singapore 


Woman’ (WB) and ‘Gang’s All Here’ 


(Mono). Seasonal $1,800. Same last 








L'ville Weak Despite Defense 





Only Terrific Pix Draw—‘Moon Over Miami’ Getting 
° Fine $8,000 





Marxes Nifty $5,500 
In Port.; All H.0.s Good 


Portland, Ore., July 15. 

Only new pic to hit town this week 
is ‘The Big Store,’ pulling Marx- 
loving erowds to the little United 
Artists. 

All other houses holding over. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
50)—‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) (2d wk.). 
Still going for: high $6,000. First 
week, great $10,000. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500; 35-40-50)—‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) 
(4th wk.), dualed with re-issue of 
‘Suez’ (20th) (Ist wk.). Taking okay 
$3,100. Third week (single) made 
good $3.500, after two satisfactory 
weeks at UA. 

Orpheum’ = (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50)—Bride C. O. D.’ 
(WB) and ‘Cowboy and Blonde’ 
(20th) (2d wk.). Going for nice $5,- 
000. First week, strong $7,500. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 35-40-50) — ‘Caught Draft’ 
(Par) and ‘Melody Three’ (RKO) 
(3d wk.). Good $4,900. Second week 
took very nice $7,600. . 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 
35-40-50) — ‘Big Store’ (M-G) and 
‘Singapore Woman’ (WB). Looks 
like fine $5,500. Last week, ‘Mata 
Hari’ (M-G) and ‘Get Away’ (M-G), 
pulled after five days and poor $2,800. 


BETTE-CAGNEY 
OK $17,000, HUB 


Boston, July 15. 

Top grosser this week will be 
‘Bride Came C.O.D.’, although this 
one is under par for a Bette Davis- 
James Cagney film. ‘Reluctant Dra- 
gon’ is medium, despite favorable 
press. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 28-39-44-55) 
—In Navy’ (U) (5th wk) and ‘San 
Antonio Rose’ (U) (2d wk). Head- 
ing for so-so $7,500. Last week, nifty 
$12,400. ‘Navy’ previously played 
three weeks at Keith Memorial. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Moon Miami’ (20th) (continued 
run from Met) and ‘Lady from 
Louisiana’ (Rep). (Ist run). Skid- 
ding to $4,500. Last week, ‘Man 
Hunt’ (20th) and ‘Thieves Fall Out’ 
(Par), $6,006, very good. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2.900: 28- 
39-44-55 )—‘Relucant Dragon’ (RKO) 
and ‘Dance Hall’ (20th). Aiming at 
$14,000, slightly disappointing. Last 
week, ‘All Answers’ (Col) and 
‘Bachelor Daddy (U), $12,500, off. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367: 28-39- 
44-55)—‘Bride C.O.D.” (WB) and 
‘Nurse’s Secret?’ (WB). Tuning in 
to okay $17,000. Last week, ‘Moon 


Miami’ (20th) and ‘Wait You’ (M-G), 
$15,500. 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Adven- 
ture Washington’ (Col) (2d wk). 
Running at fair $12,000 gait. First 
week, good $18,000. 

Paramount (M&P) (1.797; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Moon Miami’ (20th) (continued 
run from Met) and ‘Lady Louisiana’ 
(Rep) (1st run). Fair $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Man Hunt’ (20th) and ‘Thieves 
Fall’ (Par), $8,000, good. 


State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55)— 











‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Adventure 
Washington’ (Col) (2d wk). Will 
take around $9,000, okay. First 
week, $14,600, dandy. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 15-25- 
44)—‘Great Swindle’ (Col) and 
‘Thunder Afloat’ (M-G) (reissue). 


Indicate $2,200, n.s.h. 
‘Prisoner Devil’s Island’ 
‘Never Say Die’ (Par) 
same. 


Last week, 
(Col) and 
(revival), 





week for ‘Pirates Horseback’ (Par) 
and ‘Emergency Landing’ (PRC), di- 
vided with ‘Lady Louisiana’ (Rep) 
and ‘Nurse’s Secret’ (WB). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50) — 
‘Moon Miami’ (20th). Switched from 
Palace for second week. All right 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Big Store’ (M-G) 
(2d run), good $4,500. 

Keith’s (Libson)- (1,500: 33-40-50) 
—Tight Shoes’ (U). Fairly good 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Time Rhythm’ 
(Col), five days, very poor $1,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50) — 
‘Met Bombay’ (M-G). Relayed from 
Albee and Capitol for third week on 
main line. ~ Pleasing $3,500. Same 
last week on ‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) (3d 
run). 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50) — 
‘Man Hunt’ (20th). N.s.h. $7,500. 
Last week, ‘Moon Miami’ (20th), 
favorable $10,009 








Louisville, July 15. 

‘Moon Over Miami,’ coupled with 
‘Ride on Vaquero’ at the Rialto, 
shapes up the best b.o. draw in a 
week that is just fair. Business ig 
only medium at all stands, and most 
houses are down from the past few 
weeks. New product is bringing in 
light returns, while h.o’s are doing 
all right. 

Defense spending is helping down- 
town houses, but it’s spotty, and in 
evidence only when a terrific pic ig 
billed, or on the Charlestown, Ind., 
or Fort Knox, Ky., paydays, which 
fall around the 15th and 30th of the 
month. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40) — ‘Caught Draft’ 
(Par) and ‘San Antonio Rose’ (U). 
Moved over from Rialto after big 
two weeks. Pointing to good $3,000, 
Last week, ‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and 
‘Broadway Limited’ (UA) (3d down- 
town week), excellent $3,200. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
—Great Lie’ (WB) and ‘Uncertain 
Feeling’ (U), split with ‘Devil and 
Miss Jones’ (RKO) and ‘Adam Sons’ 
(Col), Aiming at fine $1,500. Last 
week, ‘Night Rio’ (20th) and ‘Blondie 
Latin’ (Col), good $1,600. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) 
30-40 )—‘Met. Bombay’ 
‘Adventure Washington’ (Col) (2d 
wk). Mild $5,000. First week enor- 
mous $11,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Still going along at profitable 
pace and drawing bead on good 
$3,500. First week better than esti- 
mated $5,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40) —‘Moon Miami’ (20th) and 
‘Ride Vaquero’ (20th). Copping nice 
trade here and gaining bulk of b.o. 
attention for probably fine $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Caught Draft’ (Par) and 
‘San Antonio Rose’ (U) (2d wk), 
good $7,500 and moveover. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Sunny’ (RKO) and ‘Meet 
Again’ (RKO). Indicate medium 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Tight Shoes’ (U) 
and ‘Voice Night’ (U), all right 
$3,200. 


‘SHEPHERD HILLS’ NICE 
$8,300 IN KANSAS C. 


Kansas City, July 15. 

Two of the new films are doing 
well enough to be strong candidates 
for holdover berths. These are ‘Man 
Hunt,’ as top half of dual bill in the 
Fox-Midwest’s Esquire and Uptown, 
and ‘Shepherd of the Hills’ solo at 
the Newman. 

Tower is having a bang-up week 
with Little Jack Little and band as 
the magnet on the stage. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox-Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043: 10-28-44)— 
‘Man Hunt’ (20th) and ‘Bride Crutch- 
es’ (20th). Good newspaper notices 
behind this one; getting $8,000 combo 
and holdover. Last week, ‘Moon 
Miami’ (20th), $7,000, okay. 

Midland (Loew's (4,101; 10-28-44) 
—‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘Adven- 
ture Washington’ (Col) (2d wk). 
House, which seldom made any hold- 
overs, is playing them for extended 
runs more frequently of late. This 
one will glean nice $7,500, after first 
week’s good $12,000. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
28-44)—Shepherd Hills’ (Par). Has 
to go through comparison of its 
scenery and story with actual scen- 
ery of the book, so well known in 
these parts, but still coming up with 
*8,300, nice. and may stay longer. 
Last week, ‘Caught Draft’ (Par) (3d 
wk), big $6.500. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110: 10-30)—‘San 
Antonio Rose’ (U) with Little Jack 
Little orch on stage. Will top $8,- 
000, big figure. with band the reason. 
Last week, ‘Puddin’ Head’ (Rep) 
with vaude, light $5,500. 


Dialog Directors’ Guild 


Hollywood, July 15. 


An open meeting of the newly 
formed Dialog Directors Guild has 
been called for Monday night (21). 
All working and non-employed di- 
alog directors have been invited to 
attend. The Guild has a Federal 
charter from the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, and already claims 
to represent 80% of the directors in 
the industry. 

Demands for improved wages. 
hours and conditions are now being 


(3,300; 15- 
(M-G) and 














‘ prepared. 
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Outside of ‘Draft’ H.0-Rochester, 
$43,000, Not Much B.0. in Chicago: 
‘Man Hunt’ Fine 13G, ‘Dragon, 9G 








Chicago, July 15. 
‘Caught in the Draft’ holds for a 
third week in the Chicago, having 
proven one of the biggest smashes in 
the history of the loop. Currently 
has Rochester, Dick Stabile orch and 


Gracie Barrie for stage support. 
Bo. is adding up to a degree of 
potency which makes for consider- 
able management happiness. — 

Loop has a flock of new pictures. 
Woods yesterday (Monday) switched 
to ‘Jungle Cavalcade,’ the Frank 
Buck picture, after a long run with 
‘Citizen Kane.’ The animal picture 
is in on a grind policy at 55c top. 

Palace combination of ‘Reluctant 
Dragon’ and ‘Hurry, Charlie’ is out 
after a single fair week and replaced 
today (Tuesday) with a dualer 
headed by the Ginger Rogers pic- 
ture, ‘Tom, Dick and Harry.’ Two 
light comedies in the Apollo and 
Garrick, ‘Uncertain Feeling’ in the 
former and ‘She Knew All the An- 
swers’ in the latter, are pretty mean- 
ingless at the wicket and will stick 
only a short time. 

Looking for greater strength is 
*Man Hunt,” which is stirring up talk 
in the Roosevelt. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA). Not 
much for this one, which is getting 
a little drop-in trade for so-so 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Billy Kid’ 
(M-G), was alright in third loop 
session at $4,900. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Caught Draft’ (Par) (3d wk) and 
Rochester, Dick Stabile orch, Gracie 
Barrie on stage and aiding the b.o. 


plenty. Take will be $43,000. Last 
week the Phil Harris orch and 
‘Draft’; went far over expectations 


for mammoth $44,400 on extra shows. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Knew Answers’ (Col). Program- 
mer not designed for excitement, but 
will garner a fair take at $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Reaching Sun’ (Par). 
was mild at $3,200. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-44)— 
‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) and ‘Flame 
New Orleans’ (U). Good solid com- 
bination getting best coin here in 
long time at $8,500. Last week, 
‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) and ‘Great 
Broadcast’ (20th), okay $7,100. 


Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
‘Dragon’ (RKO) and ‘Hurry, Char- 
lie’ (RKO). Small money combina- 


tion this, with the Disney feature- 
length failing to attract much moola; 
$9,000. Replacing is combo headed 
by ‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ (RKO). 

Roosevelt (B&K) (2,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Man Hunt’ (20th). Sold well 
by B&K exploiteers, but will get 
only mildish $13,000. Last week, 
‘Dollar Baby’ (WB), fair $8,600. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44)— 
‘Hit Road’ (U) and vaude. Not 
much for the general run here and 
only the upped weekend prices makes 
big $19,000 possible. Last week, 
“Wagon Roll’ (Par) had Harry Rich- 
man on the stage to corral wow 
$20,200. 

United Artists. (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75) — ‘Bombay’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). After hot initial stanza at 
$18,400, will follow up currently to 
excellent $14,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 28-33-55) 
—‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO). Opened 
yesterday (Monday) and will do 
Slick $9,500, aided by -fine exploita- 
tion. Last week, ‘Kane’ (RKO) 
finished nine weeks (50-75-$1.10- 
$€.65) to good $9,100. 


Draft’ Heavy $26,000 





In B’klyn; Strand Shuts 





Brooklyn, July 15. 

Smashing biz at Fabian Paramount 
With ‘Caught in the Draft’ and 
Poison Pen,’ Trailing is Loew’s 
Metropolitan with ‘Billy the Kid’ and 
Hello Sucker.’ 

Warner’s Strand shuttered for 
summer, Vaudfilm policy is planned 
for fall reopening. 

Estimates for This Week 

._ Albee (RKO) (3,274; 25-35-50)— 
Man Hunt’ (20th) (2d wk) and ‘Very 
Young Lady’ (20th). Will draw neat 
$14,500. Last week, coupled with 
Tight Shoes’ (U), nice $18,000. 
fox (Fabian) (4,023; 25-35-50)— 
Underground’ (WB) and ‘Kisses for 
Breakfast’ (WB). Good $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Power Dive’ (Par) and ‘Knew 
All Answers’ (Col), good $15,000. 
Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 25-35-50)— 
Billy Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Hello Sucker.’ 
Strong $16,000. Last week, ‘Love 
Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Black Cat’ (U) 
(2d wk), okay $15,000, 
4 Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 25-35- 
dee Caught Draft’ (Par) and ‘Poison 
Pen’ (Rep). Booming $26,000 in view. 
ast week, ‘One Night in Lisbon’ 
‘Par) and ‘Strange Alibi’ (WB), 
healthy $16,000. 


'nice start for good $2,000. 


vv 


Lincoln Price Cut No Aid; 
‘Bride C.0.D.’ Good $4,000 


Lincoln, Neb., July 15. 

Town’s on-again-off-again biz was 
off again this term, with only ‘Bride 
Came C.O.D.’ having a chance of 
turning in black figures. 

New price policy, which exhibs 
hoped would shoo away the boxoffice 
bogey, has failed to click, but re- 
action here to such changes is al- 
ways slow, 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer ) 
(750; 10-15)—‘Melody Ranch’ (Rep) 
and ‘Ellery Queen’ (Col), split with 
‘Adventures Jane Arden’ (WB) and 


‘Gangs Sonora’ (Rep). So-so $900. 
Last week, ‘Girls 21’ (Col) and 
‘Nevada City’ (Rep), split with 


‘Medico Painted ,Springs’ (Col) and 
‘Mexican Spitfire’ (RKO), ditto. 
Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
10-20-25)—‘Cowboy Blond’ (20th). 
With summer prices as lure, prob- 
ably won’t attract more than $1,600, 


poor. Last week, ‘Moon Miami’ 
(20th), juicy $3,600. 
Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) 


(1,236; 10-15-20)—‘Power Dive’ (Par) 
and ‘Beauty’s Sake’ (20th). Still in 
depression rut for sad $1,200. Last 
week, ‘Border Vigilantes’ (Par) and 
‘Shot in Dark’ (WB), sad $1,200. 
Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,884; 
10-25-40) — ‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB). 
Taking all the trade there is for 
excellent $4,000, with h.o. possibility. 
Last week, ‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G), got 
only five days and slim $1,900. 
Varsity ‘(Noble-Federer) (1,100; 
10-20-25) ‘Wagons Roll’ (WB). Bar- 
gain prices flunked out here, too, and 
film headed for dismal $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO), 
stumbled around to weak $2,800. 





First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of July 17 

Astor—‘Sergeant York’ 
(3d wk). 

Broad way— ‘Fantasia’ (Disriey) 
(36th wk). 

Capitol—‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G), - 

(Reviewed in Variety July 2) 

Criterion—‘In the Navy’ (U) 
(6th wk). 

Globe—‘Navy Blue and Gold’ 
(M-G) (19). 

Music Hali—‘Tom, Dick and 
Harry’ (RKO). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Palace—Jungle Cavalcade’ 
(RKO) (3d wk). 

Paramount — ‘Caught 
Draft’ (Par) (4th wk). 

Rialto—The Getaway’ (M-G) 
(16). 

(Reviewed in Variety June 11) 

Roxy—‘Dance Hall’ (20th) (18). 

Strand—‘Manpower’ (WB) (3d 
wk). 


(WB) 


in the 


Week of July 24 

Astor—‘Sergeant York’ 
(4th wk). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(37th wk). 

Capitol-—‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). 

Critericn—‘Stars Look Down’ 
(M-G). 
(Reviewed in Variety Jan. 3, 1940) 

Globe—‘Navy Blue and Gold’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). 
Music Hall—Tom, Dick and 
Harry’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Palace — ‘Reluctant 
(RKO). 

(Reviewed in Varusty June 11) 

Paramount — ‘Caught in the 
Draft’ (Par) (5th wk). 

Roxy—‘Dance Hall’ (20th) (2d 
wk). 

Strand—‘Bride Came C. O. D.’ 
(WB) (25). 

(Reviewed in Vartety July 2) 


(WB) 


Dragon’ 








‘Men Timberlands’ (U). Getting its 
share for fair $2,000. Last week, ‘Hit 
Road’ (U) and ‘Saddlemates’ (Rep), 
$1,800. 





MOON, $22,000, 
BIG IN DET. 
UPBEAT 


Detroit, July 15. 


Detroit continues to show strength. 
Biz now has been sustained here for 
over a month, fortifying the feeling 
that the present ‘boom’ is a genuine 
reflection of the billion in arma- 
ments money poured into this area. 

Fox again will take a bill over that 
important $20,000 marker’ with 
‘Moon Over Miami’ and ‘Saint’s 
Vacation.’ Only other new bill is at 
the Palms-State, usual switch-over 
house, which is running well with 
‘Sea Wolf’ and ‘Scattergood Baines.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) 
—In Navy’ (U) and ‘Tight Shoes’ 
(U) (4th wk). House should glean 
another $5,000, on top of last week's 
$7,000, despite Fox’s heavy grosses in 
first pair of weeks for this dual. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
50)—‘Moon Miami’ (20th) and ‘Saint’s 
Vacation’ (RKO). Indicate strong 
$22.000. Last week, ‘Man Hunt’ (20th) 
and ‘San Antonio Rose’ (U), hefty 
$20,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-55)—‘Caught Draft’ (Par) and 
‘Affectionately Yours’ (2d wk). Okay 
$16,000, after smash $26,000 last 
week. ; 

Palms-State (United Detroit) | 
(3,000; 30-40-55)—‘Sea Wolf’ (Par) | 
and ‘Scattergood Baines’ (RKO). | 
Nice $8,000 in sight. Last week, ‘John | 
Doe’ (WB) and ‘Million Dollar Baby’ | 
(WB) (3d wk), o.k. $7,000. 


‘BRIDE C.0.D.,’ $12,500, 
NIFTY IN RAINY PROV. 


Providence, July 15. 
The rains came and sure helped 
b.o.’s hereabouts. Two _ holdovers, 
‘Caught in the Draft,’ at Strand, and 
‘Met in Bombay,’ at Loew’s State, 
are still going strong. é 
Theatres have inaugurated special 
prices for men in the armed services. 
Uniformed men are admitted for 24c 
in the a.m., and 30c afternoons and 
evenings. 
Estimates for This Week 
Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—‘Moon Miami’ (20th) and ‘Cow- 
boy Blonde’ (20th) (2d run). Off to 
Last 
week, ‘Knew Answers’ (Col) and 
‘Time Rhythm’ (Col) (2d run), fair- 














ish $1,500. 
Fay’s (Indie) (2,000: 10-25-35)— 
‘One Million’ (20th) (reissue) and 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 10-25-35)— 
‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) and ‘Shining 
Victory’ (WB). Stepping off to nifty 
$12,500. ~ Last week, ‘Moon Miami’ 
(20th) and ‘Cowboy Blonde’ (20th), 
fine $10,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50) — 
‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘Adventure 
Washington’ (Col) (2d wk). Still 
getting heavy play for grand $11,000, 
after knocking off fine $14,500 in 
opening stanza. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-40-50) — 
‘Caught Draft’ (Par) and ‘Boston 
Blackie’ (Col) (2d wk). A _ bread- 
winner hereabouts with lively $7,500. 
Took in pretty close to record $13,500 
in first session. 


Oldies Hamper Wash.; 
Beery-Wheeler Fair 186, 





Ditto ‘Fog’-Isabel Jewell 





Washington, July 15. 

Only two new films on this week’s 
calendar, so there’s not much excite- 
ment at the boxoffices. Capitol’s 
‘Barnacle Bill,’ with Wallace Beery 
as draw, has slight edge over ‘Out 
of Fog,’ at Earle, both supported by 
stage shows with film personalities. 
Isabel Jewell is on Earle stage, while 
Bert Wheeler is the Capitol’s head- 
liner. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44- 
66)—‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G), plus Bert 
Wheeler on stage. Leading ng. 
competition with fair enough $18,000. 
Last week, ‘Billy Kid’ (M-G), plus 
vaude, topped town with sizzling 
$22,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) (2d run). Ex- 
cellent $6,000 for third downtown 
week. Last week, ‘Blood and Sand’ 
(20th) (2d run), managed average 
$5,000. 

Earle (WB) (2.216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Out of Fog’ (WB), plus vaude with 
Isabel Jewell. Just middling with 
passable $16,000. Last week, ‘Kiss 
Boys’ (Par), plus vaude, good $20,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1830; 39-55)—‘In 
Navy’ (U) (3d wk). Still good for 
$6,000. Last week, nice $9,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44) 
—‘Underground’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Garnering for holdover term aver- 
age first-week figure, $5,000. Last 
week, $8,200, topped anything in a 
year. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 28-55)— 
‘Caught Draft’ (Par) (2d wk). Hold- 
ing up with handsome $13,000. Last 
week very ood $21,000. 





Lupino Initials Deal 


Hollywood, July 15. 

Ida Lupino’s first job under her 
two-picture contract with 20th-Fox 
is the femme lead opposite Tyrone 
Power in ‘Benjamin Blake.’ 

Filming starts Aug. 25, with Wil- 
liam Perlberg associate ~ producer 
under Darryl Zanuck. 


| closed. down Sunday 





‘Navy’ Best in Cooler 
Montreal With $6,500 


Montreal, July 15. 

Fair week in sight currently, with 
‘In the Navy’ topping the street at 
$6,500. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62}—‘In 
Navy’ (U). Out-of-towners and 
cooler weather should boost this one 


to $6,500, good. Last week ‘Moon 
Miami’ (20th), fair $4,800. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Man Hunt’ (20th) and ‘Bride 
Crutches’ (20th). Nice $4,500. Last 
week ‘Caught Draft’ (Par) and 
‘Point Widow’ (Par) (2d wk), good 
$4,200. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— 


‘Lovy Crazy’ (M-G) (2d wk). Point- 
ing to fair $4,500, after good enough 
$6,000 last week. 

Princess (CT) 
‘Shining Victory’ 


(2,300; 30-40-53)— 
(WB) and ‘Devil 
Dogs’ (WB). Better outlook at $3,- 
000. Last week ‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep) 
and ‘Black Cat’ (U), weak $2,500. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘Dictator’ (UA) (4th wk). Still 
clicking, with fair $2,500 in sight, 
after satisfactory $3,000 last week. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 30-60 )—‘Feu de Paille’ (2d wk). 
Slipping to probable $600, after poor 
$800 last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 30- 
40)—‘Les Beaux Jours’ and ‘Adhe- 
mar Aviateur.’ Low for season at 
$2,000. Last week ‘Maison du Mys- 
tere’ and ‘J’aime toutes les Femmes,’ 
poor $2,300. 


SAMY KAYE UPS 
‘SUN TO $21,000 
IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, July 15. 

Put cooler weather and sock at- 
tractions together, and they spell one 
thing—biz. Upgrade that 
here couple of weeks ago is continu- 
ing and general feeling locally is that 
the dog days are no more. Helping 
some, too, is fact that Fulton shut 
down Sunday night (13) for several 
weeks, as per its usual summer cus- 
tom, and average take at that spot 
is subsequently being distributed 
among other first-runners. 


Sammy Kaye bolstering ‘Reaching 
For Sun’ at Stanley into a big profit 
stanza for WB and ‘Caught In Draft’ 
is making everybody happy at Penn. 

Estimates for This Week 

















Miami’ (20th) — Musical 
days of second week before house 


under $1,500, following $5,400 first 
week. Of that, more than $2,000 
came in opening day (4th of July.) 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—Caught Draft’ (Par). Bob Hope 
cinch to sell now and picture’s a 
natural. Whole thing adds up to 
swell $16,500, with chance that it 
may go even above that. Last week, 
‘Bride C. O. D.’ (WA), around $15,- 


started | 








| 





| 





H.0.s Clutter N.Y. Ist Runs, Biz Off; 
‘Blossoms, $70,000, ‘Draft, 456, Both 
Big in 3d Wks., York Smash 23146 


Broadway is cluttered up with 
holdovers this week and business 
plainly reflects this condition, espe- 
cially with several pictures in their 
third or fourth weeks. Single new- 
comer is ‘Time for Rhythm’ at Ar- 
thur Mayer's Rialto, doing merely 
routine business. 

Third sessions for ‘Caught in 
Draft,’ at Paramount, and ‘Blossoms 
in the Dust,’ at Music Hall, regis- 
tered best, with Bob Hope’s comedy 
drawing in $45,000 after extraordi- 
nary $140,000 for the first two ses- 
sions. This insures well above $200,- 
000 in four weeks, a mark that will 
rarely be topped. ‘Blossoms in Dust’ 
is getting okay $70,000, splendid 
profit, after $180,000 garnered the 
first two weeks. 


‘Sergeant York,’ which has been 


| doing capacity since opening July 2 


at the Astor, wound up its first regu- 


lar week last “Monday (14) with 
socko $23,500. Re-scaling of house 
and addition of boxes is credited 


with making this figure possible, 
slightly exceeding the best done by 
‘Gone with Wind’ at the same the- 
atre. 
* ‘Manpower,’ plus Cab Calloway’s 
orch unit, is pulling surprising $38,- 
000 in second week at Strand, after 
a bangup $45,000 first time out. ‘Met 
in Bombay,’ at Capitol, slipped badly 
to $14,000 on second session, while 
‘Moon Over Miami,’ with $28,000 at 
the Roxy, is a big dip from opening 
week, 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (WB) (1,012; 75-85-$1.10- 

$1.65-$2.20)—Sgt. York’ (WB). First 


regular week ended Monday (14) 
night brought socko $23,500, ca- 
pacity. Jesse Lasky production 


garnered smash coin despite heavy 
guest list in first seven days. 

Broadway (Disney) (1,895: 55-75- 
$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) — ‘Fantasia’ (Dis- 
ney) (36th wk). Held up to $8,500 
in past week, highly profitable. Clos- 
ing still remains indefinite. Got $10,- 
800 on previous session. 

Capitol (Loew's (4,520; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25) —‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) 
(2nd wk). Gable-Russell combo 
slipping badly in second stanza for 
under $14,000. The $30,000 pace, first 
week, best profit here in a long time. 
‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) advertised to 
come in Thursday (17). 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,662; 35-44-55- 
75)—‘In Navy’ (U) (6th wk). Not 
in big brackets, but $10,000, in fifth 
week ended last (Tuesday) night, 
represents sturdy profit for this 
house—hence the holdover. Abbott- 
Costello comedy got $17,000, big, the 
week before. 

Globe (Brandt) (1.180; 28-35-55)— 
‘Underground’ (WB) (4th wk). 
Thriller heading for resounding $7,- 
500 in its fourth week, after $9,000 on 
third stanza. ‘Navy Blue and Gold’ 
(M-G) (reissue), due in Saturday 
(19). 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- 
65-75) —‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) 
(2d wk). Frank Buck jungle chiller 
holding up at $9,500, splendid. First 
week, hefty $16,000. Stays third ses- 
sion. ‘Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO) 


Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 25-40) ‘Moon | Skedded after that on indef run and 
got three | same scale. 


Paramount (Par) (3,664: 35-55-85- 


DDS SL wR wipe 


Sides 3. lak in, Draft a Sy yt ee 
lil titiate? So? hte vate hes et 


Danny Kaye, others on stage (4th 
wk). Concluded its third session last 
(Tuesday) night with approximately 


$45,000 in coffers, still handsome 
profit after $140,000 in first two 
weeks. Joe Venuti band comes in 


for fifth week because Bradley out- 
fit had previous date. Otherwise no 
change. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 


000, holiday alone accounting for al-|Jers) (5,960: 44 - 55 - 85 - 99-$1.65)— 
most third of total gross. ‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) and stage 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50)—‘Met | show (3d wk). Finishing third ses- 
Bombay’ (M-G) (3d wk.). Coming] sion with $70,000, plenty okay after 


here from Warner, which got Gable- | $180,000 on first two weeks. 
Doing | Dick and Harry’ (RKO) in Thurs- 


Russell picture from Penn. 


*Tom, 


very well here at $3,200. Last week, | day (17). 


reissue of ‘Bringing Up Baby’ (RKO) 


Rialto (Mayer) (750; 28-44-55)-— 


and ‘Met Argentina’ (RKO), pretty | ‘Time Rhythm’ (Col). Routine $5,500 
bad $1,600. in prospect. “The Getaway’ (M-G) 
Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-35-50) | set to open today (Wednesday). In 


—Blood Sand’ (20th) (2d wk.). Fall- 
ing off to less than half opening ses- 
sion’s figures and goes out tonight 
(15) for reissue of ‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) 
and ‘Time Out Rhythm’ (Col). Won’t 


get more than $3,500, as against 
$7,800 last week. 
Stanley (WB) (3,800; 25-40-60)— 


‘Reaching for Sun’ (Par) and Sammy 
Kaye. Latter responsible for most of 
the biz since film didn’t rate much 
attention from the press. Will do 
$21,000 at least, very good. Last 
week, Andrews Sisters, back for sec- 





ahead, ‘Hit Road’ (U), nice $6.000. 

Roxy (20th) (5,835; 35-55-65-75-35) 
—Moon Over Miami’ (20th) and 
Major Bowes’ ‘1941 Star Parade’ on 
stage (2d wk). Sliding off to reach 
only about $28,000, or fthereaborits. 
Same combo grabbed $48.000 on first 
session. ‘Dance Hall’ (20th) opens 
Friday (18). 

State (Loew’s) (3,400: 28-44-55-75- 
90-$1.10)—‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) (2d 
run) and vaude headed by Ella 
Logan, Berry Bros. Georges and 
Jalna. Senor Wences. Mildish $19,- 
000. Last week, ‘lenny Serenade” 


ond engagement in four months, with | (¢9}) (24 run) and Carmen Amaya, 


Gene Krupa and ‘Out of the Fog 
(WB), were a sensation at better 
than $26,000. 


| 


Cardini. Smith and Dale, excellent 
$2000, best here in many weeks. 
Strand (WB) (2.767: 35-55-75-85- 


Warner (WB) (2.000; 25-35-50)— | 99)—'Manpower’ (WB) and Cab Cal- 


‘Bride C. O. D’ (WB) 


(2d wk.).)lowav orch unit on stage (2d wk). 


Moved here from Penn and doing | Robinson-Raft-Nietrich picture vull- 


pretty good. Cagney-Davis comedy | ing 


will 
week, 


get better 


‘Met Bombay’ (M-G), 


big holiday. 


than $5,000. Last! and ctage show is big heln. 


despite disanpnintine notices, 


Near 


also ¢22000, swell, after slick $45,000 on 
h. o. from Penn, great $8,200 but had | initial week. 


session 


Holdover for third 
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Elks Convention Hikes Philly B.0.s; 


“Answers Krupa-Cass Daley $19,600 


Post-Intelligericer, local Hearst sheet, | 








Philadelphia, Juiy 15. 
Influx of thousands cf visitors to 
Philly for the Elks convention, which 


opened yesterday ‘(Mon.), helping to | 


keep the wickets turning at a fast 
clip in downtown deluxers. Although 
the city is providing lots of cuffo 
entertainment, many of the delegates 
and their wives are dropping in at 
the filmers. 

Getting the bulk of the patronage 
are the holdovers. 

Estimates for This Week 


Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—Night Lisbon’ (Par) (2d run). Sat- 


isfactory $3.000. Revival of ‘Mata 
Hari’ (M-G) opened yesterday 
(Mon.). 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68 )— 


‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G). Nothing to 
cheer about with sour $18,800. Last 
week, ‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) uncorked 
okay $11,500 for second trip. 

Earle (WB) 
‘Knew Answers’ (Col) with stage 
show featuring Gene Krupa orch and 
Cass Daley. Heading for prétty $19,- 
600. Last week, Wusky $21,000 on 
strength of ‘Lady Louisiana’ (Rep) 


plus Rochester unit, Dick Stabile 
orch. 
Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-45-57-68)— 


‘Caught Draft’ (Par) (2nd wk). Bob 
Hope still packing ’em with chunky 
$17,500 in the till for holdover week. 
Will hang around for another trip at 
least. Opening sesh dragged down 
smash $26,500. 

Karlten (WB) (3,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Shining Victory’ (WB). Initial run 
netting pallid $3,500. Last week, 
‘Man Hunt’ (20th), good $4,500 for 
second-run showing. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘In Navy’ (U) (2nd run) (2nd wk). 
Sailing along to zingy $4,000 for this 
jaunt. Last week, socko $6,500 after 
three weeks at Stanley. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Moon Miami’ (20th) (2d wk). Will 
barely hit $10,000 for this run, after 
mediocre $14,000 for opening round. 
‘Bride C. O. D.’ (WB) bounces in to- 
morrow (Wed.). 

Stanton (WB) (1.457; 35-46-57)— 
‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G). Return of 
Beery sending b.o. up to bangup 
$7,500 and assuring holdover. Last 
week, ‘Tight Shoes’ (U), cleared 
hurdle with $4,500. 





Whiteman -‘ Answers’ 
Nice $14,000 in Brisk 
Mpls.; ‘Draft’ H.0. Okay 


Minneapolis, July 15. 
Even in this supposedly hopeless 
situation, the boxoffice is perking up 
briskly. When any picture can come 
through in mid-summer to the tune 
of $13,200, as ‘Caught in the Draft’ at 
the State has done, trade circles con- 
sider it a most encouraging sign. 
Incidentally, the Bob Hope picture 
is one of three holdovers. the others 
being ‘The Great Dictator’ and ‘Race 
Suicide’ in their fourth and second 
weeks, respectively. 






(2,768; 35-46-57-68)— | 


| get good $6,000. Last week, $13,200, 
tremendous. 

Uptown (Par) (1,300; 
‘Woman's Face’ (M-G). First neigh- 
| borhood showing and skyrocketing 
ito big $3,800. Last week, 
Crazy’ (M-G), good $3,000. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 28-39-44- 
55) ‘Great Dictator’ (UA) (4th wk). 
Winding up after succesful run of 
two weeks each at Orpheum and 
here. Satisfactory $1,200 indicated 
Last week, god $2,200. 








| 


900-SEATER IN AMUS. 


28 - 39) | 


‘Love | 





‘Kane,’ Despite Hearst 
Nix, Big 66 in Seattle 


Seattle, July 15. 
Without benefit of publicity in the 





‘Citizen Kane’ at the Metropolitan, 
where it is being roadshowed, is 
| doing satisfactory business. 
Biz generally is fair despite a heat 
wave. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
| (850; 30-40-50)—‘Big Store’ (M-G) 
(3d wk) and ‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) 
|(5th wk). Hitting for fair $1,600. 
| Last week, $2,700, good. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
| (1,900; 21-35) — ‘Penny Serenade’ 
} (Col) and ‘Wagons Roll’ (WB) (2d 


| 
| 
| 


HO, Reissue Slow Buff. 





‘Kiss the Boys’ Sour $10,000; ‘Reluctant Dragon’ in 


$6,000 Crawl 





F. & M.’s 5-Minute 





St. Louis, July 15. 
With a bill pending in the Missouri 
‘legislature requiring opfrators 
flicker houses to sandwich in a 15 
mins. intermission between programs 


lo . : 

Peers bases | Vines iPar) — of more than two hours, Fanchon & 
\‘Bad Man’ (M-G) (2d run), $2,500, | Marco has inaugurated a 5 mins. 
| fair. ‘breather’ in its four first-run houses 


VILLAGE ON COAST -rhrec Soi aS tind Rienes 





Los Angeles, July 15. 
Work on a new $65,000 theatre was 
started by the Pan-Pacific Audi- 
tortum Corp. as part of an amuse- 
ment village development which, 
when completed, will consist of an 
ice rink, theatre, restaurants and 
bowling alleys. Project, spread out 
over 16 acres on Beverly Blvd., will 
represent a total outlay of $650,000. 
New film house, a 900-seater, will 

be operated by the Jar-Lee Corp. 





WB Distrib Execs In 
Canada for Sales Meet 


Grad Sears, S. Charles Einfeld, 
Carl Leserman, Roy Haines and Nor- 
man H. Moray are in Montreal this 
week attending the Canadian sales 
meet which is running four days in- 
stead of the originally slated two, 
from July 14-17. Wolfe Cohen, Can- 
adian district manager, is presiding 
at the sessions which on the first two 
days will be devoted mainly to 
screenings and biz huddles. 

Today (Wednesday), third day of 
the meeting, will be strictly a busi- 
ness session to go over product terms 
and alignments. Tomorrow (Thurs- 
day), the salesmen and Officials will 
visit the locations in Canada where 
aviation shots are being photo- 
graphed for ‘Captains of the Clouds,’ 
new Cagney starrer. 

At least five new Warner produc- 
tions will be shown at the Warner 
Bros, convention in Chicago, July 28- 
Aug. 1. Besides ‘Sergt. York,’ which 
likely will begin its Chicago road- 
showing while the convention is in 
session, ‘Navy Blues,’ ‘Flight Patrol,’ 
‘Prime Minister’ and ‘Dive Bomber’ 
will be screened. 





| Man’ (Col). Look like good $4,700. 
b= week, ‘Adventure Washington’ 


(Col) and ‘Blondie Society’ (Col), 
| $4,200, good. 

| Fifth Avenue (Hamrick - Ever- 
sreen) (2,349; 30-40-50) — ‘Moon 


Miami’ (20th) and ‘Getaway’ (M-G). 
Plenty of praise for this one, but 
started slowly. Looks to reach fair 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Met Bombay’ 
(M-G) and ‘West Point Widow’ (Par) 
(2d wk), fair $4,700. 

Metropolitan (University Bldg) 
(1,087; 58-$1.73) — ‘Citizen Kane’ 
(RKO). Not using gallery. Con- 
sidered satisfactory at $6,000, but not 
holding. Last week dark. 


Musie Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50) — ‘Bombay’ (M-G) 
and ‘West Point Widow’ (Par). 
Moveovers from Fifth Avenue ex- 
pect big $2,900. Last week, ‘Billy 
Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Blonde Inspiration’ 
(M-G) (3d wk), six days, $1,700, 
okay. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
2.600; 30 - 40-50) — ‘Underground’ 
(WB) and ‘Kisses Breakfast’ (WB). 
Anticipate good $5,00° 
‘Bride C.O.D.’. (WB) and ‘Beauty’s 
Sake’ (20th), big $6,800. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-40)-— 
‘Tight Shoes’ (U) and vaude. Ex- 
pect $3,900, fair. Last week, ‘Reach- 
ing Sun’ (Par) and vaude, $4,100, 
air. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,039; 30-40-50) — ‘Caught Draft’ 
(Par) and ‘Monster Girl’ (Par) (2d 


wk). Indicate big $5,000. Last week, 
$10,000, swell. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800;* 30-40- 


50)—‘Bride C.0.D.’ (WB). Moveover 
from Orpheum. Looks for big $3,000. 
Last week (21-35), ‘Devil and Miss 
Jones’ (RKO) and ‘Model Wife’ (U) 
(2d run), $2,300, fair. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
30)—‘Dictator’ (UA) and ‘Sis Hop- 
kins’ (Rep) (2d run). Anticipate 
big $2,600. Last week, ‘Great Lie’ 
| (WB) and ‘You're One’ (Par), $2,200, 
| good. 





here. 

At the Ambassador, Fox, Missouri 
and St. Louis, before the lights go 
up, a trailer is shown in which the 
customers are invited to stroll about 
the house, smoke in the lounge 
rooms, not overlooking an opportun- 
ity to plug the candy concessions in 
the lobby. 


CLEVE. DULL, BUT 








Cleveland, July 15. 

Wallace Beery is doing it again 
for the State, where ‘Barnacle Bill’ 
is the best puller in town’s lineup 
mainly consisting of holdovers and 
one dud. Latter is ‘Dance Hall,’ 
shoved in by desperate Palace to re- 
place dying ‘Tight Shoes.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000: 30-35-42-55 )— 

‘Man Hunt’ (20th) (3d wk). Nice 


$3,000, after collecting $5,000 last 
week. 
Last week, Hipp (Warners) (3.700; 30-35-42- 


55)—‘Bride C.0.D.2 (WB) (2d wk). 
Taking smart $9,000 as result of 
steady matinees, after nabbing ex- 
cellent $12,000 last round. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Dance Hall’ (20th). Not getting 
enough oats to keep the marauee 
lights burning; $3.000. Skedded to 
be yanked Monday (13). ‘Tight 
Shoes’ (U), which lasted only five 
days, made low-gross history for 
stand by getting less than $2,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 


week ‘Caught Draft’ (Par), ran away 
with summer's highest gross. $17,200. 

Stillman (Lwew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Caught Draft’ (Par). Shifted 
from State and sprinting fast for 
great $9,000. Last week ‘Met Bom- 
bay’ (M-G), also exceptional move- 





over, $8,000. 








NATIONAL B. O. SUMMARY 


This Is National Holdover Week —‘Draft’, ‘Bombay’, 


‘Miami’, Cagney-Davis, ‘Man Hunt’ All OK 








‘Breathers’ in St. Louis 


of 


BEERY GOOD $10,500 


- ——___ __. 


Buffalo, July 15. 

Entertainment shoppers at down- 
town cinema emporiums are finding 
a familiar lineup to choose from, 
With ‘Bombay’ held over at the 
Lakes, ‘Draft’ switched to the Hipp 
after an initial fortnight at the Burt- 
falo, ‘Can't Take It With You’ re- 
issued at the Lafayette and ‘Re- 
luctant Dragon’ shooting for kid 
trade at the Century, ‘Kiss the Boys 
Goodbye’ is about only straight pix 
fare on tap. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Kiss Boys’ (Par). Uneventful $10.- 
000. Last week, ‘Caught Draft’ (Par) 
and ‘Accent Love’ (20th) (2d wk), 
nice $9,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘West 
Point Widow’ (Par) (2d wk). Still 
moving briskly. May go $8.000. Last 
week, mighty sweet $15,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45 )—‘Caught 
Draft’ (Par) and ‘Accent Love’ 
(20th) (2d run). Still virile. Maybe 
over $6,000. Last week, ‘Under- 
ground’ (WB) and ‘Ride Vaquero’ 
(20th), oke $5,300. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
—‘Can’t Take It’ (Col) (Reissue) and 
‘Blondie Cupid’ (Col), May grind 
out anemic $4,000. Last week, 
‘Tight Shoes’ (U) and ‘Model Wife’ 
(U), weak $4,500. 

20th Century (Dipson) (3.000; 30- 
44)—‘Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO) and 
‘Comes Happiness’ (RKO). Outlook 
so-so, maybe $6,000. Last week, 
‘Thieves Fall Out’ (WB) and ‘Crazy 
With Heat’ on stage, poor $8,500. 


BALTO COOL, B.0. HOT: 
MIAMP NEAT $6,000 


Baltimore, July 15. 

Cool weather on weekends here- 
abouts lifting downtown biz right 
out of the doldrums. 

Still out front is ‘Caught 
Draft,’ at Keith’s, with very little 
letup noted. Lone new entry of 
‘Moon Over Miami’ at the New is 
also maintaining very healthy pace. 
Combo Hipp, after three-week 








in the 


Fn pa ol sur A Bln sg ba period of remodeling, opens tomor- 
’ cae sic row (Wed.) vith ‘Tom, Dick and 
worthwhile $10,500 on tap. Last Harry’ spliced to a stage layout 


headed by Dinah Shore. 
Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
28-44)—‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Continuing in healthy manner 


to indicated $10,000, after chalking 
up big $16,600 on opening round. 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
15-28-39-44-55-66)—‘Tom, Dick and 
Harry’ (RKO), plus stage layout 


headed by Dinah Shore, opens to- 


morrow (Wed.) after three-week 
shutdown, 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
28-39-44)—‘Caught Draft’ (Par) (2d 
wk). Maintaining pace to reach 


solid $11,000, after resounding $16,- 
800 on initial sesh. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-28-35- 
44)—‘Moon Miami’ (20th). Town's 
lone new entry and okay for satis- 
fying $6,000. Last week, third of 
‘Man Hunt’ (20th), added mild $3,900 
to round out three-week surprise 
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stimates for 8 end, coasted an extra stanza wherever tre top film | held over in Brooklyn, Jersey City. and Kansas Ci 000, after whacking out fine $16,800 
Astor (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28) | showed sufficient strength. y <Ny, nsas City. g 


‘Black Cat’ (U) and ‘Thieves Fall’ 
(WB), dual first-runs, split with ‘Met 
Argentine’ (RKO) and ‘Cowboy 
Blonde’ (20th).. Heading for nice 
$1,600. Last week, ‘Round Up’ (Par) 
and ‘Free Easy’ (M-G), dual first- 
runs, split with ‘Saint’s Vacation’ 
(RKO) and ‘Bride:Crutches’ (20th), 
okay $1,700. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 28-39-44) 
‘Man Hunt’ (20th). Critics’ raves 
and patrons’ word-of-mouth bringing 
"em in. En route to good $5,000 in 
eight days. Last week, ‘Blood Sand’ 
(20th) (2d wk), $2,000, poor after 
mild $5,500 first week at State. 

Esquire (Berger) (290; 15-28) ‘Race 
Suicide’ (Indie) and ‘Sally Rand’s 
Nude’ (Indie) (2d wk). Catching the 
sex-seekers. Good $900. Last week, 
$1,400, good. 

Gopher (P-S) (998; 28) ‘Lady From 
Cheyenne’ (U). Good lineup of cast 
names and well-liked picture. Travel- 
ing at $2,400 clip. Last week, ‘Power 
Dive’ (Pan), ditto, 

Orpheum (P-S) (39-44-55) ‘She 
Knew All Answers’ (Col) and Paul 
Whiteman’s orch heading stage show. 
Whiteman a big favorite here and on 
previous visits has pulled as much 
as $45,000 and $22,000, but adverse 
summer influences and competition 
from dozens of Aquatennial Celebra- 
tion attractions, are holding takings 

down below previous high levels. 
However, should reach nice $14,000. 
Last week, ‘BiJly Kid’ (M-G), $5,500, 
fairly good. ‘ 

State (P-S) 


Foremost in the list of films that are getting extra 
patronage in extended runs or moveovers to smaller 
main stem houses is ‘Caught in the Draft’ (Par), No 
theatre is asking exemption on this one. Some of the 
figures are eyebrow-lifters. For instance, Chicago, 3d 
week, $40,000, after previous stretches of 2d, $44,000, 
and Ist, $49,000. Strong stage shows helped, too. In 
Los Angeles, 3d week, $15,000; Portland, 3d, $4,900. 
Some of the other keys report as follows: Washington, 
2d week big, and holding a 3d; Detroit, $16,000, after 
Ist smashing week of $26,000; Minneapolis, 2d, $6,000, 
[st $13,200; Philadelphia, 2d $17,500, following wow 
$26,500, and Cleveland, 2d, $9,600, on top of initial 
$17,200. Giant figures. 

‘They Met in Bombay’ (M-G) is standing up in all 
holdover spots, including Cincinnati, Providence, 
Louisville, San Francisco, Seattle, Portland, Denver 
and Indianapolis. At the UA, Chicago, 2d week was 
smash $14,000, after opening $18,000, and holding. 

With ‘Draft’ and ‘Bombay’ passing off the first run 
niche, nothing quite so strong is in immediate view, 
and indications are for a dip in initial showings between 
now and Sept. 1 releases of the new season’s product, 

However, ‘Moon Over Miami’ (20th), ‘Bride Came 
C. O. D.”” (WB) and ‘Man Hunt’ (20th) are doing well 
enough. ‘Miami’ is in 2d weeks in Cincinnati, Denver, 
Memphis, Boston and Philadelphia. Plenty first runs 
yet to book. Detroit’s $22,000, Ist week, shows the film 
has real pull. Perhaps more general exhib plugging 
would have lifted the picture over some of the spotty 
places, such as Providence, Seattle and Pittsburgh, 

Value of Word-of-Mouth 

As for the new Cagney-Davis combo in ‘Bride,’ re- 
ceipts are better than press comment, which shows 
that word-of-mouth is still the best medium for 





(2,300; 28-39-44) | SPreading gocd (or bad) news. ‘Bride’ clicked $17,000 


BG. “wie 
‘Caught Draft’ (Par) (24 wk). This|in Boston, big; in San Francisco, 2d week, $12,000, 


one has been a knockout. H.O. should 


r 


after opening, $19,500, smash, and has stayed a fort- 





Only partial returns, so far, as the political writers 
say. 

Of the newer releases, some estimate of which are 
to be found in telegraphic reports to Varimery from 
scattered key cities, ‘Shepherd of the Hills’ (Par) car- 
ries buried gold. Don’t let the title fool you. Played 
to date in only few houses. Kansas City, $8,300, and 
held; Seattle, $14,500, big and retained, and Memphis, 
10 days, very sweet. Set up for the family trade, evi- 
dently. 

‘Underground’ (WB) is above average in first re- 
ports, and ‘Accent on Love’ (20th), pleasing. 

Not so hot are “Three Cockeyed Sailors’ (UA), 
‘Blossoms in the Dust, which got in nobody’s eyes in 
a first week in Philadelphia, sour $12,800, despite three 
weeks at Music Hall, N. Y.; ‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO), 
‘Dance Hall’ (20th), ‘Broadway Limited’ (UA), ‘Hello 
Sucker’ (U), ‘Hit the Road’ (U) and ‘Too Many 
Blondes’ (U). 

Republic’s ‘Puddin’ Head’ and ‘Lady From Louisi- 
ana’ are strong support for duals and satisfactory 
singles with stage shows. Latter okay in Boston and 
Philadelphia first runs. 

Special notes of the week: ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) 
took in $6,000 in single week as roadshow in Seattle. 
‘Big Store’ led off in Omaha against all-holdover com- 
petition. ‘Fantasia’ (Disney-RKO) passed 24th week at 
the Carthay Circle, Los Angeles, to equal ‘Gone With 
the Wind’ run, although latter played two houses for 
long stretch. ‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) needs scraping, as 
first openings are light. ‘In the Navy’ (U) clean- 
ing up in subsequents, and still in 5th week, first run, 
in Boston, ‘Billy the Kid’ socko in Brooklyn, $16,000; 
Jersey City, $16,000. ‘Dictator, (UA), 4th week in 
Montreal. ‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’ (Par) garnered big 
$20,000, first week, in Washington. 

With lighter draft films for the remainder of the 
summer, smart bookers will start planning now for 
extra attractions. Bands still pulling strong. 


on first time out. 


‘Man Hunt’ $5,000, 
Only New Memphis Pic 


: Memphis, July 15. 

This is holdover week on Main 
Street, with only one new film bow- 
ing in for a full stay, Loew’s State 
doing right well with ‘Man Hunt.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Warner (WB) (2.000: 10-33-44)— 
‘Bride C.O.D”’ (WB) (2nd wk). 
Davis-Cagney comedy holding up 
extremely well. Might get $4,000 for 
second session. Last week, $6,800, 
very good. 

Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44)— 
‘Moon Miami’ (20th) (2nd wk.). This 
one also knocking at $4,000. Last 
week, $6,000, okay. 

State (Loew) (2,600: 10-33-44)— 
‘Man Hunt’ (M-G). Rave notices 
and much discussion more than over- 
come lack of marauee names. Shov- 
ing toward good $5.000. Last week. 
‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) (2nd wk.), $3.- 
500. okay. 

Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10-33- 
44)—‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par.) three 
days holdover, and ‘Tight Shoes’ (U). 
four days. Combo looks to weakish 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Shepherd’ (Par). 





$6.800, fine. 
Strand (Lightman) (16-22-23)— 
‘Roundup’ (Par) and ‘Roar Press 


(Mono), split. Might get fair $1.- 
500. Last week, ‘Wanted Wine: 
(Par) (2nd run), three days: ‘Nav>! 
Academy’ (Col), two davs: ‘Hell 





Sucker’ (U), two days; $1,500, alright 
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Gores’ L.A. Buy; Theatre-Exchange 


Briefies From 


More ‘Movie Vacash’ 


Philadelphia, July 15. 
The Philly Daily News this 
week adopted the Evening Bul- 
letin’s ‘Movie Vacation’ idea in 
its film advertisement page. A 





Divers Key Cities 





Los Angeles, July 15. 

Deal for $65,000 theatre in Roscoe, 
Cal., closed by Gore Bros., with 
Morris Ratner and Jack Kates, who 
own the site. Contract calls for 20- 
year lease involving rentals amount- 
ing to $120,000. Charles Gore will 
manage the house, situated between 
Burbank and San Fernando, a few 
miles north of Hollywood. 

Vincent Russo reopening the Ca- 
sino here July 17, after complete re- 
modeling job which closed the house 
for six weeks. 

John Keough building new film 
house in El Cajon, Cal., in addition 
to his theatres in San Diego, Ocean 
Beach and Chula Vista. 

Bill Parker moved from sales of- 
fices of pane ee in Seattle to Los 

eles exchange. 
_— Clark shifted by Fox-West 
Coast from the city management job 
in Ocean Park and Santa Monica to 
Westwood. George Lundberg, for- 
merly at Westwood, took over 
Clark’s old chore. 

L. R. Whittamore, manager of the 
Fifth Ave. Inglewood, exchanged 
posts with Victor Adams, manager of 
the Inglewood, in the same town, 
both F-WC houses. 





house ad topping the listing ap- 
peared in yesterday’s (Mon) edi- 


been taken On as one of the re-| tions with the catchline: ‘Tie 


placements. 


Your Troubles Outside—Enjoy 
ican, East Liverpool, 0. voluntecsed | 8 Cool Vacation—Take a Trip to 
and departs shortly for Fort Thomas,| ‘he Movies. , 
Ky. He’s the son of George S. Otte, Copy will be changed daily 
Wheeling, W. Va., showman who and the stunt will continue 


once managed old Pitt theatre here 
for George Shaffer. 
Tom Ray quit 20th-Fox accessory 


a ee 
SRA me ea 
department, succeeded by Henry 
Mulbauer, until recently with Jack 
Judd poster service company. Mul- 
bauer becomes Joe Vandegrift’s as- 
sistant at 20th. Replacing him with T 0 MAKE EM 


Judd outfit is Richard Hannan. 
Briefies: Rep employees all bonused 
for exceeding their quota in Jim 
Alexander’s 21st annual Round-Up 
Drive....Lou Krieger, indie distrib- 
utor, okay again after receiving 
Detroit, July 15. 
Figuring you never can let condi- 
tions just remain static, United De- 
troit Theatres and Co-Operative 
Theatres of Michigan, controling up- 
5 ward of 100 houses here, have em- 


minor head injuries in auto acci- 
WB Cuts Assessments barked on a special publicity and 


through Labor Day. 








dent....Carl Peppercorn, RKO office 
manager, was in West Penn hospital 
recently for checkup....Michael J. 
DeAngelis, theatre architect, here 
conferring with Rudy and Sam Na- 
vari on their new Frankstown Road 
house and also with Bart Dattola on 
new spot he’s putting up in New 
Kensington. 





Rev. Dr. Peale’s Tribute to H'wood 
- An Excellent Public Relations Job 





Shotgun ‘Groom’—Nearly 


Atlanta, July 15. 
Jack Goldsmith, Warner Bros. pub- 
licity man, almost got himself in a 
shotgun wedding at St. Petersburg, 


Fla., recently, and with a theatre 
manager as the persuader. Gold- 
| smith arranged a publicity stunt in 
connection with ‘The Bride Came 
C.O.D.’ It was all fixed for the bride 
to be carted to St. Pete by plans ex- 
press (C.0.D.) to meet her spouse- 
to-be. However, at the last minute, 
the spouse said ‘no go.’ 

It was then that the house man- 
ager suggested that Goldsmith take 
over. 











Warner Bros. has set up a new 


SELTZER HEADS SPECIAL 
BALLY DEPT. FOR ‘YORK’: 


. 4 


Atlantie City, July 15 

Warner Bros. is credited with hav- 
ing pulled a clever bit of press- 
agentry as well as a neat public re- 
lations stunt for the entire film 
industry by the appointment of the 
Rev. Dr. Norman Vincent Peale as 
representative of the Protestant 
Church and technical adviser in 
shooting of ‘One Foot in Heaven.’ 
Pastor of the Marble Collegiate 
Church, New York, flew here over 
the weekend from the Coast to give 
the International Christian Endeavor 
Convention a hefty earful of what 
a ‘hard-working, moral and sincere 
place Hollywood really is.’ 


Dr. Peale, selected for the WB as- 
signment by a committee of Protest- 
ant clergymen, not only heaped 
praise on the boys and gals of Cellu- 
| loidia, but impressed on Endeavorites 
that ‘Heaven’ must go down on their 
‘must-see’ list. 

‘Make this picture a success, and 
it will lead to more pictures of this 
|high grade. Do your part,’ he 
|urged. Film is being made from 
|biog by Hartzell Spence of his 





Albany, July 15. 
Clesings Certiorari proceedings instituted 
Buffalo, July 15. | by attorney Richard J. Graham, Jr., 
Temple, Ithaca, closed for summer | achieved another big slicing of as- 
by Cornell Theatres, Ine- Kallett sessments on the Strand, Ritz, Al- 
shuttered the State, Fulton, for re-|bany and Madison, all Warner thea- 
pairs. tres. Supreme Court Justice Fran- 
Richard Foster, property man at/cis J. Bergan inked orders, filed in 
Shea’s Buffalo for the past 12 years,/the county clerk’s office, snipping 
dead followin an attack of pneu-/| $262,000 off the valuations on the 


contest campaign ‘to make the pub- 
lic more movie conscious.’ 

On the idea that the press still is 
the pictures’ best friend, the two 
chains have united on the project to 
set up the movie advertising in the 
daily newspapers into four sections, 
reflecting the town’s natural dis- 
tricts of downtown, north, west and 


roadshow division to handle ‘Ser-! father, a Methodist minister. 

geant York’ and any future ‘big’ pix.! After praising director Irving Rap- 
Frank Seitzer, formerly with Sam | per, producer Robert Lord and stars 
Goldwyn on the Coast, heads the di-| Fredric March and Martha Scott, 
vision which will operate under Mort! pr. Peale listed ‘10 Things I Have 
Blumenstock, eastern ad-publicity | Discovered About Hollywood.’ They 
chief. Seltzer came on to N. Y. to are: 


oo ae of his new duties last} 1 «That a minister can feel very 


* while Harris’ 


— P a i 
ie So ee 


monia. ; , 

Operation of the Avon, Bainbridge, 
taken over by Norman Pearlman. 

The Main Street theatre, Galeton, 
Pa., 600-seater, destroyed by fire sev- 
eral months ago, has been rebuilt 
and will reopen soon. _ : 

Community, Friendship, previous- 
ly operated by Norman Fitzer, will 
be razed. 

Carl Rindsen, manager Shea’s Ken- 
more, elected director of Kenmore 
Rotary Club. 

Nikitas Dipson’s Lyceum at Brad- 
ford, Pa., formerly operated by Mort 
Shea, being remodeled and modern- 
ized. 





Exhib Killed in Crash 
Regina, Sask., July 15. 

Donald Hannah, picture op of Im- 
perial and Viscount, Sask., was in- 
stantly killed recently when the car 
in which he was riding was struck 
by a freight train. One other per- 
son was killed, one seriously hurt 
and one slightly hurt. 

Mary Graham, manager of the 
Grand, Regina, hospitalized, replaced 
by L. Turoldo, manager of the Cres- 
eent, Winnipeg, pending recovery. 





Evens-Harris te Cleve. 
St. Louis, July 15. 

Harold D. (Chick) Evens, man- 
ager, and James E. Harris, advertis- 
ing and publicity director at Loew’s, 
first-run M-G house here, have been 
transferred to Loew’s State, Cleve- 
land, effective Sunday (20). Rex 
Williams, newcomer, replaces Evens, 
position will not 
filled. Wallie Heim, chief of staff, 
will assume some of the minor de- 


tails of the office that Harris is va-| 


cating. 
Evens holds the all-time record for 


M-G deluxer. 
Many more than any predecessor. 
Harris, likewise holds a record, hav- 
ing served here for seven years, 
more than any other publicity and 
advertising director. 





Koerner’s 0.0. 
Chicago, July 15. 

Charles Koerner in for an 0.0. of 
the general RKO theatre situation in 
the midwest. Made a tour of the 
keys over the weekend along with 
Tom Gorman, manager of the mid- 
west division. 





Frankel Succeeds Lefke 
Pittsburgh, July 15. 

With promotion of Milton Lefko 

to branch managership of RKO of- 
fice in Indianapolis, Irving Frankel 
named to succeed him here as com- 
pany’s Main Line salesman. Frankel 
was connected with Paramount here 
Several years ago but lately has been 
on the Coast, where his last chore 
was peddling ‘Birth of a Baby’ in 
the west for Jack Skirball. Film 
Row gang tossed farewell testimonial 
dinner for Lefko last Monday (7) 
before departure for Indianapolis. 
_ Vaughn O'Neill, from Loew house 
in Providence, named assistant to 
Marty Burnett, manager of Penn 
here. He replaced Walter Kessler, 
recently’ promoted to Loew’s Stan- 
ton, O., as manager. 

One of film colony’s oldest em- 
Ployees in point of service fare- 
welled the biz last week when Cath- 
€rine Bohn (Mrs. Regis Flanagan) 
resigned her post with Republic. 
She has been associated with Jim 
Alexander, one of local Ren fran- 
Chise holders, since 1920, and fol- 
lowed another vet Rep employee, 
Irene Fisher, in retirement by only 
‘ew months. Gladys Jackson has 


18. Ineal a 
‘ ty Sabhe AO eer yaaser, Seip 
He was he 2 Li years,; City. Succeeding these.men are, re- 


four pieces of property. The Strand, ; : : 
first run, had its assessment reduced east, to ehtain special, pertinent Sim 


$100,000 from the original levy of|tticles plus front page boxes call- 
$430,000. The Ritz, No. 2 Warner| ing attention to the programs. In 
house, got a $72,000 reduction, to| return, the theatres not only are 
$256,000. The Albany, one of Al-| upping their advertising but all 
org ee ape ig but a. owe houses in the chains will run trailers 
adie downtown spot, drew 5 re- *h paper callin ttention to 
pegging, to $105,000. The Madison, | irr (ocr paper calling @ 
— py S100 tne. in value The chains have set up their own 
It was the fourth consecutive year | film contest with such top prizes as 
certiorari proceedings had chopped} $1,000 and $500. As yet unselected, 
down the assessments on the thea-| they will choose a film of sound en- 
tres. tertainment value, but not a Major 
Concurrently, Fabian announced | production, and the contest will be 
his successor as manager of the| based on the idea it is a good film 
pore Bhan be Joseph Saperstein. By with a poor title. The fans are to 
coincidence, both men at one time or pick a more fitting title for the pic- 


another managed the old Harmanus : 
Bleecker Hall which was destroyed | ture and write an essay on why they 
think theirs is better. 


UA PUB AND AD DEPT. 
FEELING THE AXEMAN 








Cincy Fizmers Fete Rosian 
Cincinnati, July 15. 

Film row and exhibitors in this ex- 
change zone were well represented 
Monday (14) at a dinner in the 
Netherland-Plaza saluting recent ad- 
vancement by Universal of Peter F. 
Rosian from branch manager to dis- Axe was swinging in United Art- 
trict manager. His successor, Harry/ists h.o. publicity-advertising de- 
H. Young, who was upped from | partment last week on orders of v.p. 
salesman in the Columbus (O.) area, Harry Buckley to cut expenses. 


came in for a bow. Rosian is con- ; 

tinuing his headquarters in Cincy. Company has little product for the 
department to work on at the mo- 

ment. 

Head-chopping caught only minor 
clerks in the initial application of 
the block but it is expected that 
some of the higher-paid employees 
will also go shortly. Field exploita- 
tion force had already been released 
some weeks ago. 


_.WASN’T. IT ALWAYS, $92... 











More Metro Promotions 

More Metro promotions announced 
over the weekend. This brings the 
total of recent advancements, all 
| from within the ranks, to 47. Three 
office managers and one booker have 
| been promoted to selling staff. The 
office managers are Michael Cramer, 
Denver; Howard Dunn, Des Moines, 
and Ralph Carmichael, Los Angeles; 
: Toaper. Sait. Lake 





spectively, James Micheletti, former ° ? . “ie 
first booker; Woodrow Sherrill, for- | F#*sh-Your-Badge and Police Chiefs 


mer first booker; Harold Weinberger, Get Oakleyed 
former student office manager, and emaenaes 
Howard Cahoon, former second Buffalo, July 15. 
booker. Show your badge ‘and be admitted 
Bernard Gold, Denver, and Gerald {| free. That’s the rule for head cop- 
| Banta, Des Moines, promoted from] pers at Buffalo theatres when the 
|second to first bookers. Advanced!| New York State Police Chiefs’ As- 
| from student bookers to second book- entiation telde ta Gheeed eoutn. 
ers are Frank Dale, Denver; Kenneth tion here next Monday to Thursday 


NW 2s Moines, and John . , 
Pome Rey iy ny Leslie Zubiri, | (21-24) and the International Police 
Chiefs’ organization dittos from 


;Salt Lake City, former assistant 
Aug. 18 to 21. 


| shipper, now chief shipper there. 

Mayor's office asked the downtown 
Homer Hisey’s Sick Leave houses to cooperate in this manner 
Memphis, July 15. and the Motion Picture Theatre 


Ollie Williamese pg ons Fane al Owners of New York State pitked 
eiasy Monday (is) 6 Seanen men- up the idea for extension to all of 


ser here for Warner, Hisey taking : : 
or their members’ houses. 


sick leave after a breakdown. Wil- ‘ : 
liamson was formerly local manager. General membership meeting of 
the MPTO was held here yesterday 




















Hisey is a brother-in-law of Grad 
to hear the report of president A. 
Albany, N. Y., July 15. ss 
Native Daughter 
ously a theatre manager and public- 
his nomination for promotion from| pore Woman,’ was born in the Phil- 
He has already taken a physical ! the film to ‘A’ picture returns. 
Third Naval District, opened in June; stunts on the ‘local girl makes good 





Had been in charge in Kansas City 
the past two years. (Tuesday) to discuss next season's 
buying, games and giveaways and 
Sears. 
Charles Hayman on the recent na- 
IT’S LIEUF. COMMANDER NOW tional MPTO conclave in Hollywood. 
Larry Cowen, for some years man- 
ager of Fabian’s Grand and previ- 
ity man in New York, has been noti- Fact that Brenda Marshall, starred 
fied by the Navy Selection Board of for the first time in Warners’ ‘Singa- 
lieutenant, senior grade, in the Naval} ippines, was used as an exploitation 
Reserve, to lieutenant commander., peg by one Manila exhibitor to push 
examination. Cowen is in charge of! Patently a programmer, Lyric the- 
the Albany branch office of the; atre manager in Manila used several 
to obtain information of interest to}in Hollywood’ angle to get six big 
the Navy. : | days’ business 


Will Yolen, who has been on the 
Coast for Warners, arrived at the 
same time to handle the ‘York’ en- 
gagement at the Astor under Seltzer. 
Seltzer has been huddling with Grad 
Sears and S. Charles Einfeld on 
plans for additional two-a-day open- 
ings for this picture. 

‘York’ is set to play Washington, 
Philadelphia, Chicago, Atlantic City, 
Cleveland and Nashville. Opening at 


August when the Tennessee state 
American Legion convention opens 
with Milo Warner, national com- 
mander, present. 


as early possibilities on two-a-day 
basis, with Detroit seemingly first in 
line. General release of the picture 
may be delayed until the first of next 
year becayse of the roadshowings. 


be sold on the 1941-42 lineup under 
the Consent Decree, Warners may 
sell it separately rather than placing 
it in any group of five. 





D. C. Day-and-Date 
Washington, July 15. 

‘Sergeant York, opens its second 
major city engagement in Washing- 
ton on July 30, day-and-date at the 
Earle, with special presentation, and 
at the Ambassador, on a grind policy. 
Admission prices will be the same 
in both spots, 75c. and $1. 

Showings at the national capital 
are in line with Warner Bros.’ policy 
of testing most advantageous exhibi- 
tion pattern that fits the public. 

Only other exhibition of the film 


| roadshowing twice daily, $2 top. 


Machine Age Cuts In 
On WB District Mgrs. 


Los Angeles, July 15. 

District managers and their ex- 
pense accounts are being reduced 
| mechanically in the Warner Bros. 
| film exchanges by the introduction 
| of teletype machines. Idea is de- 
| signed not only to eliminate 
sales costs but to speed up communi- 
cation between the New York dis- 
tribution headquarters and offices 
scattered about the country. 

Company is installing machines in 
all its branches at a cost of $1,000 
each, a total running between $30,- 
000 and $40,000. 


$25 Bond Giveaways 


Austin, Texas, July 15. 
Gene Lacy, manager of the Drive- 
In, owned and operated here by 

















ticket holder each Tuesday night a 
$25 U.S. Defense bond. 

Another stimulant used by Lacy is 
to phone 10 local people each day, 
their names picked at random from 
the phone book and ask them if they 


at his house. If they know, two 
passes are mailed them. 





Nashville will be held back until | 


Boston and Detroit are also listed | 


While ‘Sgt. York’ doubtlessly will | 


PP WEL. ae Bi Caedab aie Bye 


hich | 


Eddie Joseph, is stimulating the box- | 
office here by awarding the lucky | 


know the title of the picture playing | 


|much at home in Hollywood. 


| 2. “That it is the hardest working 


| place I ever saw. 
| 


| 3. “That the people are not blase 
'and sophisticated, but wholesome, 
friendly, homeloving folks. 


4. ‘That the handful of actors who 
| have the bad reputations, the few ir- 
| responsibiles, do not represent Hol- 
|lywood and are frowned upon by 
| the motion picture community. 


5. “That it is more than a money- 
| making industry, for its leaders and 
| personnel find a satisfaction in get- 
| ling over ‘a message’ of American- 
| ism and the better things. 

6. ‘That it is a vast, efficient place 
|! of business, where a great commod- 
| ity is being produced for the pleas- 
| ure of 80,000,000 Americans, and not 
|}a scene of revelry. 

| 7. “That to watch the making of a 
| movie is one of the most interesting 
‘and fascinating experiences any 
|man can have, and one marvels at 
| the ingenuity and resourcefulness, 
| the infinite patience and skill re- 
| quired. QOne’s respect for thé peo- 
| ple who make the movies increases 
levery day. 

| 8 “That Hollywood is on the way 
, to learning that there is a high re- 


| 
| 


sourcefulness that need not ‘drag in’ 
a drinking scene to fill up a dull spot 
in action. 


9. ‘That the public doesn’t know 


Hollywood and should demand a 
more accurate account than is u-ual- 
|\ly pictured. Hollywood needs a 


campaign to sell it as it actually is 
to the country, for I believe the peo- 
ple are tired of doinss of a few 


girls who give the wron7 impression 
of a great and decent industry. That 
| Hollywood would gain in public 
|f2vor and so in business and influ- 
ence if the country could be shown 
its real character, 


10. “That Hollywood is a mine for 
sermonic material and it will live in 
| the sermons of this one parson in 


days to come.’ 


Condon and Horne Allied 
To Sell Musical Gaslget 


Dick Condon, who resigned re- 
cently as chief of the Walt Disney 
press department, has opened offices 
in New York to promoie the sale of 
a novelty musical instrument, the 


| ‘Sing-A-Tina.’ Hal Horne, Disney 
| v.p. and eastern rep, who resigned 
| at the same time, is associated finan- 
cially in Condon’s enterprise but is 
| taking no active part in it. He is 
|now vacationing in New Hampshire 
j}and expects to plane to the Coast in 
| about a week to arrange a new con- 
nection. 
| Condon perfected the ‘Sing-A- 
Tina,’ which will sell for 25c or less, 
and has now leased out its manuface 
ture, distribution and selling. He 
| gets a royalty on each one and will 
'concentrate on promoting sale of 
| 2,000,000 by Jan 1 by having them 
| plugged in films, legiters, radio, 
| niteries, records, etc. 

He hopes to have promotions of 
five other gadgets, none of them mue 


| sical, running by end of the year. 
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has ’em holdover-happy 
in every situation! Brother, 
save some extra time for 


gonna want to 
kiss ‘The Bride’! 





Beewowworneg 











Booked for two weeks — hel 
for four — at New York’s 
Globe Theater! And it’s 
the same sensa- 
tional story from 
coast to coast! 
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Coming right 
up and 
heading for 
new highs! 
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Y The N.Y. Strand’s 


: biggest grosser in . H 
_ 3 months — the bigges . 


summer attraction in 
2 years! Held over, 

of course — and 
_ so will you! 
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JACK L. WARNER, In Charge of Production 
HAL B. WALLIS; Executive Producer 
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Max Milder Would Head Warner 
Interest in Maxwell Theatre Buy: 
British Deal Remains Unconfirmed: 





London, July 15. | 

Max Milder, Warners’ managing 
director in England, would head the 
Warner end of the film company’: 
buy-in on the John Maxwell British | 
theatre empire, according to reports | 
here. According to the deal, which 
has as yet received no official con- 
firmation, Warners would have the) 
choice of appointing a joint man- 
aging director of the Associated 
British Cinemas, Ltd., whose con- 
trolling interest Maxwell's widow 
would continue to hold, in compli- 
ance with British government ruling 
that local interests retain corporate 
control on any foreign investments. 
ABC comprises approximately 350, 
houses. | 

The agreement, about which the, 
New York home office of Warners) 
steadfastly disclaims any knowledge, 
is reported here to include the pur-| 
chase of half the Maxwell theatre | 
holdings from the widow, comprising | 
2.000.000 -shares, with the price, 
modified over first reports of $4,000,- 
000, being $3,600,000. A big propor- 
tion would have to be paid in Amer-| 
ican dollars, the rest from frozen) 
money. 

It’s reported that had Mrs. Max- 
well wished to dispose of her entire 
holdings she could have obtained 
2,000,000 pounds (about $8,000,000), 
but that the government objected, 
considering Warners’ offer most 
favorably because the company had 
been very active in British propa- 
ganda. 








Milder Evasive in H’wood 


Hollywood, July 15. 
Max Milder last week answered | 
practically every query put to him | 
at a press luncheon but the one 
carrying the highest interest to the | 
trade at this time—what about War- 
ners’ reported purchase of some 400 | 
theatres in the Associated British | 
circuit?’ Milder told of how he had | 
spent the past 20 months dodging | 
Nazi bombs during raids on tan} 
don. He was equally at ease in 
parrying the theatre-buy query. 
‘I was afraid that question would | 
come up,’ dodged Milder, ‘and I) 
cannot answer it. I will say, and| 
this is the first time there has been | 
any acknowledgement of such a deal, | 
that Warners is definitely interested, | 
but it hasn’t yet reached a stage| 
where anything can be said.’ He 
added further that ‘this has been my 
baby for the past 10 months.’ 
Warners is- now spending 


| 


much 


more’ money on its productions at | 


the Teddington studios than before 
the war, according to Milder, who 
implied it was not entirely due to an 
effort to use up impounded monies. 
‘I felt that our quota productions 
could come to mean something at 
the boxoffice in the United States 
if more care was used in turning 
them out.’ 
of Warners not taking every 
vantage to withdraw 
Ergland, .stating the 


ad- 
money from 
company 


improve its properties there or ob- 
tain new ones. 
Enthusiasm Over ‘Minister’ 

Milder drew as example of the 
type of picture which can now be 
expected from Warners’ English 
plant, ‘The Prime Minister.’ He 
was as enthusiastic as any publicity 
department attache in expressing his 
opinion of the film. Picture will be 
released in the U. S. during the fall 


by Warners, the first of its English- 

made product to get an U. S. re- 

lease in a number of years. 
‘Minister’ was brought in at a 


budget of better than 100,000 pounds, 
or roughly more than $400,000. and 
Milder declared that while the fig- 


ure might not seem large as com- |! 


pared to Hollywood budgets, such an 
outlay commanded production values 
nearly doubie what the same sum 
could produce in Hollywood. Two 
other features recently finished, and 
for which Milder also has high 
hopes, are ‘Atlantic Ferry’ and ‘So 
This Was Paris.’ He briefly outlined 
plans for his next two London pro- 
ductions, ‘The Story of Winston 
Churchill’ and ‘Flying Fortress.’ 





Mex Film Scripters Organize 
Mexico City, July 15. 
The 48 Mexican picture scripters | 
have organized and become a branch | 
of the National Dramatic Authors 
and Picture Workers Unions. 
Headquarters here. | 


+ 


| and the cottage was given a plaque. 


Stuart, 


He made a strong point | 


had | 
had a number of chances to transfer | 
coin but instead had used it to either 


‘Kane’ So-So in Havana, 
$2,100; ‘Bishop’ OK 144G 


Havana, July 8. 


Picture grosses are decidedly up 
this week. ‘Citizen Kane,” much 








SAVE COMPOSER’S HOME 


Fed, State Gov’ts Protect Memorial 
Home of Rosas from Floods 








Mexico City, July 15. 

Action of the federal and state 
governments saved from _ the 
obliteration that threatened it from 
torrential rains the cottage in 
Juventino Rosas, the Guanajuato 
state village that was the birthplace 
of Juventino Rosas, famous young 
Mexican composer who authored 
such celebrated waltzes as ‘Over the 
Waves. Rosas died young and 
destitute in Havana of yellow fever. 

His home town was named for him 


It has been visited by numerous 
American tourists. Government and 
private cash aid has been rendered 
two of the composer’s kin, his only 
survivors, who were found in dire 
want. 


NTH SEEKS TO 
AID HOTS ON 
FILM LAG 


William T. Powers.and Herschel 
National Theatres execs, 
clippered from San Francisco Satur- 
day (12) for Australia to huddle on 
Hoyts’ theatre circuit affairs. Na- 
tional, a 20th-Fox subsidiary, owns 


controlling interest in the Anzac 
chain. John Cecil Graham, formerly 
Paramount managing director in 
Great Britain, recently named to an 
executive post with National Thea- 
tres, also is on the Coast and plans 
to make the trip to Sydney by boat. 
He’s scheduled to act as liaison offi- 
cer between Hoyts and National on 
Australian affairs. 

Recent visit of Clay Hake, 20th- 
Fox managing director in Australia, 
to. New York is reported to have 
given home-office officials°an up-to- 











publicized, did medium trade. In- 
nuendoes and art of the pic seem- 
ingly are wasted in a foreign coun- 
try. 

Estimates for Week of July 1 

Fauste, ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), 
$2,100, fair. 

Encanto, ‘Rage in Heaven’ (MG), 
$1,800, okay. 


America, ‘So Ends Our Night’ 
(UA), $2,600, good. 
Radio-Cine, ‘Cheers for Miss 


Bishop’ (UA), $1,500, okay. 

Payret ‘Historia de una Noche’ 
(Story of a Night’) (Argentine), 
$1,700, fair. 

Nacional, ‘Tarzan and His Mate’ 
(M-G) (3 days), $750, n.s.h. 


NATAN GETS 
FIVE YEARS 


Vichy, July 15. 
Bernard Natan has been sentenced 
to serve five years in prison, 10 years 
of forced French residence, has lost 


his citizenship and must pay a fine 
of 3,000 gold ‘rancs because of his 
responsibility in the bankruptcy of 
the Pathe-Natan film interests, ac- 
cording to a .overnment announce- 
ment. 


Simon Cerf, company manager, re- 
ceived a similar sentence as an ac- 
complice. Peculiar feature of the 
sentence on Natan is that he was 
deprived of his authority as head of 
his family. 


‘CORN IS GREEN’ OPENS 
TO SOCK BIZ IN B.A. 


Buenos Aires, July 8. 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ Ethel Barry- 
more’s current vehicle on Broadway, 
this week became the first Broad- 
way play to come to South America 
during the current season. It’s mid- 
winter here, seasons being the re- 
verse of those in the northern half 
of the Americas. 

Play, translated into Spanish by 
Francisco Bolla as ‘Adios, Senorita 
Grey,’ is being done at the Teatro 
Avenida by Lola Membrives, Span- 
ish star, and her company and has 
drawn excellent notices and top biz 

















the-minute picture of developments 
in Australia, especially as it con- 
cerns 20th-Fox product and the 
product situation currently as it af- 
| fects Hoyts and, of course, National. 
| It’s understood that present trek of 
'the National officials is to readjust 
any product shortages which may 
have developed for Hoyts. 


London Shows Hit 





} 


| Hard by Measure 
Rationing Gites 


| 

| London, June 29. 
Clothes rationing has hit stage 
fare heavily here; it’s figured as 
|many as 20 shows are held up by 
the recent government order. Of- 
ficial attitude is producers will have 
to manage on rationing 
from players themselves, which 
means players go without apparel 
| for a year, since that supply would 
dress the show, 

Ivor Novello is hardest hit with a 
mammoth musical in his usually lav- 
ish style. It doesn’t stand a chance 
if no reprieve from statute is grant- 
ed. Novello is also in a tangle over 
holdup in arrival from Lisbon of 
Isabel Jeans, slated for the lead. 
| Actress left the U.S. months ago by 
| Clipper, but hasn’t been able to get 


j air passage here from Portugal. 


Del Carill in N. Y. 


| 
| 
Hugo del Carill, a foremost Argen- 
|tinian performer, arrived Monday 
(14) on the S.S. Argentina in New 
| York en route—in an out-of-the-way 
|manner—to Havana and a Cuban 
tour. . 
Del Carill is w.k. in B. A., in the- 
atres and on the air, and since his 
Cuban dates are not until late this 











| month he figured on taking in the 


N.Y. sights first, and thence revers- 
ing his course te the daiquiri belt. 


coupons | 


of any legit show presented here 
| this year. Decidedly British in 
background—story is set in a Welsh 
| mining town—the play has some dif- 
ficulties due to its point of view but 
| most critics agreed that both in 
| translation and playing the spirit of 
| the original had been retained. 

For the first time in Spanish, an- 
other Emlyn Williams’ play, ‘Night 
Must Fall,” has been presented here. 
English melodrama which has been 
done into a film, is being shown at 
| the Odeon by the Compania Argen- 
| tina de Comedias and has received 
{good notices. Translation is by 

+ ire, Azpetiia-.Williams wrote. 
Corn’. 
| Majority of plays running at 
| B.A.’s 27 other legit houses are na- 
; tional, Spanish or French transla- 
| tions. ‘El Camino del Tabaco’ (To- 
bacco Road) is still going strong 
| with 165 performances, having 
|moved from the Marconi to the 
Comedia. 








Mexico Ruling Curbs 
| Editing of U.S Films 


| New licensing rule for Mexico has 
| been placed in effect, according to 
word received in N.Y. by foreign 
managers. Under this no license for 
| showing in that country would be 
| granted to a film which is especially 
| 





edited for Mexican playddtes. If the 
completed picture is not the same 
}as the version shown elsewhere in 
the world market, the licensing of- 
ficials would turn down the USS. 
production. 

New York executives believe the 
ruling will have a far-reaching ef- 
| fect in the Latin-American market 
because it may be copied by other 
Latin-American nations. Previously 
American producers employed ‘pro- 
; tection’ insertions that could be 
| Placed in copies of any picture sent 
'to the Latin-Americas in case cer- 
_tain angles were rated as not being 
t~ favorable to Spanish interpreta- 
} tion. 








JAPS OSCAR 6 U.S. PIX 


Assn. Names 10 Best Films Shown 
in 1940 








Tokyo, June 15. 

The Japan Motion Picture Maga- 
zine Association has selected the 
best 10 Japanese and foreign films 
and five culture pictures from those 
released in 1940, for which the Jap 
Oscar with a written recommenda- 
tion will be offered. 

In the class of foreign pix, those 
that have been chosen include ‘Stage 
Coach,’ ‘Only Angels Have Wings,’ 
‘Stanley and Livingstone,’ ‘Vernon 
and Irene Castle,’ ‘Golden Boy,’ ‘Men 
with Wings’ (all VU. S.), and ‘La 
Charrette Fantome’ (French). 


RIGHTIST SWING 
FOR MEX PIC 
WORKERS 


Mexico City, July 15. 
A definite rightist swing is indi- 
cated for the national pic studios 
workers union and its chief, Enrique 
Solis, both having been accused of a 
red tinge, with the ousting from 


membership of the brother of 
Vicente Lombardo Toledano, former 
boss of the Confederation of Mexi- 
can Workers and Mexico’s labor 
czar, who’s now president of the 
Confederation of Latin-American 
Workers. The latter has recently 
come under fire of American labor 
leaders for his tactics with regard 
to allegedly blocking ‘Pan-Ameri- 
canism.’ 

Armando Lombardo Toledano, the 
brother, was banned from the union 
at a violent session which consid- 
ered cliarges against him by opera- 
tors of the Azteca studios here and 
several producers who rented that 
plant. Execs of the union found 
him guilty of ‘deliberately’ gumming 
things up in the studios’ laboratory 
of which he was the chief. This ob- 
struction, the studios owners and the 
producers complained, slowed the 
plant’s work. Two of his assistants, 
A. Arbeu and Maria Villegas, one 
of the few women studio lab work- 
ers in Mexico, were suspended in- 
definitely. Lombardo Toledano has 
filed claim with the federal board of 
conciliation and arbitration against 
the union for ousting him and Yor 
damages against the studios and pro- 
diyters 


eo 











Absolve Theatre Aides 
In Mexico Panic That 
Killed 90, Injured 200 


Mexico City, July 15. 

The death last week of 90 persons, 
40 of them women and 21 children, 
and the injury of 200 others, 5‘: seri- 
ously, was not the faul‘ of the own- 
ers nor manager of the Cine Montes, 
a 2,000-seater nabe of Guadalajara, 
during a night performance, but was 
due to ‘forces beyond human con- 
trol,’ reported the Guadalajara d.a. 
after an investigation. 

The tragedy, the worst in the his- 
tory of Mexican show biz, resulted 
from panic when lightning struck 
the cinema during the torrential 
thunderstorm that had driven scores 
to seek refuge in the hall. 


‘Wanted Wings’ Soars 


Based on tremendous business al- 
ready done in London and the Philip- 
pines, and the promising outlook in 
Australia, Paramount considers ‘I: 
Wanted Wings’ as likely to become 
its greatest grosser in the foreign 
field this year. 
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Picture Propaganda Would Show 


How Democracies Live Compared 
To Existence in Dictator Countries 


pf 


Buenos Aires, July 8. 
No better way exists of fighting 
Nazi propaganda in South America 
than U.S. films which show how life 
in the democracies compares with 
existence in dictator - dominated 


countries, according to the theory 
behind special film showings recent- 
ly inaugurated here and in other 
capitals of Latin America by many 
pro-democratic organizations. Idea 
is that it’s about time somebody 
showed the other side of the story 
and varied the one-way diet of fear 
talk many Latins have been geiting. 

Method is different in each repub- 
lic, but essentially the plan is for 
each organization sponsoring the 
idea to make available for South 
Americans special showings of se- 
lected films which, it is felt, will 
demonstrate not only the contrast 
between the totalitarians and the 
free countries but prove to those 
who have begun to doubt the ability 
of the non-dictator countries to hold 
up against the Nazi war machine 
that there’s still plenty of “the old 
fight left. 

Latter theme—intended to act as 
an antidote for much of the Nazi 
fear propaganda—was behind the 
inaugural show put on by the Co- 
mision Inter-Aliada de Coordinacion 
here this week. Group is made up 
of British, Free French, Dutch, Yugo- 
slavian, Polish, Danish, Belgium and 


others either dominated by, or 
fighting, the Axis. 
First Show 


First show, held at the Cine Grand 
Splendid, was a diplomatic list af- 
fair, with many prominent Argen- 
tines also present. Presence of Sir 
Esmond Ovey, British Ambassador; 
Baron Louis Leclercq, Belgian Min- 
ister; Jonkheer P. E. Teppema, 
Netherlands’ Minister; Dr. Isidor 
Canker, Jugoslav Minister; Dr. Fin 
Lund, Danish Minister, and others 


helped give the affair the social 
status admittedly important in at- 
tracting top-drawer Argentines 


whose opinions it is 
win. 

Norman Armour, U. S. Ambassa- 
dor to Argentina, was not present, 
being currently in the States, but 
Second Embassy Secretary Sheldon 
Thomas reported for him, 

Majority of pictures were from 
U.S. companies and included Metro's 
‘Nostradamus,’ Columbia’s shorts on 
development of U.S. power for de- 
fense, March of Time's R.A.F. reel 
and a 20th-Fox special on a Presi- 
dent Roosevelt speech. Two British 
Olympic feature shorts were also 
shown and a running commentary 
was delivered by an announcer from 
Radio El Mundo. 

Theme was that ‘in the union of 
all free countries lies a seed which, 
growing, will develop into the 
strong tree of liberty and universal 
justice.’ Pictures of U.S. shipyards 


important to 


eee IE PPE TPP EPPS Reh SEN Spee 


operaiion and shots of British fac- 
tories still operating despite bomb- 
ings drew most attention. 

Features Later 


Learned that full-length features 
are likely to be shown at future 
shows with plan under way to have 
weekly programs. Sponsors, who 
carefully guest-list invitees, have no 


| intention of competing with regular 


theatres, it’s explained, but feel 
much can be accomplished by spe- 
cial showings. Nazis have long used 
the private-showing method in many 
Latin countries, often giving combo 
champagne and film fests for high- 
ranking officials and _ civilians. 
Chile, aware of the stunt, recently 
issued orders that officials attending 
such showings in uniform were 
liable to discipline. 

It’s explained that while a major- 
ity of anti-dictator feature pictures 
are shown in regular theatres—‘So 
Ends Our Night,’ ‘Mortal Storm,’ 
‘Four Sons’ are examples—others 
like ‘Great Dictator’ are banned 
here. It may be possible to arrange 
private showings of those nixed, but, 
regardless, even a re-showing of a 
pro-democracy film to an invited 
audience is considered highly val- 
uable. 

No special films are needed, it’s 
added, those already produced or in 
the works being sufficient. The less 
they look like propaganda, the bet- 
ter. Nazis frequently have gotten 
boomerangs in their zeal to put 


across a point. 
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Shh! 
Don’t 
tell a 
soul! 


“T’ve just seen a preview of ‘LIFE 
BEGINS FOR ANDY HARDY’ 
and it’s the best of them all.” 





LIFE’S A BED OF ROSES! 


When you’re an M-G-M Showman! 


* ° PD] 
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While 


Booms! 


And 


“Blossoms in the Dust” 


beautifiés the box-ofhice! 
(Three flowery weeks at Radio City Music Hall!) 


Along comes a Hardy Hit! 
Mickey’s uproarious! 
Judy’s glorious! 


(More he to the voice that thrills!) 


And M-G-M’s victorious! 


Yes, our Summer Policy: 
(No holding back pictures, just hold-over hits “i 


Is the Talk of the Industry! 
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Se ae 


SALING RUSSELL 


consinee t dolighs a tetha poigt ating week 
in M-G-M's Cle ae production 


“THEY MET IN BOMBAY’ Zz 
CAPITO nie Coot 


3d WEEK! CAPITOL! 


Hold-Overs Everywhere 
2nd WEEK AT 


Baltimore, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Dayton, Harris- 
burg, New Haven, Norfolk, Philadelphia, Pitts- 
burgh, Providence, Reading, Richmond, Rochester, 
Syracuse, Toledo, Wilmington, Worcester, Atlanta, 
Houston, Memphis, New Orleans, Nashville, 
Denver, Indianapolis, Kansas City, Los Angeles, 
Louisville, St. Louis, San Francisco, Seattle, Hart- 
ford, Milwaukee, Buffalo! 
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TRADE SHOWINGS 


(From July 16-26) 








(Alphabetically arranged according to Exchange City, and chronologically 
sequenced according to calendar date and hour of screenings. A ready 
reference for all exhibitors, embracing ALL the five major distributors 
under one table. This will be brought up to date each week, listing the 
schedule of releases for the ensuing 10 days from Variety's date of publica- 
tion, Legend: T. for Theatre; P. R. for Projection Room.) 


ALBANY 


WED., JULY 16 (11 a.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), Paramount T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (11 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Paramount T. 

FRI, JULY 18 (11 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Paramount T. 

MON,, JULY 21 (11 am.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (MG), Paramount T. 
WED., JULY 23 (10 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI., JULY 25 (10 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI, JULY 25 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 


ATLANTA 


WED., JULY 16 (11 a.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (MG), Rhodes Center T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (11 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 

FRI, JULY 18 (11 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 

FRI., JULY 18 (2 p.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (MG), Belmont T., Nashville. 
MON., JULY 21 (11 a.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll’ (MG), San Marco T., Jacksonville. 
WED., JULY 23 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (il a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (11 a.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (MG), Rhodes Center T. 
WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (11 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI., JULY 25 (11 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P. R. 
FRI., JULY 25 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. — 
FRI., SULY 25 (2 p.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll-Mr. Hyde’ (MG), Belmont T., Nashville. 


BOSTON 


WED., JULY 16 (11 am.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Uptown T. 
THURS., JULY 1i7 (11 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Uptown T. 

FRL, JULY 18 (11 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 

MON., JULY 21 (11 a.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll-Mr. Hyde’ (MG), Capitol T., Augusta. 
TUES., JULY 22 (2 p.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (MG), Exeter Street T. 
WED., JULY 23 (10 a.m.), ‘Chariey’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

FRL, JULY 25 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI, JULY 25 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 


BUFFALO 


WED., JULY 16 (11 a.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Bailey T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (11 a.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (MG), Regent T., Syracuse. 
THURS., JULY 17 (11 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Bailey T. 

FRL, JULY 18 (11 am.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Bailey T. 

MON., JULY 21 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (MG), Elmwood T. 
WED., JULY 23 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (12 noon), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (4 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (12 noon), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (11 am.), ‘Dr. Jekyll’ (MG), Regent T., Syracuse. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll’ (MG), Regent T., Syracuse. 
FRI, JULY 25 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI., JULY 25 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 


CHARLOTTE 


WED., JULY 16 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (MG), State T., Asheville. 
WED., JULY 16 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (MG), Wayne T., Goldsboro. 





WED., JULY 16 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO). Visulite T. 


THURBS., JULY 17 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Visulite T. 
FRI, JULY 18 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Lady Searface’ (RKO), Visulite T. 


MON., JMILY 21 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (MG), Dilworth T. 
Be SPS BS PM a Se reo Seki CS PR PSS PS I a. 


WED., JULY 23 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exc.:ange P.x. 
WED., JULY 23 ‘ii a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 


WED., JULY 23 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G), State T., Asheville. 


WED., JULY 23 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll’ (MG), Wayne T., Goldsboro, 
WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P-R. 

WED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (11 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI, JULY 25 (11 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI, FULY 25 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 


CHICAGO 


WED., JULY 16 (10:45 a.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), Studio T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (10:45 a.m.) ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO). Studio T. 
FRI, JULY 18 (10:45 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Studio T. 
j SAT., JULY 19 (10:45 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Studio T. 
SA TUES., JULY 22 (10 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange PR. 
UES., JULY 22 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
TUES., JULY 22 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Studio T. 


TUES., JULY 22 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll-Mr, Hyde’ (M-G), Mad. T., Peoria. 
TUES,, JULY 22 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll-Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Orph T.,Sp’field. 


TUES., JULY 22 (2 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

TUES., JULY 22 (3:30 p.m.) ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (10 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 


CINCINNATI 


WED., JULY 16 (2 p.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Mayfair T. 

THURS., JULY i7 (2 p.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Mayfair T. 

FRI, JULY 18 (2 p.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Mayfair T. 

MON., JULY 2% (2 p.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr, Hyde’ (M-G), Orpheum T. 

WED., JULY 23 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (11 a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (10 a.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G), Capitol T., Charleston. 

WED., JULY 23 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
(Continued on page 20) 
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directing. It is laid in the period 
from 1890 to 1940. Another in the 
'same class, the Errol Flynn starrer, 
''They Died With Their Boots On,’ 
'runs from 1857 to 1876 and is the 
‘story of Custer and his last stand. 
| Nearing release is ‘Bad Man of Mis- 
'souri,’ dealing with that siate’s cele- 
‘brated Robin Hood bandits, the 
|/Younger brothers, portrayed by 


| Wayne Morris, Dennis Morgan and 


| Arthur Kennedy. 


Warners’ other period film is ‘The 
Prime Minister, the story of the 
English leader, Disraeli. John Giel- 
gud and Diana Wynyard have the top 
roles. The picture was made in 
England at the Teddington studios. 


Metro and 20th-Fox each has 
four pictures in this class. 


Metro’s ‘Blossoms in the Dust’ is 
the story of a Texas woman, por- 
trayed by Greer Garson, which opens 
in 1906. At the same studio ‘Smilin’ 
Through,’ world-war drama, is be- 
ing made, with Jeanette MacDonald 
starred. Clark Gable and Lana Tur- 
ner are busy in ‘Honky Tonk,’ tale 
of Colorado mining camps at the 
close of the last century, and Nelson 
Eddy is being starred in a new ver- 
sion of “The Chocolate Soldier,’ laid 
in old Vienna. 


Pry Inte the Old Days 

The 20th-Fox schedule includes 
Jack Benny in. ‘Charley’s Aunt,’ an 
1890 perennial; ‘Belle Starr,’ story of 
post-Civil War Reconstruction in 
Missouri; ‘Wild Geese Calling,’ screen 
adaptation of Martha Ostenso’s best. 
seller of some years ago, which puts 
Henry Fonda and Joan Bennett in a 
turn - of -the-century setting; and 
‘How Green Was My Valley,’ the 
story of the Welsh miners, which 
starts about 25 years ago. 


Three period pictures are On the 
fire at Paramount, where Cecil B. 
De Mille is filming ‘Reap the Wild 
Wind,’ which deals with the activi- 
ties of the Key West wreckers back 
in 1842. Bing Crosby has just fin- 
ished work in ‘Birth of the Blues,’ 
a story of New Orleans from 1898 to 
1910. “The Great Man’s Lady’ is a 
picture of pioneer days in which 
Barbara Stanwyck plays the role of 
a woman 100 years old. 


‘Badlands of Dakota,’ starring Rich- 
ard Dix and Frances Farmer, is a 
story of Wild Bill Hickok now be- 
ing made at Universal, where Frank 
Lloyd has just finished a tale of the 
Oregon fur trade in the early 1800's 
called “This Woman Is Mine.’ 


Of the major studios, only RKO 
and Columbia seem to have missed 
the drift, although Samuel Goldwyn 
is completing ‘The Little Foxes,’ 
| starring Bette Davis, for RKO re- 
jlease. The Lillian Hellman play is 
|laid around 1900. Goldwyn has also 
| announced that he is going to make 
‘Seventh Cavalry, in competition 
| with Warners’ ‘They Died With Their 
|Boots On.’ In the Goldwyn picture 
| Gary Cooper plays General Cster. 














Countess Tolstoy 
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thitterness as she note 
etme a 


d_ that 
Sexes ae ys 


lly in its effort to aid unfortunate 


|} countrymen who have fled the So-| 
| viets, has been unable to obtain con- | 
| tributions from producers and pic- | 


ture companies who have profited by 
Sore father’s books and plays. 

| in the absence of an 
| the Tolstoy stuff, she said, although 
}some of the films have reaped a 
big b.o. take. Metro has produced 
| five films on Tolstoy works, she re- 
| marked. 


‘put their secretaries have always as- 
sured me that my cause was just and 
that something would be done. Noth- 
ing ever has been done. I don't 
think, though, that the film com- 
panies like my speaking on the sub- 
ject.’ 

Opening of the project was at- 
tended by 300, including Grand 
Duchess Marie. Ex-President Her- 
bert Hoover is president of the 
Foundation and the Grand Duchess 
is chairman of the sponsoring com- 
mittee of Reed Farm, with a special 
interest in the art and culture center 
being established there. 

Most of the Foundation’s funds— 
$50,000 has been raised in two years 
—has been going to aid emigres in 
the Vichy (France) area in recent 
months. Expenses for the first year 
of Reed Farm have been under- 
written by Boris A. Bakhmeteff and 


| 
| 





Capt. Boris V. Sergievsky. 


the 
| Foundation, needing funus so urgent: | 


No royalties have ever been paid, | 
international | 
royalty and copyright agreement, on | 


‘I have never been able to talk to | 
the ‘big shots,’ she said, humorously, | 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—5/36/41 




















Adventure in Washingten (Cel) D 8 V.«. Bruce-H. Marshall 
Billy the Kid (M-G) 5/23 w S &. Taylor-B. Donlevy 
Silver Stallion (Mono) 6/18 w 6 D. Sharpe-J. Waldo 

I Wanted Wings (Par) 3 26 D 13! R. Milland-V. Lake 
Sunny (RKO) 5/21 MU 9% A, Neagile-R. Bolger 
Bleed and Sand (20th) 5/21 ive e . yee ed power 

bbott-Costello in the Nav U) / 
- ‘ ys CD 102 P.Lane-J. Lynn 


Million Dollar Baby (WB) 5/28 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6/6/41 











G. Garbe-R. Novarre 


Mata Hari (M-G) D 

Wrangler’s Roost (Mone) 6,25 W “57 KR. Corrigan-J. King 

Saint’s Vacation (RKO) 6/138 M 61 iS. Gray-H. Sinclair 

For Beauty’s Sake (20th) 6/25 CD 6&6 M. Weaver-N. Sparks 

Men of the Timberlands (U) M R. Arilen-A. Devine 

Devil Dogs of the Air (WB) 2/12/35 D 90 J. Cagney-P. O’Brien 
Shining Victory (WB) 5/28 D 78 J. Stephenson-G. Fitzgerald 


ee — 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6/13/41 


$$» 





The Get-Away (M-G) 6/11 


D 88 R. Sterling-D. Adams 
Richest Man in Tewn (Col) 6/12 CD 7 F. Craven-J. Todd 
Gang’s All Here (Meno) 6/25 C 63 + # =F. Darro-M. Moreland 
One Night in Lisbon (Par) 5/14 D 96 M. Carroll-F. MacMurray 
Cyclone on Horseback (RKO) /18 WwW =58 T. Hok-R. Whitley 
Bride Wore Crutches (20th) 7/24/40 CD 54 L. Reberts-T. North 
Tight Shees (U) 6/11 Cc 67 #=%<J. Howard-B. Barnes 
Broadway Limited (UA) 6/18 D 75 V.McLagien-M. Woodworth 
Out of the Fog (WB) 6/11 D 8 J. Garfield-I. Lupino 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6/20/41 





— —— 


Time Out fer Rhythm (Col) 5/28 





R. Vallee-R. Lane 


MU 74 
Hands Across the Rockies (Co}) w Bill Elliot-M. Daily 
The Big Store (M-G) 6/11 C 84 Marx Bros.-T. Martin 
West Point Widow (Par) 6/11 CD 63 A. Shirley-R. Carlson 
Reluctant Dragen (RKO) 6/Ii1 73° Disney Cartoon 
Nevada City (Rep) 7/16 WwW =58 R. Regers-G. Hayes 
Man Hunt (20th) 6/11 D 100 J, Bennett-W. Pidgeon 
San Antenio Rose (U) 6/25 MU 62 Rz. Paige-J. Frazee 
Passage from Hongkong (WB) D 


K. Douglas-L. Fairbanks 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6/27/41 





Sweetheart of the Campus (Col) 6/25 MU 64 R, Keeler-O. Nelson 
Medice of Painted Springs (Cel) 6/25 W 59 C. Starrett-T. Walker 
Wanderers ef the West (Mono) w T. Keene-B. Miles 
They Met in Bombay (M-G) 6/25 D #% €. Gable-R, Russell 
The Parson of Panamint (Par) 6/25 w 84 E, Drew-C. Ruggles 
Jungle Cavalcade (RKO) 7/9 M 7% F. Buck 

A Very Young Lady (20th) 4/30/41 CD 80 J. Withers-N. Kelly 
Poison Pen (Rep) 7/2 D 6 F.'Robson-R. Newton 
Puddin’ Head (Rep) 7/2 Cc 80 J. Canova-F. Lederer 
Kansas Cyclone (Kep) Ww D. Barry-L. Merrick 
Hit the Road (U) 7/9 D G2 G. George-B. MacLane 
Underground (WB) 6, 25 D 9 


J, Lynn-K. Verne 


WEEK OF RELEASE—7/4/41 


I Was a Prisoner on Devil's Island (Col) 


D. Woods-S. Eilers 


D 70 
Barnacle Bill (M-G) 7/2 CD 90 W. Beery-V. Weidler 
Murder by Invitation (Mono) D W. Ford-M. Marsh 
Caught im the Draft (Par) 5/28 C 82 B.Hope-D. Lamour 
Tom, Diek and Harry (RKO) 7/16 Cc 85 G. Rogers-G. Murphy 
Moon Over Miami (20th) 6/18 MU 92 D.Ameche-B. Grable 
Bachelor Daddy (U) 7/2 ¢€ 6 Baby Sandy-E. FE. Horton 
Kisses for Breakfast (WB) Cc 


D. Morgan-J. Wyatt 


WEEK OF RELEASE—7/11/41 











Two in a Taxi (Cel) D 62 A.Louise-R. Hayden 

Navy Blue and Geld (M-G) (reissue) D 95 RK. ¥Young-J. Stewart 
Father Steps Out (Mono) D F. Albertson-L. Grey 
| Forced Landing (Par) 7/9 M 63 R. Arlen-E. Gabor 
| They Meet Again (RKO) D J. Hersholt-D. Lovett 
| Gangs of Sonora (Rep) 7/16 W 56 3 Mesquiteers 
| Mountain Moonlight (Rep) cD Weaver Bros. Elviry 
Accent on Love (20th) D +61 G. Montgomery-O. Massen 
Hello, Sucker (U)} 17/2 C 60 H. Herbert-T. Brown 

| Bride Came C.0.D. (WB) 17/2 CD 94 Bz. Davis-J. Cagney 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/18/41 
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Son vi Davy tvrockett (Col) 7/9 W 59 + B. Elliott-I. Meredith 
Stars Look Down (M-G) 1/3/40 D 104 M. Redgrave-M. Lockwood 
| Arizona Bound (Mono) Ww B. Jones-T. McCoy 
Shepherd of the Hills (Par) 6/18 D 98 J. Wayne-B. Field 
| Hurricane Smith (Rep) D R. Middleton-J. Wyatt 
Sunset in Wyoming (Rep) Ww G. Autry-S. Burnette 
Dance Hall (20th) D 172 CC. Romero-C. Landis 
Raiders of the Desert (U) Ww 60 R.Arilen-A. Devine 
|} Rawhide Rangers (U) w J. M. Brown 
| Bullets for O’Hara (WB) D J. Perry-R. Pryor 
] 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/25/41 
| The Officer and the Lady (Col) 1/16 D 59 R. Hudson-R. Pryor 
| Ringside Maisie (M-G) Cc A. Sothern-G. Murphy 
| The Deadly Game (Mono) D J. Lang-C. Farrell 
| Hurry, Charlie, Hurry (RKO) 17/8 C° 65 L. Erroli-K. Howell 
| Ten Nights im a Bar Reom (Rep) M R. Armstrong-L. Hayes 
| Bad Men of Missouri (WB) D 


J. Wyman-D. Morgan 





WEEK OF RELEASE—8/1/41 





Thunder Over the Prairie (Col) w C. Starrett-E. O’Hearn 
Blossoms Im the Dust (M-G) 6/25 D 88 G. Garson-W. Pidgeon 
Bowery Blitzkrieg (Mono) D W. Hull-L. Gorcey 
Fugitive Valley (Mono) Ww R. Corrigan-M. Terhune 
Kiss the Boys Goodbye (Par) 6/25 CD 8&3 M. Martin-D. Ameche 
My Life With Caroline (RKO) 1/16 C % R.Colman-A. Lee 

Rags to Riches (Rep) M A. Baxter-M. Carlisle 
Cracked Nuts (U) Cc M. Auer-U. Merkel 
Three Sons o’ Guns (WB) cD W. Morris-T. Brown 





WEEK OF RELEASE—38/8/41 





Ellery Queen and Perfect Crime (Col) M 68 R. Bellamy-M. Lindsay 
Mary Names the Day (M-G) D L. Ayres-L. Barrymore 
Dynamite Canyon (Mono) w T. Keene-E. Finley 
Wide Open Town (Par) w W. Boyd-R. Hayden 
Six Gun Gold (RKO) w T. Holt-L. White 

Hold That Ghost (U) Cc Abbott-Costello 

New Wine (UA) MU I. Massey-B. Barnes 
Manpower (WB) 1/9 D 103. E. Robinson-M. Dietrich 





WEEK OF RELEASE—8/15/41 





Tillte the Toiler (Col) 

Medico Hits the Trail (Col) 

Life Begins for Andy Hardy (M-G) 
Aloma of the South Seas (Par) 


K. Harris-W. Tracy 

C. Starrett 

M. Reoney-A. Rutherferd 
D. Lamour-J. Hall 





Cc 

w 

Cc 

RD 

This Woman Is Mine (U) D F. Tone-C, Bruce 
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“KISS THE 
a BOYS GOODBYE” ...at 
| - a *, i >: . the Earle Theatre, Washing- 
= po ton, outgrosses ‘North West 
Mounted Police’”’,’’Virginia”’ 
and ‘Zanzibar’! ; 













“PARSON OF PANAMINT”.,.in | 
its first engagement at the Utah ; 
Theatre, Salt Lake City, hits 20% 
above “One Night in Lisbon”... 
running neck and neck with 

“Lady Eve’’! 





““SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS”’.. .Tennessee 
Theatre, Knoxville,..78% better than “Eve” 
++ 20% better than ‘Virginia’. . . 50% 
better than “Zanzibar“’ 


Newman Theatre, Kansas City: 38% better | 
than “Eve”... 46% better than “‘Virginia’’ 


Pulaski Theatre, Little Rock: 75% better 
than “EVE”...25% better than “Virginia” 


Gillioz Theatre, Springfield Mo.: 81% bet- 
ter than “Eve”..,50% better than “Virginia” 
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"\ “CAUGHT IN THE DRAFT”... now breaking 

os records in extended runs everywhere. Ahead 

of “Zanzibar”, “Virginia’,“’Lady Eve’’,”Love 

Thy Neighbor’... ahead of practically any 
hit you can name? 


AY 7 


SUNT 


THE HOTTEST COMPANY 
IN THE BUSINESS? 
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Trade Showings 


Continued from page 185 


WED., JULY 23 (3 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

THURS., JULY 24 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (11 am.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (3 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

FRI, JULY 25 (10 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI., JULY 25 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 


CLEVELAND 


WED., JULY 16 (11 a.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Lake T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (11 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Lake T. 

FRI, JULY 18 (11 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Lake T. ; 
TUES. JULY 22 (2 p.m.) ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Metropolitan T. 
WED., JULY 23 (10 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (4 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 


DALLAS 


WED., JULY 16 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Texas T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Texas T. 

FRL, JULY 18 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Texas » 

MON., JULY 21 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Roswin T. 
TUES., JULY 22 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
TUES., JULY 22 (11 a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

TUES., JULY 22 (2 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

TUES., JULY 22 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Jekyll & Hyde’ (M-G), Texas T., San Antonio. 
WED., JULY 23 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (11 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th) Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRL, JULY 25 (10 a.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G) B’way T., Lubbock. 


DENVER 


WED., JULY 16 (2 p.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Santa Fe T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (2 p.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Santa Fe T. 

FRI., JULY 18 (2 p.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Santa Fe T. 

TUES., JULY 22 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Santa Fe T. 
WED., JULY 23 (10 am.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (11:30.a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI, JULY 25 (10 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI, JULY 25 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 


DES MOINES 


WED. JULY 16 (2 p.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), Forest T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (11 am.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Forest T. 

FRI., JULY 18 (2 p.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Forest T. 

MON., JULY 21 (2 p.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyl & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Forest T. 
TUES., JULY 22 (10 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
TUES., JULY 22 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
TUES., JULY 22 (2 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

TUES., JULY 22 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (10 am.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 


DETROIT 


WED., JULY 16 (11 a.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Majestic T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (11 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Majestic T. 

FRI., JULY 18 (11 am.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Majestic T. 

MON., JULY 21 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Majestic T. 
TUES., JULY 22 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G), Michigan T., Saginaw. 
WED., JULY 23 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (12 noon), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G), Eastown T., Gr. Rapids. 
WED., JULY 23 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (3 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (12 noon), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (3 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

FRI, JULY 25 (10:30 am.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI, JULY 25 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 


INDJANAPOLIS 


WéED., JULY 16 (11 ..n.), ‘Father Takes a Wite’ (RKO), St. Clair T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (11 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), St. Clair T. 

FRI., JULY 18 (11 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), St. Clair T. 

MON., JULY 21 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Talbott T.’ 
TUES., JULY 22 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G), Crescent T., Louisville. 
WED., JULY 23 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Esquire T. 

WED., JULY 23 (3 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Esquire T. 

THURS., JULY 24 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Esquire T. 
THURS., JULY 24 (3 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Esquire T. 

FRI, JULY 25 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Esquire T. 


KANSAS CITY 


WED., JULY 16 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), Vogue T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Vogue T. 

FRI., JULY 18 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Vogue T. 

MON., JULY 21 (1 p.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Vogue T. 
TUES., JULY 22 (1 p.m.), ‘Jekyll & Hyde’ (M-G), Uptown T., Wichita. 
WED., JULY 23 (10 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th}, Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRL, JULY 25 (10 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI., JULY 25 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th ), Exchange P.R. 


LOS ANGELES 


WED., JULY 16 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Victoria T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Victoria T. 

FRI., JULY 18 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Victoria T. 

MON., JULY 21 (10 a.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Hyde’ (M-G), Strand T., Phoenix. 
MON., JULY 21 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Victoria T. 
TUES., JULY 22 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
TUES., JULY 22 (12 noon), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
TUES., JULY 22 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th ), Exchange P.R. 
TUES., JULY 22 (4 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (12 noon), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

















WED., JULY 23 (4 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R.” 
THURS., JULY 24 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenede’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 


MEMPHIS 


WED., JULY 16 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Ritz T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Ritz T. 

FRL, JULY 18 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Ritz T. 

MON., JULY 21 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Palace T. 
TUES., JULY 22 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
TUES., JULY 22 (11 a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
TUES., JULY 22 (11 a.m.), ‘Jekyll & Hyde’ (M-G), Prospect T., Little Rock. 
TUES., JULY 22 (2 p.m.), ‘Charley's Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

TUES., JULY 22 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (11 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (11 a.m.) ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 


MILWAUKEE 


WED., JULY 16 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Tower T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Tower T. 

FRL, JULY 18 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Tower T. 

TUES., JULY 22 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Varsity T. 
WED., JULY 23 (10 am.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI, JULY 25 (10 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI, JULY 25 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


WED., JULY 16 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), St. L. P. T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), St. Louis P. T. 
FRI, JULY 18 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), St. Louis Park T. 
SAT., JULY 19 (10 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), St. Louis Park T. 
TUES., JULY 22 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G), State T., Sioux Falls. 
TUES., JULY 22 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Park T. 
TUES., JULY 22 (1 p.m.), ‘Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G), Pillar T., Valley City. 
TUES., JULY 22 (1 p.m.), ‘Jekyll & Hyde’ (M-G), West T., Duluth. 
WED., JULY 23 (11 am.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (12:30 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (4 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (11 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (12:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R 
THURS., JULY 24 (2:30 pm.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (4 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

FRI., JULY 25 (11 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI, JULY 25 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 


WED., JULY 16 (11 a.m.), ‘Devil & Daniel Webster’ (RKO), Whalley T. 
WED., JULY 16 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Lawrence T, . 


THURS., JULY 17 (11 am.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Whalley T. 

FRI, JULY 18 (11 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Whalley T. 

WED., JULY 23 (11 am.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (1 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Jekyll & Hyde’ (M-G), Lawrence T. 
WED., JULY 23 (3 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

THURS., JULY 24 (10 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (3 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

FRI., JULY 25 (11 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI., JULY 25 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 


NEW ORLEANS 


WED., JULY 16 (10 a.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Coliseum T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (10 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Coliseum T. 

FRI., JULY 18 (10 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Coliseum T. 

SUN., JULY 20 (2 p.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Ray T., Jackson. 
MON., JULY 21 (2 p.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Clabon T. 
TUES., JULY 22 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
TUES., JULY 22 (11 a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

TUES., JULY 22 (2 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

TUES., JULY 22 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (9:30 a.m.), “Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (11 a.m.j, ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (11 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 


NEW YORK CITY 


Wax. JULY 16 (10:45 «.m.), ‘Lady Be Gui’ (M-G), Astor T. 

THURS., JULY 17 (10:45 a.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Broadway T. 
FRI, JULY 18 (10:45 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Broadway T. 

SAT., JULY 19 (10:45 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Broadway T. 

WED., JULY 23 (10:30 am.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (12 noon), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th). Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (10:45 am.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Astor T. 
WED., JULY 23 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (4 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (12 noon), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (4 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

FRI., JULY 25 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI., JULY 25 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th ), Exchange P.R. 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


WED., JULY 16 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G). Majestic T., Tulsa. 
WED., JULY 16 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), Uptown T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Uptown T. 

FRI, JULY 18 (10:30 am.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Uptown T. 

MON., JULY 21 (10:30 am.), ‘Dr, Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Uptown T. 
WED., JULY 23 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Jekyll & Hyde’ (M-G), Majestic T., Tulsa. 
WED., JULY 23 (10 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (11:30 am.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10 am.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI., JULY 25 (10 am.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exthange P.R. 
FRI, JULY 25 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 


OMAHA 


WED., JULY 16 (2 p.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), Avenue T, 

THURS., JULY 17 (2 p.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Avenue T? 

FRI., JULY 18 (2 p.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Avenue T. 

MON., JULY 21 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Dundee T. 

TUES., JULY 22 (10 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
(Continued on page 22) 











BANKO EXEMPTIONS 
A LIFESAVER IN WIS, 


Milwaukee, July 15. 

Theatre operators who were under 
fire recently by state income tax 
officials, who claimed that ‘bank 
night’ expenditures had been illegal- 
ly deducted from tax reports, 
breathed a real sigh of relief this 
past week when Tax Commissioner 
Elmer E. Barlow announced that, 
since the attorney general had ruled 
the drawings were legal at the time 
they took place, the deductions made 
by the exhibs could stand. Bank 
nights recently were held by the 
Supreme Court to be illegal and the- 
atres at once discontinued them. 

Had Bartow ruled against the the- 
atre men, many of them would have 
been bankrupted as the income tax 
reports involved covered a period of 
several years. 

















Alien Coin 

— Continued from page 2 
burger, currently producing for 
United Artists; Signe Hasso, Swedish 
star; Michele Morgan, French, and 
Paul Henrie, at RKO, and the play-- 
wrights Alfred Polgar, Wilhelm 
Speyer, Leonhard Frank, Alfred 
Doeblin, Heinrich Mann and Alfred 
Neumann. 


Most recent additions to the pic- 
ture colony are Jean Gabin, actor, 
and Jean Renoir, director, both from 
France, under contract to 20th-Fox, 
Basserman came in from Vienna. 
Miss. Massey is Hungarian, with a 
$2,500 weekly salary. Polgar is Vien- 
nese, and is at Metro, as is Leon- 
hard Frank. Alfred Doeblin is with 
Warners, and so is Alfred Neumann, 
not related to Alfred Newman, the 
music director. Heinrich Mann, 
brother of Thomas Mann, is at War- 
ners. Miss Gabor is Hungarian. Carl 
Brisson is Danish. 

There are in Hollywood and in 
pictures many other nationals of 
belligerent or dominated European 
states, but most of them were in 
this country prior to the date fixed 
as the original boundary of the 
financial blackout. 

Friendly Aliens 

Neither by designation nor by any 
inference are these nationals re- 
garded as anything but friendly 
aliens, and the regulations governing 
their funds and salaries are based 
on that kind of policy. 

A minimum of $500 per month, or 
$125 per week, is allowed as a draw- 
ing account under general license is- 
sued through the Federal Reserve 
Bank and its member banks, as the 
officiating agency for the U. S. 
Treasury Dept. If an individual can 
prove that he requires more for 
legitimate business or living ex- 
penses in this country, it may be ob- 
tained under special license permit, 
up to unlimited amounts. 

Barbara Hutton, Danish citizen 
since her marriage, for instance, 
with her menage of 26 servants and 
beach home here, is allowed $40,000 
per month as drawing account. 

Numbers of non-American citizens 
in the blackout category have sub- 
mitted living and business expense 
requirements to Federal Reserve 
officials at San Francisco, through 
their local banks, and have secured 
or are in process of having okayed 
withdrawal amounts exceeding the 
general maximum of $500 per 
month. Basserman, for instance, is 
asking $2,000 for legitimate monthly 
expenses. One of the French di- 
rectors had to have, and got, a spe- 
cial license in order to pay a year’s 
house lease and buy an auto. Signe 








| Hasso has upped her allowance. 


Alien motion picture people under 


|salary get none of their paycheck 
|from studios directly. 


Their money 
is sent to their banks, which here- 
after assumes all responsibility for 
carrying out the frozen fund regu- 
lations. 

Chief purpose of the money im- 
pounding order, as one prominent 
banker explains it, is to protect rela- 
tives of nationals here from having 
pressure put upon them to force 
money into coffers of Axis powers 
and dominated countries. Definition 
of who are ‘nationals’ under the 
Treasury order is still rather vague, 
and various banks are still in proc- 
ess of classifying those subject to 
the freeze regulations. Bank in 
Beverly Hills, where many of the 
picture folk do business, has listed 
less than a dozen of its numerous 
alien depositors as amendable to the 
block-out. 

First freezing order came in con- 
nection with invasion of Denmark 
on April 8, 1940. Successive block- 
ing of funds for nations and nation- 
als involved occurred thereafter as 
each new country was invaded and 
occupied by Germany. 
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ARIETY 











YOU BET HE’S ALIVE! that National Screen Baby. . . 


alive with all kinds of ideas for making things hum around 
your theatre * Trailers... Lobby Displays and General Theatre 
Advertising Accessories. Alive with ticket-selling magnetism * 
Alive with that color...glamour... sparkle that makes your 
theatre glow with “‘pleasure-promise” * Put him to work 
for you. Let his energy... his pep... his experience... 
his creative force and talents spread the glad tidings that 
you’ve got a show * Advertise... publicize ... exploit... 
make money. Tie in your theatre with a consistent . . . all- 
round... year-round selling campaign. Let the Prize Baby 


carry the torch of good business with... THE THREE 
BEST-SELLERS IN THE BUSINESS! 
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Trade Showings 


Continued from page 20- 

















TUES., JULY 22 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
TUES., JULY 22 (2 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

TUES., JULY 22 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (10 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 


PHILADELPHIA 


WED., JULY 16 (11 a.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Aldine T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (11 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Aldine T. 

FRI., JULY 18 (11 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Aldine T. 

MON., JULY 21 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Aldine T. 
WED., JULY 23 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Charley's Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (12 noon), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (4 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (12 noon), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (4 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

FRL, JULY 25 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI, JULY 25 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 


PITTSBURGH 


WED., JULY 16 (11 a.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Academy T., Meadville. 
WED., JULY 16 (11 a.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Morgan T., Morgantown. 
WED., JULY 16 (11 a.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Rialto T. 

WED., JULY 16 (2 p.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Rivoli T., Altoona. 
THURS., JULY 17 (11 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Rialto T. 

FRL, JULY 18 (11 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Rialto T. 

MON., JULY 21 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Rialto T. 
WED., JULY 23 (10 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (11 a.m.), ‘Jekyll & Hyde’ (M-G), Academy T., Meadville. 
WED., JULY 23 (11 a.m.), ‘Jekyll & Hyde’ (M-G), Morgan T., Morgantown. 
WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Hyde’ (M-G), Rivoli T., Altoona. 
WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

FRL, JULY 25 (11 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI, JULY 25 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI., JULY 25 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


WED., JULY 16 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webstex’” (RKO), Esquire T. 
WED., JULY 16 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Esquire T. 

THURS., JULY 17 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Esquire T. 

FRI., JULY 18 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Esquire T. 

TUES., JULY 22 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Star Film Exchange. 
TUES., JULY 22 (11 a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Star Film Exchange. 
TUES., JULY 22 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Star Film Exchange. 
TUES., JULY 22 (3:45 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Star Fil: : Exchange. 
WED., JULY 23 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Star Film Exch’ge. 
WED., JULY 23 (11 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Star Film Exchange. 
WED., JULY 23 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Esquire T. 
WED., JULY 23 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Star Film Exch’ge. 
WED., JULY 23 (3:45 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Star Film Exchange. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10 a.m.), ‘Sun Val. Serenade’ (20th), Star Film Exch’ge. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Sun Val. Serenade’ (20th), Star F. Exch’ge. 


ST. LOUIS 


WED., JULY 16 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), S’Renco P.R. 
THURS., JULY 17 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), S’Renco P.R. 

FRI., JULY 18 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), S’Renco P.R. 

MON., JULY 21 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Norside T. 
WED., JULY 23 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (11 a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (12 noon), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI., JULY 25 (11 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI., JULY 25 2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 


SALT LAKE CITY 


WED., JULY 16 (2 p.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Southeast T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (2 p.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Fox T., Butte. 
THURS., JULY 17 (2 p.m.), Citizen Kane’ (RKO), £outheast T. 

FRI, JULY 18 (2 p.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Southeast T. 

TUES., JULY 22 (10 a.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Studio T. 
TUES., JULY 22 (1 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
TUES., JULY 22 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (11 a.m.), Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (12:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 


THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Fox T., Butte. 


FRL, JULY 25 (1 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


WED., JULY 16 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Father Take a Wife’ (RKO), Alhambra T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Alhambra T. 

FRI., JULY 18 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKQ), Alhambra T. 
MON., JULY 21 (10 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
MON., JULY 21 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th). Exchange P.R. 
MON., JULY 21 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
MON., JULY 21 (4 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
TUES., JULY 22 (2 p.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Alhambra T. 
WED., JULY 23 (10 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (4 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (11 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 


THURS., JULY 24 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 


SEATTLE 


WED., JULY 16 (11 a.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Jewel Box Prev. T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), State T., Spokane. 
THURS., JULY 17 (11 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO),, Jewel Box Prev. T, 
FRI., JULY 18 (11 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Jewel Box Prev. T. 
TUES., JULY 22 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th ), Exchange P.R, 
TUES., JULY 22 (12 noon), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
TUES., JULY 22 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th ), Exchange P.R. 
TUES., JULY 22 (3:45 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
TUES., JULY 22 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Greenlake T. 
WED., JULY 23 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R, 
WED., JULY 23 (12 noon), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (3:45 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. : 
THURS., JULY 24 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Jekyll & Hyde’ (M-G), State T., Spokane. 


THURS, JULY 24 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exch. P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 


SIOUX FALLS, S. D. 


WED., JULY 16 (10:45 a.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), American P.R. 
THURS., JULY 17 (10:45 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), American P.R. 
FRL, JULY 18 (10:45 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), American P.R, 


WASHINGTON 


WED., JULY 16 (10 a.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Park T., Roanoke. 
WED., JULY 16 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), Circle 7. 
WED., JULY 16 (1 p.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Circle T. 

THURS., JULY 17 (10:15 a.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Rialto T., Balt. 
THURS., JULY 17 (11 am.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Circle T. 

FRI, JULY 18 (11 a.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Capitol T., Richmond. 
FRI, JULY 18 (11 a.m.), ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO), Circle T. 

FRL, JULY 18 (12:15 p.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Circle T. 
SAT., JULY 19 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Circle T. 

WED., JULY 23 (10 am.), ‘Jekyll & Hyde’ (M-G), Park T., Roanoke. 
WED., JULY 23 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (12 noon), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (1 p.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Circle T. 
WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10:15 a.m.), ‘Jekyll & Hyde’ (M-G), Rialto T., Balt. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (12 noon), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI, JULY 25 (11 a.m.), ‘Jekyll & Hyde’ (M-G), Capitol T., Richmond. 
FRI., JULY 25 (11 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (2Cth), Exchange P.R. 
FRI., JULY 25 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 














My Life With Caroline 





the only meaningful one. Femme 
lead, Anna Lee, is a newcomer. 


John van Druten and Arnold Bel- 
gard concocted the screenplay from 
a French legiter, ‘Train pour Venise’ 
(‘Train for Venice’) by Parisian 
scriveners Louis Verneuil and 
Georges Berr. Aside from changing 
the destination of the train from 
Venice to California—along with the 
entire locale from Europe to Amer- 
ica—they’ve done a large-size switch 
on the plot, and not always for best 
results. 


Preponderance of detail in the 
yarn slows it up and, despite the fact 
it runs only 78 minutes, it has a 
number of draggy moments that pre- 
clude the possibility that the most 
efficient possible cutting job was 
done. It’s the old conflict between 
the minimum running time required 
to give a film A-picture rating and 
the quantity of story the authors 
have to tell. 


Milestone’s neat directorial tricks 
and mode of presentation are what 
give the story ifs real lift, although 
the ‘artistic fringe’ is going to see in 
them ‘cheating.’ Principal stunt is a 
flashback variation in which Colman 
turns to the audience and says: ‘T’'ll 
explain all this to you later.’ It is 
in his explanation that the story is 
unfurled. Idea of having a character 
talk directly to the audience, of 
course, is not new, but Milestone’s 
handling of it is fresh and it serves 
to neatly work out the plot. 


Although able to get lot of giggles 
on his little touches, what Milestone 
is unable to do is to get conviction 
out of his actors. In his effort to 
keep the comedy bouncing off his 
racquet without quite touching the 
strings, he has Colman and Miss Lee 
walking through their lines a bit too 
casually. Part of the blame for this, 
of course, must also lie on the play- 
ers themselves. 


Amusing yarn has Miss Lee the 
fickle wife of busy publisher, Col- 
man. He gets a wire from her and 
recognizes that again in his absence 
she has fallen for an effete, 
young man. He rushes to head off 
the affair before it leads to trouble 
and divorce. 
which he upsets this particular ro- 
mance is used by Colman to good- 
naturedly explain to the audience 
what he must continually do in his 
‘life with Caroline.’ 

Aside from their lack of hard-hit- 
ting, convincing playing, Colman 
and Miss Lee are well-suited to the 
parts. His appeal is as great as ever 
for both male and femme contingent. 
Breaker-inner Miss Lee gives the 
impression that she is rather too 
vapid and doll-faced for any stronger 
role than this. 
comedy, as her father, suffers, as 
does much of the film, by the lack 
of sparkling dialog. Reginald Gar- 
diner is oke as the wife-stealer. It’s 
Hugh O’Connell as a constantly-mys- 
tified butler, however, who stands 
out in the cast as a real laugh-getter. 
_ Unusual—and perhaps a bit objec- 
tionable to those who don’t like their 
propaganda smeared between halves 
of a domestic comedy—is an ex- 
traneous scene which finds Colman 
(a Britisher) fondling a bulldog. ‘I 
don’t know your name,’ he says to 
the tough-looking pooch, ‘so I'll call 
you Winston.’ Herb. 





KEEP SCATTERING 
Hollywood, July 15. 

~ Christy Cabanne continues his job 
as director of the Scattergood Baines 
picture, starring Guy Kibhee and 
produced by Jerrold Brandt for 
RKO release. - 

Third of the series, ‘Scattergood 
Encounters Broadway, goes into 
work July 21, 
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The Officer and the Lady 


Hollywood, July 9. 


Columbia release of Leon Barsha produc- 
tion. Features Rochelle Hudson, Bruce 
Bennett, Roger Pryor. Directed by Sam 
White. Screenplay by Lambert Hillyer and 
Joseph Hoffman; story by Hillyer; camera, 


George Meehan; editor, Richard Fantl; 
asst. director, Rex Bailey. Previewed in 
studio projection room, July 8, ‘41. Run- 
ning time, 59 MINS, 

Helen Regan.......+sse0%% Rochelle Hudson 
Bob Conlon. .....cscocvcceses Bruce Bennett 
Johnny Davis......ccccecessss:: Roger Pryor 
Ace QUINN ......ccceccccssss> Richard Fiske 
Blake Standish...........- Sidney Blackmer 
Bumps O'Neil......eeeeeeeeee Tom Kennedy 
Dan Regan....cccccsccseecess Oscar O'Shea 
Prank ....cccccccccsesccesesess Joe McGuinn 
Captain Hart......scccceess Charles Wilson 
DEER. oc ccccsccescesscesenes William Hall 





This is a cops-and-robber meiler of 
familiar pattern that swings along at 
a fast clip, despite continual recourse 
to formula situations. A moderate 
budgeter for program purposes, pic- 
ture will provide adequate support 
in the dual bookings and the action 
houses. 

Story revolves around an honest 
cop, his girl, and the front guy for a 
holdup mob. Girl continually backs 
away from romance with the cop be- 
cause her father had been invalided 
in service. Then there’s the gangster 
crew which is eventually tracked 
down by the enterprising hero—and 
the climax where the girl and her 
father are abducted by an escaped 
convict. 

Despite the obvious texture of the 
yarn, it romps along with plenty of 
action, fist-fights and auto chases to 
satisfy action-minded atdiences. Pic- 
ture is first feature directed by Sam 
White, former gag man and writer, 
who injects plenty of action into the 
hour’s unreeling. 

Bruce Bennett is the heroic cop; 
Rochelle Hudson the girl; Roger 
Pryor the gang leader disguising his 
activities through operation of a loan 
shark business; Sidney Blackmer the 
escaped convict; and Tom Kennedy | 
a scatterbrained flatfoot. Walt. 


LAW OF THE RANGE 


(WITH SONGS) 


Universal release of Will Cowan protluc- 
tion. Stars Johnny Mack Brown; features 
Fuzzy Knight, Nell O'Day. Directed by 


Ray Taylor. Story, John Green; 
Charles Van Enger; 
ford; Gomer Cool, 


camera, 
songs, Robert Craw- 
Milton Rosen, Everett 


Carter. At New York theatre, N. Y., July 
8, °41; dual. Running time, 59 MINS. 

gg EEOC CTE CUT Johnny Mack Brown 
| ee ere reer Fuzzy Knight 
Mary... ccccccccecccsorsessccses Nell O'Day 
ERA v0.5 ood 00s0eedwnseeseners Roy Harris 
Bteve’s Father. .ceccecsecesses Pat O’ Malley 
Well, coven cseceesneeeeeces Elaine Morey 
BEOUREE. ccc cccsccsoscesecesscemam Lee? 
Squint Jamison. ..ccocccccessess Al Bridges 
I 6 a ee nd dula-e k seine Hal Taliaferro 


Lucille Walker and the Texas Rangers 





Since most westerns make money 
and ‘Law of the Range’ is a standard 
western, it’s certain to pull a profit. 
It has the necessary ingrédients— 
plenty of action, clear characters 
and an unbroken story line. It also 
has several recognizable hoss-opera 
players. Running time of 59 min- 
utes is fitted to dual-bill needs. 

Couple of novel plot angles to the 
yarn, One is that the conflict is bet- 
ter motivated than in many west- 
erns. In the case of ‘Law of the 
Range,’ it’s a combination of second- 
generation family feud and the eter- 
nal friction between the cattle and 
sheep men. An added and somewhat 
puzzling wrinkle is the presence of 
two ingenues in the story. Daugh- 
ters of a rancher with whom the 
hero’s family has long been feuding, 
one is in love with the hero and be- 
lieves in him, while the other blames 
him for their old man’s murder. 
This complicates the story unneces- 
sarily. and, since there’s only one 
male lead, leaves one ingenue un- 
hookéd at the fadeout. It would 
have been simpler story construc- 
tion to have merged the two girls 
into a single character. > 

There are five songs in the picture, 
all logically spotted, but all never- 








theless tending to slow the action. 


Texas Rangers, choral group cast as 
cowboys, handle three of the num- 
bers. Fuzzy ight joins in one of 
the three with e Texas Rangers 
and solos another, supplying his own 
guitar accompaniment. Fifth son 
is acceptably by Lucille Walker, 
asa -town, beer-hall siren. A}] 
five aeaaene are kept brief. 

Naturally, there’s not much to be 
said for individual performances in 
a western. Johnny Mack Brown, 
brings an unusual degree of acting 
skill and authority to the role of the 
dead-shot hero. ides vocalizing, 
Fuzzy Knight supplies his familiar 
brand of slapstick comedy. Nell 
O'Day is rightly headstrong as the 
wrongly-suspecting girl, while Elaine 
Morey has little to do but look pretty 
as her sister. Roy Harris shrewdly 
avoids overplaying the villain’s vil. 
lainy. 

Cutting has eliminated any unnec- 
essary footage, while the direction 
skillfully accelerates the action as it 
nears the climax. Photography 
takes occasiona] advantage of the 
picturesque countryside. One tip 
for the technical end—although the 
gun-toting cowboys maintain ter- 
rific fusillades, they apparently never 
have to reload their shootin’ irons. 
That’s a trick boys might pass along 
to the War Department. Hobe, 


NEVADA CITY 


Republic production and release. 
Roy Rogers and George ‘Gabby’ Hayes, 
Directed by Joseph Kane. Screenplay by 
James Webb; camera, William Nobles; edi- 
tor, Les Orlebeck; music, Cy Feuer. RKe- 
viewed at Colonial, Lincoln, Neb., July 2, 
‘41. Running time, 58 MINS. 

Cast: Roy Rogers, George ‘Gabby’ Hayes, 
Sally Payne, George Cleveland, Billy Lee, 
Joseph Crehan, Fred Kohler, Jr., Jack 
Ingram, Pierre Watkin. 


Stars 





ag 4 Rogers probably won't estab- 
lish himself any more solidly with 
the action faithful after this number, 
nor wil] it injure his already sizable 
following. It’s just a lukewarm 
western that can be taken or left 
alone. Biz possibility depends on 
amount of hypo applied. 

Rogers and George ‘Gabby’ Hayes 
are a cquple of stage drivers work- 
ing for testy old Joseph Crehan, who 
bitterly resents the coming of the 
railroad and hates the iron horse and 
everybody who has anything to do 
with it. When Rogers and Hayes at- 
tempt to mediate the old boy’s gripes 
with railroader George Cleveland, 
they’re fired and go to work for the 
latter. 

Meantime, villains of the piece 
play the stage against the railrvad. 
There’s the usual chase at end with 
the old-as-the-hills ride aboard dyna- 
mite-laden train that would blow 
up the tunnel, but it isn’t handled 
too badly. 

Outstanding in support are little 
Billy Lee and looker Sally Payne. 

Joseph Kane’s direction moves 
alor well and except for occasional 


spottiness, clicks. Art. 
Republic release of Louis Gray produce 
tion. Stars Three Mesquiteers (Robert Liv~ 
ingston, Bob Steele and Rufe Davis). Die 
rected by John English. Screenplay, Albert 
Desmond and Doris Schroeder, based on 
characters created by William Colt Mace 
Donald; camera, Bud Thackery; editor, Ray 
Snyder; music, Cy Feuer. Previewed in 
Projection Room, N. Y., July 10, ‘41. Rune 
ning time, 56 MINS, 
Btony Brock@...ccccecece Robert Livingston 
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Republic’s three Mesquiteers are 
riding again, and this time it’s the 
‘Gangs of Sonora’ who've wished 
they’d never crossed the trio’s path. 
It’s a standard western starring Rob- 
ert Livingston, Bob Steele and Rufe 
Davis as the justice-enforcing three- 
some. Story is somewhat better than 
usual for the series, though at times 
poor dialog, inferior acting by the 
lessers and some unauthentic situa- 
tions relegate it to the lower half of 
the duals. 

‘Gangs’ concerns the fight.of Wyo- 
ming for entrance into the unicn 
and the usual town boss who seeks— 
and by foul means, of course—to 
frustrate that attempt. In the in- 


| terim there’s the killing by his gang 


of the town’s crusading editor and 
his assistant, plus the eventual carry- 
on vr ihe newspaper crusace by an 
elderly newspaperwoman whose son, 
a lawyer, is in league with the po- 
litical chieftain. 

Livingston, Steele and Davis do 
well enough, with Davis supplying 
the usual rube comedy. Helen Mac- 
Kellar gives the best of the support- 
ing performances as the crusading 
fourth-estater, though Ward ‘Bud 
McTagzart, as her son, eventually 
reconciled to the side of justice, is 
unsuited to the role. Robert Frazer, 
as the heavy, and William Farnum, 
in a too-brief role as the editor 
bumped off, perform creditably. | 

Despite the considerable action 
that takes place in the film, ‘Gangs 
seems longer than its 56 minutes. 

Naka. 





COL. PICTS’ REGULAR PFD. 

Columbia Pictures maintained its 
$2.75 annual dividend rate on the 
preferred stock last week by declar- 
ing the usual quarterly dividend of 
6834c. per share. 

Divvy is payable Aug. 15 to stock- 
holders of record Aug. 1. 
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—— Tnside Stuff Pictures 


Just about a year ago J. C. Stein met Bette Davis for the first time at a 
Beverly Hills party in Fred Niblo’s house. It was at that time that the 
Music Corp. of America president remarked to his wife that this was just 
the type of house he’d like to own, and it so happened that (1) last Xmas 
he bought the Niblo home, and (2) last week bought Bette Davis’ contract. 
More literally, he took Miss Davis under MCA management since she 
hadn’t been with Leland Hayward now for almost a year, and was actually 
a free agent since her Warner Bros. film deal is all set. Meantime, how- 
ever, with MCA’s acquisition, Stein will set her for radio and is also han- 
dling her ‘outside’ picture commitments, 

Apropos of the Niblo (now Steins’) home, their first formal function 
will be a 200-300 gala Aug. 3 in honor of Danny Kaye, who is under MCA 
contract. Comedian opens at Ciro’s Aug. 7, but the Steins’ big welcome- 
to-Seely woes party will precede the nitery engagement, which is only for 
one week. 








A spécial master will be appointed to report findings to the N. Y. federal 
court in connection with a $210,000 suit of Pathe Laboratories, Inc., against 
Du Pont’ Film Mfg. Corp. Judge John C. Knox ordered the two parties 
to agree on the master and declared if no agreement could be reached, 
the court would then appoint someone. 

Pathe claims it signed an agreement Feb. 3, 1935, to purchase cinemato- 
graph positive nitro-cellulose raw film at 30% over cost from DuPont. 
Over 77,000,000 feet were purchased and plaintiff asserts it was over- 
charged. 





‘Life With Father,’ in its 87th week and holder of the current long-run 
record on Broadway, is still not for sale to films, producer Oscar Serlin let 
it be known last week. Serlin denied reports that Jesse L. Lasky or 
anyone else was about to buy the play. 

Picture companies, which have long been after the show, put out new 
feelers after the Lasky rumor, and were given the same answer they have 
been receiving for more than 18 months: ‘Not yet.’ Serlin igs said to be 
interested in eventually filming ‘Father’ himself, 





Octavus Roy Cohen made a double sale of kis Collier’s serial, ‘Tinsel 
Kid.’ Metro first took it, then turned it back and he resold it to Republic 
which is utilizing it for Billy Conn. Title now is ‘Pittsburgh Kid,’ to line 
up with Conn’s home town. 

On the subject of athletic cinematic heroes, “Tom Harmon of Michigan’ 
is the great Mich back’s Columbia Pict. debut, while the life of Lou 
Gehrig is up before David O. Selznick, Par and Metro. 





Freddie Schader, former Detroit theatre press agent who now is bally- 
hooing defense stamps and bonds for Michigan, has got around the ribbing 
given him by press pais who asked for a pair of Oakley bonds. He now 
hands out a neat certificate which reads, ‘This certificate, plus $18.75, en- 
titles the bearer to one $18.75 defense bond.’ Several such ‘passes’ have 
been cashed in. 





Insiders at RKO credit the idéa of ‘Frank Buck’s Jungle Cavalcade’ to 
Cy Kramer, of the print department. Feature, which is doing fairly good 
biz, is a compilation of the more hair-raising portions of all the footage 
shot by Buck in the past. 





Jacques Tourneur, who drew paychecks at Metro for two years without 
directing a film, finally grew bored with inactivity and talked his way 
out of a renewal of his contract. Now he is at Republic working on a 
picture, with plenty more labor in the offing. 





Whitney’s Angle 





Hollywood, July 15. 

Action of Gunther Lessing, 
Disney attorney, in refusing the 
Government’s offer to arbitrate 
the Screen Cartoonists Guild 
strike, was apparently taken 
without the knowledge of John 
Hay Whitney, one of the com- 
pany’s principal backers. 

Whitney’s agent, in charge of 
his theatrical investments, planed 
east Sunday night (13) with a 
report to his chief that the situa- 
tion was about to be settled. 


BODLE’S CHARGE ANENT 
BIOFF GETS BRUSHOFF 


A plea by George Bodle, attorney 
for the Screen Cartoonists Guild, to 
have William Bioff, western repre- 


sentative of the International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Employees 
incarcerated for alleged intimida- 
tions of witnesses, apparently does 
not hold much water as far as the 
U. S. Attorney’s office is concerned 
in N. Y., where Bioff and George 
Browne, president of the IATSE, 
await trial on Aug. 18. Queried on 
the wire sent to U. S. Attorney 
Mathias F. Correa, the U. S. At- 
torney’s office issued a cautious 
statement to the effect that ‘It is 
understood that when a complaint js 
made that either Bioff or Browne 
are intimidating or influencing Gov- 
ernment witnesses in this case, the 
charges will be investigated “and if 
true, the court’s attention will be 
drawn to the matter.’ 

Behind this evasive wordage, it is 
understood, Bodle’s complaint is 
based on the fight between Walt 
Disney’s union and the producer. 
Witnesses intimidated in that case 
would have no bearing on the N.Y. 
ease, which charges Bioff with vio- 
lation of the anti-racketeering act, in 
allegedly extorting $550,000 from 
four major film companies under 
threats of calling a strike. No Gov- 
ernment witnesses in the N.Y. action 
have been approached, it is under- 
stood, which takes the matter out of 
Correa’s hands and places it in the 
jurisdiction of the California courts. 














Gov't Holds Off Action in Disney Strike; 
Studio Alone in Balking Arbitration 


Hollywood, July 15. 

No further action by the Govern- 
ment in the Walt Disney strike is 
expected for a few days, as Stanley 
White, U. S. Labor Commissioner, 
left for Frisco after reporting the 
latest developments via long distance 
to Dr. John R. Steelman, director of 
the U. S. Conciliation Service, in 





It was generally believed that Dr, 
Steelman would reassert his request 
for arbitration and would point out 
to the company that representatives 
of the department had fully advised 
kim as to all phases of the contro- 
versy. Moves to organize the Disney 
employes who did not join the strike 
were still under way yesterday, but 


Washington. leaders Rye = to favor affiliat- 
White said the arbitration pro- — Van oe o 36 Got cone 


arranged that would end the 
walkout. 


Advised of the company’s refusal 
to submit to arbitration, Arthur Bab- 
butt, chairman of the Disney unit 
of the Guild, said, ‘The U. S. Gov- 
ernment asked Walt Disney Produc- 
tions and the union, in the national 
interest, to submit their dispute to 
Federal arbitration. We have ac- 
the strike at the Walt Disney studio! cepted. Stripped of its verbiage, the 
was expected from Washington today | company’s reply is.a refusal. The 
(Tuesday) following the refusal of | company’s interest, in the eyes of 
the company yesterday to submit its} Walt Disney, is evidently superior 
dispute with the Screen Cartoonists; to the national interest. The com- 
Guild to arbitration by three per-| pany has made it clear that it would 
sons from the Government service to| prefer to deal with Willie Bioff, a 
be named by Dr. Steelman. discredited labor racketeer, than 


Guild promptly voted to accept with its own Government. 
arbitration and wired Dr. Steelman| ‘We don’t fear the results of an im- 
that the membership was willing to | Partial investigation of our dispute. 
leave the matter entirely in the If Walt Disney and Gunther Lessing 
hands of the Government. Dr. Steel- (his attorney) are so certain of the 
man’s office was in contact with justice of their cause, why are they 
U. S. representatives here last night | Um Willing to present the facts to the 
and was also reported discussing the | Federal Government?’ 
situation with other Government Processing of Disney films by 
agencies, Technicolor halted over the weekend 

White has been on the _ scene| when the Studio Machinists voted to 
for several days and has conferred | respect the picket line. Action came 
with both company executives and jas a rebuke to Willie Bioff, who or- 
labor leaders. In the meantime the | dered work resumed after the car- 
proposed goodwill visit of Disney to | toonists snubbed any deal in which 
South America is being held in| he shuffled the cards. Understood 
abeyance by the Government. It/the United Electrical, Radio and Ma- 
was also reported that Government | chine Workers, Local 1418, instructed 
agents were particularly interested | projectidnists in 53 Los Angeles 
as to why the company should have | theatres not to screen Disney pic- 
offered a closed-shop agreement | tures during the strike. Union is a 
through Willie Bioff, Coast stage-| CIO affiliate. Los Angeles Indus- 
hands union chief, then withdraw it | trial Council, with a membership of 
and refuse to submit it directly to | 100,000 CIO unionists, ordered Dis- 
the SCG. ney placed on the CIO ‘unfair’ list. 


posal by the U. S. is acceptable to 
all parties except Disney. L. P. 
Lindelof, International president of 
Brotherhood of Painters, is contact- 
ing William Green, AFL prez, to 
have all its unions indorse Govern- 
ment’s arbitration washup of the 
strike. 


New move by Dr. Steelman to end 
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camps! 


GIVE YOUR DONATION 


To Your Committeeman 


BUT DO IT NOW! 








23% to gol 


UR drive for the U.S.O. is moving along—but not as fast as we 

had hoped! We’re behind schedule! At this moment we have 

77% of our quota... Let’s get that other 23% in time to close 
the drive by the end of this week! Rush your iivonation., please ~ 


Our industry has answered appeals from abroad; now let’s 


come thru for our own American boys in our own American 


N. 


USO CAMPAIGN 


AUSTIN C, KEOUGH 
W. C. MICHEL 

ABE SCHNEIDER 
HARRY BUCKLEY 
SAMUEL RINZLER 
GEORGE SKOURAS 


Y. MOTION PICTURE INDUSTRY 


for AMERICAN SOLDIERS, SAILORS 
and NATIONAL DEFENSE 





JOSEPH HAZEN, Chairman 
RICHARD PATTERSON 
OSCAR A. DOOB 
MATTY FOX 

B. S. MOSS 

HARRY BRANDT 

SI FABIAN 

HERMAN ROBBINS 
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Continued 


Wyckoff of the Walter Reade Cir- 
cuit. He explained: 

‘I'm going to attend as many as I 
can of each company’s first block 
of five. After that I don’t know. But 
I do feel that in the initial block the 
distributors will set a formula for 
themselves that will make it pos- 
sible to judge how they will group 
pictures in combinations after that.’ 

While a number of exhibs said 
they would see the first block by 
each company, and then probably 
give up the whole idea, Wyckoff de- 
clared that he would have a repre- 
sentative from his office at every 
screening. Probably one of the 
bookers, this person would make a 
short written report for the execs, 
Wyckoff stated. 

Other circuit buyers also indicated 
their intention of having a rep from 
their offices attend all screenings and 
it appears probable that the trade- 
shows will eventually boil down to 
viewings for the circuits almost ex- 
clusively. It was circuit buyers, in 
fact; who made up most of the ex- 
hib audience at the screenings yes- 
terday (Tuesday) and Monday. 
Some of them brought their entire 
staffs along for the teeoff. 


Too Early 

Most frequently-heard criticism of 
the RKO screenings was about the 
early hour—10:45 a.m. Charles Mey- 
erson, of the Lyric, Oyster Bay, L. I., 
pointed out, for instance, that he 
had to get up at 7 a.m. to get to the 
showing on time. He said he had 
little intention of repeating the pro- 
cedure. 

Most frequently - suggested time 
was 11:30 or 11:45 a.m. Leo Brecher, 
operator of a number of houses in 
New York, thought they should be 
started at an hour, determined by 
the length of the film, to get the au- 
dience out at about 12:45 p.m.—in 
time for a 1 o’clock lunch date. 


The early hour plus the fact that 
it was early in the weekewas the 
reason given for their absence by 
many of the theatremen who stayed 
away. Mondays, particularly, are 
said to be tough for exhibs to get 
out of their offices. It was for this 
reason that RKO is understood to 
have chosen one of its B efforts as a 
starter. 

Many theatre ops had much more 
cynical reasons than the day of the 
week, however, for their disinterest. 
Abram Preiskel, Passaic, N. J., op 
(who only got to the screening be- 
cause he recently sold his other 
houses and is now awaiting the com- 
pletion of a new one), declared: 

Cynic 

*What’s the use of coming? You 
have to buy the pictures anyway, 
whether they’re good or bad. You 
are limited by competition to buying 
the product of certain companies and 
you need all of it to keep your the- 
atre operating. You can’t shut down 
just because you don’t like some of 
the pictures you have to play.’ 

On the other hand, Robert Gold- 
blatt, operator of the Music Hall, 
Tarrytown, N. Y., sees real value in 
the screenings. He explained: 

“When the salesman comes around 
to sell you a picture after this you 





can do the talking and let him do the 
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hear him tell you how good a pic- 
ture is when you think it’s a bust. 
Now you can tell him a thing or two 
about how the quality of his picture 
is because you've seen it. And you 
can buy it accordingly.’ 


Nevertheless, Goldblatt doesn’t ex- 
pect to get to many screenings. He 
might pick up one occasionally on 
Mondays and Fridays when he comes 
to New York to book, but otherwise 
it is physically impossible for him 
to make the 25-mile trip into Man- 
hattan every day to see pictures, he 
said. 

214 Hours Too Long 

Meyerson—who had a 2%-hour 
train ride from and to Oyster Bay— 
thought that only the top pictures in 
each block should be screened and 
that they should be dualed so they 
could be seen in one trip to town. 
*If you can stand double features in 
your house,’ he opined, ‘I guess you 
can stand them at a tradeshow.’ 

Pix other than the toppers, which 
should be seen by an exhib so he can 
judge whether they are worth the 
percentage allocation into which they 
have been placed by the companies, 
Meyerson said, can be easily bought 
from tradepaper reviews. 

Irving . Lesser, manager of the 
Roxy, N. Y., was one of the less 
cynical of the theatremen at the in- 

itial screening. ‘I’m going to at 
tend every showing I can and cer- 
tainly not miss any important pic- 
tures,’ he said. ‘I’m glad to go to 
the screenings because whether I 


a —_ 


Lukewarm to Tradeshows | 





from page 5 





play the company’s pictures or not 
I feel that I gain, in that way, an 
important contribution to my gen- 
| eral knowledge of the business. 





Boston Turnout Meagre; 


Rely on Trade Reviews 


Boston, July 15. 
New England’s initial tradeshow- 





| ing Monday (15) saw the turnout of | 


exhibs startlingly scant, less than 25. 

| Potential attendance of exhibitors 
|alone was more than 200 since the 
|invites to the preview covered a 
| heavily populated area included in 
'a circle of 125 miles radius around 
Boston. Most of those came from 
such spots as Lowell, Providence and 
other towns within 25 miles of the 
Hub. Portsmouth, N. H., was the 
most distant city represented in the 
chummy morning audience in the 
Uptown theatre which RKO hired 
for the occasion. 

Exchange officials hesitated to 
take the frosty reception as a cri- 
terion, noting that Tuesday is the 
favorite day here for the visiting 
firemen. However, subsequent trade- 
showings are slated for the projec- 
tion room, as far as RKO is con- 
cerned. Their new exchange was 
opened here last week and the 
screening room will accommodate 
150. 

Conversations with attending ex- 
hibs and film salesmen present today 
made it quite apparent that many 
New England theatre managers are 
going to attend relatively few trade- 
showings. They will rely mostly 
upon the trade paper reviews and 
the word-of-mouth opinions of other 
showmen. 





Conflicting Dates in Chi 
Chicago, July 15. 

Cress Smith was in from RKO 
home offices to 0.0. the first Chicago 
tradeshow which was received ex- 
cellently by exhibitors whe indicate 
that they are going tO be quite satis- 
fied with the screening pdlicy. 
Some 75 were on hand for the in- 
itial run. Metro’s first showing here 
held today (Tuesday). 

But the major problem that has 
already arisen is confliction of dates 
of screenings, since various com- 
panies failed to get together on 
‘schedules. 





Detroit Worried Over 
‘A Critic Complex’ 


Detroit, July 15. 

While a fair-sized portion of 
Michigan’s exhibitors say ‘let’s wait 
and see how it works out,’ plenty of 
grumbling and pertinent criticism 
has already manifest itself on the 
new tradeshow policy. Indications 
already are that plenty of the small 
town or single house exhibitors are 
going to sluff the shows because they 
can’t afford the trips or time, and 
a continue to rely on the judg- 
ment of others on which they de- 
veloped their business. 

One of the oddest beefs here was 
that the tradeshowings would de- 
velop a ‘critic complex’ among the 
boys whe did their buying by remote 
SPINS, 
exhibitors, who couldn’t trust their 
own judgment and placed their con- 
fidence in trade-paper reviews, and 
those with canny eyes, will now get 
out of their own element, inflate and 
take some expensive croppers. 

‘They’re going to go blind in more 
ways than one catching all the pic- 
tures,’ it was pointed out. 


evinced any strong interest in the 
new policy preferring to wait and see 
what happens in the first-runs still 
having the comfort of the time gap 
and the luxury of ietting somebody 
else experiment. 





St. Louis So-So 
St. Louis, July 15. 

First tradeshowings here attracted 
only fair interest at two showings. 
RKO led off in the a.m. with ‘Para- 
chute Battalion’ and only 30 exhibs, 
18 from out-of-town, were on hand. 
First of a series of Metro Monday 
screenings in the p.m. at a northside 
flicker, drew 75, divided about 
evenly between local and out-of- 
town house operators. Others who 
attended the p.m. screening, aside 
from bona fide exhibs, increased the 
attendance to 125. More than 400 
invitations had been sent out for this 
affair. 
Consensus among exhibs was that 
they would not lay over in town for 


but if they ‘happen to be in town’ 
on a day when screenings were held 
they would have taken them in. 

A difference of opinion among 





re ee re 


Thus far few hinterlanders have| 


several days to see screen fodder} 


local exhibs over tradeshowing of 

the 1941-42 product exists. Fred 

Wehrenberg, prez of MPTOA of 
| Eastern Missouri and Southern Ili- 
nois, and Owner of a chain of nabes 

in the city and adjoining St. Louis 
| County will not attend any of the 

numerous trade shows that are being 
| held here. ‘It’s a waste of time, 
energy and money,’ Wehrenberg de- 
clared. ‘What I might like in a pic- 
ture the customers won't and I'll con- 
tinue to go along with reviews and 
grosses as reported in trade publica- 
tions. 

| ‘I think the b.o. dope as printed in 
| periodicals that exert their utmost 
/to obtain the correct information on 
the earning power of the various 
screen features shown throughout 
the country is a true reflection of 
what the public likes and dislikes, 
and that’s good enough for me. 
Members of our. organization also 
feel that way and I don’t believe 
there will be any SRO signs hung 
out at the tradeshowings.’ 

Louis Ansell, who with his brother 
Joseph operates the Ansell Bros, Cir- 
cuit with three deluxe nabes in St. 
Louis, takes the opposite view. He 
said the tradeshowings, just a few 
blocks from his office, offers a con- 
venience that cannot be overlooked. 





Insurgent NW Compares 
Trades to Arbitration 


Minneapolis, July 15. 

Territory’s independent exhibitors 
were supremely indifferent to first 
consent decree tradeshowing here— 
RKO’s ‘Parachute Battalion’—and re- 
mained away in droves. Showing 
even didn’t attract more than hand- 
ful of Minneapolis and St. Paul ex- 
hibitors and but few of the out-of- 
town exhibitors, who just happened 
to be here on business, took trouble 
to drop in. Many in attendance at St. 
Louis Park, de luxe suburban house, 
were exhibitor’s wives, friends, etc. 

Northwest Allied leaders say poor 
attendance bears out their pre- 
dictions that bulk of exhibitors will 
not take time or, in case of out-of- 
towners, go to expense involved in 
attending tradeshowings, except, per- 
haps, in case of important big pic- 
tures. 

‘Like arbitration,’ they assert, 
‘showings will be flops and independ- 
ent exhibitors will have to depend 
more than ever on trade paper re- 
views.’ 

One Northwest Allied district, 
however, appointed a member to at- 
tend and bring back a report, but 
had difficulty in obtaining anyone 
willing to take assignment, accord- 
ing to Fred Strom, body’s executive 
secretary, who also will furnish re- 
ports to members desiring them. 





Pitt’s Brushoff 


Pittsburgh, July 15. 

Tradeshowings under consent de- 
cree didn’t clock a very impressive 
registration at the getaway here yes- 
| terday (14). Not more than an even 
| two dozen exhibs, out of a possible 
100, showed up and even some of 
them complained about the time they 
had to lose in seeing the pix. Sev- 
eral of the boys didn’t think they 
could take it as a steady diet. 

While most of companies used a 
downtown theatre seating 500 for 





projection rooms since it’s figured 
that coming exhib gatherings will be 
even smaller, 





‘Half of Them Wives’ 
San Francisco, July 15. 
First consent screening drew about 





| 75, nearly half of them wives. First 
|indications are that few hinter- 
| landers will bother to come in, 


| especially from such distances as 
| Reno and-Southern Oregon. 

Early indications here are that ex- 
change screenings under the consent 
decree will make little change in 
previewing schedules so far as cir- 
cuits are concerned. Fox West Coast 
and Golden State chain chiefs have 
| been previewing nearly every after- 
noon for years, 

Preliminary comment indicates 
that while they may look at a few 
more pictures for awhile, the rou- 
tine of scanning the ‘A’s’ and picking 
up necessary ‘B’ fillers will go on as 
usual, 





Small Buffalo Turnouts 


Buffalo, July 15. 
Buffalo’s first tradeshowing (RKO) 
at Dipson’s Bailey for western N. Y. 
exhibitors saw less than 20 ex- 
hibitors, Buffalo theatre operators 
exciusively. Metro’s initial showing 
at the Elmwood drew about 35 ex- 

hibitors. ° 
Impression prevailing in trade 
circles here is that exhibitor inter- 


and that if the initial showings, 
which are still a novelty, can com- 
mand only such a small audience, 
the chances for more representative 
attendance at future screenings, 
when the novelty has worn off, seem 
exceedingly slim. 





Prefer to Buy Biind 


Charlotte, N. C., July 15. 

Charlotte tradeshowings opened 
to mixed reaction. Fifteen exhibi- 
tors, representing 146 theatres, caught 
Monday opener, ‘Lady Be Good,’ 
which was good representation of 
400 theatres in two states, as Metro 
will tradeshow also in Goldsboro, 
Asheville, and Columbia, S. C., this 
week for exhibitors in those areas. 

However, many nearby exhibitors 
stayed away. Many exhibitors feel 
tradeshowing will take too much 
time and would prefer to buy. blind 
as in past. Others were pleased 
with chance to look at films. Both 
exhibitors and distributors dubious 
on tradeshow accomplishments and 
regard present setup as ‘experi- 
mental.’ 





Fair Albany Turnout 
Albany, July 15. 

Turnout for the first tradeshow in 
Albany (‘Lady Be Good’) at the 
Paramount was fair, but not big. 
Understood more than 250 invitations 
were sent out, but nothing like that 
number attended—or ever did in re- 
cent years in Albany. The circuits, 
particularly Warners and Fabian, 
were well represented. 

Fact that Monday was a meeting 
day for the area house managers of 
those two chains brought a number 
of men into the city and they at- 
tended with their bosses. Independ- 
ent exhibitors were present, but 
many of them were in to book, too. 
It is believed that few of the at- 
tendees made the trip just to wit- 
ness the screening. One w.k. inde- 
pendent circuit plans to have a man 
here for all the showings, ‘tis said. 
This is a departure from its custom. 





Even B’s Don’t Draw 
Exhibs; Await ‘Kane’ 


Philadelphia, July 15. 

Opening day of  tradeshowing 
proved a dud yesterday (Mon.) as 
far as Philly was concerned. Two 
pictures were screened at the Aldine 
(capacity 1,303) and each drew bare- 
ly 60 exkibs. The films gandered 
were ‘Parachute’ (RKO) and ‘Lady 
Be Good’ (M-G). 

Film industry here has shown very 
little advance interest in the entire 
tradeshow idea, in the first place. 
Screening of the pix early Monday 
morning didn’t help either. Many 
exhibs leave town for the seashore 
over the weekend and don’t return 
until late Monday afternoon. 

Officials were at the gate to make 
sure that only bona fide exhibs were 
allowed in. House managers, friends 
and relatives of the exhibs were 
barred, 

But very few leading exhibs at- 
tended. Upstaters here for booking 
refused to take time out to view the 
two films. Very few of them stayed 
over to see the rest of the pix, 
skedded for screening this week. 

The reaction in the film colony 


blancke to attend screenings at ex- 
changes, but few ever took advan- 
tage of it. If there was a trade- 
showing at a _ theatre, invitations 
were usually used by wives, daugh- 
ters or friends of the exhibs. 

The general belief here is that 
showing of top product like ‘Citizen 
| Kane,’ skedded for Thursday (17), 
will be heavily attended, but the 
| B's will get scant attention. 








Waiting for An ‘A’ Pic 
Milwaukee, July 15. 

Some 50 of Wisconsin's 350 ex- 
hibitors with a good representation 
from out state towns, attended Mon- 
day’s (14) opening tradeshow here. 
Heavier attendance indicated later 
in the week, with ‘Citizen Kane’ 
Thursday but draw too early to get 

general tradeshow reaction. ~ 





Budgetitis in Cincy Also 


Cincinnati, July 15. 

Cincy teed off Monday (14) with 
about 30 exhibs, mostly local, sitting 
in for RKO’s Mayfair tradeshowing 
in unchilled, indie smallie in Masonic 
Temple. In the afternoon, Metro’s 
‘Lady Be Good’ showed to about 125 
at the RKO Paramount, air-cooled 
suburban deluxer. Many of the 
viewees were from out of town. 

Reaction to tradeshowings in the 
long run is a matter of speculation. 


sprinkled through Southern Ohio, 
Eastern Kentucky and into the west. 
ern part of West Virginia. Most dis. 
tant point serviced by exchanges 
here is White Sulphur Springs, w, 
Va., about 350 miles away. 

Majority of folks along film row 
opine that exhibs will soon tire on 
journeying to certain pic parlors at 
specified iimes for the tradeshows, 
the procedure involving considerable 
time and expense to them. Also that 
the exhibs know what names are 
b.o. in their own towns. 





Big Click in Northwest 


Seattle, July 15. 

Tradeshows in Seattle, for this 
area, inspired few complaints, but 
those in far distant towns feel the 
extra travel cost and expense, and 
they’re hollering the most, 

First tradeshow Monday (15) b 
RKO proved very successful, wit 
local exhibitors outnumbered by 
outsiders who came from all parts 
of state. Buyers representing every 
chain in Washington attended. De- 
cided preference shown for 11 a.m, 
screening over afternoon or evening, 
General reaction appeared favorable 
although revisions may be required 
to conserve time and expense for ex- 
hibitors. 





15 in N. H. on Monday 


New Haven, July 15. 

Only about 15 exhibs showed up 
at first tradeshowing Monday (14) 
for ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO), and 
only one was from _ out-of-town. 
Theory is that the boys are holding 
back for ‘Citizen Kane’ which is due 
in Thursday (17). 





Denver Likes ’Em 


Denver, July 15. 

About 35 attended the first trade- 
showing of ‘Parachute Battalion,’ 
dozen of them out-of-towners. 
Opinion is that this at least make 
it possible for exhibitors ‘To See 
Before He Buys,’ and can buy and 
‘book to better advantage than pre- 
viously. 


- 





‘Strain On Scat of Pants’ 


Louisville, July 15. 

From casual conversations with 
local exhibs, they don’t enthuse 
over the tradeshow plan, saying it’s 
a strain on the seat of the pants’ to 
gander two and three pix, and an 
expense to travel to Indianapolis 
where one pic will be screened 
daily. Would mean spending several 
days there, which the local boys con- 
sider too expensive and inconveni- 
ent. 

Exhibs from nearby towns—Eliza- 
bethtown (near Fort Knox, Ky.), 
Bardstown, and other smaller come 
munities—attended the first trade- 
show here today (15), and it will be 
some time before opinions crystalize 
as to whether they like the plan or 
not, 





Meagre in Indpls. 
Indianapolis, July 15. 
About 10% attended the trade pre- 


views here, many exhibitors not 
staying the entire week to see 
product. 





K. C. Turnout Mild 
Kansas City, July 15. 
Less than 50 exhibs attended the 





See-Buy Must Help Product 

Nashville, July 15. 
Indie ops are willing to give the 
tradeshows a fair trial and believe 
it will be an improvement over the 
former methods. The see-buy policy 
must cost more, but return of higher 
grosses, via better product, decmed 
inevitable. 





OK in Cleveland 
Cleveland, July 15. 

One hundred exhibs flocked to 
Warners’ Lake for RKO tradeshow- 
ing and majority of reactions were 
favorable. 

Only grumblers here were from 
some nabe owners who couldn't at- 
tend, because of pressure of other 
business and because they weren't 
given enough advance notification, 
so they said. About 300 invitations 
were mailed out by Bernard Kranz, 
branch manager of local RKO ex- 
change, for morning trade screenings 
of three of the pictures. Kranz re- 
ports they were sent out a week ago. 
Lake also localed in a central loca- 
tion for convenience of all exhibs. 
Frank Drew, exchange head, sent out 
500 invitations for afternoon show- 
ings of Metro product which started 
at East Side Metropolitan Tuesday 
(15). 





Des Moines Reaction Good 
Des Monies, July 15. 
Estimated attendance at the first 





Cincy’s zone has 480 possibilities out 








est in the tradeshows is at a low ebb 


of about 600 buyers. 


tradeshowing here was 60 and ex- 
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Fewer Closings in N.Y. 
Sector This June Than 
In ’40, Despite B.0. Beefs 


Despite all the complaints about 
film theatre business last month, 
check by the N. Y. Film Board of 
Trade reveals that fewer houses 
closed during June than in the 
similar month of 1940. Break in the 
torrid weather also may enable sev- 
eral cinemas which threatened clos- 
ing to remain open this month. 

June closings included 12 in Man- 
hattan, two in the Bronx, four in 
N. Y. State covered by the board, 
and three in New Jersey. The 14 
houses shuttered in N. Y. are Air- 
lines, Arrow, Century, Cine Roma, 
Clifton, Clinton, Carnegie Playhouse, 
Luxor, Midtown, Progress, Rivoli, 
Stanley, Ascot and Ogden. The film 
board also listed the Adams and Sta- 
tion, Newark; Empire, Rahway; Hud- 
son, Cold Spring; Cameo, New 
Rochelle; Strand, North Tarrington; 
and State, Poughkeepsie, as closed 
last month. 


PIX HOT FOR ‘ABOVE 
SUSPICION’; OTHERS 


Almost certain of purchase for 
filmization, with keen interest being 
shown by a number of companies, is 
‘Above Suspicion,’ adventure-mys- 
tery published last Thursday (10). 
Story by Helen MacInnes is about an 
Oxford professor and his bride who, 
because their innocent appearance 
puts them ‘above suspicion,’ are sent 
by British Intelligence officers to 
pre-war Germany to track down a 
missing agent. 

There’s milder interest in ‘Dollar 
Gold Piece’ by Virgina Swain, wife 
of Phil Stong. 

Lewis Milestone has purchased a 











mystery novel by Agatha Christie, | 


‘N or M.” It was published by Dodd, | 
Mead several weeks ago. 
Barbara Podawicz, whose flight 


from Poland was lengthily detailed 
by Frederick Birchall in the New 
York Sunday Times of July 6, has 
outlined her adventures in a 15,000- 
word story now making the rounds 
of film companies. Labeled ‘Flight 
to Freedom,’ it is expected that it 
will be published as a mag serial and 
book before filming, in the event it 
should be bought. 


20th Says ‘No Ceiling 





Qn Budgets’ for 41-42. 





Jollywood, July 15. 
20th-Fox plans from 48 to 52 pic- 
tures in 1941-42 with no ceiling on 
budgets, but likely exceed this year 
when upwards of $25,000,000 was ear- 
marked for 48 pictures. Group con- 
templated includes four British films. 

Likely the studio may not go be- 
yond 40 pictures, depending on sales | 
response. 

Sales crew is being told firmly that 
pictures from now on must be sold | 
wal Maly Ae Sa a 
fain’ in history. Young players to | 
be given strong buildup in ‘A’ pic- 
tures to bolster present roster of 
marquee names. 


Kirchner, Receiver 


on merit 








Detroit, July 15. 

Edgar E. Kirchner, manager-owner 
of the Family here for 30 years and 
former chief barker 
Variety Club, has been named as re- 
ceiver for the Kramer theatre pend- | 
ing further litigation in the Federal 
courts over its operation. His job is | 
to protect the interest of both Her- 
man Kramer, Jr., suing for recovery 
of the house, and Ben Cohn and | 
Samuel Shevlin, the former oper- 
ators, who are warring through the 
courts over their rights. 

Kirchner named Herman Danzig, 
present manager of the Delray the- 
atre, te manage the Kramer. 





Detroit Stickup 


Detroit, July 15. 

In the excitement of a holdup, Don 
Kuhn, manager of the downtown 
Broadway-Capitol here, gave chase 
to a bandit who had robbed the box 
office of $50 at 6:45 p. m. last Sat- 
urday. He had forgotten that a short 
while before he had transferred a 
large part of the day’s receipts to | 
the inside office. 

The robber, armed with a pistol, 
escaped after commandeering a cab. 


of the Detroit | 


|Hanson Theatres with N. L. 


lscore of theatres and then made a 


FORT WOOD'S THEATRE 





St. Louis, July 15. 

More than 1,400 draftees attending 
a flicker show in theatre No. 4 in the 
engineers’ replacement training 
center at Ft. Leonard Wood, near 
Lebanon, Mo., were routed by a fire 
Saturday (12) that destroyed the 
building at an estimated loss of $30,- 
1600. The blaze, believed to have been 
{caused by a short circuit in the elec- 
tric wiring, was discovered by Corp. 
William Massingill, Ft. Pieree, Fla., 
and Private Willis Anderson, Hazard, 
Ky., who were standing nearby. 

The fire broke through the roof 
and officers who were among the 
audience in the theatre, stood on 
chairs and shouted orders for the 
evacuation of the building in an 
orderly manner. All fire fighting ap- 
paratus in the camp fought unsuc- 
cessfully to extinguish the blaze. The 
loss includes the motion picture 
equipment. 


Theatre War 


Continued from page 7 
































dian franchise for Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer films. 

While the Loew-owned Uptown is 
currently operated by FP-Can., the 
lease expires Aug. 30, and it is 
claimed the house will be under 
Odeon operation the following Mon- 
day morning. 

Paul Nathanson, son of N. L. Na- 
thanson, has just returned from a 
five-weeks’ visit to Western Canada 
and reports that Henry Morton, of 
Winnipeg, has associated himself 
with Odeon, this giving the new 
chain the Rialto, the Garrick and 
Beacon in Winnipeg and the Tivoli 
in Saskatoon. Three other theatres 
have also been secured in New 
Westminster, B. C. 

Meanwhile, Clarence Robson, one 
of the directors who walked out of 


| 
RAZED IN $30,000 FIRE 


| [Further 











Ingersoll Flies 


an ONtinued from page 2 








| he soloed in several musical enter- 
prises. 

Harpo Marx rushed in the TWA 
way from L.A. Friday (11) for his 
seaboard home and a rest, while; 
others who named the TWA planes 
their favorite flying freighters were 
Burris Jenkins, N.Y. Journal-Ameri- 
can cartoonist, off to St. Louis; Spy- 
ros Skouras and Edward Zabel, of 
the 20th Century-Fox brain bureau, 
out to the end of the line; Al Jol- 
son, also L.A. bound; and _ red- 
headed, slender K H—burn, 
in from the Coast, under an alias, for 
an undivulged purpose ‘somewhere 
in America.’ 

Dr. Norman Vincent Peale, pastor 
of the Marble Collegiate Church of 
New York, made it clear, even as he 
was stepping from TWO’s Strato- 
liner from Los Angeles (Friday (11), 
that he considers the populace of the 
Hollywood film colony ‘delightful, 
wholesome and home-loving people.’ 
details on Exploitation 
page]. 

Harry Davies’ Trials 

Here for more than a year, Harry 
Parr Davies, Grace Fields’ accom- 
panist, left on the mid-week Clipper | 
for his native England. } 

Davies had been set to leave on a/| 
previous Clipper with Miss Fields 
but had no permit to leave from his 
Beverly Hills, Cal, draft board. 
After Clipper No. 1 sailed, the) 
British Consul-General in New York 
gave him a green light, saying they 
would ‘accept responsibility’ for his 





in England, he faces conscription 
there. He would like to return with 
Miss Fields, come August, but can’t 


doesn’t certify that his piano-plink- 
ing is necessary to the nation’s well 


| George Ly > , i 
eorge Lynch, chief buyer for Schine |past several years and 


}once were let down 


departure. When the pianist lands | 


if the British Ministry of Labor} 





being. 

In addition to all his other woes, | 
Davies faces the fact that even if the | 
British government figures his aid to | 
Miss Fields is worth more to them} 





| FP-Can. with Nathanson and who is 
now v.p. of Odeon, 


into the Odeon 
the Casino, 


where he brought 
chain such houses as 
Halifax; the Strand, Sydney; the 
Capitol and Empress, Moncton; and 
the Capitol in St. John’s, Newfound- 
land. 

In Toronto, Odeon has taken over 
the Midtown, Esquire, Mayfair, As- 
tor, Grant, King, Bluebell, College 
and Fox: in Hamilton, the Windsor, 
Royal and York. Odeon has also ac- 
quired the Imperial, Ottawa; the Es- 


has also just re- | 
turned from a raid on the Maritimes | 





quire, Brantford; the Capitol, | 
Brampton. 
Nat Taylor’s Activities | 


Meanwhile, Nat Taylor and his 
20th Century Theatres interests have 
blitzed into the picture. Prior to! 
the present battle, they had 18) 
houses in Ontario and will now op- 
erate a group of houses for FP-Can. 
Taylor denies all stories that he will | 
affiliate himself with N. L. Nathan-}| 
son but admits that he will take ov er| 
an undiscolsed number of FP-Can.| 
itheatres, on an operating basis mod 
land that this is a deal entirely sepa- 
| rate from his and his associates’ own | 
}20th Century setup. 

at Taylor is_.a9 lawyer in his la 
hPa te >. Se SP EP 
of the Motion Picture Theatres As- 
pedo and later formed the Ex- 
hibitors’ Cooperative, Ltd., this the 
first exhibitor cooperative buying 
organization in Canada. He was | 
booking for 30 theatres when he 
and Oscar Hanson, then (1931) gen- | 





te | 


+, PP 
fied 








eral manager for Tiffany, started | 
Community Theatres with an initial | 
group of 18 houses. When Taylor | 
' split with Hanson in 1935 to form} 


\his own Exhibitors Booking Associ- | 

ation, the Community Theatre chain 
|totalled some 60 houses. 

Shortly after this, Hanson formed 
Nathan- 
ison backing, acquired a_ further 
deal with FP-Can to take over the 


jentire group but he still to have) 


their operation. Hanson resigned| 
with Nathanson, leaving this group 
on the FP-Can. doorstep. With the 


wholesale walkout on FP-Can. of 
those who preferred to throw in 
their lot with Nathan, FP-Can. now 
finds itself terrifically short of ex- 
perienced manpower and it is the 
majority of these former Hanson 
houses that Taylor and his 20th Cen- 
itury associates will now be operat- 
ing for Famous. 

On his own houses, 
he has no individual solely backing 
him but that each unit or small 
group of units is backed by differ- 
‘ent partners on each proposition. His 
partners are all strictly independ- 
| ents but all are inter-related and all, 
take a piece on each new proposi- 
| tion. 


Taylor says | 








| prices or leave the airport for Jack- 


erates it RA Ps 


| on the numerous bingo games in De- 


than his gun in a trench, it is quite | 
possible that Uncle Sam will nix the | 
idea of the piano player’s return. 
New Yerker’s Price Boost 
Without a ‘by-your-leave’ or a ‘go- 
fly-your-kite, bud’ the Hotel New | 
Yorker, this week, boosted prices in 
the Coffee Shop, one of the airport 
restaurants under its management. 
The price increase was jubilantly 
noted by those who contend that the 
New Yorker management at the air- 
port should be voided in favor of 
some eatery that shows ‘more than 
passing interest’ in consumer wel- | 
fare: but not by the 4,200 employees | 
at the airport who foot the bill. 
The airport personnel, who must | 
eat New Yorker food at New Yorker 





son Heights eateries, a movement 
which would consume practically all 
of their meal period with no mo- 
|ments left for the acquisition of 
foodstuffs, are gradually fomenting 
into a rebellious group that will 
stand but little more Eighth avenue 
temperament. One faction is plan- 
ning to inform Mayor LaGuardia 
that, estimating each employee to 
have three friends whose vote he 
|can swing, the local personnel con- 
trols a ballot of 16,800 votes. In 
political circles, a bloc of this type 
Be eta cnen aioe all 





actual total, when engaged in a ne- | 
gation, and Mayor LaGuardia, who} 


|only carried Queens County in the | 


last ballot fracas, four years ago, by | 
40,966 votes, has reason to be con- 
cerned. With other political trends 
considered, the airport vote can, 
therefore, be a potent factor in any | 
man’s election. | 

The city’s chief is reported to have | 
routed Dock Commissioner John 
MacKenzie out of bed late Friday 
(11) for an old-fashioned talkeroo on 
the New Yorker situation and at this 


| writing LaGuardia was still as high 


jin the air as the new prices. 


FINGER-POINTERS 


Theatres Put Bin-o Onus on Some- 
body Eise 





Detroit, July 15. 

It has come to pass and exhibitors 
all over town have pasted the news 
item up in their boxoffices. 

William Johnston filed suit for di- 
vorce from his wife, Mary, in Cir- 
cuit Court here charging that she 
had forced ‘im into bankruptcy 
playing bingo. 

In his complaint, Johnston charged 
that his wife spent so much money 


troit that he was forced to file a 
bankruptcy proceeding. For an- 
other thing, he charged, she was out 
playing games so much she failed to 
prepare meals for him. 

It’s needless to add: churches here 


Teo Much Grief Getting New Theatre 


Permit, Calls It Off; Bldg. in Dixie 








ALBANY TO HAVE 
VARIETY CLUB AGAIN 


Albany, July 15. 

Steps to organize a Variety Club 
in Albany were taken at a meeting 
in the Fabian division office attended 
by circuit representatives, branch 
managers and other film men. Al- 
bany once before had a Variety Club 
—its headquarters were on the second 
floor of Harmanus Blecker Hall, de- 
stroyed by fire in the spring of 1940 
—but this was disbanded about five | 








years ago. Full support for the new 
Variety Club was pledged at the 
Fabian office gathering. | 

Among those reported present 
were: Si Fabian, up from New York; 
Moe Silver, New York State zone | 
manager of Warner theatres; Lou | 
Golding, Fabian division manager; | 





circuit of Gloversville; Sid Kallett, 
lof the Kallett Brothers’ chain at | 


Oneida, and the managers of Albany | 


exchanges. About 25 attended. 
charter has been assured the club, it 
is said. 

Another- meeting will be held on 
Sept. 15, when the Variety Club is 
expected to be formally organized. 


Selznick’s ‘V’ 


—Continued from page 1 




















paign which is slated to get under 
way on Sunday (20). 

‘Vv’ film is understood to be next 
on Selznick’s slate( probably via 
United Artists), preceding ‘Claudia,’ 
‘Jane Eyre and probably ‘Tales of 
Mystery and Romance.’ 

English shortwave radio has been 


pounding away at WNazi-occupied 
countries on the ‘V’ scheme for 
weeks. It asks the citizenry to se- 


cretly organize under the ‘Sign of the 
‘Vv’. Germans are to be driven mad by 
finding V’s chalked on sidewalks, 
carved into trees, scratched on scraps 
of paper every time they turn their 
backs, 

Even worse, the subjugated Eu- 
ropeans will tap their feet and 
fingers in the Morse code—three 
dots and a dash—V, if they follow 
instructions. And the campaign even 
has a theme song, Beethoven’s Fifth 
Symphony, opening notes of which 
are in the rhythm of the Morse V. 
Everyone is to hum the bit of tune, 
from one end of Europe to the other, 
the British radio asks. 

V, in addition to meaning ‘Vic- 
tory’ in English and most European 
languages, can also in German mean 
‘vergeltung’—‘revenge.’ 


|against its issuance. 


,% 
— 


Minneapolis, July 15. 
Because of inability to obtain de- 
livery of various building materials 
Joe Numero, former sound equip- 
jment and seat manufacturer, has 


| withdrawn his application for a per- 


mit to build a new $50,000 nabe here. 
It was indicated that the application 
would have had rough sailing inas- 
much as a city council policy in ef- 
fect for the past five years has been 
to prohibit any additional theatre 
construction and inasmuch as circuit 
and independent exhibitors were 
lined up to wage a vigorous fight 
The contention 
is that the city already is consid- 
erably overseated and more show- 





vestments. , 

Numerous interests have been 
seeking theatre permits during the 
if the bars 
it’s estimated 
ithat as many as 12 new theatres 
might be built. 





Hable’s Addition 
Lynchburg, July 15. 
Herman Hable, Winchester exhib, 
will give that burg another house. 
Permit has been issued for a $25,000 
nabe, 





Welch’s New House 
Atlanta, July 15. 
Atlanta’s latest, the Grove, opened 
here. Wendell Welch, who runs the 
Strand, Dallas, Ga., operates the new 
house, which seats 618. 





Oscar Brachman, Veteran 


Showman, Died Insolvent 


Milwaukee, July 15. 
Although the late Oscar Brach- 
;man, realty man and builder of the- 
atres, hotels and office buildings, 
was one of the biggest operators in 
Wisconsin, he died insolvent, accord- 
jing to notification given Friday (11) 
to Judge Charles A. Hansen. While 
the inventory listed assets of $44,000, 
claims against the estate total $1,- 


155,760, mostly based on notes 
Brachman signed as guarantor in 
connection with ventures which 


collapsed during the depression. His 
wife, Florence, and son, Oscar Jr., 
shared $35,000 life insurance. 

Among the theatres 
built was the Wisconsin, ace down- 
town house of the Fox group, while 
among his creditors is the M. L. 
Annenberg Investment Co., owner of 
the Oriental and Tower theatres, de 
luxe nabes. 
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SED WEEK 
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HIGH AND DRY 
Hotiywood, Juiy i5. 

Johnny Weissmuller climbed out 
of his swimming pool and leaped into 
a tree for the new ‘Tarzan’ picture at 
Metro. 

Maureen O'Sullivan has the | 
femme role and Richard Thorpe 





have bingo, theatres don’t. 


directs. 


Air-Cooted 


HELD OVER! 


3rd Big Week Breed Gtot Steed 


Clark Rosalind 
GABLE * RUSSELL 


‘They Met in Bombay’ 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
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| ALY SUGGESTS’ RADIO NOT AROUSE | 
PUBLIC HOPES IN RUSSIAN VICTORIES *sscsss"c- 


y ruiting program en- 
his sanctum executives of Asso- e ° . ED EAST and POLLY babes ‘af It ahaa Here’ broad- 
aeanes Exem, Unitas Prem, nia: Joms CBS as Script Aid: Two of Radio's top-notch mer- cast last Wednesday (9) night in the 
tional News Service, New York ? | chandisers. French language opened with a 

; Herald-Tribune and New York Othe N Staff Scribes Just completing a most success-|} 51.6 party scene wherein couples 
| "Times, along with Albert L. Warner Tr New ful year of their KITCHEN QUIZ| Ware dancing to music, Announcer 
t of CBS, Fulton Lewis of Mutual, and for WHITE ROSE TEA—WJZ. Back! ot in with a flash reporting Halifax 
{ wo Baukage of NBC. ; Albert R. Perkins, until recently |in September—Renewed for another | }ombed by Nazi raiders and the har- 
: ombined resentment and disgust : ry ditor for Walt Dis- , Y€@- bor aflame Then followed other 
: ‘was expressed by the scribes, who pantap ol co her poems d CB NBC ARTISTS SERVICE bulletins with Montreal represented 
+ muttered after the session they |¢y in Hollywood, has joined CBS as RADIO CITY, NEW YORK 
4 , stent ‘ni di tant director of scripts. Before ° as captured by enemy parachutists. 
: thought Fly’s criticism was ‘ridicu- | 455!5'@ Pp ; ; ; 
i going with Disney, he was a scenar- Troop carriers were being shot 
: ——~ — list for Universal and previous to that | ¢ 9 down in the St. Lawrence valley. 
Resents Press Jargon | writer for ‘March of Time’ pictures Program was spotted on CBF and 
| and assistant script editor of the CHLP, Montreal; CKCH, Hull; 
; ‘March of Time’ radio series. CHNC, New Carlisle; CJBR, Ri- 
: Washington, July 15. Other additions to the CBS script mouski; CBJ, Chicoutimi, and CBV, 
| Bewildered and somewhat in- |staff include Sylvia Berger, Jean Quebec City, and thus blanketed the 
; furiated dial-twister who doesn’t | Holloway and Harold Isaacs. Miss ° e| province of Quebec, parts of the 
; like the traditional telegraphic | Berger was formerly a copy writer Maritime Provinces and Ottawa. 
: signoff ‘thirty, used by several |in the network’s sales promotion de- Hundreds throughout this area fell 
radio news commentators, gets |partment. Miss Holloway has writ- for the news and presently phone 
another explanation of the origin | ten dramatic bits for the Kate Smith Procter & Gamble has bought ‘The| exchanges, police stations, news- 
of this cryptic expression but no {show and also scripted the serial, | B2:tons,’ sustainer serial out of Chi-| Papers and radio stations were 
particular sympathy from the |‘My Son and I.’ She will do two of | a ,j]] | Stalled with callers asking confirma- 
FCC. Kilocycle cops have ex- |thé forthcoming ‘Forecast’ series | C80 Via NBC-Blue (WJZ) and will) ii) aig advice. Repeated radio | 
| plained as usual they have no shows and may receive the Kate | begin sponsorship early in the fall. explanations by all provincial sta-| 
/ authority to ban the use of any | Smith series in the fall. Duz will be the product and Comp-/ tions, in English as well as in| 
; ag te gpend an apeens , ton is the agency. French, continued for balance of 
The commish press force, how- Show is written by Harlan Ware| evening. 
ever, has undertaken consider- UP MAURIE WETZEL AT and directed by Frank Papp. NBC Skit producer Eddie Beaudry, who 
sgh ca wes a pany * owns it. Compton’s idea is to con-| ended his opus with two youths re- 
the farewell an obbed up wit i HAR S tinue Chicago origination. gretting failure to enlist before the 
+ ag rag old-time on NBC; RI TO GRANT s . ‘invasion,’ said he couldn’t under- 
ers think is a new and more stand why persons should have been 
logical account of how it came s i- 
about. According to the FCC ; Chicago, July 15. George Coulouris Renee | iiset thot sestaps fe n do seu 
: diggers, in the old days when Maurie Wetzel, with NBC for In Sept. as ‘Drummond’ | good. 
: hand-written copy was the style years in various capacities, has been rt ae: 
: Washington telegraphers marked | "@med the new assistant production} ‘Bulldog Drummond, dramatic 
the end of each item with three manager of the central division, re-| cories for Howard clothes, returns | WAIM Plays Safe 
X’s. The Roman numeral for 30. | Placing Lloyd Harris, who resigned | 
f a from NBC to join the Grant adver- | SePt. 28 to its 6:30- -7 p.m, spot on | Anderson. S. C.. July 15. 
} lous’ and he was extremely ‘nervy’ pe 5 agency as radio production |WOR- Mutual, With the raat np on Station WAIM, local CBS affiliate, 
in thinking he has the right to pass| © "© | last spring. Norman S. Livingston | || ..cized’ Friday (11) as 1.500 
judgment on the way the wire serv-| Harris had been with NBC pro-/| will produce-direct for the Redfield- eke oe WE 
ices report what goes on. If Fly is so duction organization for eight years | Johnstone agency, with George Cou- ROTC students and ‘fifth columnists 
presumptuous to believe he knows|@nd had been assistant production | louris in the title part. erage @ mock attack on the town. 
better than the veteran editors and| head since 1939. Show will be sponsored by Howard Although newspapers, railroad of- 
correspondents, he’s entitled to en- bade WOR and: seven other Mutual ears stores and es _— local 
tertain such a feeling, the press : ; sey enterprises co-operated in the de- 
group reacted, but that’s no wees L. J. Rowell Incorporates eo nrethyga agg "ill eee fense-training stunt, WAIM toned 
"to go fingerpointing at the press be- Albany, July 15. basis to the rest of the network down the radio coverage of the hap- 
cause it doesn’t edit and revise high PB ty Shows for Radio, Inc., has : enings, lest mass hysteria by listen- 
command communiaues, propaganda en chartered to D Eons Si G2S* bu 2%, oe seneenee eae - conig om, PESO Readies << ete 
RP OE APRA RN iat, ITO Tm UR i PS Nm ree er” RRM OE he E. ih, menabing divestor of | Locai papers en rita 
ments. Directors include Loren J. Row-|WTAG, has been named to act as|and Daily Mail ran special ‘blitz’ ex- 
Fly’s Point ell, Paula F. Rowell and Leo Brad-|representative for District One of|tras. In addition, Life, Time, the 
/ Fly’s action was taken on the| spies. , 
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His ‘Suggestions’ Draw Tart Comment From win 
ington Newspapermen—Meantime FCC Subpoe- 
nas Out for Documents of Press-Owned Stations 


Washington, July 15. 

Washington and London don't 
want the people of the democracies 
to work up too much expectation 
about the Russian armies’ ability to 
hold the German hordes. It is feared 
that by allowing temporary and per- 
haps misleading incidents to arouse 
widespread hopes the resultant let- 


down if the Nazis start winning will | 


be bad for democratic morale. Last 
week James L. Fly, chairman of the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, attempted to do something 
about this problem. But his ‘sugges- 
tions’ to the wire services as given 
at an unprecedented press session 
brought him mostly adverse reaction. 

The Commish chief summoned to 














ground that radio in performing its 
public service, ought to be careful 


not to build up false hope in Ameri- 


can minds. The way the commenta- 
tors, newspapers, and wire services 
Russo-German 
clash makes it look as if the Stalin 
line is impregnable, Fly tut-tutted. 
It’s no such thing and the U. S. ought 
to be prepared for what the mili- 
tary experts declare will be an in- 
That’s the way 
con- 


are reporting the 


evitable, Nazi victory. 

Fly conceives ‘public interest, 

venience, and necessity.’ 
Though 


War coverage which 
important. 


sidered the matter 


bureau group indicated they'll go 
right along the way they have done, 
whether it meets Fly’s wishes or not. 
Meantime in its preparation for 
‘the newspaper ownership hearings, 
due to begin Wednesday (23), the 
FCC was revealed to have armed 
FCC agents with subpoenas of the 
omnibus variety—similar to those of 
the Black committee and other 
Congressional groups, making sweep- 
ing demands for records, correspon- 
dence, and private documents, 


they were considerably 

exasperated, the press crowd made 
» no direct comeback. 
m merely commented to the FCC boss’ 
there are various other phases of 
are far more 
One of the scribes told 
Fly he thought the whole criticism 
was quite nonsensical and another; 
commented after the meeting he con- 
‘inconsequential.’ 
The press association and newspaper 


Instead, they 





+ 
DOGGY DAN AWAY 


Harold Betts Winds Up For Dog 
Food Account On Aug. 1 





Chicago, July 15. 

Harold Betts, the ‘Doggy Dan’ for 
Red Heart dog food on WMAQ here 
for more than three years, takes 
leave of the program on Aug. 1. 

Will take a short vacash and theft 
return to town for new connection, 
with likelihood that the agency, 
Henri, Hurst & McDonald, will have 
a new program ready for him by 
the fall. 


Albert Perkins, Disneyite, 
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It also is a matter of co 


fusion, 


In another connection, but 


umn) to suggest that radio 
a subsequent collapse of democ 


again triumph. 


bv Variety from three source 


the town by make-believe Quis 
the FCC 
who, being youngish, go in for 
follow: 


Quebec’s Excitement 


Montreal, July 15. 




















the National Defense Committee. 











news services and a number of me- 








Washington, July 15. 

Neither hostile propaganda nor 
lackadaisical attitude toward engi- 
neering rules will be countenanced, 
the FCC has warned in its opinion, 
winding up. Gif is hoped) the long 
argued Brooklyn chop suey cases by 
renewing licenses of both WCNW, 
Brooklyn, and WWRL, Woodside, 
Long Island. Final opinion in the 
proceeding, which dates back more 
than four years, constitutes a warn- 
ing to foreign language stations and 
other operators who don't take 
Uncle Sam seriously. 

While allowing. both plants to re- 
main on the air, the Commission 
took advantage cf the opportunity 
presented by a rehearing to empha- 
size its views on various questions. 
Among the policy pronouncements 
were a reiteration that time-sharing 
plants are uneconomic and therefore 
unwise; that ‘hit-or-miss operation’ 
will not be overlooked, even though 
transgressions are of minor impor- 
tance when weighed individually; 





In Final Chapter to Brooklyn Chop Suey 
FCC Warns ‘Careless Stations’ of Ire 





| and one-sided versions of vital ques- 
tions may put the licensees in the 


dog-house. 

In keeping with ideas suggested by 
isolationist senators at recent hear- 
ings on the anti-monopoly rules, the 
Commish served a blunt warning on 
stations catering to German popula- 
tions. There is no proof that WWRL 
allows Nazi glorification in its pro- 
grams, the reguiators acknowledged, 
but if it does in the future punish- 
ment may be severe. The Commish 
said the accusations made by WWRL 
in the row over use of the 1600 ke 
ribbon were ‘most serious’ but upon 
investigation turned out to be noth- 
ing more than innuendoes and sus- 
picions. 

Broadcasters have ‘a recognized 
duty to present well rounded pro- 
grams on subjects which may be 
fairly said to constitute public con- 
troversies of the day within the 
framework of our democratic sys- 





tem of government,’ the regulators 
declared. They added they ‘will not 


tolerate hostile propagandizing in the 
interest of any foreign government 





taste: About Morale 


small-scale Orson Welles incident in French is reported ; 
son, S. C., where WAIM wisely played down a mock-seizure of 





which has repeatedly and flagrantly 
expressed its enmity to this country 
and to the continued existence of its 
basic system of government.’ 

On the matter of time-sharing, the 
Commish repeated it feels that fa- 
cility-splitting is not ‘a healthy sit- 
uation’ and such grants, with two 
transmitters in the same area divid- 
ing the opportunity, ought not be 
encouraged. In the ‘Little Brook- 
lyn’ situation, however, no evidence 
justifies imposing an ‘economic death 
penalty’ on either WWRL or WCNW, 
but both stations will have to watch 
their step in the future if they want 
to preserve the status quo. 

Commissioner Norman _S. Case, 
dissenting from the final conclusion, 
agreed there was no substantiation 
for the propaganda charges against 
WWERL and said he believed WCNW 
was sufficiently guilty of technical 
derelictions to warrant being taken 
off the air. 


464444444, 


*eHoos 


44444, 
s of radio to terrorize or upset the 


| public has occupied the en dR in Washington for some 

| time, 
. | since the Orson Welles demonstration, realized that fiction that 
sounds too real will, despite all labeling, cause widespread con- 


neern to broadcasters who have, 


not unrelated to the basic idea, 


Chairman Fly of the FCC last week tried (see adjoining col- 


and wire services refrain from 


arousing hopes of Russian victories ower the Nazis for fear of 


ratic morale if the goosesteppers 


“Items of pertinence to this general subject have been received 


s this week; Montreal, where a 


Ander- 


lingists, and Washington, where 


continues to have trouble with amateur broadcasters 


practical jokes a lot. These tales 


+ 





tropolitan papers, as 
veral, 


well as Uni- 
Metro and Paramount news- 
reel crews, covered it. 


Treason As Comedy 


Washington, Julv 15. 

Continued crack-pottery of ama- 
teurs is reported by the Federal 
Communications Commission. De- 
spite the fact that numerous hams 
have gotten themselves seriously in- 
volved with the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and other lesser agen- 
cies checking on mysterious mes- 
sages—many of which sound like 
sinister tips from Hitler agents— 
‘pranksters’ received a new spank- 
ing from the FCC which pointed out 
that ‘the ether highways are now so 
effectively patrolled that trespassing 
or erratic driving theron is quickly 
detected.’ 

Latest ether pest was a student ‘at 
'a certain western university’ who 
| thought it was ‘fun’ to pretend he 
| was ‘Edgar Von Spiegel en- 
| gaged in mysterious activities,’ Com- 





|mish revealed. This youngster was 
| placed in the clink for 24 hours, it 
| was pointed out, and let go only 
after he had signed a ‘confession’ 


stating that he had been ‘very fool- 
ish’ in attempting to toy with the air 
waves. 

Two other ‘simple 
licensed operation’ 
the bud with the 


cases of un- 
were nipped in 
apprehension of 


Ed Schrader, of Swainsboro, Ga., 
and Mario La Zazzera, of Spring- 
field, Mass. Both kids pleaded 


guilty before a U.S. Commissioner 
and were released on $1,000 bond. 
Commish is hoping that the recent 
epidemic of radio Benedict Arnolds 
will subside when the fiammies’ find 


out that the Commission's Defense 
Operations Section is doing a 24- 
|hour job—assisted by F.B.I. spy- 
|catchers who have little sympathy 
for the un-American tactics em- 


ployed by young 
was meee, 


DEEMS TAYLOR, TUNES 


smarty-pants, it 


Deems Taylor is composing a 
special score for ‘Samson,’ one of a 
Biblical trilogy Norman Corwin is 
readying as part of his series for 
Columbia Workshop... It will include 
a prelude, cues and an epilog. Pro- 
gram is tentatively skedded for 
Aug. 3 It will be the first composi- 
tion Taylor has written directly for 
radio. 

Because Charles Laughton is be- 
ing held on the Coast for retakes on 
his current picture, Corwin’s Biblical 
trilogy had to be set back from its 
original starting date of next Sunday 
(20). Revised schedule now calls for 
the second piece, ‘Esther,’ an oper- 
etta with score by Lyn Murvay, to 
be heard Aug. 10. Corwin then ex- 
pects to plane to the Coast to do 
‘Job,’ the final cf the three, with 
with Laughton. 





Ira Avery Now Manages 
WOR’s Nighttime Shows 


Ira Avery, announcer at WOR, 
New York, has been appointed night 
manager of the station, with the 
status of assistant production man- 
ager to Arthur Whiteside, chief pro- 
ducer. Before joining WOR, he 
was assistant program directtor of 
WRVA, Richmond. 

Frank Knight, whom Avery re- 
returns to 


places as night manager, 
the WOR announcing staff. 
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WLW ASKS 650,000 WATTS 





Arbitration Machinery Set Up As 
AFRA-WKRC Strike Is Settled 





Cincinnati, July 15. 


In a twofold agreement, the Amer- 
{ican Federation of Radio Artists has 
settled its strike against local sta- 
tion WKRC and provided a formula 
for the peaceable adjustment of all 
future disputes with Mutual affiliates. 
Agreement ending the local walkout 
was reached Saturday (12) and the 
performers who had been out fe- 
turned to WKRC this morning 
(Tuesday). Deal with Mutual had 
been reached late last week in Chi- 
cago. 

Pact between Mutual and AFRA, 
unanimously approved by the net- 
work stockholders, provides the fol- 
lowing: 

Both parties agree to arbitrate all 
disputes involving Mutual affiliate 
stations, with the arbitration pro- 
ceedings to be conducted in New 
York by the American Arbitration 
Assn. 

AFRA agrees not to strike against 
any affiliate consenting to such ar- 
bitration. If, upon failure to reach 
an agreement, the union concludes 
negotiations and demands arbitration 
of the issues, the affiliate station has 
five days in which to accept arbitra- 
tion, 

Mutual recognizes AFRA’s right to 
strike, both locally and against net- 


work shows, against any affiliate not | 


agreeing to arbitrate after the five | 
days’ notice. 


All issues between AFRA and Mu-| 


+ 
vv 





‘KOIL DRAMATIC REVIEW 
OF NEWS TO MUTUAL 


Omaha, July 15. 

KOIL is now feeding 58 stations 
of Mutual a weekly ‘Parade of the 
News’ dramatization written by 
Bruce Wallace and produced by Had 
Hughes. KOIL stock company in- 
cludes Eldon Anspach,' Frances 
Casey, Echo Guio, Larry Forsythe, 
Hart Jenks and Dorothy Bennett. 
Narrator is Harvey Cary 

Show goes on Thursday nights and 
strangely enough, the originating 
station (KOIL) has to wax it and 
play it back locally an hour later 
when it has open time. 


HUMMERT HAS 
FLORIDA CITRUS 
ACCOUNT 














tual affiliates will come within the| 


jurisdiction of the arbitration board, 
with the exception of AFRA-shop. 
The arbitrators are under absolute 
obligation to grant 100% AFRA-shop 


| 
| 


at any station where an AAA- -con- | 


ducted election shows AFRA has a! 
majority. 

Agreement is effective until Nov. 
1, 1943, the expiration of AFRA’s 
commercial and sustaining network 
codes, 

Although AFRA thus relinquished 
its absolute power to bargain for 
pay scales and working conditions, 
the union gained Mutual recognition, 
at least under certain circumstances, 
of AFRA’s right to strike against 
network programs fed to an ‘unfair’ 
station. This is regarded by AFRA 
as a far-reaching precedent. 

Other Provisos 
Agreement also provides: 
Immediate AFRA-shop for all ac- 

tors, singers and announcers, both 
staff and free-lance, but excluding 
such specialty talent as newscasters, 


Florida Citrus account has gone 
| to the Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
| agency in New York. The switch- 
over from the Arthur Kudner 
agency takes effect Sept. 1. 

Decision was made by a special 
committee of Florida politicos who 

visited New York last week. Besides 
| B-S-H, the committee listened to 
| presentations from McCann-Erick- 
son, J. Walter Thompson and Kud- 
ner. 

David Kempner will be B-S-H’s 
executive on the account. No radio 
or space program has as yet been 
formulated. During the past season 
the Florida Citrus Commission bank- 
rolled Mary Margaret McBride on 
CBS. 





Industrial Peace Salute 


Toledo, July 15. 





The United States Chamber of 
Commerce sponsoring a_ broad- 
cast on the NBC Red to describe 
how the Toledo ndustrial Peace 
| Board will be heard Friday, 


is 


sportscasters, commentators, masters | July 18. 


Immediate reinstatement of all | 


a — 


ence between regular pay and strike | a 


benefits for the entire period of the | 
strike. 
Dissolution of the independent an- 
mouncers’ union, withdrawal of its | 
(Continued on page 30) 


of ceremonies and sidewalk quizzers. | 


Toledo, and will include a repre- 


SSP Se Sr Pe, > Eb Breaks eo al eae 


representative of the Amcrican 
Federation of Labor and a repre- 
| sentative of the Committee for In- 
dustrial Organization. The Toledo 
Chamber of Commerce is in charge 
< arrangements. 











Actor Joe Du Mond Opens Station; 
Henry Wallace Set for a Speech 


Burlington, Ia., July 15. 

New station here, WBUR, is ready- 
ing for its big official opening on 
July 30. General manager is Joe 
DuMond. Henry Wallace, Vice- 
President of the United States and a 
native Iowan, hawagreed to make the 
keynote address. Though the sta- 
tion is not as yet network-affiliated, 
NBC will pick up the dedicatory 
services and the Vice-President’s 
speech. 

DuMond, in coming to Iowa, is re- 
turning to his native country, after 
having been in Chicago for years on 
an NBC Coast-to-Coast network with 
his original character presentation 
and show, ‘Josh Higgins of Finch- 
ville.’ 

DuMond will do his ‘Josh Higgins’ 
show on WBUR and the show has 
already been snapped up by a spon- 
sor, the Benner Tea Co., a regional 
Store chain. 





'BILL BAILEY OF WLW 
AS ED-KIRBY AIDE 


Cincinnati, July 15. 
William Dowdell succeeds J. N. 
(Bill) Bailey as news editor of the 
Crosley stations. Bailey is joining 
the radio branch of the War depart- 
ment’s bureau of public relations, 
and awaits momentary cail to report 
in Washington to Ed Kirby. 
Dowdell joined Crosley newsroom 
two months ago, <fter serving for 
several years as city editor of the 
Cincy Post. Under his direction are 
20 news writers and announcers, 





Harry Horlick set for several 
| weeks on the Ford summer series. 
|Paul Kapp agented. 





Program will originate in WSPD, | 


(WAY PLAY PART 
IN Uo, DEFENO 


Washington Understands 
War Department Is Sym- 
pathetic to Idea of Cen- 
trally Located Super- 
Power Transmitter 











as 
r Morale Asset 
DX ALSO BUSY 
Cincinnati, July 15. 


customary 50,000. 
granted by the FCC, 
will again exist in America. 


watts. 

Meantime in a separate connection 
Crosley’s shortwaver, WLWO, has 
increasingly devoted itself to in- 
terpreting State Department wishes 
in the realm of international pro- 


gramming. Its latest expansion in 
this regard is beaming at Europe 
where Washington now feels Ameri- 
can newscasts are especially useful. 

For the European broadcasts 
WLWO will use a rhombic antenna 
of the kind not being utilized 
for airings to South America. 
Construction of the new antenna is 
nearing completion. It will have the 
greatest shortwave broadcasting 
power of any station in the Western 
Hemisphere. 

News programs beamed across the 
Atlantic will be in English, German 
and French, plus Spanish as now 
used on broadcasts to Latin-Ameri- 
can countries. 

Tentative schedule of daily broad- 


to 4 p.m. From 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
and from 4 p.m. until the midnight 
sign-off time, the airings will be di- 





‘Station WLW, which has been op- | 
erating after midnight since May 19! 
with experimental authorization for 
750,000 watts, has now formally ap- 
plied to the Federal Communications 
Commission for authority to use 
650,000 watts regularly instead of its 
If this request is 
super-power 
WLW 
had to give up its former 500,000 





| press as distinct from any other kind | 
| of ownership of stations, 


exasperated about the FCC prowling. 





casts to Europe carries from 11 a.m. | hes 


| sociation is due to change its stand 


| 





‘Older Webs Seek Mutual Accord 
As Necessary Step to Possible 
Monopoly Issue Compromise 
CAROL IRWIN WED | enn x2 at wo me 
TOPAUL HOLSTER sir See a 


promises which are to be sub- 
mitted to tle Federal Communica- 
itirweed, July 15. tions Commission in connection 
Carol Irwin, Young & Rubicam | 
daytime radio head, was married to | 








with the latter’s new rules on net- 
werk-affiliated stations relations. 


Paul Hollister, vice-president and | The disposition toward co-opera- 
partner of J. Sterling Getchell| tm amd concession has improved 
agency, ‘sometime this week some-| “ecidedly since the meetings which 


took place between the three webs 
prior to July 4 and there are in- 
dications that the trio will have 
something concrete to present to 
FCC Chairman James L. Fly by 
the end of next week. The new 
rules are slated te go into effect 
Aug. 2 

| In one regard the concessions 
| 

| 


where in Nevada.’ She obtained a| 
divorce in Reno last week from Lyn | 
| Murray, radio composer-conductor. | 

Couple left for New York today 
(Tuesday ). Miss Irwin is ‘very 
definitely’ continuing at Y.&R. Hol- 
lister was divorced from a previous 
wife about 18 months ago. 


NEWSPAPERS 
FIGHTING 
FCC 


Washington, July 15. 
Late today (Tuesday) the Ameri- 
can Newspaper Publishers. Assn. | 
stepped in to demand a stay of FCC 
hearings on the issue of newspaper 





will work the hardest on CBS, 
and that pertains to the desig- 
nation of the hours which af- 
filiated stations retain for their 
own sale. Columbia’s contract re- 
quires an affiliate te make avail- 
able for network sale any period 
extending from 10 a.m. to 11 p.m., 
in the case of NBC affiliates they 
have had held the right to with- 
hold certain daytime and evening 
period periods from network sale 
since 1935. 





Weshiaaten, July 15. 

Definite, though conditional, prom- 
ise to postpone the anti-monopoly 
reform rules to facilitate reaching a 
compromise, was made to NBC last 
ownership of radio stations. It raises | “°° through the auspices of Senate 
legalistie points to this effect: | Interstate Commerce Committee 

The FCC has no right to demand | Chairman Burton K. Wheeler. At 
and no authority to enforce investi- the same time, more hope of an un- 
gation of or discrimination against | (Continued on page 30) 











|animosity between 


the publishing 
pretty 


fraternity and the New Deal. By the 
same token, non-broadcasting news- 
paper owners saw no reason to help 
, out a competitive industry. Now the 
NAPA has been placed in the posi- 


Newspapers in general are 


On their own behalf, many pub- 
lishers are instructing their Wash- 
ington correspondents to keep close 


watch on the Commish when the |tion of pulling the Hough com- 
arings get under way, while the | mittee’s chestnuts out of the fire. 
; American Newspaper Publishers As- | Hanson's firm has practiced regularly 


before the Commish for a long time, 


eected to Geuth Ameries, The news| prose sto. yyy a teergaby = i wale Thomas D. Thatcher, the 
lcasts are to be interspersed with| ig a on benall of all publishers Hough crow d’s prine apes legal schem- 
| music rerely those with radio inter- | er, has little acquaintance with the 
, wn | ests. Elisha Hanson, general counsel, | FCC. 
— | was ordered last week by the head | ——--- 
Washington Angle ;men to prepare a petition challeng- | FCC Calls on WDAF, KCKN 
Washington, July 15. | ing the Commish right to lay down a Kansas City, July 15. 
Application of WLW, Cincinnati/| policy that singles out any particular | FCC is carrying out its investiga- 
| for 650,000 watts is interpreted here|class of licensee and to make an | tion of newspaper-owned radio sta- 
fas relate~ national defense. It | effort to have the entire inquiry | tions as announced some weeks ago, 
lis believe. nat long exyeriencé in| catiéd off. sent ceyresentatives:to.visit WDAF 


super-power operation, central lo- 


cation and trained personnel all give| ture of a rescue mission. 
to WLW an appeal to some Wash-| set, 
notably at the| 
War Department, who would like to figuring that might jeopardize their 
see the country in possession of a}/ own properties because of the bitter 


ington personages, 


big station such as WLW’s 650, 000 | 
watt petition envisages. 

It is also understood here that a 
direct line from the War Department 
to WLW may be installed in the near 
| future. 

There have 





been conferences with | 


|regard to WLW’s future, a future on | 


a new and higher 
| quent presence in 
| WLW’s general manager, James 
Shouse, has been ascribed to other 
|causes and the current visit of Cecil 
!Carmichael for War Department 
conferences is described as 
tine ‘what can we do to help?’ visit. 
But Washington hears there’s a lot 
more behind the 650,000 watts pe- 
tition than anybody is willing to ad- 
mit at the moment. 

Commish attitude is reported stil 
unchanged and it is doubtful if any 
super-power application will be | 
granted to anybody without hearin 
and considerable administration en- 
dorsement. 

War department has been sounded 
out by other stations as well as 
WLW about special wires to pipe 
various defense programs, but noth- 
ing concrete is visible. Of course, 
State Department has long been 
anxious to see shortwavers capable 
|of drowning Axis transmitters, as 
evidenced by support of Walter 
Lemmon’s WRUL, Boston. 


plane. 





a rou-| 


The fre-| 
Washington of| 


| 


| 


1| in charge of new business. 


| 


gs | taut & Ryan. 


| weekly comment series on WEBR. 


|stint concerns dittos of World War 
| II. 


Entry of the ANPA is in the na- | and KCKN last week. 
At the out- | mary 
the station-owning publishers | 
didn’t want the others to come in, | 


interest was in news scripts, 
commentators and service features. 

WDAF is the property of the Kan- 
sas City Star. KCKN is an Arthur 
— property. 








Milton Berle-Chas. Laughton Contract 
Gives Mutual Hollywood Name Show 


MYRON KIRK JOINS trying to close monn for the cast 
STACK- GOBLE, N. 7. that will compose the variety show 


jthat Ballentine Ale will start on Mu- 


ee out of Hollywood in September. 

| The spot will be the half hour before 

‘the Friday night fight broadcasts, 

| namely 9:30 to 10. 

oa F pestovig K Elis ea | Milton Berle and Charles Laugh- 
‘ton will share the burden of the 

|crossfire. Bob Crosby’s band is the 

musical prospect. 

CBS was the first to get a crack 
at the business but the agency with- 
|drew its bid for time when that net- 
work started laying down the re- 
|quired restraints for beer copy. The 
| NBC-Blue claims that it was also of- 
\fered the account but that it turned 
it down, partiy because of the fire 
that it is under in Washington in 
connection with the FCC’s rule 
|against dual ownership of networks, 








Myron Kirk has joined the Stack- 
Goble agency in New York as v.p. 


W.S. WOODS ON WEBR 
3uffalo, July 15. 
William Seaver Woods, for 28 
years editor-in-chief of Literary Di- 
gest, has come out of retirement at 
nearby Ft. Erie, Ont., home to put 





Woods authored volume on ‘Blund- 
ers of the First World War.” WEBR 


Callers pri- 


Nn ten 
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Code for Radio Writers 


+4444 


The following ‘statement of practices’ (non binding guide for 
advertising agencies) is the fruit of prolonged discussions be- 
tween the American Association of Advertising Agencies in 
New York and the Authors’ League of America. Principal 
clauses follow: 


UNORDERED SINGLE-SHOT SCRIPTS 
When a radio writer submits to an agency a single-shot 
script, the writer should grant the agency an exclusive option 
for ten days. In return the agency should decide as soon as 
possible on one of the following courses: (1) Reject the script. 





options on unordered scripts should be made monthly. Pay- 
ment of the full broadcast fee should be completed within sixty 
days of the acceptance of the script, or within two weeks after 
the broadcast, whichever is sooner. 
: BROADCASTING RIGHTS 

A contract between an agency and a writer covering the 
broadcasting rights in a script or series should specify whether 
the broadcast or broadcasts are to be ‘local,’ ‘regional,’ ‘na- 
tional,’ or ‘international.’ The contract should also specify a 
time-limit, after which the broadcasting rights revert to the 
author. 

The contract may also provide for additional broadcasting 
rights and options, such as: the right to broadcast the script 
or series again after the expiration of the time-limit; the right 
to retain control of the broadcasting rights of a script or series 
—that is, to approve or veto its use under other auspices—for 





(2) Secure a continuation of the exclusive option by paying the|a specified period beyond the time-limit; or other broadcasting 


writer an agreed-upon sum per month, which may be treated as 
an advance. (3) Accept the script, in which case the broadcast 
fee should be agreed on and a contract entered into, providing 
for payment of the full broadcast fee on or before a specified 
date. 

If the writer has not heard from the agency at the expiration 
of the ten-day excbusive period, it is understood that the script 
is being held on a non-exclusive basis and that the writer is 
free to submit it elsewhere. 

ORDERED SINGLE-SHOT SCRIPTS 

When an agency orders a script from a writer, it should com- 
mit itself to the payment of an agreed-upon sum as an advance 
fee. This payment should give the agency an exclusive option 
for an agreed-upon period. 

UNORDERED OUTLINES, ETC., FOR PROPOSED SERIES 

Submission of material of this sort does not of itself imply 
an exclusive option. The agency should therefore decide as 
soon as possible on one of three sources: (1) Reject the sub- 
mitted material. (2) Ask for the privilege of continuing to hold 
the material on a non-exclusive basis. (3) Arrive at an agree- 
ment by which the agency may hold the script on an exclusive 
basis. An exclusive option period for no fee, if requested by the 
agency, should not exceed two weeks. 

ORDERED AUDITION SCRIPTS 

When an agency wishes to order from a writer a script by 
which to audition a series it proposes to sell, agency and writer 
should agree on the following points: (1) the fee to be paid for 
the audition script; (2) the terms and conditions under which 
the writer is to write the series in case his audition script re- 
sults in sale of the series, 

If after six months the audition script has not resulted in a 
sale, whatever material in the script is the contribution of the 
writer should revert to him. 


PAYMENT OF FEES 
The advance on an ordered script should be paid within two 
weeks after the delivery of the completed script. Payments for 


IOWA'S ANSWER TO THE 


NEW 
BURLINGTON MARKET 


The NEW Site of One of the Government's Largest 
Ordnance Plants 











“One Half Million Increase of New 
Spendable Dollars Per Week! 


TWENTY THOUSAND NEW CONSUMERS 
and still more NEW ones rushing in for 


BURLINGTON'S NEW GOLD! 


KBUR 


offers you the most dominant vehicle with which 
to garner your share of these NEW DOLLARS. 


KBUR is one of the FINEST local stations in Amer- 
ica. FINEST because of PROGRAMMING and 
SUPERIOR MERCHANDISING service. 


To get your share of the NEW DOLLARS in the NEW 
BURLINGTON market, you'll need to use IOWA'S 
NEWEST radio station... 


KBUR 


BURLINGTON BROADCASTING CO. 
BURLINGTON, IOWA JOE DU MOND, Gen. Mgr. 











rights or options. 
RE-WRITES 

Agency instructions concerning the re-writing of accepted, 
ordered, optioned, or contracted scripts should be specific, so 
that unecessary re-writes can be avoided. 

Secause of their special nature, serial scripts should be ap- 
proved, rejected, or changes gequested within an agreed-upon 
period after their submission. If, after that period, changes are 
requested which necessitate revision of subsequent scripts 
which the writer is required to have prepared, such revisions 
|should be paid for except when changes are due to extraor- 
dinary causes beyond agency’s control, 

: AUTHORSHIP CREDITS 

The contract between agency and writer should specify 

whether or not air credit is to be given to the writer. 
TERMINATION OF SERIES CONTRACTS 

Rights of originating author: Contract between agency and 
a writer who has originated a series—either serial or non-serial 
—should provide for payment of specified fees in the event the 
agency terminates the writer’s contract but continues the series. 

Payment for scripts written in advance: When a contract is 
terminated, the writer should be paid for any scripts already 
submitted in accordance with written instructions. 

ARBITRATION OF DISPUTES 


The American Association of Advertising Agencies, the 


dorse the principle of arbitrating disputes. These organizations 
will be ready at all times to facilitate such arbitration. 


Dale Carnegie on WCAU | GAYLAN DRAKE TO KNX 
Slee oe ae 2 eee 
By Correspondence School, 











San Francisco, July 15. 

It is expected here that Fletcher 
Wiley, housewives’ delight, will 
shortly retire from his participating 
Protective League show which has 
been a daytimer on KNX, Los An- 
geles, for several years, with Gaylan 
Drake, his hired counterpart on 
KSFO, San Francisco, stepping into 
the master’s shoes. Wiley currently 
is on vacation, with Hugh Gibson 
pitch-hitting. 

Who'll take over Drake’s 15 KSFO 





Philadelphia, July 15. 

Dale Carnegie, author of ‘How to 
Win Friends and Influence People,’ 
will be sponsored by International 
Correspondence Schools on a half- 
hour weekly recorded series to be 
given a 13-week test over WCAU, 
local Columbia _ outlet. Self-im- 
provement advocate will do a short 
talk for each chapter, followed by 
interviews with workers in different ! 
jobs. N. W. Ayer is the agency. 





. Saas .-| tossup between Gibson and Gordon 
day nights, beginning Oct. 2 and, if 
successful, will be extended to Fay gas of Frisco office of Ra- 
other cities. Idea of ICS is to plug|“° °@©s- 

its mail courses by ballyhooing in- 
terest in various different lines of 
employment. Results will be judged 
according to the actual financial re- 
turns from inquiries and enroll- 
ments, rather than mail response or 
popularity rating. 


AFRA HITCH IN WMCA’S 





Invades Enemy Area 


San Francisco, July 15. 
Florida Citrus Commish is invad- 


minute ET-spots on KSFO. 
Placed by Arthur Kudner, 
N.. &. 


Inc., 


| i j sig is iev | 
Series will be heard 7-7:30 Thore- Choice Frisco assignment is believed | 


ing the Frisco market with 65 one- | 


KRNT-KSO IN 
IBEW CONTRACT 


Chicago, July 15. 

Charles Warriner, president of the 
local of the Associated Broadcast 
Technicians Unit of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
and national business manager Russ 
Rennaker, last \-eek concluded terms 
for technicians with Des Moines Reg- 
ister-Tribune stations, KRNT and 
KSO. 

On the new deal, 
through Luther Hill, adjustments 
were made retroactive to May 
1 and call for salary increases up 
to 30%, vacations with pay, sick 
benefits and a closed shop. 


N.A.B. Sales Mgrs. In 
Revamp of Its Exec 
Committee of 7 Reps 





negotiated 





Sales Managers Division of the 
National Association of Broadcasters 
has so revised its seven-man execu- 
tive committee as to allow a wider 
representation of station levels and 
networks. Eugene Carr, of WGAR, 
Cleveland, is the chairman. 

John M. Outler, Jr., WSB, Atlanta, 
will represent the large stations; E. 
Y. Flanigan, WSPD, Toledo, the me- 
dium and Robert MacKenzie, WCMI, 
Ashland, Ky., the smaller outlets. 
Arthur H. Hayes, of WABC, N. Y,., 
will be CBS’ delegate; George F. 





‘Frey, NBC’s and Linus Travers of 
Radio Writers’ Guild, and the Authors’ League of America en- | 


the Yankee Network, Mutual’s. 





|sponsors here is still up in the air. | 


IBEW COMPLETES PACTS 
WITH WCFL AND WGRC 


Associated Broadcast Technicians, 
radio technician unit of the Inier- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers (AFL), signed contracts 
covering engineers at stations last 
week. One pact is with WGRC, New 
Albany, Ind., and the other is with 
WCEL, Chicago. 

Deal with WGRC covers men in 
the studios at Louisville and calls for 
union shop, vacations with pay and 
wage boosts up to about 15%. Steve 
Cisler, president, signed for the 
station. Contract with WCFL in- 
volved a raise of about 10% over the 





previous. flat scale. Walter Reed 
| represented ABTU on both agree- 
ments. 








‘Prizes and Penalties’ 





Regina, Sask., July 15. 

‘Prizes and Penalties,’ half-hour 
quiz and stunt show aired over 
CJRM, Regina, weekly, now takes 
place on the stage of the Rex thea- 
tre each Friday. Western Furs, Ltd., 
sponsors. 

Fred Luce of the sales department 
of CJRM is m. c. 











MIDNIGHT REVUE PLANS 


Walter Craig, program director of 
WMCA, New York, has made in- 
quiries of the American Federation 
of Radio Artists on the scale that 
would apply to vaudeville turns ap- 
pearing on a 11-12 p.m. live talent 
revue. Craig has been thinking in 
terms of a bill running to perhaps 
| eight acts or more. 
| AFRA interpretation that the full- 
|hour rate would have to be paid 
leach perforrer conflicted with 
Craig’s idea that, by using the turns 
only briefly, the quarter-hour rate 
could apply. Not certain whether 
AFRA ruling shoots the price too 
high for WMCA. 

Craig hoped to have a midnight 
show to mark WMCA apart from the 
regular diet of dance music on the 
other stations. 





Bombers are needed .. . 





Markets Sponsor Healey 


Schenectady, N. Y., July 15. 

Col. Jin Healey, who recently be- 
gan a series of news commentaries, 
and philosophy over WGY at 6:45 
a.m., thrice weekly, for Union-Les4- 
er tobacco, will launch another for 
Central Markets (operating a chain 
of super markets in Northeastern 
New York) on WTRY, Troy, July 21. 
This will be a thrice-weekly affair 
on the 6:30-6:45 p.m. block. 

Leighton & Nelson is the agency 
for Central Markets. 


Radia, Inc. 





KNOXVILL 


5000 W. Day; 500 Night 


Cc. P. Granted 5 
10,000 W. Fulltime 











E, 


Affiliated with Knoxville News-Sentinel 





and bombers need aluminum. Other de- 
fense needs, too, send out pressing demands for this vitel metal. 


In answer, the Aluminum Company of America steps up pro 
duction at its Alcoa plant, just 12 miles from Knoxville. The plant size 
is being doubled, the personnel more than doubled .. . and operation 
continues every hour of the week. 


Aluminum, the life of the defense program, megns new life for buy- 
ing power in the Knoxville area .. . a buying power reached and sold vs! 
Tennessee's oldest radio station, owned and operated by Scripps-Howar 





TEN NESSE 


National Representative 


The Branham Company 
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ROM alarm clocks to zithers, the high 

cost of distribution is affecting every man- 
ufacturer in every industry. Sales may ex- 
pand, but with rising labor and raw material 
costs, and retail price ceilings, profit mar- 
gins are in danger of extinction. 

The answer to this ‘‘production-price- 
profit’’ problem is not higher prices to the 
consumer, as many manufacturers have 
learned... 

The answer is /ower distribution costs. 

Radio has proved the most economical 
way to move goods from producer to con- 
sumer, and the Blue Network is the natu- 
ral choice for a manufacturer who wishes 
to lower his cost of distribution right now. 

Why pick the Blue, you ask? For four 


very good reasons. 


National Broadcasting Company : 




















= 


You'll be MarkET-Wise. The Blue covers 

the places where you can sell in greatest 
volume at a profit. The Blue concentrates 
its coverage in Money Markets, where the 
nation’s buying power is heaviest. 


You'll be Power-Wise. The Blue is thrifty 

with power. Where some other networks 
offer a larger number of 50 kw stations, 
the Blue concentrates its high-power sta- 
tions in the areas where power is most 
needed —conserves it elsewhere. 


You'll be BuoGet-Wise. The Blue’s con- 
centrated coverage and its famous ‘‘Blue 
Plate’ discount plan combine to give you 
national coverage at the lowest cost of any 
medium entering the home. You can now 
‘go national’ on a modest budget, which 


THE SHOW “BUY” OF THE MONTH— “SPIN AND WIN WITH JIMMY FLYNN”. . 
. Fun, music, prizes, everything but the popcorn. 


BLUE NETWORK Saturday 9:00-9:30 P. M. (NYT) 


carnival atmos phere ee 


camps, this popular show ts thea vie the 


—and watch your cost 
of distribution DROP! 


~~ GS 







means you have more left to spend for 
your program. 


You'll be ProGram-Wise. First, because 

the Blue’s editorial policy stresses the 
finest schedule of news, sports and public 
service programs on the air. Second, be- 
cause Blue commercials (as proved by their 
evening CAB average of 10) have built an 
audience as loyal as it is large, and cost 
their sponsors 44% less per quarter hour 
than their major network competition. 


HUS, in a nutshell (or two): On the 

Blue you get effective coverage of produc- 
tive markets at profitably low cost. Buy Blue 
and you take that first major step toward 
lower distribution costs—and more ‘‘sales 
thru the air with the greatest of ease.’’ 


A Radio Corporation of America Service 


. A fast-moving quiz program in a 
. Now touring the army 











SEE 2 roadcasting, Radie 
Daily, Sales Management 
and Tide for the reat of 
thie picture! 
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‘One-Way Voltaire’ Charge Is Denied 
By Wheeler; Was Craney’s Own 


Idea to Bar Winchell in Montana 





Washington, July 15. 

Accusations of one of the war in- 
tervention lobbies that Senator Bur- 
ton K. Wheeler, uncompromising 
Montana isolationist, brought about 
turn-down of the Walter Winchell 
feature by Ed Craney, owner of 
three plants in his home state, drew 
a flat denial last week. Through one 
of his secretaries, the Democratic 
solon, who has denounced radio for 


WHAD 


90,000 WATTS 
LOUISVILLE 
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Sales 
ower 
inthe 
“opportunity 
market” 
ofthe | 
nation 


Ask any. Edw. Petry office 
for more information about 
WHAS, one of the sixteen 
CBS 50,000 watt: stations. 


;giving too much of a break to war- 
'mongers, said emphatically he had| 
| nothing to do with Craney’s action 
'and had only sketchy knowledge of 
|it in advance. 


The Winchell charges echoed in a 


Great Falls paper, came from Fight 
for Freedom, Inc. Peter Cusick, 
secretary of the outfit, defended 


Wheeler’s right to speak anywhere 
he wants but in pulling the old Voi- 
taire precept added the Senator 
should concede his opponents the 
same privileges. 

Craney told Wheeler some time 
ago he was thinking of taking Win- 
chell off his three outlets (KGIR, 
Butte: KRBM, Bozeman, and KPFA, 
Helena), according to one of Wheel- 
er’s closest friends. The Senator 
gave no personal comment and 
Craney took the action entirely on 
his own hook, intimates of the solon 
insist. 

Repercussions in Montana 


Petitions urging the FCC to re- 
voke the licenses of three Montana 
stations that recently dropped the 
Walter Winchell program are being 
circulated by the Great Falls (Mont. ) 
News and other papers in the state, 
according to Fight for Freedom, Inc., 
of New York. 

It is claimed by the News editor 
that the polls of Montana voters 
showed that a substantial majority 
of those who supported Wheeler at 
the last election would not do so 
again. Besides the News, other Mon- 
tana papers that have editorially at- 
tacked Wheeler include the Glasgow 
Messenger, and the Western News, 
of Hamilton. 











WKRC At Peace 


Continued from page 27 








Labor Board petition and admission 
of all its members into AFRA. 

Immunity from punishment or re- 
prisal by AFRA of all performers 
who continued to work on WKRC 
during the strike. 

Mediation of all other issues by 
William H. Davis, of the U. S. 
Mediation Service, or someone ap- 
pointed by him. 

Mediation sessions are expected to 
get under way within the next couple 
of days, with AFRA in the mean- 
while resuming organization efforts, 
interrupted by the WKRC strike, at 
other Cincinnati stations. At a mass 
rally tonight at the Gibson hotel the 
terms of the agreements with WKRC 
and Mutual will be explained by 
Emily Holt, national executive sec- 
retary, who will remain here to con- 
duct the organizing campaign, and 
George Heller, associate executive 
secretary, who planed in from New 
York today, will speak. 





Same For NBC, CBS 

It was indicated at the AFRA na- 
tional headquarters in New York 
yesterday (Tuesday) that the union 
would probably offer both NBC and 
Columbia the same compulsory *ar- 
bitration agreement that had been 
reached with Mutual. 


DIZZY DEAN CALLS ’EM 


Eccentric Ballplayer Hired In St. 
Louis Sports Rivalry of Beer Spon 








St. Louis, July 15. 

Herman Jerome ‘Dizzy’ Dean, erst- 
while pitcher and coach for the Chi- 
cago Cubs, made his debut as a base- 
ball gabber and analyst Thursday 
(10) over KWK for Falstaff Brewing 
Co. in a deal set by the Sherman K. 
Ellis Agency, Chicago. Optioned up to 
30 months at $25,000 for the span, 
deal returns ‘Dizzy’ Dean to the burg 
in which he gained his greatest base- 
ball laurels. 

In his own peculiar interpretation 
of the English language he socked 
over his first play-by-play, when the 
Browns and Yanks engaged in a 
night contest here. It was just an- 
other breeze for Diz. 


KRAFT ORDERS 
BLUE 14-HOUR 


Kraft Cheese Co. has given the 
NBC-Blue an order for the Sunday 
7:30-8 p.m. period starting in Sep- 
tember. 

The program, which is_ being 
readied by the Needham, Louis & 
Brorby agency of Chicago, will plug 
Parkay Margarine. 


Lady Esther Account Has 
Hopes Freddy Martin Can 
Start Series in the East 


Lady Esther still has hopes of get- 
ting Freddy Martin into New York 
for the debut of his commercial se- 
ries on CBS Aug. 4. The Music 
Corp. of America is in a booking 
tangle with the Ambassador hotel, 
where Martin is now spotted, and if | 
MCA can effect a release from his | 
contract he will be booked into a| 
New York hotel. A second choice, 
as far as the account is concerned, 
would be a Chicago spot. 

Advertiser would like to have the 
band in one of these two towns be- 
cause of the permanent stand of the 
femme who does the Lady Esther 
plugs on the program. She wants 
to stay in New York and even if 
the band originated from Chicago 
she could still be conveniently cut in 
from this point. With the band on 
the Coast, the wire circuit would 
have to be reversed each time the 














| his conferences with the network | 





program got around to the blurb. 





Chicago, July 15. 
William Nelson has been added to 
the promotion 
is his first radio job. 
He is the son of Ed Nelson, time 
buyer for the Wade ad agency here. 





Swing Back July 25 

Raymond Gram Swing, Mutual 
commentator currently airing from 
London, will return to this country 
via clipper on July 25. 

He’ll take to the ether the same 
night to resume his regular White 
Owl series. 








Clifford Goldsmith’s contract as 
writer of ‘The Aldrich Family’ ex- 
pires this fall and the new agree- 
ment which he intends to negotiate 
with General Foods via Young & 
Rubicam: will change his status. In- 
stead of continuing on Y&R’s pay- 
roll as the writer GoJdsmith wants 
to become the outright owner of 
the show. Under such an arrange- 
ment he would be dealing with the 
account on a package basis, taking 
over the responsibility of paying 
for the cast and the direction. 
Under the present contract Gold- 
smith holds the exclusive right to 
the authorship of the ‘Aldrich’ 
scripts. The ‘Aldrich’ series started 
on the Kate Smith show (CBS) 
during the 1938-39 season and in 
July, 1939, it went on NBC as a 
half-hour stanza. 











Goldsmith Wants Package Status 


Author of ‘Aldrich Family’ Seeking Revision of 


Relationship with General Foods 
a + 





TOOTHPASTE’S RADIO EXEC 


Starkist Already Sponsors Some 15 
Local Amateur Programs 








San Antonio, July 15. 

Jack Chapman, formerly with the 
sales staff of station WQAI has been 
appointed radio sales director of the 
Starkist Flotation Toothpaste Co. 
Chapman will travel throughout the 
United States building broadcasts 
for the toothpaste. 

At the presen* time outfit is using 
amateur hours on about 15 stations 
in Texas and Louisiana. 





Port Arthur, Texas—Recent addi- 
tions to the announcing staff at sta- 
tion KPAC is Herb Dahlen and 
Howard Fisher. Fisher comes from 


yore | what 
William Nelson Breaks In| working model, is the set of pro-| 


—-——» 


Music-and-Advertismg by Wire 
For Westchester County Grocers 











‘Monopoly’ Delay? | 


Continued from page 27 














derstanding between ‘the three major 
chains was reflected by negotiators 
who still have not tried to find out 
just what sort of modification might 
be agreeable to FCC Chairman 


James L. Fly. 
At a hushed-up meeting under 
Wheeler’s sponsorship, Fly told 


Niles Trammell and Frank M. Rus- 
sell of NBC he would be glad to 
have somebody request a stay of the 
effective date (now set at Aug. 2) 
and will be sympathetic to a peti- 
tion for delay since there seem to be 
brighter prospects of mutually-ac- 
ceptable substitutes for some of the 
hotly argued commandments. 
Question remaining unanswered, 
though, is whether the chains would 
waive—even tacitly—any of their 
rights to go into court with a chal- 
lenge of the FCC’s jurisdiction and 
the validity of the rules. If they sit 


down with the Comimsh to try for a | 


modification, some industry lawyers 
fear they would be signing away 
some of their legal rights. Fly is 
said in some quarters to have de- 
clared the Commish will not take 
advantage of the demurring broad- 
casters. 

The wisdom of the present course 
being, follows in search for a settle- 
ment is questioned by some in in- 
dustry circles. Instead of spending 
a lot of time trying to work out 
some peace plan among themselves, 
the fighting chains ought to huddle 
first with Fly and ascertain on just 


what terms he might be willing to | 


trade. Instead of doing this, the net- 
works appear to be counting on Sen- 


ator Wheeler to carry the ball for | 


them, thinking the Montana Senator 
is more with them than against them 
and that he can practically command 
Fly to back down. 
At this stage, 
have been completely convinced that 
option time should not be wholly 
verboten but still isn’t sold on the 
need for any exclusivity in web- 
affiliate arrangements. He may 


string along on some compromise al- 


lowing exclusive ties in cities where | 


there are enough good plants so that | § 


every chain has an outlet, though in | 


people he still questions if public in- | 
terest is served by denying 
pendent-owned stations the right to | 


obtain programs from more than one | Bag 


skein. 
The possible settlement, 
is being used 


at least 
currently as 


posed alternative rules that Louis G. 
Caldwell offered the Commish last 


st f WLS. hi | fall when oral argument took place. 
sag ¢ . 'S | Chief feature of these would be a 


quantitative limit on the amount of 
option time—the MBS attorney did 
not recommend any specific figure— 
and allowing exclusivity only in 
places where every web has facili- 
ties that are qualitatively compara- 
ble. (similar power and frequency 
assignments). This would mean on 
the present basis exclusivity in cities 
with four high-powered plants, | 
though the exact figure probably 
couldn’t be written into the rules be- 
cause of the chance another combo 
might come along. A similar quanti- 
tative limit might be placed on net- 
work ownership of outlets, though 
Mutual isn’t as concerned about that 
phase. 

Most of the talk so far has dealt | 
with the questions of exclusivity and 
option time. There have been brief 
discussions about network ownership | 
but none about dualism and the fate | 
of NBC’s Blue skein. Latter seems | 
to be something between NBC and | 
the Commish, with Mutual and CBS | 
both agreeing on a single network | 
policy. 





Aluminum For Defense 


Springfield, Mass., July 15. 

Officials of the three local radio 
stations have been enlisted to assist 
in publicizing the ‘aluminum for de- 
fense’ drive here. Appointed to the 
publicity committee were Albert W. 
Marlin of WMAS, Wayne Henry 
Latham of WSPR, and H. E. Randol 
of WBZA. 

The trio will arrange spot an- 
nouncements and regular broadcasts 
in behalf of the drive. 





Hazel Scott comes from Ritz, Bos- 
ton July 20 for Ed Sullivan's Silver 








KFDA, Amarillo. 





program. Sylvia Froos for the 27th. 


Wheeler seems to | 


+ —_— 


Storecasts, the newly created or- 
ganization which sells spot an- 
nouncements on wired radio, has al- 
ready tied up three supermarkets in 


Westchester County, N. Y. Latter 
are the larger White Plains stores 
in the First National Grocery chain. 
Storecasts’ big selling argument is 
that through its medium the adver. 
tiser for the first time has a chance 
to talk to the prospective customer 
at the point of sale, in other words 
while in the store. 

The project entails no expense to 
the store, nor does the grocer share 
in advertising revenue. His benefit 
is that shoppers are entertained with 
musical fare while on premises. 

The wired service in the three 
White Plains stores is Muzak’s. 
Storecasts pays Muzak a flat fee for 
the service to the store. 
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@ ORPHANS OF DIVORCE 
(Dr. Lyons) 


® JUST PLAIN BILL (Anacin 
and Just Plain Bill) 


® MOTHER O’MINE 
Baby Food) 


(Clapp’s 
@ DRAMA BEHIND THE 

NEWS (American Chicle Co.) 
e@ EASY ACES (Anacin) 


e | LOVE A MYSTERY 
(Fleischmann’s) 


@ INNER SANCTUM (Carter 


Medicine) 


You’re in Good Company 


on the Blue Ribbon Station 
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CANADIAN SPOT BIZ SHIFTS 





1.5, SALES: REPS 
FFLING PING 


War Conditions, Establish- 
ment of Canadian 
Branches of American 
Firms, and CBC’s Bargain 
Rates for Hook-Ups All| 
Adversely Affecting Spot 
Placements From Yank | 
Side | 


50% OFF? 





Siation reps report that the spot | 
business booked out of the States on 
Canadian stations for the past six 
months has been 50% under what 
it was for the like period of 1940. 
One rep stated last week that where- 
as his Canadian business a year ago 
represented 25% of his gross that 
end of his bookings is now down to 
the point where it figures less than 
5% of his gross overiurn. 

The American reps with Dominion 
station alliances credit the drastic 
downbeat in spot expenditures from 
this side to three things. They are: 

1. Defense requirements in Can- 
ada have curtailed many normal in- 
dustries and stemmed the fiow of 
money for imports with the result 
that American manufacturers have | 
been discouraged from advertising | 
their wares in the Dominion. 

2. Many American concerns have 
established branches in Canada and | 
it has become almost an axiom that | 
as soon aS a branch manager has got | 
himself established to the _ point 
where he thinks he knows the ter- 
ritory’s merchandising problems he 
demands that he be allowed to place 
his own advertising. 

3, The Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. has put its price for station 
hookups so low that advertisers in 
the States have found it more eco- 
nomical to buy such a hookup from 
the CEC than to place their business 
on a spot basis. For instance, for 
the same money that an American 
station rep would require for the 
§rst 13 markets an advertiser can 
now buy in a CBC hookup not only 
these same 13 markets but 14 others, 
making altogether 27 markets. 





| 
| 
| 
| 


SEEKS WAVE VACATED 
BY KXYZ, HOUSTON 


Houston, July 15. 

H. C. Cockburn, real estate and 
oil man is seeking the facilities va- 
cated by station KXYZ here in al! 
recent power and wave length move 
granted by the Federal Communica- 
tions Commissions to KXYZ. 

Cockburn has applied to the FCC 
for a new fulltime station, regional. 
to operate here with 1,000 watts on 
1,470 kilocycles under the name of | 
the San Jacinto Broadcasting Co. | 

Besides KXYZ, this city has KPRC | 
and KTRH. 





WHYN, Holyoke, Debuts | 


| 


Supplementary Studios | 


Holyoke, Mass., July 15. 
Studios of WHYN at the trans- 
mitter in South Hadley Falls were 
dedicated formally Sunday after- 
noon (13) with a program which in- 
cluded music by the Army Base Glee 
Club of Boston, the 19lst Cavalry 


band from Fort Devens, and a 
double quartet from the Boston 
army base. 


Charles N. DeRose, station man- 
ager, and the staff held open house 
throughout the day. 





Steubenville Sets Rep 


Steubenville, O., July 15. 





WSTV, Steubenville, O., has ap- 
a International Radio Sales as 
on sonal representative, effective 

mecintely, 

‘Station operates on 1340 kilocycles, 
sa 250 watts power unlimited | 


Everett Station Readying WIR MAN HELPS CKLW | 
- OUT OF ENGINEER CRISIS 





Everett, Wash., July 15. 
Construction of studios and trans- | 
mitter of KEVE, new 500 watt sta- | 
tion here, is proceeding with build- | 
ing expected to be completed by, 








Detroit, July 15. 
George Funkey, remote engineer 
for CKLW which handled the Amer- 
ican-National League annual All- 


Aug. 10. New station will be on/ Star game for Mutual, was suddenly 
1460 ke, Lloyd Walgren will be gen-| stricken with colitis and hurriedly 
eral manager, and Cliff Hansen, now | off to the hospital just kefore the 
news editor at KOL, Seattle, opera- | geme. 


tions manager. 


In the emergency, WJR (CBS), 


Present plans call for much local | loaned out its remote engineer, Ken- 


production, news periods on the 
hour and hour, and remote lines 
several nearby towns. 
Western Electric transmitter is being 
installed. | 


half | neth Neubrecht, who as a_ night 
into| worker was roused out of bed and 
A 1,000 watt | hurried into the game. 





San Antonio—Jerry Lee has been 


Everett is about 30 miles north of | added to the announcing staff of sta- 


Seattle. 


tion WOAT. 





hould Be Asked 


Washington, July 15. 

Radio doesn't of the 
Government cash being spent to 
finance advertisements to attract 
navy recruits, defense workers, etc., 
the National Association of Broad- 
casters executive committee so de- 
clared itself on Monday (14), Any 
demand for payment for radio pro- 
grams boosting defense activities 
‘might restrict rather than enhance 
the most effective utilization of 
broadcasting during the present 


want any 


No Charge for Defense Programs 
or Expected —N.A.B 





emergency’ industry spokesmen de- 
| cClared. 

Committee suggested stations 
,should continue donating facilities 
but should also blow radio’s own 
horn by informing listeners that all 
Government and defense programs 
are being carried without cost to 
taxpayers. 





Florence George on Kraft show 
July 24. Her husband, Everett 
Crosby, agented the deal. 














“MEET HUGH MOORE AND FAMILY” 


The family of Hugh Moore of Franklin County, Kentucky is repre- 


sentative of the progressive WLW rural audience in the famed Blue 
Grass region. Mr. Moore is a member of the Franklin County Farm 
Bureau and his wife is active in the Homemakers Club of the com- 


Thirteen-yeer-eld Anne Meore 
is shown here taking « few 
minutes ef relexation efter « 
busy day st Bridgeport High 


munity. 


The Moores have two grown children, Barbara 19, who is a 
junior at Kentucky State University and Hugh, Jr. who is 23 and is et 
present Secretary-Treasurer and chief clerk of the Franklin County 


Agricultural Conservation Association. . 


Although the Moores live over a hundred miles southwest of 
Cincinnati, they depend upon the clear channel facilities of WLW 
to bring them their favorite programs of entertainment, news, 
weather and stock market reports. 


When it cores te radie entertain- 
ment the tastes of the Moore 
family parallel closely. Mr. and 
| Mrs. Moore and Anne spend many 
| enjoyable evenings together lis- 
fening to their favorite WLW pre- 
grams—such programs es The 
Boone County Jamboree, Plen- ~ 
tation Party and Walter Winchell’s 
Jergens Journal. 








INDIANA | 
| 


CINCINNATI 





OHIO 









The fect that the rich bive 
grass soil is excellent for 
raising strawberries is at- 
fested to by Mrs. Moore whe 
is shown here gathering the 
berries for «@ shortcake. For 
relaxation, Mrs. Moore turns 
te WLW for her favorite pro- 
grams, among which are Ma 
Perkins and One Man's 
Family. 








REPRESENTATIVES: New York — Transamericen Broadcasting & Television Corp. 


School where she is « sophe- 

more. The WLW pregrams 

which perticulerly meet with 

Anne's apprevel ere Light of 

the World and Fibber McGee 
and Melly. 





ee Ed 

























FERAL? 


Hugh Moore and his fine team ef mules are seen here in a tobacco field that will yield 
@ crop next August fer the cigarettes ef the nation. Like off farmers in the WLW erec, 
Mr. Moore is particulariy interested in the weather and steck market reports that ore 
broadcast by the Natien's Station et times when it is convenient fer the farmer to listen. 


Chicago — WLW, 230 N. Michigan Avenue. 


Sen Francisco — International Radic Sales. 


THE NATION'S 
most Wlerchanidise-able 





STATION 
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32 RADIO 
From the Production Centres 





IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Harold J. Kratzert, chief engineer, and Marshall Shantz, announcer, of 
WJTN, Jamestown, N. Y., assigned again to handle coast-to-coast NBC 
broadcasts of the Chautauqua Symphony Orckestra....George Zachary 
and Marian Shockley (Mrs. Zachary) to Cape Cod for brief visit.... 
Anthony Ross, cop of in the legit ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ playing a gang- 
ster in WOR-Mutual’s serial, ‘We Are Always Young’....Zita Johann 
added to same cast....Enny De Vries, continental singer formerly on 
WWRL., added to NBC’s short-wave ‘French Hour’ series....Leola Beulow 
taking holiday from scripting for World Broadcasting to sit in on prep- 
arations for thé tryout of her legit play, ‘Thank Your Stars,’ at Goshen 
(N.Y.) Community playhouse, for a week starting Monday (21)....Sandra 
Gould to the Coast for screen test and to line up stores to handle her 
jewelry designs. ...Mutual network headquarters in New York opened its 
own mailing room, distinct from WOR’s, in charge of Ed Gross. 

Lyn Murray making another series of musical spot recordings for Swan 
soap ... Laurence S. Harding out of hospital and assisting Earle McGill 
on production of ‘Millions for Defense’ .. . Also collaborated with Wendell 
Adams on a new song, ‘Daybreak,’ published by Marks ... Kay Wiley, 
ingenue of the Studio Players, dramatic group at WWRL, appearing in the 
Jean Muir-Sanford Meisner strawhat troupe at Suffern, N. Y... . Ross 
Sisters doing new five-weekly series on NBC-Blue (WJZ). 

Billy Hillpot, NBC-Blue program exec, vacationing at Squam Lake, N. H. 
... Phil Carlin, NBC-Red program director, back from Guilford (Conn.) 
fishing vacation, and Tommy Velotta, his assistant, goes away this week. 
««. The Robinsons, choral octet, doing new Sunday morning series on 
WINS ... Patti Chapin doing vocal series Saturday afternoons from WTIC, 
Hartford, on NBC-Red ... ‘Behind the Mike’ off the air for two weeks, 
with ‘Stars in the Afternoon’ replacing it Sunday afternoons on NBC- 
Blue... William Wilgus producing new ‘Allen Prescott’ variety show on 
WJZ-NBC, with Lee Bloomgarden assisting on the script. 

‘Cavaleade of.Literature,’ recorded Shakespearean series by Maurice 
Evans, John Barrymore, John Gielgud and the Orson Welles-Mercury 
Theatre troupe, being aired Saturday nights by WNYC ... Next Wednesday 
(23) night’s ‘Millions for Defense’ show will have Alexander Woollcott, 
Irving Berlin, Helen Jepson, Albert Spalding and Ilka Chase from the east, 
with Abbott and Costello and Raymond Massey from the Coast...‘Sher- 
lock Holmes’ returns Oct. 5 to NBC-Red for Bromo-Seltzer. 

Paul Talbot in cast of new ‘Aunt Jenny’ series, running several weeks. 

. Florence Reed starred in tonight’s (Wednesday) ‘Grand Central Sta- 
tion’... Al Shean tops next week’s (23) cast ... Ira Ashley directs the 
series ... Bill Jefferay, WAAT announcer, to marry Audrey Druhmel, a 
Powers model ... Ted Bates left Shursday (10) for three weeks of fishing 
off Newfoundland . . . ‘Deadline Dramas’ goes off WEAF-NBC after this 
Sunday (20) night’s show. 

Bob Kieve, the Harvard stude who works summers in the WAAT special 
events department, appointed publicity director of Intercollegiate Broad- 
casting System, the chain of intra-university wired radio stations... 
Clarence Fuhrman orch, with Bonnie Stewart vocaling, doing ‘We Present’ 
program Wednesday nights out of KYW, Philly, via NBC-Red ... Gloria 
Whitney, former Russ Morgan vocalict, doing two-a-week series on WHN. 
... Bill Stern cruising up the Sound for three weeks ... Jack McCarthy 
subbing on his sports shows. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner guesting tomorrow night (Thursday) on ‘Sky 
Over Britain’ on WOR-Mutual . . . Clarence Menser, NBC production di- 
rector, to Coast for a couple of weeks ... James M. Minifie, chief of the 
N. Y. Herald Tribune office in London, currently on sick leave in New 
York, will take over the Raymond Gram Swing -pot on WOR-Mutual next 
Tuesday-Wednesday (22-23) ... Swing is due back July 25 in the U. S. 
... Lewis Titterton, NBC script head, on jury duty . . e Stockton Hellffrich, 
his assistant, to be a father soon... C. J. Ingram, radio editor of the Jersey 
(City) Journal, off the air permanently ... He did ‘Stardust’ series on 
WAAT for nearly 11 years. 

Benay Venuta, who was on the ‘Quizzer Baseball’ for the opening stanza 
two weeks ago, returns effective tonight (Wednesday) for the remaining 
seven broadcasts ... Major Bowes still recuping from operation, so Morton 
Gould continues as replacement ... Ed East dropped his ‘Kitchen Quiz’ and 
‘Breakfest in Bediam’ for two weeks’ vacation, but completing the ‘Colgate 
Spotlight’ series Saturday nights . . . ‘Kitchen Quiz’ returns in September 
for White Rose tea... Mary Mason back from the Coast and to Newport 
for appearance next week in ‘Male Animal,’ then does ‘Maudie’ series for 
Wonder bread, starting Aug. 14... Bert Kalmar, Jr., announcer-actor- 
writer son of the film songwriter, scripting-producing “Tent Show,’ back- 
stage carney story series on WINS Friday nights, starting this week (18), 


with Robert Kerr and Gertrude Crippen rounding out the three-person 
cast, 


IN HOLEYWOOD .. . 


With time on his hands, having completed his Paramount picture and 
his race track at Del Mar not opening until first of next month, Bing 
Crosby decided to stay on Kraft Music Hall beyond his original summer 
exit last week. He now drops off July 31 for his quarterly loafing spell 
and through the season takes five weeks off at his discretion as per con- 
tract....Jerry Lester has been put under a term contract by J. Walter 
Thompson and becomes a regular on Kraft, filling the spot vacated by Bob 
Burns, who heads his own show for Campbell soup. Understand Burns 
will get a buildup as Will Rogers’ successor in his ‘Arkansaw Traveler’ 
eharacter....Hal Block in from the east to write the comedy spots for 
[Eas 
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MAXINE SULLIVAN 


CURRENTLY PERSONAL APPEARANCE 
TOUR OF ONE NIGHTERS 


(Started July 3rd) 





GUEST STAR 


FORD SUMMER PROGRAM 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 24TH 


9 P.M., E.D.S.T. 


DECCA RECORDS 
Personal Management -:- COLUMBIA ARTISTS, INC. 





| guesters on ‘Millions For Defense.’ Lined up for early shots are Charlie 
Chaplin, Burns and Allen, Fibber McGee and Molly, Jack Benny and 
Abbott and Costello....Bob Brewster and Cal Kuhl traded producer jobs 
‘on J. Walter Thompson shows. Kuhl returns to Kraft and Brewster goes 
‘into the control room on the Tommy Riggs Coast show for Old Gold.... 
Blocked in its efforts to broadcast the concerts and operas in the current 
|Symphonies Under the Stars series in Hollywood Bowl, Don Lee tied up 
'the dress rehearsals for the entire Mutual network. Mike picks up the 
‘warmups without benefit of advance preparation or scrips, with Eddie 
Albright on the narration end....Kraft Music Hall renewed for another 
| year. _..David Broekman here for a few weeks to warm up his baton for 
an imminent musical program from the east....Bob Jennings ‘just looking 
over’ the Hollywood scene for the Kastor agency, of which he is the radio 
head....Tom Revere ditto for Benton & Bowles....Crane Wilbur, head 
man on ‘Big Town, cruising in Alaskan waters with the missus....Werner 
Janssen mounts the podium for six programs of Standard Symphony over 
tre Don Lee net when he concludes his South American tour....Don 
Gilman, Don Wilson and Martha Tilton helped KOB, Albuquerque, dedi- 
cate its 50,000-watt transmitter....Bill Goodwin, Wen Niles and Don 
Prindle dug down in the poke for alfalfa acreage in the San Joaquin 
valley. Biggest landowner of the kilocycle high-incomers is Al Pearce.... 
Radio City, Jr., getting a casing from C. L. Menser, of NBC, New York.... 
Jack Benny skimming over the trails to Waukegan, with his film stand-in 
at the wheel. Bill Morrow took the air route to visit his ma in Palatine, 
Ill.....Don Thompson, NBC's special events head in Hollywood, into active 
service as naval lieutenant. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO .. . 


H. M. Jackson, San Francisco lad who is now manager far Radio Sales 
in Chicago, becomes a bridegroom Saturday (19)....the gal is Mary Brooks 
of G. Sumner Lynn agency, N.Y.....KYA extending its remotes far afield 
to cover tour of Dude Martin ranchers, latest pickups being from Redwood 
City and Sonoma....Lois Moran, former film star, waxing operatic at 
Photo & Sound....Eddie House, KROW singing organist, has contributed 
a ditty, ‘Dig Down, Keep 'Em Smiling,’ to the USO....House is author of 
a recently published number, ‘I'm In Love With the Sound Effects Man’ 
....Direct mail exhibit of NBC Hollywood (Bob McAndrews, ex-KPO) 
won first prize at PACA convention in Santa Barbara with KGO-KPO 
(Jack Campbell) coming in second....Gordon Owen, head of Radio Sales, 
booked to speak on ‘Effect of FCC Decisions on Broadcasting’ before 
Financial Statisticians of Frisco this week....Dick Aurandt’s tune, ‘There'll 
Never Be a Blackout of Democracy’ adopted by Pacific Coast Committee 
of USO as themesong....KGO-KPO studios now piping two weekly pro- 
duction shows transcontinentally with inauguration of ‘Open House,’ air- 
ing from the War Department theatre at the Presidio here....second is 
‘Beautiful Music’ with Ricardo’s orch and woman commentator. 

Bus-load of local talent treks to Salinas Friday (18) to entertain and 
be entertained at the annual rodeo. Larry Keating of KGO-KPO will 
m.c. Others participating are Mary Door, Tommy Franklin, KLS; Art 
Fadden, Judy Dean, Ira Blue, Ralph and Sherwood Brunton, KJBS-KQW; 
Paul West, Harlan Dunning, Peggy Foley, KSFO; Bob Bence, KFRC; 
Fred Briggs, Ruth Keator, Carl Neilson, Lillian Holmes, Lou Simon, KYA; 
Lew Keplinger, Jack Patten, KSAN; Will Aubrey, Camilla Romo, Agatha 
Turley, Gladys Simpson, Elizabeth Russell, Sonia Shaw, Babette, Ruth 
Sprague, Wayne & Grant, Lee Strahorn, Kay Barr, NBC; Arthur West- 
lund, KRE....With FCC okay to jump power from 1,900 to 5,000 watts, 
KROW is installing a three-tower directional antenna, said first of its 
kind on the Coast, to beam toward inland territories and cut down waste 
wattage over the Pacific Ocean....KSAN has sold a give-away show to 
Sun Spot, soft drink outfit, calling for handout of 18 six-bottle cartons of 
the beverage nightly. Sponsor has a five-minute slot at 5:10 p.m. during 
which 18 names are called at random from the phone book. To collect 
those named must phone or write for their prize within 24 hours.... 
KSAN has sold a semi-pro live talent show to Blossom Brand Honey, a 
15-minute weekly slot pegged by Holmes & Barton. Quarter uses vocalists 
and a dramatic sketch. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


With Joe Emerson on a short vacash to his North Carolina farm, the 
‘Hymns of All Churches’ program proceeds with the staff choir and Pierre 
Andre as special kibitzer....Frayn Utley of WBBM with femme chatter 
program tagged ‘A Woman’s Viewpoint’... .Stella White, former continuity 
chief for WIND, has authored new 15-minute five-a-week strip titled 
‘Draft Wife’....Ross Davidson, son of announcer David Ross, joins WBBM 
here as spieler for the summer season, returning to the U. of Wisconsin 
in the fall....Frank Parker in to warble for the convention of E. R. Squibb 
firm....Harry Kopf back from quick Wisconsin fishing trip. 


ULMER OUT, SO 
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Jan King, Frances Searle 
In Seattle Partnership 


teamed with Frances Searle, former 
space buyer for the Coast agency, 
to form a new advertising agency, 
Jan King Associates, with offices 
here. Outfit will also act as station 
reps. 

Before assisting P. C. Handerson 
on sales promotion for Goodrich 
rubber, King was manager of KPAB, 
Laredo, Texas. 


Joe Weed Reps WSUN 


WSUN, St. Petersburg-Tampa, has 
appointed Weed & Co. as its national 
sales reps. Assignment became ef- 
fective yesterday (Tuesday). 

Station, which is owned by the 





Washington, July 15. 

The Federal Communications 
Commission last week restored 
KTBC, Austin, Tex., to the one-year 
license category. The station had 
been in bad standing with the com- 
mission as a result of the dummy 
corporations jam whieh forced the 
exit of Rev. James G. Ulmer from 
the broadcasting business. Present 
holders of the KTBC license is the 
State Capitol Broadcasting Associa-' 
tion, Inc., with R. B. Anderson, R. A. 
Stuart and A. W. Walker, Jr., as 
stockholders. 

Main reason which the FCC gave 
|for taking the station out of the 
| temporary license class an ranti So : 
‘it Peat iAP sermons — — St. Petersburg municipality, operates 











Seattle, July 15. 
Jan King, former sales promotion | 
man and_ “station manager, has 


TELEVISION © 
RACKETEERS 
TO JAIL 


Washington, July 15. 

Federal prosecutors last week 
brought about imprisonment of five 
promoters im allegedly selling fraud. 
ulent stock of the Television & Elec. 
tric Corp. of America and Television 
& Projector Corp., first of the suc. 
cessful efforts to prevent mulcting 


investors through sale of paper in 
video equipment firms. Several 
other get-rich-quick schemes in- 
volving either aural or visual radio 
are said to be under investigation, 

Guilty pleas were returned in Fed. 
eral District Court for Eastern Ten- 
nessee after indictments obtained by 
the Securities & Exchange Commis- 
sion and the Justice Department, 
Defendants were accused of vio- 
lating the Securities Act of 1933 by 
misrepresenting the stability of the 
enterprises. Indictment said false 
statements were made concerning 
the earning power of Television & 
Projector, the development of a re- 
ceiver for general home use, and 
listing on the New York Stock Ex-> 
change. Previously the defendants 
were convicted but got a new trial 
from the appellate court because of 
alleged prejudice on the part of 
jurymen. 

Two year sentences were handed 
Harold F. Stone of New York, one of 
the underwriters of the paper, and 
E. T. Shaw, Sam G. Kennedy, and 
John G. Anderson of Knoxville. 





Elias P. Stone of New York, joint 
underwriter, drew 11.months 29 
days. 


In recent years there have been 
several incidents of stock promotion 
on behalf of radio broadcasting and 
manufacturing companies with little 
more than a paper existence and 
fantastically ambitious plans. Lack 
of coordination between the FCC 
and the SEC made it difficult to put 
a stop to these gouges before they 
had brought in considerable sums. 
Understood that now whenever an 
application from a radio or video 
outfit comes in, the SEC checks with 
j the FCC to find out whether the 
promoters are on the up-and-up. 





DORSEY TOPS MILLER 
IN BLOCK’S ELECTION 


Tommy Dorsey has replaced Glenn 

Miller as winner of the semi-annual‘ 
| popularity poll of band leaders, con- 
| ducted by Martin Block, whose re- 
corded ‘Make-Believe Ballroom’ is 
heard over WNEW, New York. Dor- 
sey ran second to Miller in the last 
two polls. 

Third place was won by Jimmy 
Dorsey, with Vaughn Monroe, Benny 
Goodman, Sammy Kaye, Artie Shaw, 
Harry James, Gene Krupa and 
Alvino Rey following in that order. 
Dorsey will guest on ‘Ballroom’ to- 
night (Wednesday). - 











Italy barred NBC newscasts Tues- 
day. Day before CBS was back on 
air from Berlin after two-week spat 
with Axis censors. 
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< t 5,000 watts full time on 620 ke 
was that Ulmer had completely dis- a : tos : ’ 
| associated himself from the opera- | 204 is affiliated with the NBC-Blue. 





Aspertane 


Sponsored by 











| tion and would not be connected 
with it in any way in the future. 

Ulmer had made it a practice of 
inducing local business men and and 
civic leaders to appear as licensee 
while he took over actual control 
and operation of the stations. Most 
of the other stations involved have 
also had their long term licenses re- 
stored. 
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Bessie Love Retirement 
Ends; Appears on BBC 


London, June 29. 
Bessie Love, silent film star, will 
air the lead in Henry James’ story, 
‘Four Meetings.’ - 
It’s her first radio chore this side, 
coming out of retirement in the first 














place to do a picture bit for Warners 
here. 
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WBAL’s 50 Kw. 
Biggest Thing In 
Shrinking Balto 


Baltimore, July 15. 

Network has taken a lacing here 
although local and national spot 
more than held their own. WBAL 
finally completed its extensive ex- 
pansion and went 50,000 watts full 
time this week. 

WCBM: Royal Crown Cola through 
BBD&O, 22 spots a week for 13 
weeks; Kitty Hughes (milinery) 
through Courtland D. Ferguson, 260 
spots; Jos. Amoiski (Philco & 
Norge) through Harry J. Patz, 195 
spots. 

WBAL: Royal Crown Cola through 
BBD&O, 200 one-minute transcrip- 
tions; Ralston Purina Co., via White 
Adv., 57 quarter-hour programs; Md. 
Pharmaceutical Co. (Rem & Rel) 
through Jos Katz, 301 one-minute 
transcriptions; Macfadden Publica- 
tions (Liberty) through Erwin Wa- 
sey, 156 one hundred-word spots. 

WCAO: S. & N. Katz (jewelers) 
through Jos. Katz, renewed seven 
p.m. spots a week; Crosse & Black- 
well through Harry J. Patz, seven 
spots a week for year. 

WFBR: Rockwell Candy through 
Federal Adv., renewed participa- 
tions on women’s programs; Peter 
Paul (Mounds) through Platt-Forbes, 
52 five-minute news periods; Medi- 
cal-Dental Exchange, through Henry 
Kaufman, 24 spots a week. 
| Comparative Unit Count | 











% of 
July 12. July 5. Change. 
Network 7,665 8,210 — 6.6 
BOR 66. es 4,739 4,732 + 0.1 
Nat’] Spot.. 1,936 2,210 —12.4 
Total . cess 14,340 15,152 — 5.4 
(Included: WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, 
WFBR) 





TOURIST ASSOCIATION 
SET ON CKLW, DETROIT 


Detroit, July 15. 

Continuing to show  improve- 
ment national spot business climbed 
better than 3% during the past week 
to hang up a gain of close to 5% in 
the past two weeks. The improve- 
ment here was considered signifi- 
cant by stations for the category is 
the sole one behind the listings of 
1940 and the bettered position is re- 
flective of a more generally sound 
position than a year ago. 

Local business dipped but the loss 
was not considered major since the 
category still is running 2,000 units 
above the previous year’s level at 
this season. Network time also is 
up 700 units over a year ago al- 
though the week showed another re- 
cession. National spot, finally im- 
proving, is approximately 600 units 
off the 1940 pace. However, a con- 
siderable portion of the Detroit skid 


BRADYS AND O’MALLEYS 


Sure and It’s Fine Music They’re 
A-Sponsoring on WDAS, Philly 








Philadelphia, July 15. 

Three firms have purchased 80- 
minute programs of Irish music on 
WDAS starting next week. The 
broadcasts employ the Four Prov- 
inces Irish Orchestra with Station 
Manager Pat Stanton as m.c. The 
new bankrollers are Brady’s, Inc. 
(furniture), Finaren & Haley (paint 
manufacturers}, and the O’Malley 
Coal Company. The contracts are to 
run for 13 weeks. 

The P, Lorillard Company re- 
newed its 15-minute sports program 
handled by Kerby Cushing on KYW, 
to run for an additional 13 weeks. 
The account was placed by Lennen 
& Mitchell. 








| Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 

July 12, July 5 Change. 

Network ees 9,653 10,045 —3.9 

Local -+ee 19,881 20,610 —3.5 

Nat'l Spot.. 4,553 4,429 +2.8 

Total ..,.... 34,087 85,084 —2.8 





HAAN TYLER’S TRIPS EAST 


San Francisco, July 15. 

Haan Tyler, KSFO sales manager, 
off to Chi and Gotham Friday (18) 
on the first of a series of semi-an- 
nual jaunts to eastern markets. 

Will spend a week in each spot, 
headquartering in Petry offices, and 
returning here Aug. 5. 





‘Young Women of All 
Ages’ On KIRO, Seattle, 
For Bests Dept. Store 


Seattle, July 15. 
Business dropped off here the past 
week, due mostly to the summer lav- 
off of some network shows: KOL 
losing ‘Hollywood Whispers’ and 
‘Captain Midnight.’ Local business 





national spots are holding their own. 

KIRO sold Bests, local women’s 
department store a half hour Sun- 
day show for an indefinite run. Pro- 
gram is ‘Young Women of All Ages,’ 
a round table discussion bee. Carroll 
Foster acts as moderator. 

Foster’s ‘Background for War’ 
recap of war news, has been upped 
to four times a week from former 
twice weekly schedule, Ben Tipp, 
jeweler, bankrolls. 


Comparative Unit Count | 








% of 

July 12. July 5 Change. 
Network ,.. 7.185 7,360 —2.4 
Local ..... - 6,833 6,782 +0.8 
Nat'l Spot.. 742 730 +1.6 
ONE kisses » 14,760 14,872 —0.8 


(Included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC) 





WKBH, LaCresse, Wis., last week 
started the ‘Mystery Man’ series for 
General Mills on a basis of five 
quarter hours a week. 
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San Francisco Market Is Perky 


Standard Oil Symphony Hangs in Balance 15 Days 
As KFRC Has Nerves 


San Francisco, July 15. 
Things were boiling on Frisco’s 
radio row this week and it wasn’t 


| the summer heat. 
up a little to partly offset drops and | 


Fletcher Wiley’s Campbell Soup 


| contract, which requires him to give 


up his Housewives’ Protective 
League on KNX, touched off a string 
of changes at CBS here. Galen 
Drake, Wiley’s branch broadcaster 
on KSFO, moves south into his 
master’s Hollywood pitch starting 
Aug. 4. The local 60-minute show, 
with 15 participating sponsors, will 
be continued by KSFO on its own, 
with Gordon Owen coming over 
from Radio Sales for the choice 
chore. 

Owen only recently was respon- 
sible for the establishment of a Ra- 
dio Sales office in Frisco as a re- 
sult of jumping national spot con- 
tracts out of this area 400% in less 
than a year. Chap has an equally 
good record as mike talent and com- 
bination of his twin abilities should 
give KSFO a one-man goldmine. 

At KFRC, Boss Bill Pabst was pre- 
paring to breathe again as the 
Standard Symphony (Standard Oil 





. 














of Cal.) renewal appeared in the 
bag after a 15-day extension during 
which everybody had anxious hours. 
CBS was approached but couldn’t 
see the guaranteed time deal sought 
by the oiler, and for a time it looked 
as though the show might land back 
on NBC Red. KFRC-Don Lee has 
done a magnificent production job 
for Standard during the past year 
and has made every possible con- 
cession, including guaranteed time, 
but the show has still hovered 
around a 3.7 Hooper compared to the 
8 and 9 it used to have on NBC, In 
addition the agency (McCann-Erick- 
son) has planted another of its shows 
(Death Valley Days) opposite the 
last half-hour of the Symph on 
CBS, which caused some frowns. At 
last report, however, contracts were 
ready for the ink. 

| 





| Comparative Unit Count 











% of 
July 12 July 5 Change 
Network ., 8,975 9,005 —0.3 
NS ere 3,964 3,924 +0.8 
Nat’] Spot.. 1,586 1,619 —z2 
Total ...... 14,525 14,548 —023 
(Included: KFRC, KGO, KJBS, 
KPO, KSFO) 
a neeencenrstemat tinny 





AMONG THE TOP 14 HOOPER RATED PACIFIC COAST 
EVENING sHows DON LEE TIES FOR FIRST PLACE 
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Wa Quiz of 
Two Cities 


| Lone Rangef 


a9 p.m. News 


 W-: & Views 


COLUMBIA 


13.2 Signal 
Carnival 


1 WA Tommy Riggs 


10.9 Hawthorne 


NBC RED 


BLE Night Editor 








CAll Richfield 
Renorter 


‘4 Point Sublime 


is reflective of one station having a a FONT ‘Sows. 


wide range of ups and downs <2 ny <ie ee ae Saree it oyree:s 
CKLW: Southeastern Michigan prt: : 
Tourist Association, ‘Wings Over 
Michigan,’ 30 minutes, seven a week, 
four weeks renewal, through Robert 
Powell Agency; Currier Lumber Co., 


Linklerrer in 
Holly word: 


J. B. Hughes 


6. 2 Hollywood 


ti) wr 














‘Dream House,’ musical, quarter 
hour, Sundays, 13 weks, direct. 1 
. es 
Comparative Unit Count areas of Los Ange » 
Be wea ke into considera 
—— oe 1 ee Portland and do not take into 
Network 7,823 1954 —I1.6 San Francisco, Seattle call 
Local +. 12,490 12,976 —3.7 1 kets where Don Lee has prace y 
Nat’l Spot.. 4,718 4,561 +3.4 tion the 28 additional mar 
Total 0. x» 25,021. 25,491 —1.8 those * ‘Free 





This is another good reason why 


exclusive coverage. 
e for the most complete, effective coverage 


to Choose” buy Don Le 
of the Pacific Coast, 


IT’S YAWNY TIME IN UTAH 


Not Much Activity—Some “iz Drops 
Off, Not Much Comes In 








Salt Lake City, July 15. 

This is the season of not much 
doing and the station unit counts 
show it clearly. Typical perhaps is 
the story at the youngest and small- 
est station, KUTA, where the ebb 
and flow includes the dropping of 
some locals compensated by small 
loads of announcements for the Salt 
Lake City Celebration, Hut Sut and 
Thompson Shoe and a renewal on 
Marlin safety razor copy from Cra- 
ven & Heddrick. 


Comparative Unit Count | 


$515 MELROSE AVE., HOLLYWOOD 
THOMAS &. LEE, Pres. 

LEWIS ALLEN WEISS, Vice-Pres. & Gea. Mer, 

JOHN BLAIR & CO., National Representatives 














4 % of 
July 12. July 5. Change. 
| Network 6,524 6,467 +09 
. re 2,213 2,410 —§.2 
Nat'l Spot.. 1,227 1287 —4.7 
——..:... 9,964 10,164 —1.9 


(Included: KDYL, KSL, KUTA) 
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MONEY-BACK 
GUARANTEE! 


On This Outstanding 
Radio Artist 





Colonel 


JIM HEALEY 


ACE NEWS COMMENTATOR 


and Poet-Philosopher — 
xkweweKwr 


No Hooks! No Catches! 
YOU Be the Judge! 


COLONEL JIM 
HEALEY’S OFFER : 


“I WANT A NETWORK ' SPONSOR. 
I don't care how big the network, 
as long as the product merits my 
personal endorsement. 


I'll take a _ thirteen-week contract 
at minimum rates. At the end of 
thirteen weeks, you, the client, must 
feel that I’ve done a good job, must 
renew, or I'll return every last thin 
dime you've paid me!” 


CAN HEALEY 
DO THE JOB? 


Look at the 


RECORD! 


Now Sponsored: 


@ P. Lorillard: Three daytime quar- 
ter hours per week, WGY. 


@ Central (Super) Markets: Three 
evening quarter hours per week, 
WTRY. 


Previous Sponsors: 


@ Sun Oil Co., 6% years. 


Penn Tobacco Co., 2 years. 


@ The Hudson Coal Co., 1 year (NBC 
Red Network). 


@ William W. Lee & Co., 1 year (two 
stations). 


@ Fort Orange Chemical Co., 1 year. 


@ ALSO: Svonsored various 
KNOX GELATINE CO., SAND SPRINGS 
CORP., PETER SCHUYLER CIGARS, 
SARATOGA VICHY SPRING CO. (Seasonal 
Campaigns.) 


stations by 





Twenty-Three Years’ Major 
Newspsaper Experience 


REPORTER 
EDITOR 
COLUMNIST 
kkk kkk ke 


Continuously Sponsored on 
One or More Stations 
1933-1941 











RATES Are RIGHT! 


For Full Particulars Write: 


COZ 
JIM HEALEY 


5 TURNER PLACE 
ALBANY, NEW YORK 











SATURDAY MORNING VAUDE- 
VILLE THEATRE 


With Charles Kemper, Jess Mack, 


Dick Todd, The Polka Dots (4), 
Anita Boyer, Symphonettes (3), 
Joan Shea, Jim Ameche, D’Ar- 


tega’s Orchestra 
Revue 
30 Mins. 
| LEVER (SPRY and RINSO) 
| Saturday, 11:30 a.m. 
| WEAF-NBC, New York 

(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

The vaudeville here is more in the 
title than the show, which is hardly 
different from the established revue 
| format radio has largely adhered to 
up to now. The adjective ‘stream- 
lined’ may explain things. 

First show (12) had seven acts, in- 
cluding m.c. Jim Ameche, and a 
vocal afterpiece. It managed to have 
some novelty via the inclusion of 
impersonator Joan Shea, who did a 
nice jok, and The Polka Dots, four- 
man harmonica band who symphon- 
ically treated the ‘Anvil Chorus,’ 
while Charles Kemper and Jess 
Mack, who will evidently be regu- 
lars on the program, handled the 
comedy end well with byplay based 
on a Times Square traffic incident. 
Other regulars, besides Ameche, are 
Dick Todd, baritone; Anita Boyer, 
singer, and the Symphonettes, femme 
harmony trio. All of them did well 
on the opening program. Todd 
| sounds much like Bing Crosby. 
| In the program’s favor is the show’s 
| pacing, with each act held to a mini- 
|}mum of time. Thus the singers did 
only one number each, and then 
joined together for the ‘Manhattan’ 
finale. This show’s big problem will 
be in the booking if it’s intended to 
give it even a faint resemblance to 
vaudeville. The holding over of the 
comedy team and three singing acts 
leaves the casting director little room 
to give the show new blood every 
week, and there are few novelty acts 
that can be classed as suitable radio 
material. If it’s to be vaudeville, 
where’s the hoofing, jugglers and 
acrobats? What’s most probable is 
that vaudeville will also soon be for- 
gotten on the air and this show will 
be a revue in name as well as in fact. 

Its best chance for popularity is 
its spotting, with Saturday filler its 
only competition. Lots of workers 
home Saturday a.m., and there must 
be plenty of housewives who would 

refer to bend an ear to a song than 

ave their ears bent by the soap 
operas. 

This show also has soap sponsor- 
ship and the commercial copy is 








corny but painless. Scho. 
‘AMERICA PREFERRED’ 
With Pierre Van Paassen, Herbert 


Gaston, Jarmila Novotna, Major 
Alexander de Seversky, Dean Al- 
fange, Edna Ferber, Maurice Mae- 
terlinck, Henry Bernstein, Countess 


Alexandra Tolstoy, David Lu, 
Claude Rains 

45 Mins. 

Sustaining 





Sunday 12 Noon 
WOR-Mutual, New York 


_ Series started Sunday (13) noon 
In cooperation between the Treasury 
Department and Mutual is ostensibly 
to push the sale of defense bonds 
and stamps, but probably also to 
unify even more the American peo- 
ple, particularly the foreign-born | 
| American people. The program is | 
| ‘dedicated to the men and women of | 
many lands who have made America | 
| their home.’ Pierre Van Paassen ex- | 
|plained ‘there are no 





| gram of who believe in 
| Preferred.’ 


|. That’s a rather extensive and in- 
| tangible theme for a radio show, but 
| Sunday’s debut edition measured up 
|to the challenge fairly well, con- 
| sidering everything. As always on 
| a program of this kind, the produc- 
| tion was rough in spots, as the ama- 
| teur and semi-pro broadcasters at- 
| tempted to mesh gears with the in- 
| evitably limited rehearsal. But there 
| were several genuinely moving bits, 
| nearly all provided by show biz pro- 
fessionals, it might be added. Sub- 
sequent stanzas will continue Van 
| Paassen as m.c., with numerous name 
| guests, mostly foreign-born Ameri- 
| Irvin Sulds, of the Treasury | 


‘America 





| cans. 
| Department, is producing. 





| After an intro 

| whose voice, pronunciation and 
| speech characteristics are not dis- 
'similar. to..those of JLeapeld Sto. 


| kowski, there was a thank-you spiel | 
from Washington by Herbert Gaston, 


together statement by Greek-born 
Dean Alfange, Major Alexander de 
Sevefsky spoke at length and in- 
structively on various phases of the 
air defense program, and Edna Fer- 
ber read a terse, vigorous and in- 
spiring plea for religious and racial 
tolerance. 

Maurice Maeterlinck spoke in 
French, with Van Paassen giving a 
paraphrased explanation. Henry 
Bernstein spoke briefly of the value 
of freedom to writers, Countess 
Alexandra Tolstoy mentioned the 
bonds between American and Rus- 
sian art, thought and religion, and 
David Lu, Chinese correspondent in 
Washington, compared the Chinese 
fight to the cause of democracy 
against aggression everywhere.” As 
a fifiale, Claude Rains read a speech 
composed of notable quotes from ad- 








dresses» by Winston Churchill. 


Then Czech-born Jarmila Novotna 
sang an area from Alban Berg’s | 
| ‘Wosseck’ (and later ‘Going Home’ 
from the ‘New World’). After a get- 


| ment, 
preferred | 4nd the 15-minute afterpiece con- 
| Americans,’ but this is to be a pro- | tributed from London by British per- 


j assistant secretary of the Treasury.|the New York 
| pany, suffered equally from the lack 


| 
| 
| 


20 Winks 





Plenty of Gershwin music on 
the New York air last week, de- 
spite the ASCAP ban, in anni- 
versary tribute to the passing of 
the young composer. The small 
stations played records, Mutual 
chipped in from both coasts, and 
no one broadcast the annual 
Lewisohn Stadium concert. Os- 
car Levant was at the piano for 
the Stadium affair and one mu- 
sic critic heralded him as the 
final word on Gershwin. If that 
is so, Levant has done some 
sharpening up the past year, for 
the last time this department 
heard him on the air he stum- 
bled his way through the Con- 
certo. Another critic mentioned 
that the Stadium popularity of 
the ‘Porgy and Bess’ numbers 
indicated that this would be a 
good time to revive the show. 
With whose dough, brother?... 
When Morton Gould does Gersh- 
win what goes ’round and 
‘round may be Gershwin, but 
what comes out is Gould. It was 
pretty bad and the Gershwinites 
will probably never forgive him 
for what he did to ‘Fascinating 
Rhythm.’ David Rose, from 
Hollywood, was more legitimate 
in putting about six Gershwin 
tunes together and delivering as 
written. Linked nicely by or- 
chestration, and well played, it 
made easy listening...At 4 a.m, 
a Philadelphia station sells bi- 
cycles. What kind of kids do 
they have over there?...Dolly 
Dawn is using Mel Allen’s base- 
ball opening...Igor Gorin, the 
singer, is on WGN of a Satur- 
day night. Remember Gorin? 
He was at Metro when Allen 
Jones sang loud, but Igor Gorin 
sang louder than Allen Jones, 
and Nelson Eddy sang louder 
than God. 

Shudders of the week: Those 
Mutual a.m. quarter hour hit- 
and-run band episodes. The bands 
are in and out, and obvious that 
the situation needs attention... 
Martin Block (WNEW) and his 
matinee interviews. A waste of 
time if they’re all like the one 
with Benny Goodman. Band 
leaders are not Fred Allens. 
They need help, and it’s up to 
the guy in charge of the pro- 
gram to see that they get it. 
The boys better give these in- 
terruptions some thought or 
quit interrupting. Dull inter- 
views chase a lot of people. 
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‘BRITISH WAR RELIEF SHOW’ 
Transoceanic 
45 Mins. 
Sunday, 4:15 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

British servicemen may be a lot 
easier to please than American audi- 
ences. And they probably enjoyed 
the half-hour morale-builder staged 
for them by the British War Relief 
Society in New York Sunday (13) 
afternoon. It was mild entertain- 
however, by U. S. standards. 


formers added little. Whole show, 
sponsored in England by the Enter- 
tainment National Service Associa- 
tion (equivalent of the USO) ran an 
hour, but the 15-minutes from Lon- 
don preceding the American partici- 
pation was not carried by NBC. 


New York portion of the broadcast 
was a quickie concoction tossed to- 
gether when the original show slated 
from Hollywood was cancelled. And, 
with nothing but cuffo material to 
work with, preducers Ed Pola 
(NBC) and Merrill Denison (British 
War Relief) had a time. Likewise 
the performers. 


Gertrude Lawrence, the star of the 
proceedings, contributed principally 


QUIZZERS’ BASEBALL 
With Glenda Farrell, Budd Hulick, 
Harry Von Zell 


Quiz 

30 Mins. 

IPANA-SAL HEPATICA 
Wednesday, 9 p.m. 


WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 

It’s the good old summer time 
when network accounts put their ex- 
pense shows under wraps and almost 
anything passes for entertainment. 
This cute littie conceit, a pinchhitter 
for Eddie Cantor, comes by way of 
a small midwest station, and is about 
as titillating to the adrenals as a 
game of parchesi. To make sure the 
listeners are kept awake, those re- 
sponsible for the program have re- 
cruited the stentorian tonsils of 
Harry Von Zell. From him comes a 
steady gibberish about pop balls be- 
ing hit into center field, ‘three 
strikes, you’re out!’ and a flock of 
other baseball nomenclature that 
serves no other purpose but to hold 
wn the franchise to the program’s 
title. 

The mechanics of the program re- 
volves around two teams of partici- 
pants, one captained by Glenda Far- 
rell and representing Sal Hepatica 
and the other, captained by Budd 
Hulick in the name of dear old Ipana 
toothpaste. The questions are graded 
according to their simplicity or diffi- 
culty, with the answer counting any- 
thing from a base hit to a home run. 
The team that collects the most runs 
divvies up $100, while the losing 
team splits $50. 

Neither Miss Farrell nor Hulick 
get much of a chance to cut loose 
with comedy didos or side chatter. 
The pitching of questions is carried 
out with almost dead _ seriousness. 
Peter Van Steeden breaks in occa- 
sionally with a little music. Odec. 


‘A DATE WITH JUDY’ 

With Ann Gillis, Paul McGrath, Mar- 
garet Brayton, Dix Davis, Mercedes 
McCambridge, Bill Goodwin. 

30 Mins. 

PEPSODENT 

Tuesday, 10 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 





Follow Up Comment 


PHFFFFESFFPF +++ ++ +4444 

Gloria Swanson, subbing Saturday 
(12) morning on ‘Voice of Broadway’ 
over CBS for maternitying Dorothy 


Kilgallen, continued the program's 
usual emphasis on the ‘glamor’ of 
show business. Chosen the previous 
Saturday (in a neat bit of timine by 
Miss Kilgailen) as the ‘best dressed 
woman of the week,’ Miss Swanson 
named as her choice for the same 
honors Constance Talmadge. She 
then told several innocuous stories 
about Broadway and Hollywood, in. 
cluding a_ sentimental lollypop 
which, if true, makes a something- 
or-other of Lew Ayres. After being 
interviewed by the announcer, she 
offered as her ‘exclusive news of the 
week’ the revelation that reports 
that Victor Mature and the former 
Martha Stephenson Kemp have sepa- 
rated are untrue. Since personal 
gossip now seems to be acceptable 
on the networks, it’s at least welcome 
to have it in the form of a denial of 
scandal. That’s not quite as bad 
taste. Being an actress of experi- 
ence and skill, Miss Swanson has a 
pleasant and clear voice. 





Phil Spitalny’s Sunday night (13) 
broadcast for General Electric was 
from Pine Camp, Watertown, N. Y., 
before a crowd of 20,000. Working 
in a specially constructed shell on 
the parade grounds, the acoustics 
were surprisingly good. The U. S. 
army men’s ‘welcome’ to the Spital- 
nyites was a parody on ‘Little Brown 
Jug’ which Pvt. Myron Testament 
vocalized preceding the main bur- 
then of the Spitalny concert. Spital- 
ny himself had a deftly arranged in- 
strumental-vocal program, topped by 
an inspirational ‘Onward Christian 
Soldiers,’ appropriate to the Sabbath 
eve. Incidentally, Spitalny like 
Sammy Kaye earlier in the day, 
proves that the restriction of certain 
music works no great handicap on 
him, in particular, since the full, 





(Lord & Thomas) 

As a summer replacement for Rob 
Hope, Pepsodent is trying to get by 
with this slavish and embarrasingly | 
inferior imitation of “The Aldrich | 
Family.’ It’s called ‘A Date with 
Judy’ and, despite a strong cast, 
about the only things to be said in 
its favor are that it probably costs 
very little and suffices to hold the 
network spot (if not the audience) 
until fall. 

Single switch from the ‘Aldrich’ 
pattern is that the juve lead on this 
series is the girl, Judy. Where Henry 
Aldrich has a sister getting in his 
hair, Judy has a kid brother, Ran- 


dolph. Where Henry has a pal, 
Homer, Judy has a chattering gal 
chum. Where Henry has a father 


and mother whom he continually 
drives into a frenzy, Judy has ditto. 
On Tuesday (8) night’s chapter, the 
frenzy-driving took the form of 
spreading, via a ‘newspaper’ printed 
by the kid brother and his pals, a 
story that her mother was eloping 
with on old sweetheart. 

Whole thing wWwas_ unbelievable. 
Characters didn’t seem real, the ac- 
tion wasn’t credible and the mother’s 
phone confab in Judy’s presence was 
improperly motivated. The latter bit, 
the key of the yarn, seemed deliber- 
ately intended to mislead the kid. 
Instead of the proper illusion, the 
listener tended to get a mental pic- 
ture of a couple of collaborators, 
with an old ‘Aldrich’ script open on 
the table, feverishly toiling to cram 
in sufficient plot complications and 
comedy situations. Since the basic 
situation was inherently false, the 
humor tended to be transparent. 
With unconvincing material, the | 
cast was naturally beaten from the 
start. Ann Gillis, as Judy, and Mar- 
garet Brayton, as Mrs. Foster, had no 
recourse but to play up the frivolous 
quality of the parts, as there was no 
other angle to take. But that ac- 
centuated the silly character of the 
whole story. Paul McGrath fared a 
trifle, but only a trifle, better as the 
father, but Dix Davis’ pseudo-adult 
lines as the kid brother were ridicu- 








a sketch, ‘Let’s Elope,’ by Paul 


by Van Paassen, | Phillips, of the NBC scripts depart- | 


ment. It started nowhere and got no- 
where. Miss Lawrence was aided by | 
Alexander Ciark 

Jay C. Flippen and Happy Felton, | 
who succeeded Olsen and Johnson in 


‘Hellzapoppin’ com- |} 


of material. Even in a bomb-shelter 
—or mebbe especially in a bomb- 
shelter—those gags weren’t funny. 
Musical portions of program, pro- 
vided by The Charioteers and Harold 
Stern’s orch (also from ‘Hellz’) and 
singers Mary Small and Barbara 


Mahr, were much better. 


London’s contribution was billed to 
include Jack Buchanan and Gracie 
Fields, but both were unavailable. 
Evelyn Laye, Leslie Henson, Stanley 
Holloway and Maggie Teyte filled in 
with songs and patter. Holloway 
took up most ofehe 15 minutes with 
a lengthy comical poem on Church- 
ill and the British spirit, but the 
difficulties of transmission plus his 
thick Lancashire dialect made at 
tough on American audiences. 

BWR will continue to put on these 
Sunday afternoon shows every few 
weeks. With the quantity of English 
talent available in this country and 
more time to prepare, future pro- 

cams should he hetter. Herb 


|P 





lously stilted. Mercedes McCam- 
bridge played a small girl-friend 
art. 





Bill Goodwin read the Pensodent 


touchingly gallant 


svelte instrumentation lends itself 
well to treatment of standards, clas- 
sics and such ‘popular’ music as is 
radio-licensed. 


Bob Emery is now devoting the 
second half of his ‘Rainbow House’ 
program 11-12 a.m. Saturdays over 
WOR-Mutual to a show by kids from 
the Edwin Gould Foundation, in the 
Bronx, N. Y. That concluding 30 
minutes is mostly by British refugee 
youngsters and is short-waved to 
England via WRUL, Boston. It’s a 
fairly new wrinkle for the seven- 
year-old series. Emery calls_ it 
‘Rainbow ’Cross the Sea.’ As caught 
Saturday (12) morning, the moppets 
seemed already to have shed some of 
their British reserve. Under Emery’s 
skillfully unostentatious spark- 
plugging, they laughed and kidded, 
providing a lively and, at moments, 
interval. High- 
light was supplied by a very young, 
but unquenchable, ex-Viennese lad, 
who with un-British spontaneity, 
shouted a piping ‘there’ll always be 
an England’ message. As the finale 
of the program, the various English 
urchins send greetings to their 
parents. 


—— TD 





commercials, a brief opener, a long 
middle one and an_ interminable 
close. Jerry Schwartz and Aleen 
Leslie get billing as authors. 

WEW 


Hobe. 
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RAYMOND CLAPPER 
With William Hillman 
Comment 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Monday-Thursday, 9:30 p.m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 

New joint comment series four 
nights a week on NBC-Blue (WJZ) 
brings Washington views by Ray- 
mond Clapper, Scripps-Howard col- 
umnist in the Capitol, and the for- 
eign angle by William Hillman, 
editor of internafional affairs for 
Collier’s mag. As heard Tuesday 
(8) night, it was only fair, though 
it will probably improve as the boys 
gain experience in the new medium 
and are encouraged to remove their 
commentary wraps. ; ; 

Clapper, originating his portion 
from Washington, revealed a nasal 
voice and a tendency to hecome 
monotonous as he waded steadily 
through his script. He did nothing 
to hide the fact that he was reading 
his stuff and is obviously ignorant 
of the tricks of phrasing and inflec- 
tion by which a trained speaker 
gives variation and color to his spiel. 
His remarks had a fairly fresh ap- 
proach and, of course, had authority. 

Hillman, talking from New York, 
had a more direct manner of talking, 
accentuated by a stronger voice. He 
has a rather positive style of expres- 
sion and tends to pound out his 
statements. His opinions seemed 
hardly novel, but possibly for that 
reason rather sound. Curiously, the 
presence of two commentators 
seemed not to increase the individu- 
ality of the program, but even to 
lessen it. At least on the basis of 
that one hearing, the show requires 
considerabie strengthening to attract 
much attention. However, it has no 
commentator competition at that 9:30 
p.m. spot. Hobe. 


JOAN BENOIT 

Songs 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 4 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

One of the NBC staff artists, Joan 
Benoit, is currently getting a sus- 
taining play as a buildup for pos- 
sible sale by the artists’ bureau. 
She’s a lyric soprano with a pleasing 
voice, nice range, warm tone, flexi- 
bility and good diction. On the 
questionable basis of a single hear- 
ing Sunday (13) afternoon, she 
seems to lack a distinctive air per- 
sonality, but greater confidence 
might bring that. 

She hardly projects enough to 
carry her own commercial, but 
would be plenty good enough to fill 
a spot in a musical production. Or- 
chestral accompaniment wasn’t 
identified on program heard. Hobe. 








‘ARABIAN NIGHTS’ 
With Marlene Dietrich, Wilbur Hatch 
Orchestra 
One Hour 
FORECAST NO. 1 
Monday, 9 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
No cast credits were given on this 
program. It was all Marlene Die- 
trich. Which seemed unkind to 
Rimsky-Korsakoff, who did more 
than anybody else with his familiar 
and haunting Oriental music to make 
Columbia’s ‘Arabian Nights’ idea 
come to life. 


This is the sort of thing that takes 
daring. It is the sort of off-the- 
beaten-path kind of broadcasting 
that has a claim on sympathetic cri- 
tical listening. But when the hour 
was over the old debbil ‘yes, but—’ 
presided over the post mortem. 

Yes, but Marlene Dietrich keeps 
sounding like Potsdam, not Persia. 
Yes, but there is more drama in the 
score than the script. Yes, but the 
actors in the montage effects keep 
sounding like radio actors, not the 
babble of the rabble in the fable. 
Yes, but, does it take seven minutes 
of captioning to capture a). Oriental 
mood? And, finally, but perhaps not 
important, do Oriental lovers use the 
emotional accent of high-minded 
middle-class Americans? Because 
the love scenes didn’t sound ancient 
or Arabian, but modern and Middle- 
town, 

Greatest asset of this program idea 
is perhaps not built-in by the CBS 
Forecast but rather those things 
that the listener puts into it 
out of the memories of his child- 
hood, out of memories of Doug- 
las Fairbanks’ ‘Thief of Bagdad’ and 
out of ali the romantic eyewash 
about the deep Euphrates borscht 
circuit that has been dished for the 
past two generations. But if escap- 
clogy is timely stuff, and it is, it 
may, of course, be fairly argued that 
the Book of Genesis for escapology 
is the ‘Arabian Nights.’ 

Intended, presumably, as a_ half- 
hour program, the Forecast in this 
case included a_ background half 
and a tale-spinning half. The slow 
pace at the start seemed like padding 
and seemed to conspicuously violate 
a first rule of broadcasting: ‘get into 
your story fast.’ However, it is pos- 
sible the auspices were trying to 
drop the tempo purposely to achieve 
a time-to-spare languor suitable for 
the ‘Arabian Nights.’ Well, all right. 

This is not the passionate saturn- 
alia of the Ballet Russe Schehere- 
zade. In the radio version the prin- 
cess loves her sultan very tenderly 
and realizes very generously that he 
only kills his wives at midnight be- 
cause he is a man of his word and 
took a bloody oath to do so. No 
gray-skinned gentlemen-slaves pop 








out from behind the lattice walls in 
the radio version to jump and leap 
and squirm and groan and finally die 
from a spear-thrust and a Rimsky- 
Korsakoff crescendo. But the music 
and the other associations of the 
‘Arabian Nights’ 
way ahead of Marlene. 

The unfolding tale did occasion- 


ally evoke a very fair intensity of| his way through the din of the band. | 
|} An 


interest although too much the ‘star- 
ring vehicle’ throughout. 





are all there and| 


JOSE RENATO 
Guitar Virtuoso 

15 Mins, 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 12:30 p.m. 
WOR-MBS, New York 

The beauty and mood-weaving 
charm of the guitar, as played by 
this undoubted virtuoso, reminds the 
listener of two facts: (1) the guitar 
is not the contemptible instrument 
of orthodox evaluation when it is 
performed by a master, and (2) radio 
in general provides almost no instru- 
mental virtuosity solo-wise. The 
latter would seem to be overlooking 
a bet to give the public something 
superfine at nominal cost (with ex- 
ceptions for those concert figures 
who scorn anything under four fig- 
ures per concerto). 

Renato wandered gracefully and 
enchantingly through the lush 
pastures of Mendelsohn, Mozart, et 
al. It is often said that no good 
music exists for the guitar as 
such because composers never con- 
sidered it worthy. 


The guitar virtuoso must thus 
transpose the pieces written for 
violins, etc. Renato knows how. 


Land. 


RICARDO ORCHESTRA 

With Zella Lane 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining . 

Monday, 9:30 p.m. 

KGO-NBC Blue, San Francisco 

This one goes transcontinental out 
of Frisco. Using Ricardo (Harvey 
Peterson) and the 18-piece NBC 
house band, technique is a continu- 
ous flow of music, bridged and 
segued with passages in which harp 
predominates. Musically, it’s posh 
stuff. Ricardo has a flair for musical 
color and this particular house band 
is unique. 

Setup uses a woman commentator 
(Zella Lane) backgrounded by the 
music. Miss Lane’s voice is pitched 
toward the lower registers, which is 
important, and the poetic intros are 
held to a minimum, which heightens 
the effectiveness. Occasional vocals 
are used for musical contrast, but 
the orchestra predominates. It’s a 
smoothly produced offering with 
beaucoup possibilities. Wern. 


‘A SLIGHT CASE OF IVORY’ 

With Walter Gross, Bob Hannon, 
Anita Boyer 

30 Mins. 


| Sustaining 


Sundays, 4 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New*York 

Stressing the ‘pianistic genius’ of 
orchestra leader Walter Gross and 
his orchestra, this progra.1 was on 
the blare side. Came near achieving 
a dive-bomber effect. Gross and 
Howard Smith teamed on two pianos 
for ‘I Went Out of My Way’ while 
Anita Boyer, a singer with a limited 
range, expressed ‘You Talk Too 
Much’ and ‘Time and Time Again.’ 

Bob Hannon, pleasant - voiced 


|tenor, did what he could with ‘Til 


Reveille’ and ‘Sometime,’ battling 


unrecognizable arrangement 





Of |nersonals in dime stores. 


‘BURL IVES COFFEE CLUB’ 

With Bur! Ives, Juan Arvizu, Walter 
Gross, Delta Rhythm Boys, Gene- 
vieve Rowe 

Popular and Semi-Classical Songs 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Saturday, 10 a.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 


This Saturday (problem) morning | 


program combines enough in its half 
hour to run a gauntlet from jazz to 
classics and back again. It’s well 
produced and has a quality of in- 
formality of with click tendencies. 
Burl Ives, possessor of a light 
pleasing tenorish voice is an expert 
interpretator of early American folk 
songs. As the m.c. he delivered a 
smash job of ‘Robin, He Married a 








Wife from the West’ and “The Gray 
Goose,’ songs which opened and| 
closed the program, and gave it a} 
decided send off. 

Juan Arvizu, Latin-American | 
stylist is much better than most of 
his contemporaries, lacking only 
power to be the possessor of a real 
tenor voice. He sang ‘Paula, que 
buena estas’ and ‘Maria Elena’ well, 
exhibiting a fine spun legato and ex- 
pert control over his pianissimos. 
Tenor’s quality is lucious, and he 
should do okay in the radio field. 

Walter Gross as the pianist played 
‘Intermezzo’ and ‘Let Me Off Up- 
town,’ his performance suffering only 
by comparison to the excellent work 
of his colleagues. Guest star was 
Genevieve Rowe, who exhibited her 
fine lyric soprano in ‘Has Sorrow 
Thy Young Days Shaded.’ Program 
moves fast with ne’er a letup. 


JIMMIE FIDLER 
Film Gossip 
15 Mins.—Regional 
TAYTON’S COSMETICS 
Friday, 8:30 p.m. 
KNX, Hollywood 

(B. B. D. & O.) 

Sticking to his old formula, with- 
out one iota of change, Fidler is 
again retailing the gab and tattle of 
the cinema set. That he will again 
blast those who fall into his disfavor 
was indicated in his resume of what 
is to come. He justified this phase 
of his Hollywood roundup by saying 
‘those who parade their private 
lives in public’ will fall under his 
scrutiny. 

Starting off temperately, he de- 
voted his editorial to ‘the new’ Joan 
Crawford and went on a terrific 





pitch for Metro, lauding its execs for 
resurrecting the star from oblivion. 
The bell rating for pictures is back, 
as will be the ‘notes from my little| 
black book.’ Its pages weren’t very | 
fertile with choice chit chat on the} 
opener, considering that the advance 
publicity stated that ‘the noted re- 
porter usually operates with a staff 
of from five to eight reporters.’ 

Bill Goodwin sells the commer- 
cials, pounding on them with all the 
fervor and frequency of a daytime} 
strip show. Fidler’s tattle airs over | 
six stations of the Columbia Pacific | 
network. He’s in on a straight sal-| 
ary and percentage of sales, surplus 
beyond normal. Sponsor is new to | 
the cosmetic field and before the air 
series started had Fidler making 
Fidler is 


ELISABETH RETHBERG 
With Alfred Wallenstein and WOR 

Symphony Orchestra 4 
Operatic Arias 
30 Mins. 

Sustaining 
Friday, 9:30-10 p.m, 
WOR, New York 

This program, with the singing of 
Elisabeth Rethberg, considered by 
many the finest lyric soprano the 
Met has possessed in the past two 
decades, will have tremendous re- 
ceptivity among serious music lovers. 
Presented under the auspices of 
WOR’s resourceful and showmanly 
maestro, Alfred Wallenstein, it 
marks a progressive step by a local 
station in presenting complete con- 
cert hall-type recital on the air. 

To any but those deeply interested 
in classical singing, the rogram 
may not have much punch, for Wal- 
lenstein refuses to sacrifice quality 
for popularity. and much of the pro- 
gram of Beethoven, Schubert, and 
Schumann. will be unfamiliar to 
casual listeners. 

Program opened with Beethoven’s 
aria, ‘Ah Perfido,’ which was sung 
with the fire and spirit characteristic 
of Miss Rethberg. Aria ranges over 
two octaves from B Flat below mid- 
dle C to the High B Flat. The singer 
ripped off the difficult recitative 
with ease, then displayed limpid 
liquid quality, long sustained line, 
and fine control of her mezza voce. 
Dramatically she was well equal to 
the brutal tessitura, with clarion top 
tones ringing. Runs and cadenzas 
were of like quality. 

Standard of the orening aria was 
kept up through ‘Widming,’ ‘Volks- 
liedchen’ and ‘Ich Wandere Nicht.’ 
Concluding songs were ‘Wohin,’ ‘Der 
Lindenbaum’ and ‘Erlkeenig.’ The 
lieder, as might be expected. were 
as close to perfection as the human 
voice can get, with the interpreta- 
tions being of the highest order, and 
the shading and dynamic control be- 
ing the singer at her best. 

Floyd Neil handled announcements 
in his customary fashion while Wal- 
lenstein’s accompaniments provided 
strong but discreet support. 


‘CIRCUS DAYS’ 
Otis and Eleanor, Bill Bandon, How- 
ard Tupper 
Quiz and Musical 
With Gordie Randall’s Orch 
30 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Monday, 9:30 p.m. 
Way, Schenectady 
Summer sustainer, written and 
staged by Vic Campbell, mixes, 
sometimes unevenly, several types of 
radio entertainment. The background 
is drawn as big tent; quiz is studio- 
audience participation; music is a 
combination of dance stuff, western 
(vocal), and banjo soloing. Topping 
these ingredients is a monologue, the 
material in which slightly suggests 
Bob Burns’ brand. Howard Tupper 
is barker, emcee and quizzer, with 
Randall (leader of house orchestra) 
as assistant. 
It is doubtful whether any pro- 
ducer could make the various ele- 


|ments flow with complete smooth- 


ness, but certain eliminations might 
help. Too much noise, confusion and 








There | ‘Intermezzo’ was also presented by | back after nearly a year off the kilo-| fumbling for prizes tend to mar quiz. 


cycles. Helm. | Jaco. 


were many indications that the piece} the orchestra. 
had been generously rehear 1 
|much cogitated upon. Land. 














‘HIGHWAY FOR AMERICANS’ 
With Paul Muni, Santos Ortega, John 






















Gibson, William Pringle, George : : 
Tiplady, Carl Eastman, Marjorie “The fine cooperation of 
Quayle, Jackie Ayres, Jack Mc- 


KLZ and its staff will never 
be forgotten.” 
Bob Hawk for Eversharp 


Bride, Albert Aley, Peter Donald, 

Charles Webster 
25 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Sunday, 2:35 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

Single time broadcast Sunday (13) 
afternoon over CBS from New York 
was in cooperation with the U. S. 
Office of Emergency Management, 
whose radio director, Bernard C. 
Schoenfeld, wrote the script. It was 
called ‘Highway for. Americans’ and 
was intended to show the vital con- 
tribution of the little people to 
American history and the pervading 


“That we are pleased with 
the cooperation you are ex- 
tending is putting it mildly.” 


Bowey’s, Inc. 


CommerRciar MANAGER 





“The splendid promotional 
help KLZ has put behind the 





Here he is...and nothing can | force of American humor in build- h tributed t 
; — ing the nation. Paul Muna was the | program has contribute fe) 
wipe that smile off his face as long |narrator-star of the piece, which 


the success of the Doran 
Coffee program.” 


as contracts continue to come in. was directed by Earle McGill, with a 
| score by Bernard Herrmann 


His name is James B. Sellum, and Show was in two fairly distinct 
he is particular about seeing that | parts, which tended to weaken its Betts-Koerber, Ine. 
: continuity and over-all pull. First 
clients get one hundred percent, | portion, apparently carrying out the “C - 
Plus, for their advertising dollars | idea of the little people’s contribu- ongratulations on an out- 


tion, was a story about how an aged 
citizen of a Pennsylvania frontier 
’ é red his fellow-townsmen 

rket and he'll | hamlet saved . 
— | from disaster in the perilous days at 
or not a product | the turn of the 19th century. This 


standing job.” 


Ward-Wheelock Co., Inc. 


over WBIG! 
. 


He knows his 
tell you whether 


| will sell. sequence, convincingly written and 
deftly played, rose to an exciting 
climax as the old pioneer returned 

4 2 to his anxious townsmen and the LO) 2am 
cry arose, ‘Wake up, wake up, every- 


8 


body; Old Man Smiley’s back.’ 
Second part, intended to show the 

place humor has had in the develop- 

ment of America, was split into 


6000 richly lade. watts, 
Right and day . . . now! 
+ + « to cover the rich- fy 


STANDOUT LETTERS 














est and most populous fe numerous short scenes, — “on thoy 
frea in all the south people, such as a couple of o . 
— EDNEY | | vaudevillians, or historical charac- STANDOUTADVERTISERS 
A Columbia Broadcasting Fey RIDGE ters, including Ben Franklin. ; ) 
System affiliate. acne Except for its drastic switch in Anil 
theme, the program was scripted ABO 


skillfully and with admirable feel- 
ing. Paul Muni’s narration was 
deftly varied and persuasive, while 
Peter Donald, William Pringle, 
Santos Ortega and Carl Eastman 
stood out among the actors. Mc- 
Gill’s direction was expert and Herr- 
mann’s score was admirable through- 
out, Hobe. 


STANDOUT COOPERATION 
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SCHWERIN’S ‘HOW TO DIAGNOSE Y 














(SECOND INSTALLMENT) 


Continuing from last week’s Variety Horace Schwerin 
herewith presents further findings in his provocative studies 
in audience ‘likes’ and ‘dislikes’ as he has traced them 
through the Stanton-Lazarsfeld mechanism which, with the 
aid of buttons held in the hands of listeners, is able to tran- 
scribe a fluctuating line of (selected studio) audience 


GESTALT DEFINED 


Gestalt, a term of psychologists, 
is employed throughout these re- 
poris as indicating the total pat- 
tern of emotional and intellec- 
tual reactions which the listener 





reaction on a tape. 


By analyzing the tape and correlating response, second by 
second, with the showmanship content of the program it be- 


comes possible to segregate the ‘pleasing’ and the ‘displeasing’ 
ingredients in the program and hence to draw certain | 


diagnostical deductions for the future guidance of program- 
builders and commercial copy-writers.— (Ed.) 





Program Analyzer Ascertains 
Public Reaction to Daytime Talk 





By HORACE SCHWERIN 
Research Director, Raymond Spector Agency 


The Show: Talks on such subjects 


I like to listen to his voice on the 


as health, diet, preparation of foods, | radio, too. I have faith in him,’ 


and short philosophical dissertations. 
The program is given in an informal 
manner and letters from listeners 
asking questions or testifying to the 
success with various diets are often 
read. It should be noted that over a 
five-year period this program had 
produced excellent sales results. 


The Audience: The primary audi- | pert. 


ence is composed of adults, chiefly 
women, Several listener checks 
have indicated that the distribution 
is about 70% women—30% men. 
The women tend to be older house- 
wives—a characteristic emphasized 
by the programming of the show 
during the daytime hours. 

The Audience’s Reaction: The 
speaker’s authority is gained by the 
simple device of giving to the lis- 
tener information which she (the 
listener) already knows or which 
she thinks she knows. In other words, 
existing opinions of the listener are 
confirmed by an authority. As a re- 
gult, the listener’s attitude toward 
the speaker, starting with respect, in 
time develops into an almost hero- 
hike worship. 

This is indicated by home inter- 
views among those people who have 
followed the program for years. Ex- 
cerpts from the interviewer’s report 
Feads:— 

‘Mrs. ‘F’ got one of the books out 
of her drawer in the dining room 
to show me X’s picture. She com- 
mented on it: ‘Isn’t he handsome, 
though? He looks just like that 


; 


| 
| 


| 





*Since these people’s respect for 
the speaker is in essence a reflection 
for their own opinion, it is not sur- 
prising that we find th. regular lis- 


teners to this program’ consider 
themselves a more enlightened 
group. Their listening attitude is 


that of talking over the problem of 
food and health with another ex- 
Throughout their comments 
runs an attitude of superiority in 
these matters. 


It is not surprising, therefore, that | 


the very informal tone and approach 
occasionally used by the speaker 
was objected to. Such an approach 
violates the whole concept of au- 
thority and hero worship which the 


| program establishes. This ‘informal- 


ity’ was conveyed in such forms as 
being unable to find a letter which 
the speaker was about to read, or 
forgetting the name of a philosopher 
whom he was quoting. 


| CAN CVER-DO INFORMALITY | 


A typical comment was: ‘What he 
gives is good, but his presentation 
is bad. He is too chummy. Makes 
me feel at home, but 
ty 

Basically, in psychological terms, 
the objection is that such informal- 
ity tends to destroy the speaker’s au- 
thority. He is no longer the expert. 
When that happens, the audience 








gets no satisfaction out of hearing | 


him agree with their own opinions. 














movie actor—what’s his name? These listening authorities require 
Edmund Lowe. See how he in- 
scribes the book to his parents, a 
») * This device for gaining authority 
too: should be of particular ji est to the en- 
The same respondent, when asked, | tire radio fraternity since its usage is 
“Do you think his books are less |? means oye. 4 his pa gon 
valuable than his radio talks,’ stated: idience that which they believe, you car 
*I like them both equally well. At = the &. rae ition — n 
. ey Will ep yecuuse of their confidence 
have his books to refer to and then jn your integrity. : a 
——— —_ — 
VARIATION OF INTEREST 
IN A HEALTH TALK 
iwoex moex | 
so a 7" - 50 || 
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GRAPH ‘B’—The ‘positive’ of the listener to a health pro- 


gram is health, not sickness 


Recommendations of diets, 


etc., that lead to wished-for bodily improvement are ‘liked’ 
but in significant contrast the mention of specific diseases 
with their connotations of dread produce a clear-cut ‘dis- . 


like’ reaction. 


he overdoes | 


experiences while listening to a 
radio program. 


i—_ 








facts. What type of facts? How 


should they be presented? 


First of all, they are interested in 
ifacts which they, themselves, can 
use. And secondly, they are inter- 
ested in information which they can 
pass on for their friends and rela- 
tives to use, thus making them ap- 
pear, in their circle, as authorities. 
The importance of this latter ele- 
|ment is indicated by our finding 
‘that a significant portion of the reg- 
ular audience first heard of the pro- 
gram from their friends. 


It should be noted that there is no 
desire here for knowledge to be 
stored up as a coherent body of in- 
formation. What is wanted is mis- 
cellaneous information or hints that 
i} are immediately useful to the audi- 
,ence and facts which are simple 
enough to be transmitted to friends, 
providing that in so doing they be- 
come quasi-authorities. 








The following listener comments 
may well bring out this attitude 
more clearly: 


‘Well, I was a little curious to 
find out what he would say about 
the spraying of vegetables. When 
he stated that it would not hurt 
them, well, that’s all I wanted to 
know.’ 


‘Yes, my sister-in-law has chil- 
dren, and I was interested because 
I could get an idea of how to fix 
their vegetables.’ 


‘I have a very underweight sister 
and I know she eats an awful lot 
and can’t gain an ounce, so I was 


interested to hear his views on 
that.’ 
On what subjects are the facts 


best received? 

;/ Our studies showed that the level 
of interest tended to be more stable 
on this program than in most, be- 
ing either liked or disliked in its 
entirety. However, as with all pro- 
| Srams, interest fluctuated. High 
| points of interest were found where 
| food or the preparation of food was 
|mentioned. (See graph ‘B’.) 

| This is not surprising. The pro- 
gram consists of ‘how to do’ things— 
how to prepare foods, how to get the 
|}most good out of foods, how to get 
| the most out of life, how to keep 
| well, etc. Since most listeners find 
the program of practical help, it is to 
be expected that the most effective 


| “yy 4 ++ 
supject 





know at least one person whose 
letter was read over the radio. I 
don’t believe they were ever sent.’ 

This attitude applies not only to 
testimonials but also appears to af- 
fect radio contests. 


We would estimate from our com- 
ments that approximately one-half 
of the radio audience believes that 
most radio contests are ‘not com- 
pletely on the level.’ Invariably the 
evidence submitted for this attitude 
is that the speaker has never known 
of anybody who won a prize—or at 
least a big prize. Furthermore, the 
size of the prizes offered is often so 
large as to be unbelievable to most 
of the audience. 


‘I heard of a contest where they 
promised to give $1,000 a year for 
the rest of his life to the man who 
won first prize. How could that be 


possible? Why, the man might live 
for 20 years.’ 

This may prove significant to many 
broadcasters in that it indicates that 
prize offers cannot be used pro- 
miscuously, and that it is wise to 
test the believability of an offer be. 
fore it is put on the air. 

Likewise, testimonials should be 
used with care. We have found that 
the difficulty in making testimonials 
sound genuine may be largely over- 
come by dramatizing the testimonial 
—that is, by having the announcer 
read the testimonial. The publie 
does not seem to demand that thig 
voice be positively identified as the 
person who wrote the letter. They 
seem to be satisfied if this voice 
sounds typical of the general public, 
rifere- too, investigation of believa- 
bility is suggested. 














Audience Reaction 


to Newscasts 


As Revealed In Studio Tests* 





We have carried out extensive 
tests on newscasts gathered by two 
major news services. Our findings 
probably represent the first attempt 





| 
| 
| 


to analyze news audiences and 
measure their reactions. 

Our study showed that there are 
many misconceptions as to the com- 


; position of the news audience. There 


is a tendency to think of that au- 


|dience as being primarily composed 


| of men. 
ical composition, and a news program 
i that 


In reality, there is no typi- 


may be pleasing to its audi- 
ence at one time of the day may be 


)a relatively poor one if presented at 
ia different hour. 


The accompanying graph (‘D’) is 


ja compilation of many sources and 
|studies and shows that the ratio of 


| may 
{some times of the day. 
| hours 


| nificance because we have found that 


;hews 


} 


| 
| 


'that which touches him personally. 


matter would concern those | 
problems which a woman meets 
|most frequently. The choice of a 


|menu and the preparation of food 
are everyday. problems to most 
women—much more so than infor- 
mation about specific diseases. It is 
|for this reason that recipes, sample 
| menus, and hints on cooking proved 
jthe most effective portions of the 
| program. Stated more concisely, in- 
| formation about food found an inti- 


mate frame of reference among a 
larger percentage of listeners than 
did the other subjects. 
—— ——— 

CHANGED SCRIPT 

The program was revised, putting 
far more emphasis on foods and the 
preparation of meals; the speaker 
used more homely philosophy and | 
gave his audience short items of 
miscellaneous information; the pres- 
entation was made less informal as 
more dignity was added. 
| The speaker reported that when 


|these recommendations were incor- 
|porated in the program, his weekly 
|fan mail averaged around 300 let- 
py compared to a former normal 
1of 35. 


One finding which resulted from 
the testing of this program, is of 
broad interest, but is not necessarily 
|applicable to all programs. 
'been the custom previously for the 


often not taken at face value by 
the audience. Their general attitude 
was summarized by this comment: 
‘I have never heard of the people 
who sent these letters. Sometimes 





I have never heard of the towns 
they come from. You'd think I'd 


It had | 


|speaker to read.letters and testi- | 
monials from his audience. We |! 
found that these messages were 


have proven the lowest interest point 


listeners 
be 


male to a 


as little as two 


news program 
in 10 at 
At other 
the percentage of men in- 
creases to slightly more than 50%. 


This fact is of great editorial sig- 


men and women react differently to 
items as well as to commer- 
cials, 

The one general rule which may be 
given is that as with all programs, 
the listener is interested primarily in 


For this reason, stock market reports 


‘I am not interested, I don’t own 
stock,’ 

This tendency to be primarily in- 
terested in that which concerns the 
listener personally is more true of 
young people than of older people; 
more true of women than of men. 
Although this self-interest factor ap- 
plies to all listeners, adult men ap- 
pear to view news situations more 
objectively than any other group. It 
might be mentioned here that since 
news commentators tend to present 
15 minutes of objective comment on 
| Situations somewhat removed from 
|the sphere of the individual listener, 
‘it is probable that these programs 
tend to be more interesting to the 
lavailable adult male audience than 
are newscasts. 





WAR REACTIONS | 
The current war situation provides 
a convenient method of describing 
the different news interests of men 
and women and of older and younger 
people. Adult men, having a more 
objective interest, tend to view news 
items of the European war in terms 
of the question: ‘How will this news 
affect the current European situas- 
tion?’ 
Adult women tend to view the sit- 





uation in the light of their own 
homes and their own communities, 
They interpret what they hear in 


terms of the question: ‘How will the 










































































in the news programs which ‘we /events in Europe affect us here in the 
itested. In reference to these market | United States?’ 
reports, people often say: | Young men and women have an 
‘These reports dow't concern me'—[even more subjective viewpoint and 
ior t es ° in 
an Jevents in Europe affect me person- 
*It should be noted that these tests | ally?’ 
wie’ daa atinek weak bani te cs As a result, we find that though 
sebishel ta: aun “Gememaelatars ae Ue bea | war news is ‘hottest’ for all groups, 
‘tet bro ge Seographical distribution of j}adult men and women tend to have 
these oe perengeedl y-gg Ph ine ceetek oe a more intense interest than younger 
ing which the tests were made—October to| people. When, however, war news 
pect oh ly aoe MBE ao Pe ar =. Tut, | touches young people personally, as 
to change. en : tis (Continued on page facing right) 
| _ 
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GRAPH ‘C’—The ‘nearness’ of disaster exercises a 


potency substantially stronger than ‘remote’ disaster. 


An 


explosion in a New Jersey industrial plant was contrasted 


in terms of audience interest 
ship in New York harbor. 


in an accident to a foreign 
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SOURCE: 1940 KANSAS-/OWA RADIO AUDIENCE SURVEY 
CORRELATED WITH NEW YORK LISTENER STUDY. THE 
MIDWESTERN STUDY WAS DIRECTED BY DR A.B. SUMMERS 
NOW INRECTOR OF FASTERN PUBLIC SERVKE PROGRAMS NBC. 




















SPECTOR RESEARCH MEN CONFER OVER PROGRAM ANALYZER TAPE — Behind 
the recording mechanism in the foreground are the-cables leading in from the listeners who 
hold push-buttons to record ‘likes’ and ‘dislikes.’ 


GRAPH ‘E’—Mature persons worry more and listen more 
to the newscasts which became a predominant aspect of 
broadcasting during the rehearsals for and actual per- 
formance of the Nazi threat. 
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draft 
this 


the 


B0es 


military 
up, and on 


in the case of 
their interest 


specific item, we find young people} 


more interested than their elders. 


(See graph ‘E’.) 
| PRE-JUDGING NEWS ITEMS 


We have shown that the interest 
in various news items is related to 
how it affects the listener person- 
ally. 

Whom will a news item affect most 
intimately? 


Considering what has been said 
before, we ask the reader to pre- 
evaluate two news items. Both of 


them are dramatic, but have differ- 
ent appeals to the listener. 

No. 1 deals with a tragedy that oc- 
curred close to the and 
friends of a large part of the WOR 


homes 


|the plant. An 


;} are 


the accident occurred in New York 
harbor. 

The news texts used were: 

No. 1.— Woodbridge, N. J.—An ex- 
plosion has torn through the plant 
of the United Railway Signal Cor- 
poration at Woodbridge, rocking the 
surrounding area. It is feared sev- 
eral deaths and injuries may have 
resulted. The blast was heard as 


|much as 20 miles away in Bayonne 


and Jersey City. It hasn’t been 
learned yet how many persons were 
in the plant when the blast occurred 
but it is understood that about 20 
persons normally are employed at 
ambulance and sev- 
eral doctors have been sent to Wood- 
bridge from Bayonne City Hospital. 
Small torpedoes, used by railroads, 
manufactured in about a dozen 
small concrete units of the plant.’ 


ship had crashed into an oil tanker 


in lower New York harbor. The 
Duchess was one of 505 passengers | 
aboard the Greek steamer Nea 
Hellas The steamer collided with 


the Norwegian tanker Litiopia just 
after leaving quarantine. The 
tanker put back to Staten Island 
with a 32-foot hole in her bows, 
the Nea Hellas proceeded to her pier 
at Hoboken. The Greek vessel 
sailed from Lisbon, and had an 
uneventful voyage until she crashed 
into the tanker.’ 

The answer is apparent from graph 
‘C.’ All groups were more interested 
in the domestic news item. How- 
on a comparative basis, older 
people. as a whole, were more in- 
terested in the foreign item than 
younger people, and adult men more 
interested than adult women. 


Since the 


ever, 


interests of men and 


women—younger and older people 


but | 


| tant 


*#the most important part of that item. 


| _OUR SIDE, RAH-RAH | 





This preference for news from 
the Allies rather than from the Axis 
is probably due to the general de-! 
sire of people to hear reports favor- | 
able to their side. In other words, 
you would rather hear that your 
team is winning. (See Graph ‘F’.) 

In connection with this desire to| 
hear news favorable to Britain, it is 
important to remember that the 
opening words of a news item are 


This is the same principle that 
makes a newspaper headline the 
most important part of a news arti- 
cle and the caption the most impor- | 
part of an ad. The opening | 
words of a news item, therefore, | 
should be written with the thought | 
of highlighting those parts of the 
which will command the most 
favorable reaction from the listen- 


item 


means emphasizing in the lead, news 


| favorable to Britain. 


A question often 
long should a news item be?’ The 
answer would seem to be indicated 
by a study of two news items from 
the same program which gave us the 
opportunity to study the effect of ex- 
tending a news item. 

Item one tells about a Russian- 
German diplomatic conference. 
Item two, which followed im- 


asked is: ‘How 


| mediately, gives the Turkish opinion 


of their meeting. 

The level of interest in both items 
is nearly the same. 

NO. 1—BERLIN—Premier Molotov, 
the Russian Premier, arrives in 
Berlin this morning on his myste- 
rious mission. 

‘The Soviet leader was greeted 
at the Anhalter Railway Station 
with much pomp by the Nazi High 
Command. Molotov was met by 

















audience, and is entirely American. No. 2.—‘New York—The British; are different, it is obvious that news| @rs- In the case of war news, this (Continued on page 54) 
No. 2 is concerned with foreign| Duchess of Sutherland arrived in| broadcasts would be more effective 
ships and personalities, even though' the United States today after her’ if their content were changed to fit} 
he idience as its composition | sls teieec tate 7 
in the eo » ofa lay. 
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regarding 
The hottest item 
be those dealing with United 
States and the War, but always with 


should be focused on news 
the United States. 
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When a ‘hot’ news item is received 
on almost any subject it should be 
emphasized in the newscasts. | | | | | | | | | 

What current news is most inter- 4ij2{3 le F\6\|71|8|9 | 0 | 42 
esting to your audience? As we - MINUTES - 
have already mentioned, war news 
| is the most interesting news today. = ' 


News of the Far East is only slightly omnes er eu - gee 

less interesting for adult men and| GRAPH ‘F’—Although Americans generally ‘like’ good 
women, but has very little interest} mews concerning Britain and ‘dislike’ good news concern- 
for young people. News from Brit-| jing Germany the pattern of listener reaction to specific 
items on a newscast is apt to be somewhat confused, like 


ish sources is more favorably re- 

| ceived than news from Axis sources. | ‘ ’ 

the world today. Only clear-cut fact in the above chart is 
this: stock market news is of little interest. 
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GRAPH ‘D’—Newscasts gain or lose masculine listeners 
in natural relation to the time of the broadcast. Schwerin 
data has been used to‘create a composite illustration. The 
age factors in degree of interest will be seen in Graph 'E,’ 
which also accompanies this text. 








| Probably it is also more widely be- | 
lieved. 
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Patriotism Stirs Opera-in-English 


Agitation Once 





More but Stars 





Shudder at 


Current flare-up of American pa- 
triotism has again brought up agita- 
tion for the presentation of opera 
in English, rather than Italian, 
French, or German. Ever since 
opera was first given in the US., 
companies have periodically at- 
tempted to put on opera in English, 
and from boxoffice and artistic 
standards it has always been a flop. 
In the past decade, outside of ‘Mar- 
tha’ and ‘The Bartered Bride,’ and 
the few operas originally written in 
English, the experiments of major 
companies have shown that the pub- 
lic just won't go for opera in any 
language but the original. For the 
most part inadequate translations 
can be blamed, but what the well- 


wishers of the project fail to take} 


into consideration is the almost im- 
possibility of securing translations 
which make any sense. 


Even American singers, who for 
publicity purposes declare they want 
operatic translations, admit the utter 
futility of the job. The vast ma- 
jority of these singers, dependent as 
they are on the public, cannot make 
public statements against the subject 
but privately profess their desire to 
sing in the original language. Some 
of these singers point out various 
examples. One Met tenor remarked 
upon the English translation of ‘La 
Donna e Mobile,’ from ‘Rigoletto’ he 
Was given to sing. In Italian, the 
aria flows, with the words being ‘La 
donna e mobile, qual piu mal cento, 
muta d’accento, e di pensiero.’ In 
English, the wacky translation, is 
‘Woman is fickle, light as a feather, 
born on the breezes, as in fair 
weather.’ 


Another point might be the duel 
finale from Act I of ‘Butterfly,’ with 
the tenor’s part of the ‘O quanti occhi 
fisi’ being 18 consecutive ‘Vieni’s’ 
or ‘come.’ Sung that way before an 
audience, the laughter would elimi- 
nate the music. Also few singers 
have adequate diction, and to be 
understood above ‘E’ or ‘F’ is almost 
impossible. English translations 
would be meaningless in such cases, 


Martinelli, Rethberg May 
Do Rescue Squad Job 
For Jinxed Opera Co. 








A performance of ‘La Juive’ may 


be done in August at Randall’s Is- 


land, N. Y., with Giovanni Martinelli, 
Elisabeth Rethberg and Ezio Pinza in 
the cast. The Sunday series of op- 
eras has been running into bad luck 
on the wrather this year, two sched- 
uled perfor™.nces of ‘Carmen’ hav- 
ing been washed out. 

In order to revive interest, the 
biggest name artists possible are be- 
ing sought to give the jaded box- 
office a shot in the arm. Jan Peerce 
Was mentioned as a possibility for 
the tenor part, but the Music Hall 
tenor rejected the offer, refusing to 
strain his lyric voice to cope with 
the dramatically heavy music of the 
role, and especially outdoors. 


GERHARD PECHNER, 





| 
BASSO SET WIT for $1,970,000 in May, 1940, claiming | 
; : H MET ine stock was more valuable than 





Gerhard Pechner, comic 


Name Concert Dates 


(July 16-26) 





Artur Rubinstein— (with Los 
Angeles Philharmonic) Hollywood 
Bowl (17). 

Bruno Walter—(conducting Los 
Angeles Philharmonic) Hollywood 
Bowl (18, 25). 

Jan Kiepura—(with Los Angeles 


Philharmonic) Hollywood Bowl 
(24), 
Tito Schipa—Teatro Municipal, 


Rio de Janeiro (18). 

Yehudi Menuhin—(with N.Y. 
Philharmonic, Efrem Kurtz conduct- 
ing) Lewisohn Stadium, N.Y. (21); 
Ravina park, Chi. (24, 26). 

John Charles Thomas—Chautau- 
qua, O. (17); Bay View, Mich. (21). 

Muriel Dickson-John Dudley— 
(with Phila. orch, Jose Iturbi con- 


ducting) Robin Hood Dell, Phila. 
(17). 

Lily Pons—(with Phila. orch. 
Andre Kostelanetz conducting) 


Robin Hood Dell, Phila. (22). 

Jose Iturbi—(conducting Phila. 
orch) Robin Hood Dell, Phila. (16- 
18). 

Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo— 


| (With N.Y. Philharmonic, Franz Al- 


lers conducting) Lewisohn stadium, 
N.Y. (17-19). 

Jarmila Novotna—Charles Kullman 
(with N. Y. Philharmonic orch, 
Efrem Kurtz conducting) Lewisohn 
Stadium, N. Y. (24). 


AGMA Contracts 
With Cincy Opera, 
Ballets, Others 


The American Guild of Musical 
Artists has signed basic agreements 
with the Cincinnati Summer Opera 
Co., the New Opera Co., and the 
Southern California Symphony As- 
sociation. It has also signed with 
the Ballet Caravan, Inc., and the 
Ballet Theatres, Inc. 

Michael de Pace, manager and 
personal representative of many of 
the Met’s singers, and Record Con- 
certs Corp., a new managerial out- 
fit, have signed with AGMA and ne- 
gotiations for contracts are pending 
with Eric Simon, manager, and the 
St. Louis Grand Opera Co. 

AGMA has placed the Monte Cario 
Opera Co., with Frank Salerno, its 
director, om the unfair list, and 
warned its members not to appear 
with the company. 


COURT CONFIRMS VALUE 
ON MET OPERA SHARES 


A minority report of appraisers on 
the value of the stock of the Metro- 
politan Opera & Real Estate Co. was 
rejected Wednesday (9), by Justice 
William T. Collins in the N. Y. su- 
preme court, who ruled that the 
value of the stock was $75 a share, 
rather than the $202 claimed by 
holders of 1,350 of 10,500 shares. 
Various stockholders of the Met had 

















basso, 
formerly of the State opera of Ber- 


objected to the sale of the company 


ithe money they were being offered. 
| Stockholders received about 
|per share for their stock which car- 


lin, has been signed by the Met. Bass | Ties a par of $100, and the court's 


will be used as a substitute for Sal- 


| ruling finds the complete value $787,- 


vatore Baccaloni and is being kept | 500. Various members of the board 


on tap should the Italian fail to re- 
turn to the U.S. from South 
America. 

NBC has taken over the manage- 
ment of Pechner, 





Jobin, Castagna in B. A. 


Buenos Aires, July 15. 
Raoul. Jobin, French Canadian 
tenor of the Metropolitan Opera and 
Bruna Castagna, contralto, sang a 
special performance of ‘Carmen’ at 
the Colon here Wednesday (9). 
It was National Independence 





'of directors are included in the pro- 
| testing stockholders. 





NORBERT ARDELL! HERE 

















Italy Ousted Tenor Because of 
American Citizenship 
Norbert Ardelli, Austrian born 


dramatic tenor, arrived here this 
week from Italy. Ardelli was ousted 
from Italy because he has been an 
American citizen for 30 years. 
The tenor sang performances of 
‘Favorita,’ ‘Tosca,’ and ‘Manon’ in 





Dav. 


Valencia before coming. 


Silly Translations: 


$150 | 











| Concert People 








Josef Szigeti has been booked 
for 13 orchestral engagements as 
violin soloist for the 1941-42 season. 
Orchestras with which he will ap- 
pear are the Boston, N. Y. Philhar- 
monic, Cincinnati, Minneapolis, St. 
Louis, National of Washington, Bal- 
timore, Seattle, Buffalo, New Haven, 
Mexico City, Toronto and Montreal 
symphonies. 





Howard Barlow will appear with 
the Detroit Symphony on Nov. 6, 
Desire Defauw on Feb. 12, 13, and 
Herman Adler on Feb, 19. Columbia 
booked. 





Marcelle Denya, French soprano, 
and William Hain, tenor, have been 
engaged for the Montreal Festival 
under Sir Thomas Beecham. 





Wiiliam Hain, tenor, Virginia 
Johnson, soprano, and Abrasha Ro- 
bofsky, baritone, have been engaged 
for ‘An Evening at the Opera’ with 
the National Symphony Orchestra, 
July 21. 





Karin Branzell, Met contralto, has 
been booked for concerts in Port- 
land, Seattle, and Los Angeles, dur- 
ing her stay in San Francisco, with 
the Opera Co. there in the fall. The 
contralto is summering at Ellsworth, 
Maine, 

Egon Petri, Dutch pianist, is 
teaching at Cornell this summer, and 
is booked in October for his biggest 
concert season, Already he has 17 
concerts set. 





Frederick Jagei, Met tenor, sails 
July 18 for Brazil where he will sing 
in seven operas before taking the 
clipper back to San Francisco for 
‘Rigoletto’ and ‘Simon Boccanegra’ 
performances with Gaetano Merola’s 
company. Jagel will sing ‘Meister- 
singer’ in Italian in Rio for the first 
time in his career. 





Toledo Symphony Society has en- 
gaged Paul Robeson, Helen Traubel, 
Jose Iturbi, and Zino Francescatti 
for the’ 1941-42 season. Nelson Eddy 
will appear in a special concert Feb. 
23 for the benefit of the orchestra’s 
pension fund. 





Tri-City Symphony Orchestra As- 
sociation covering Davenport, Iowa; 
Rock Island, Moline and East Moline, 
Illinois, will give four concerts next 
season at which Dorothy Maynor, 
Gregor Piatigorsky, Simon Barrere, 
and Zino Francescatti have been 
booked as/oloists. Oscar Anderson 
will conduct the orchestra. 





Edward Kilenyi, Hungarian pianist, 
has been set by Columbia for an ap- 
pearance at the Hollywood Bowl 
July 22, with the Philadelphia Or- 
chestra under Eugene Ormandy, and 
with Olin Downes in one of the lat- 
ter’s four lecture concerts. 





Gaetano Merola, impresario of the 
San Francisco Opera Co., will be 
given a two-page spread in Collier’s 
late this month. The 60-year-old 
manager received his start 43 years 
ago with the Met and has subse- 
 ueiihs~ been fonnasted os ondce 
| tor and manager with the Shuberts, 
| Rudolf Friml, the Savage Opera 
|Co., San Carlo Opera., Oscar Ham- 
merstein, etc., until he founded the 
San Francisco Co. a score of years 
ago. 








Ramon Armongod, Mexican tenor 
and Decca artist, will be screen 
tested by Hal Roach late this month. 





Whittemore and Lowe, duo-pian- 
| ists, are booked in Cleveland July 18 
| for a concert with the Summer Sym- 
| phony Orchestra. Pianists have just 
returned from Puerto Rico. 








Anna Antoniades, Greek pianist, 
recovered from flu attack and to 
Princeton (N. J.), for summer. 





CHAUTAUQUA’S 68TH 





Clapper and WGAR Revue 
Lakeside’s 68th Season 


for 





Cedar Point, O., July 15. 

One of the country’s oldest chau- 
tauquas has started its 68th annual 
season at Lakeside. Program of mu- 
sic and speeches includes: 

Jan Struther, Etta Motten, Negro 
soprano; ‘The Gordonaires,’ NBC 
orchestra; Theodor Broch, mayor 
of Narvik; Raymond Clapper, 
WGAR, Cleveland, Revue; Cleve- 
land Women’s Orchestra, and the 





Hoffman Twins, Aug. 22. 


rReY dem. oof 





Gershwin Concert Crowds in 25,000: 
Goodman Gala Draws Yippee Mob 
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Stoki Had Earache? 


Buffalo, July 15. 
In a special report, officials of the 
new Kleinhans Music Hall have 
handed the retort courteous to Leo- 
pold Stokowski for his criticism of 


the acoustics of the Hall on the oc- 
casion of his recent AYO concert 
here. As a result of tests conducted 
by ERPI, the sound qualities of the 
auditorium were found ‘superior to 
any other hall examined by that or- 
ganization anywkere in this country 
or abroad.’ 

Local officials also made public 
unqualified complimentary com- 
ments on the Hall made by prac- 
tically all of the top-ranking musi- 
cians and vocalists who have ap- 
peared there since its opening. 


Dunned for $140, 
Rich Widow Cut 


Bequest to 10%, 


Philadelphia, July 15. 

The Philadelphia Orchestra was 
awarded $35,000 from the estate of 
Mrs. Otto Eisenlohr, widow of mil- 
lionnaire cigar manufacturer, by the 
Orphans Court Saturday (12). 

The orchestra’s attorneys dropped 
a fight for $300,000 originally willed 
to it by Mrs. Eisenlohr. A _ subse- 
quent codicil cancelled the bequest 
because the testatrix though the or- 
chestra management was ‘hounding’ 
her for $140 for two season tickets 
she had failed to pay for. 











Werner Janssen Back 
From Rio; Set for $.0. 
Radio Series July 31 


Werner Janssen, American sym- 
phony conductor, accompanied by 
his wife, film star Ann Harding, ar- 
rive in Miami Wednesday (16) on 
the Pan-American Clipper from Rio | 
de Janeiro. Janssen, who formerly 
conducted the New York Phil- 
harmonic, Helsinki Symphony, 
Stockholm Philharmonic, Baltimore 
Symphony, Hollywood Bowl orches- 
tra, and was also musical director 
for Walter Wanger, just completed his 





first concert tour in Brazil. He con- 
ducted the Rio and Sao Pauio 
symphs, 


Janssen will go direct from Miami 
to Hollywood to conduct his own 
40-piece symphony orchestra in a 


| . baie to 
FRI PP eH e rs PoP Phe» 


July 31 under Standard Oil spon- 
sorship. McCann-Erickson set the 
deal. 


He will also conduct his orches- 
tra in two summer concerts at the 
Santa Barbara Bowl, with guest 
soloists Jose Iturbi, pianist, on 
Aug. 16, and Helen Traubel, Metro- 
politan Opera soprano, on Aug. 30. 





Gennaro Papi Party 
Leaves for Rio Season 





Gennaro Papi, Met conductor, Jo- 
sephine Tuminia, Met coloratura, 
Helen Olheim, Met contralto and 
Anthony Marlowe, tenor, sail Fri- 
day (18) on the S.S. Argentina for 
Rio. 

All artists are booked for the 
opera season there, and will return 
to the U. S. in September, 


Boris Romanoff Ont 


Boris Romanoff resigned yester- 
day (Tuesday) as ballet master of 
the Metropolitan Opera Co., and Ed- 
ward Johnson, general manager, ap- 
pointed Laurent Novikoff in his 
place, 

Novikoff, a Russian by birth, was 
once dancing partner to Anna Pav- 
lova, and recently headed the Chi- 











Midst howls of delight from some 
15,000 jive lunatics, Benny Good. 
man and his band took over the 
last half of the Lewisohn Stadium 
concert Monday (14). More ortho. 


dox-minded part of the audience 
(the serious musicians and their 
followers) silently edged toward 
the exits. 

Two types of music prevailed 
throughout the evening. Bee. 
thoven’s fifth symphony opened the 
conventional portion of the program 
and was followed by Mozart's con. 
certo A Major for clarinet and or. 
chestra, with Goodman appearing ag 
soloist. Goodman has proved in the 
past couple of years that he is one 
of the outstanding soloists in the 
country on his instrument, and his 
playing of the delicate flowing work 
was all that could be expected, 
Goodman's ability with the diffi. 
cult runs and cadenzes is well 
known, but surprisingly enough he 
was at his best in the slow move. 
ment, where the shading and lyrie 
quality of his playing was effective 
to a degree calling for applause 
from even the blase members of 
the Philharmonic. 


The first half of the program 
closed with a reading of William 
Walton’s march, ‘Crown Imperial,’ 
which seems to embody snatches 
from half a dozen composers, and 
completely lacks a dramatic cli- 
max. Best that could be said of it 
is that it is well orchestrated, 
Reginald Stewart batoned his way 
through the work giving it all it 
had, which was not enough. 

Then Goodman took over. Among 
the works played were ‘One O'Clock 
Jump,’ which had just that effect 
on the audience, ‘Intermezzo,’ which 
was too tame for the boys and gals, 
‘Don’t Be That Way,’ ‘Super Man,’ 
‘Sing, Sing, Sing’ with a magnifi- 
cent solo by Goodman, which sent 
the youngsters on their ears, ‘Man 
I Love’ with Helen Forrest and 
‘Heh Daddy’ with the same singer. 
Cootie Williams, trumpeter, was 
tops for the entire music-mad night, 
with a sizzling rendition of Cootie’s 
Concerto, which he concluded to 
screams and howls from his audi- 
ence. Attendance about 15,000, with 
a gross of about $10,000. 

The classics have not fared well 
either from weather or boxoffice 
standpoint at Lewisohn Stadium, 
Tuesday (8), concert of Wagnerian 
music was rained out, and a small 
crowd attended the final Eugene 
Goosens concert Wednesday (9). On 
Thursday (10), the Stadium was 
jammed to the back pillars with a 
total attendance of over 25,000, high- 
est in history, and a gross exceeding 
$15,000, to hear the annual George 
Gershwin concert. 

Under the baton of Alexander 
Smallens, the orchestra was led 
through the paces of Gershwin’s 
‘Cuban Rhapsody,’ ‘The Man I Love,’ 


‘Strike Up the Band,’ and ‘An 
American in Paris.’ Sideshow, was 
the...anabb.. sopaaecting of Smallens, 


bouncing from one foot to another, 
body swaying dangerously, as he led 
his men, through spirited renditions 
of the music. 

Oscar Levant appeared as soloist 
in the ‘Piano Concerto in F,’ and 
the ‘Rhapsody in Blue.’ Excerpts 
from ‘Porgy and Bess’ was the other 
item on the show, with Nan Brown 
doing a creditable job of ‘Summer- 
time,’ although improved diction and 
less pushing of top tones would have 


been more satisfactory. Star of the 
occasion was Edward Matthews, 
baritone, who disclosed a rich 
resonant voice sounding much like 
that of Richard Bonelli. The singer 


was forced to repeat ‘I Got Plenty of 
Nuttin,’ and ‘It Ain’t Necessarily So. 
From  3,000-5,000 cash customers 
probably were turned away. 

Friday (11), a gathering of 1,500 
heard Brahms, Schumann and Was- 
ner paying less than a $1,000 for the 
privilege. Sunday (13) an all Mozart 
program with Ray Lev, John Corig- 
lian and Zoltan Kurthy as soloists 
drew 6,500 or $3,500 in the till. Sat- 
urday (12) was rained out. 





Zimbalist’s 25 Towns 


Efrem Zimbalist will keep his con- 
cért appearances down to about 29 
this coming season, the violinist be- 
ing tied up with work at the Curtis 
Institute. ' 

His tour starts in Minneapolis in 
October, and he has been. booked for 
appearances with the Philadelphia 





cago Opera ballet, 


orchestra on Feb. 27-28,1942. 
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1 Petrillo Explains A.F.M. Policy 
On Playing Star Spangled Banner 
Pollack’s New One 


Cleveland, July 15. 

Jacques Pollack, assistant conduc- 
tor in Bert Unger’s pit orchestra at 
RKO Palace, is breaking in a new 
dance band of his own at Monaco’s 
Cafe where he opened last Wednes- 
day (9). 

Outfit consists of Al Gaines, drum- 
mer; Jimmy Foster, piano; Charles 
Dvorak, sax; Nelson Friedman, bass 
and fiddler, with Pollack leading on 
violin. 


TOMMY DORSEY 
MAY MANAGE 
BANDS? 


Tommy Dorsey is reported as con- 
sidering extending his interests to 
the band management business and 
starting off such an enterprise with 
the acquisition of the Harry James 
unit. As his first step in that direc- 
cians should have no compunction | tion he may lease penthouse offices 
about playing the anthem on their} of a Times Square Building, moving 
own time, so long as they have an in also his publishing firms (Sun and 
audience to which to play it. Embassy). 

— Before Dorsey could take over 
Louisville Local Acts James’ management he would have 
Louisville, July 15. to buy out the 33 1-3% interests that 

The 350 local members of the A. F. | Benny Goodman holds in James and 

of M. here were instructed Saturday xe ag caring vinggones — 

‘ whic inds him for seven years 
Banner’ before and after each per-| the, Arthur Michaud-James’ Peppe 
orman t concerts and hotel, the- See = ayn 
cire snd dance gugngements, In-|Semmnaten impesss upc them the 
structions, Pa cae: J ate god interest but Michaud and Peppe 
were issue y war orenz, | haven’ ade any progress on this 
president of Local No. 11, acting on naceg heoanated Jhe 


: ‘ score because Goodman set a price of 
orders of James C. Petrillo, president | ¢12.500 and has stuck to it. 
of the national federation. 


Lorene said about ten ercher | NEGRO MAESTRO HELD 


and bands now playing in Louisville ' 
come under the orders. 





? 








James C. Petrillo, American Fed- 
eration of Musicians prez, stated 
Monday (14) that he had received 
several kickbacks on his rule re- 
quiring orchestras to play “The Star 
Spangled Banner’ at the opening 
and close of their performances but 
that he had made it clear to A. F. M. 
locals they were to use discretion 
in enforcing the order. He said the 
complainants had termed the rule as 
impractical and voiced the opinion 
that not only could the playing be 
overdone but interfere with an em- 
ployer’s authority to decide what 
should or should not be played. 

Petrillo declared that in the case 
of commercial programs he realized 
that an advertiser had the right to 
determine what he wanted to in- 
clude as entertainment during a 
purchased period and that it was not 
his (Petrillo’s) intention to insist 
that the national anthem be broad- 
cast on every program. But he did 
think, added Petrillo, that the or- 
chestra of a commercial program 
when playing before a studio audi- 
ence could come in five minutes 
earlier and perform ‘The Star Span- 
gled Manner’ before that audience | 
and repeat it after the program has ' 
gone off the air. | 
The same method of sed in other | 

| 














could, he said, be exercised in other 
media. In other words, the musi- 














One Suggestion to FCC 
Washington, July 15. 
Though many stations have ” New Orleans, uy ye 
adopted the suggestion of signing off| | Lawrence Alexander, 45-year-o 
with the National Anthem, a Long Negro bandleader and porter, was 





Island listener has written the FCC| being held at the first precinct po- | 


that it ought to ‘instruct’ all licensees | lice station Friday (11) for alleged 
to play ‘The Star Spangled Banner’ | theft of an envelope containing $970 
at local sunset. The FCC replied it| from the office of the Paramount- 
can’t issue such decrees because of | Richards Theatres, Inc. While clean- 
the anti-censorship provision of the, ing the office, Alexander, according 
Communications Act. | to arresting officers, found the en- 

aes Poke and meney which 


HA ARTHUR AND BOYS) en ee 
ONE-NIGHTERS FOR US.A. 





The detectives said 
went out and bought an expensive 
| public address system for his band 
| which is well known locally. 


After providing for his band, po- 





Doing one-nighters for Uncle | lice say, Alexander then bought new 
Sam's $21 a month are Zinn Arthur clothes and luggage and took his 
and a half-dozen former members | wife to New York. 


of some of the top bands who.are | 
now stationed at Camp Upton, L. I. 
Arthur who used to baton his own 
band in civilian life, leads the camp’s they recovered $215 and some of the 
dance orchestra and its ‘Swing Six.’ | clothing and luggage he allegedly 
On Independence Day, the Upton | purchased for his trip. 
band and dance orchestra played a 
lunckeon and polo match at Mit- 
chel Field, L. I. This was deluxe 
assignment given by the War De- 
Partment. Following Saturday (5) 
the ‘Swing Six’ appeared on Tommy 
Dorsey's afternoon broadcast from 
the Hotel Astor via WJZ, N. Y., and 
the NBC Blue. Capt. King, in 
charge of Camp Upton music, ac- 
companied the boys for the program. 
pi oraey, Frank Sinatra and the 
led Pipers were Capt. King’s guests 
at Camp Upton and appeared as 
guest conductor and soloists respec- 
tively of the concert that is held 
there every Sunday. . 
In Arthur's ‘Swing Six’ are: John- 
ny Mince (T. Dorsey), clarinet; Phil 
Clifte. (WNEW), vibration; Bill 
> ton (P. Whiteman), piano; John 
— winner of World’s Fair 1941 
oe contest; Harry Kolstein (Bud- 
Y Clarke, tenor sax, and Frank Di 
acla (Van Alexander), bass violin. 


He returned a few days ago and 
was arrested. Police say Alexander 


Bonnie Baker Restored 
Auburndale, Mass., July 15. 
Bonnie Baker has rejoined Orrin 
Tucker at the Totem Pole Ballroom 
after being out of the band for six 
weeks due to appendectomy. 
Her op hasn't effected her style 
any, seemingly. 


Girl Singers Shift 


Chicago, July 15. 

Couple of new femme vocalists 
with orchestras in this territory. 
Jean Browne has joined the Ted 
Weems orchestra, current in Lake- 
side Park, Denver, Miss Browne re- 
places Marilyn Thorne. 

Margie Powell now with the Mark 
Russeli orchestra as vocalist. Rus- 
sell orchestra is in the Southern 
Mansion, in Kansas City. 
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IN $970 N.O. THEFT 


another | 


Alexander 


|admitted taking the money and that | 


LEXIBLE SCALE 


American Federation of Mu- 
sicians Improvises a Way 
Around Drastic Action 
That Recently Stunned 
Band Bookers — U.S. 
Treasury Sees No Objec- 
tion to Treating Percent- 
age Money as Additional 
Wages 


——— 


A TAX ANGLE 
| 





By BEN BODEC 


American Federation ef Musicians 
has suspended its recently promul- 
gated ban on the practice of book- 
ing dance bands into percentage 
dates. With the approval of the 
U. S. Treasury Department the AFM 
has adopted a bookkeeping method 
for inclusion in its standard booking 
contracts which will allow name 
units to take percentage engage- 
pepe without jeopardizing the status 





of the musicians under the Social | 
The compensation | 


|Security law. 
| section of the standard contract will 
| hereafter not only show the salaries 
| guaranteed the men in the band but 
| the ‘additional’ money that is 
‘ceived over and above the guarantee 
as a result of the percentage terms. 
The imposition of the ban had 
caused an uproar from both name 
bands and booking offices and the 
Federation had been hard put to 
find a way out of the dilemma. 
| When a practical solution did de- 
| velop General Samuel Ansell, Wash- 
| ington counsel for the A.F.M. sub- 
| mitted it to the tax authorities with- 
|in the Treasury Department. These 
| authorities pointed out that they 
|}saw no reason why the employer 
would be relieved of his responsibil- 
ities under the Social Security law 
so long as the cont-act treated the 
money received above the guarantee 
as more wages. The actual clause 
| to cover this phase of the contract 
has yet to be worked out and sub- 
mitted for approval to the Treasury 
Department. 
| James C. Petrillo, A.F.M. prez, de- 


clared Monday (14) that the inter- 
national had imposed the non-per- 
centage rule because it sought to 


| prevent the employer from using the 
| percentage angle to pass the secur- 
| ity tax burden on to the band lead- 
er. Some employers had argued 
that the leader had by virtue of ar- 
| ranging for a percentage of the pro- 
ceedings assumed a_ partnership 
status and that as such the leader 
should be made co-liable for the 
payment of the social security tax. 
Employer’s Burden 

The compensation section of the 
standard booking contract put out 
by the A.F.M. has, said Petrillo, but 
one object, and that is to bar any 
musician from getting into a posi- 
tion where the Government could 
look to him for the employer end 
of the tax. The union will be agree- 
able amending this section pro- 
viding that its purpose is not emas- 
culated or defeated. Petrillo said 
that he had hopes that the compen- 
sation section, showing the salaries 
of all men in the band for the en- 
gagement, will be eliminated eventu- 
ally. He declared that this section 
would become unnecessary once the 
| union's position on the security tax 
issue *became established in the 
‘courts. In the Griff Williamson case 
'the union has won its first lap in 
that direction. 
|derwriting the legal expense, Wil- 


to 


cago federal court to affirm the em- 

responsibility. This court 

in Williamson’s favor. The 

lu. S. government has not as yet in- 

|dicated whether it will appeal the 
decision. 


| liamson, a band leader, asked a Chi- | 
| 


| ployer’s 
| ruled 





cians union will discard the com- 


| 


| pensation 

once the Government announces that 
‘it will not take an appeal or in the 
| event of an appeal the lower court 
‘is upheld 


Te- 


With the A.F.M. un- | 


According to Petrillo, the Musi- | 


section of the contract | 
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Fretted Masters Set Meet 


Springfield, Mass., July 15. 
The American Guild of Banjoists, 
Mandolinists and Guitarists will 
| hold its 1942 annual convention in 


this city, it was decided at the an- 
|} nual convention at Niagara Falls, 
}N. Y., Thursday (10). 


| Tentative dates, according to the 
convention bureau of the Springfield 
Chamber of Commerce, are June 28 
through July 1. 


PHIL SPITALNY’S 
CHAUTAUQUA 
RECORD 














Chautauqua, N.Y., July 15. 
Jumping from Brahms to ‘Hut-Sut’ 
‘and back again, Phil Spitalny’s all- 
'femme troupe on Friday (11) enter- 
|tained the largest and most enthu- 
| Siastic crowds ever to fill the Chau- 
|tauqua Amphitheatre, setting a new 
| seven-year record. Mob of 10,000 


'was said to Rave been exceeded in 
|size only by attendance on Presi- 
|dent Roosevelt’s appearance in 1936. 
Spitalny’s girl orchestra and vo- 
lealists carried the big audience 
through the entire gamut of musical 
emotions and proved the Chau- 
|tauquaites far from ‘stuffy,’ 
| Spitalny observed later. 
Femmes got an immediate ovation 
as they came onto the stage and the 
tremendous crowd never let down 
in its enthusiasm once. 
off with a patriotic medley, went to 
Brahms, then to ‘Hut-Sut,’ then to 
‘Little Old Church in Engiand,’ ‘Ave 


Maria.’ ‘Amapola,’ ‘Star Dust,’ ‘Bo- 
lero,’ ‘Intermezzo,’ ‘The Bee,’ ‘Con- 
certo for Drums and Orchestra,’ 
‘Bell Song,’ ‘Deep River,’ ‘Lo Hear 
the Gentle Lark,” ‘Home on the 
Range’ and ‘God Bless America.’ 
Audience refused to let the gals 
go, however, after ‘God Bless Amer- 
ica’ and the heavy palm-pounding 
won ‘The Daring Young Man on the 


Flying Trapeze,’ ‘Tavern in the 
Town’ and ‘Sweet Adeline,’ as well 
as several other encores. 

75c. Band went to 
Y., for its regular 
Sunday (13) evening broadcast, 
| which was made from the Army’s 
Pire Camp there 


Admish was 
Watertown, N. 


Kaltenborn’s Draw 
Cincinnati, July 15. 

H. V. Kaltenborn, NBC news com- 
mentator, magneted 3,600 paid ad- 
missions Sunday (13) at WLW 
Miami Valley Chautauqua, at 
Franklin, O. 

Biggest draw in first three of eight 
Sunday programs which WLW airs. 


Clyde McCoy’s Dates 


Chicago, July 15. 

Clyde McCoy orchestra has been 
set for a full summer season without 
a lay-off through the Gus Edwards 
office here. 

Currently in the Lake Worth 
Casino at Ft. Worth, the band moves 
| to the Meadowbook Country Club on 
July 25 to stay through Aug. 7 and 
then into the Lyric, Indianapolis, for 
a week's theatre date. 

On the day following opens a 
month’s stay in the Peabody hotel 
at Memphis and jumps to the Coast 
for a week in the Paramount, L. A. 
| followed by a six-week sojourn in 

the Trianon Ballroom there, closing 





' on Oct. 29. 


as | 


They started | 
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Union Accepts Court’s Ruling, 
CLAUSE 1S rT Reinstates Three Expelled Members 
And Each Man Gets 


Around $600 





Philadelphia, July 15. 
Local 77, American Federation of 
Musicians, last week dropped its 
fight to upset a ruling of the courts 
to reinstate three ousted union mem- 
bers and reimburse them for time 


lost from employment due to the 
ouster over alleged chiseling on 
| scales, 


| Oscar Moldower, union attorney, 
informed the executive board, that 
no appeal could be taken to the U. S, 
Supreme Court—as had been in- 
tended—inasmuch as no Constitu- 
tional question was involved. The 
three men jn _ the _ controversy, 
George W. Tipton, Alvin Schatz, and 
Leon Gordon, formerly of the Car- 
men theatre pit band, have been 
reinstated with lost pay as was di- 
rected by the Courts. Each man re- 
ceives approximately $600. 

The original ruling against the 
union was made in common pleas 
court on the basis that the local filed 
an appeal from a trial board decision 
to the international executive board 
21 days after the union constitution’s 
deadline for such action. The com- 
mon pleas court ruling was upheld 
by both the State Supreme and State 
Superior courts. 


RAY NOBLE 
QUITS MORRIS 
FOR MCA 








Ray Noble bought his 
| back from the William 
agency, and has shifted to Musie 
Corp. of America. The maestro’s 
Morris deal had 14 more months to 
go and some $15,000 changed hands 
to effect the buyoff. Towards this, 
MCA contributed $3,000, but Noble 
put up the rest on his own. There 
have been vary:ng rumors that as 
| much as $20,000 had changed hands, 
| all underwritten by MCA, which the 
| latter denies. 

As usual, when such deals 
dissatisfaction with bookings the 
basic reason. MCA, meantime, has 
| Noble set for a radio commercial in 

near future. 


contract 
Morris 





occur, 


is 


| Doctors Protest Summer 
| Roof Dance Music As 


| Nuisance in St. Louis 


| 


St. Louis, July 15 
Court Judge Joseph B 
| Catanzaro will decide Saturday (19) 
whether it was music or just plain 
out by an orchestra 


re ter tise piel ..ef-Lind Dbsmete- 


hotel and whether the anti-noise 
|} ordinance has been violated. Last 
week testimony in the matter was 


} 


ver- 
ib- 


given and the judge deferred a 
| dict until counsel for both sides s\ 
mitted memorandums. 

Dr. Louis H. Behrens, who lives 
|across the street from the Chase, 
| was one of the most vehement ob- 
| Jectors. Another objector, Dr. 
| Hugh McCullough, who lives a block 
| north from the hotel, said the noise 
' kept him awake until 2 am. or 
later. 

| Albert C. Tucker, resident man- 
|ager of the hotel, the only defense 
| witness, testified he had ‘the orch 
public address system. disconiinued 
at midnight and had ordered the 
| north windows closed. He said he 
| had nothing to do with the hiring or 
| control of the entertainers. Defense 
| counsel argued that the anti-noise 
|} ordinance applies only to noises 
| made for advertising purposes. 

' Matty Malneck’s band was the at- 
' traction. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 











peeareurearncney wets 


wim: 


: 


; 
te 
¢ 
£ 
s 
* 
4 
? 
3 


so eee 








bie tides CET IS 








etn a A OO 


oe ow neo 


we 


a 














SOAS eS 





uae 


eet ety ah ae 








ae prema ae 





ee A ee ee gee = 


FEES |W Sie ore 


9 eee 


Po ie 


40 ORCHESTRAS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 16, 194] 





Inside Stufl—Orchestras 





Orchestra which Al Goodman batons for the U. S. Treasury Depart- 
ment series on CBS Wednesday nights includes five musicians who at one 
time had their own bands on the networks. 
handled the music.for the Major Bowes Family program: Nat Brusiloff, 
Harry Horlick, Murray Kellner (National Biscuit's ‘Let's Dance’), and 


Johnny Black. 





San Antonio has a group known as the ‘Gentlemen of Swing,’ a five- 
piece combo, all of whom are blind. They perform at a local drive-in. 
Comprising the orchestra are Aaron Lasiter, bass fiddle: 
piano; Jack Pannell, guitar; Johnny Crawford, sax and clarinet, and Sam 


Milsap at the drums. 





Glenn Miller, erroneously credited with having pulled 3,500 at the 
Prom Ballrcom, Minneapolis, on June 28, actually drew 5,742. 


They are Waldo Mayo, who 


Roy Gordon, 





On the Upbeat 


Ray Anthony, 18-year-old trum- 
peter originally discovered by . Al 
Donahue’s band, has rejoined the 
latter’s band after a fling with the 
Glenn Miller orch. Donahue band 
also is seeking a girl singer to take 
the place of Dee Keating, who is the 
wife of trumpeter Hank Maddelena. 
She decided to quit the business. 





Tommy Marvin is due for induc- 
tion in the Army late in July, an- 
other of the large number of 
maestros called up in’Detroit, but 
may get a reprieve being pounds 
underweight. 





Don Emmons has replaced Johnny 
Faust as guitarist in Glenn Moore’s 
combination. Faust was called up 
for Army service. 





Charlie Agnew orch set for week 
of July 26, Crystal Danceteria, Buck- 
eye Lake Park, O. Current is Hal 
Leonard. Park’s Danceland has Paul 
Whiteman in for onenighter Wednes- 
day (23). 


Nick Fatool, from Benny Good- 
as drummer, replacing Gene Lemen, 
who was ‘Caught in the Draft’ to- 
gether with George Paulsen, bring- 
ing in Jack Ferrier on first alto. 





Will Bradley is to play a third re- 
turn date at Totem Pole B., Auburn- 
dale, Mass., as soon as his booking 
schedule permits. Operator Roy Gill 
plans to switch from present one- 
week policy for bands to a month, 
since Bradley’s draw increased daily 
on his two previous engagements. 





Dave Newman, former fiddler with 
the WCAU (Philly) house band, has 
joined Paul Whiteman’s orchestra. 

Wes Lear, drummer, 
Johnny McGee. 

Al Datz, Philly fiddler, new addi- 
tion with the Vincent Lopez aggrega- 
tion. 


Jose Morand current at Frank Sei- | 


den’s Lido Beach Club, L. I, 

George Hamilton indefinite at 
Terrace Club of the Mansion, near 
Youngstown, O. 





Cafe Society Four, new vocal 
quartet, opens today (Wednesday) at 


HARRY 





- 








AND H.s 

§§ Music Makers Orchestra 

NBC—Columbia Records 
OPENING JULY 18 


EARLE, PHILADELPHIA 


Dir.: — Music 


Corp of America 














RAYMOND 


Cafe Society Uptown, N. Y., re- 
placing the Golden Gate quartet who 
are now filling vaude engagements. 





Charlie Barnet, who starts a six- 
week stand at the Casa Manana, 
Culver City, July 22, has dubbed his 
seven-piece small unit, ‘The Chero- 
kees,’ after the tune which he helped 
popularize. . 

Louis Prima set for a week’s en- 
gagement at Luna Park Ballroom, 
Coney Island, starting July 18. 
Michael Loring, the incumbent band, 
remains. 

Pinky Tomlin, who moves into 
Manhattan Beach, N. Y., Aug. 17, has 
added Jeri Sullivan to his band as 
vocalist. She joined the outfit last 
week in San Antonio, 


race of the Glenwood hotel, Dela- 


ware Water Gap, Pa. 

Herbie Holmes opened two-week 
engagement Sunday (13) at Kenny- 
wood Park, Pittsburgh, replacing 
Lang Thompson. Latter picked up 
new vocalist, Patti Gene, in Pitt as 
temporary rep'acement for Peggy 
Nolan, injured recently in auto 
crack-up. 





at Green's, Pitisburgh, Monday (21) 


Clyde Knight, then Everett Hoag- 
land. 


—_——- ’ 


Marty Gregor band has opened in- 


Tavern, near Pittsburgh. 





Billy Iates into Merry-Go-Round, 
Pittsburgh, for limited stay, re- 
placing Little Joe Hart and his mu- 
sic. 

Al Kavelin booked into West View 
Park, Pittsburgh, for 10-day engage- 
ment beginning July 25. 





Herman Middleman back leading 
his own band at Yacht Club, Pitts- 


Archie Tarshis for several weeks. 


Bob Strong orch has had its op- 
tion picked up by the northside 
Chicago Villa Moderne. This means 
an additional four weeks. 





JUKEBOX 





Lou Breese slated for a two-c:: 
stand at Hamid’s Pier, Atlantic City, | 
July 21-22. 


en \ 





now with) 


Harvey Cocks and James Mc- | 
| Wheatley, midwest band buyers, 


| weeks. They’re headquartering at 
| the William Morris office. 


Billy MacDonald and His Royal 
Highlander orchestra open a three- 
week engagement at the Casa Del 
| Rey Hotel, Santa Cruz, July 21. 


Johnny Long, who recently went 


until Sept. 1. 

Pete Viera, former pianist for 
Bob Crosby, is now leading the or- 
chestra at the Ka-See Club, Toledo. 
Nita Lewis, local girl, is vocalist. 

Tim Murphy’s orchestra is now 
playing in the El Dorado Room of 
, the Commodore Perry hotel, Toledo. 


orchestra for Hotel Worthy’s Silver | 
Room, Springfield, Mass. Band 
takes the spot vacated by Les Jack- 
; son's outfit, which was split up by | 
the draft. 





Earle Hill and his Cavemen, Van- 
| couver, B. C., on a two-month vaca- 
tion. Replaced at the Cave by 
| Marsh Phimister band from Winni- 
| peg. 


Dean Hudson opened Friday (11) 
for indefinite engagement at Sum- 
mit Club, Baltimore. Will continue 
broadcasting Lance Toast-Chee pro- 
gram mornings from Washington. 
Sandy Canaris, from Mal Hallet, re- 
placed Jimmy Farr at trumpet with | 
band. Jerry Kennelly, past five 








| 
Anson Weeks orchestra goes into . 
| ited | crowd asked for it and whistled and 


F m on . | bz Frou 
JA , | years with Music Corp. of America, backgro ind ; 
he oe -F \ a4 a Fe a th a em RIE Se Oe Le Ahi eo ning of feats F A 


| 


| the Muehlebach hotel, Kansas City, | 
for the month of August. 

Abe Lyman moves north when he | 
finishes his current orchestral chore 
at the Palladium, Hollywood, for six 
nights at the Palladium, Portland. | 





One-nighters are slated for Seattle, | 
Tacoma and Seaside, Ore. | 





Woody Herman band into Pal- 
ladium, Los Angeles, for eight weeks, | 
starting July 18. 








| 
Ernest McLean, former baritone | 
with Tommy Tucker's -band at Fort | 





SCOTT 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


Just Released 
.“IN A SUBWAY FAR FROM 
IRELAND” 


“MEXICAN JUMPING BEAN” 





Columbia Record No. 36211 ®@ 
MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 











Jackson, Columbia, S. C., and on sta- 


tion WIS’ army show. 





Willard Schillinger from Scranton 
in fifth summer season at the Tennis 
Club of The Inn, Buck Hill Falls, Pa. 





Bart Dutton’s band, a Philly out- 





Sante the Hotel New Yorker, remains | 


Dan Stern has booked Bert Dolan’s | 


SPOTS 


Columbus, O., July 15. 


Don Bestor winds up six-week stay | 


and will be followed for forinight by | 


definite engagement at William Penn | 


burgh, after turning baton over to. 


} 
| 


EASED LAW AIDS 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


/ 





(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukebores 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to Vartety. Names 
of more than one baid or wnocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being plawed. Figures and names in 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 
and respective publishers.) 


‘ { Sammy Kaye......... Victor 
1. Daddy (6) Republic ......... *eeeeres* | Andrews Sisters. ......Decca 

x \ Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 

2. Maria Elena (3) Southern ..... **eee* ) Tony Pastor........Bluebird 

8. Green Byes (3) BOusBern .nicccccoves - dJimmy Doersey........ Decca 

\ Freddie Me'iin.....Bluebird 

4. Hut Sut Song (4) Schumann....... tie) lS Bluebird 
Be , { Jimmy Dorsey... ..... Decca 

S. Aurora..(5) RODOins. ... ic ervccscsvecoes ) Andrews Sisters...... Decea 
nt { Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 

6. My Sister and I (7) BMI TEeEREPEEEE TT } Benny Goodman.. .Columbia 
7. Intermezzo (9) Schuberth ........ oe (a veh east Cal wecea 
} Benny Goodman.. .Columbia 

: - 7 { Alvino Rey.........Bluebird 

8. Nighty Night (5) Beacon ......... **** ) Booby Byrne.......... Decca 
. F { Horace Heidt......Columbia 

9. Goodbye Dear Be Back Year (1) C. toC. ) Dick Rober 'son.......Decca 
10. Rose and a Prayer (1) BVC........... Jimmy Dors2y........ Decca 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 
(These records are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but growing 
in demand on the coin machines.) 


apne { Jimmy Dorsey...... .Decea 
Yours (Marks) ...........sseseeereeeeeeees } Vaughn Monroe.....Bluebird 

, : . : {Sammy Kaye ........Victor 
Don’t Cry Cherie (Shapiro) ........ seeeees 1 Glenn Miller ..... Bluebird 
Yes, Indeed (Embassy) ............ee0. -.- Tommy Dorsey....... Victor 


{Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 


1; 
When the Sun Comes Out (BVC).......... ) Charlie Spivak ........Okeh 


? { Bing Crosby..........Decca 

Goodbye, Darlin, Goodbye.......... ***99** ) Gene Autry - Chek 
Kiss the Boys Goodbye (Famous)........ $s ) Sommy Dorsey... fa - Victor 
(Tommy Tucker...Columbia 

—— = (Bing Cresay ...c.ekss Decca 

l lle ¢ c See ee . . ; 

Til Reveille (Melody Lane ""'5* ) Kay Kyser ...... Columbia 
I Guess I'll Have to Dream the Rest (Block) Glenn Miller ...... Bluebird 





' New regulation of the Ohio de- | 
man’s band, joined Claude Thornhill | Visiting in New York for a couple of | partment of liquor control has proved 


1a boon to the coin-operated phono- 
| graph business. Under the old 
rules, operators of places 
| licenses to sell drinks or beer by the 
|}glass could not offer their patrons 
| orchestra or phonograph music after 
midnight unless they obtained a 
$1,000 night-club license. 
However, under a more 
regulation just adopted, the taverns 


closing hour for the bar—l a.m.— 
without buying the extra license. 


in lots of nickels, as well as give 
some orchestras another hour’s, pay. 


FATS WALLER STOMPEDES 








| Seattle Concert Is Near Capacity— 
Enthusiasm Riotous 
Seattle, July 15. 
Fats Waller’s swing concert Mon- 
day night (14) at the Moore theatre 


Sleepy People’ and ‘Sometimes I'm 
Happy,’ soft arrangements; 
was the swing the crowd liked. They 
cheered some hot improvisations 
with John Hamilton, trumpet, and 
Eugene Sedric, tenor sax, alternat- 
ing out in front of the band. 

Using four reeds, five brass and 
four rhythym, the band has a solid 
ringing style, which makes a 

singing 

> Sola eRe ” Midhe Sap ate hae 234 
es Of ifi2 batid. . 

Wasn't a question of selling it, 


nice 
and 
Ne TLe 


for the 


nradg 
the 


yelled when their mitts gave out. 

Meanwhile Ozzie Nelson’s second 
night (12) at the Trianon drew very 
good 1,700 at $1. 





Band Bookings ° 











Mountainside, N. J. 
Park, Palisades, N. J. 
B., Auburndale, Mass. 


Park, Cincinnati. 


Clyde Lucas, July 20, Manhattan | Club, Charleston, W. Va.; 25-Aug. 4, 


Beach, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Tommy Dorsey, July 21, Cavalier | 


Hotel, Virginia Beach, Va. 
Bunny Berigan, July 21, Steel Pier, 
Atlantic City, N. J. | 


Charlie Barnet, July 16, Cheyenne, | 


drew a near-capacity crowd. First 
hot night of the northwest’s sum- 
|mer did not bother the crowd. 
The sweet side was not over- 
looked, as Weller did ‘Still of the 
Night,’ and ‘Summertime’ on the 
organ and the band gave “Two)|} 


but it | 


with 





Coin-Catching Records—and Others 











Charioteers ‘Daddy’—Down, Down, Down’ (Okeh 67242) 
Charioteers cut a copy of ‘Daddy’ that stands up very favorably in com- 
parison with any made. They corral all the rhythmic possibilities, add a 
few tasty touches of their own and do it all in good tempo. It should 
sell. Backing is the third release of a curiously effective original intro- 


| duced by the Mills Bros. It rates. 


liberal | 


can offer music until the statutory | 


The extra hour is expected to bring | 


Charioteers’ ‘Daddy’ stands head and shoulders over Vaughn Monroe's 
try (Bluebird 11189), with Marilyn Duke vocalling. His disc spins to the 
vocal before identification is possible and the instrumental work following 
allows only momeniary glimpses of tre melody. It’s the poorest so far. 





Harry James ‘Jeffries Blues’—‘Sharp As a Tack’ (Columbia 36190) 

There was no point in hooking these two sides together. They're both 
drivingly played originals either of which would have been better in com- 
pany with something commercial. ‘Jeffries Blues’ is studded with good 
breaks, pafticularly one on piano while the coupling is solidly done in 
brisk, Jump style. Latter, however, is one of those repetitious things that 
add up to nothing no matter how well they're played. Mostly for jive 
hounds, not average machine. 


Charlie Spivak ‘When Sun Comes Out’—Charlie’s Horse’ (Okeh 6246) 

Gary Stephens kicks in with good vocalling on ‘Sun,’ which, coupled to 
the band’s backgreunding and Spivak’s trumpeting, makes the side a sale- 
able item. Tune is a listenable one, out a few months, but about which 
little has been done. An original, ‘Horse’ kicks solidly in mdoerate tempo. 
Arrangement is cleverly developed and studded with solos. Sides help 
Spivak’s rising stature. 

Wayne King ‘Waltzes You Saved For Me’ (Victor Album P-70) 

King’s waltz style finds wide reaction among music buyers who like to 
sip the sweet and smooth. This book of eight sides, which includes some 
of the best standard waltzes in the files, should sell easily. In addition 
any or all of the discs can be used separately for coin machine consump- 
tion, King plays ’em in his usual style, wading through ‘I'm Forever Blow- 
ing Bubbles,’ ‘Waltz You Saved for Me,’ ‘I Love You Truly,’ ‘La Golon- 
drina,’ ‘Sweethearts,’ “Three O'Clock in the Morning,’ ‘Alice Blue Gown,’ 


'and ‘Smoke Gets in your Eyes.’ 


- k*and 
wren, bY tay, s~ . 


| San Diego; 31, Riverside B., Phoe- 
| nix, Ariz.; Aug. 1, Liberty Hall, El 
Bob Chester, July 17, Chatterbox, 

| Building, Houston, Tex.; Aug. 4, Cot- 
Bill McCune, July 17, Palisades | ton Palace Coliseum, Waco, Tex.; 
? | Aug. 5, City Aud., Galveston, Tex.; 
Alvino Rey, July 17, Totem Pole} Aug. 6, 
| Alexandria, La.; Aug. 7, Aud., Hous- 
Ben Young, July 18, Coney Island | ton. Tex. 


lantic City; Aug. 13-Sept. 1, Elitch 
Gardens, Denver. 


| fit, set until fali in the outdoor ter-| Wyoming; 17, Saltair Beach, Salt ‘Casino, Fort Worth, 








COUNT BASIE 


and His Orchestra 
Currently 


RITZ-CARLTON 
BOSTON 


Columbia Records 





Lake City; 18, El Patio B.. Reno: 19. 
Sweet's B., Sacramento; 20, Sweet's 


Beuny Goodman, July 24, Sherman 
Hotel, Chicago. 

Bernie Cummins, July 14-24, 
Plantation Club, Houston; 25-Aug., 1, 
Lake Worth Casino, Ft. Worth; Aug. 
2-16, Club Trocadero, Henderson, 
Ky. 

Jimmie Lunceford, July 26, Sweet's 
B., Sacramento; 27-28, Sweet's B., 
Oakland; 30, American Legion Hall, 
Direction 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY, INC. 





Paso, Tex.; Aug. 3, Automobile 
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TOP QUALITY PHOTOGRAPHS 
AT NEW LOW PRICES 








Murphy’s Skating Rink, 


Size 100 200 | 500, 

- . eo + 7s 2 5 

Al Kavelin, July 20-27, Casa Loma|f # * § en ie crap "ashe 
Post Cards ........ 3.50 6.50 10.00 

Westview Park, Pittsburgh. Business Cards.... 3.25 5.50 5. 
All items are genuine high quality 

Raymond Scott, July 18-25, Cedar photographs and are made from 
Point, O.; 28-Aug. 1, Steel Pier, At- either your print or negative. Free 


samples and additional prices on re- 
quest. 


KEHRES PHOTO SERVICE 


2103 Lee Rd. Cleveland, Ohio 


Isham Jones, July 20, Lake Worth 
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Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


NEW YORK 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 





Covers Total 


Weeks Past Covers 


Musician’s : Sidelines 





Buffalo, July 15. 

Nomination for busiest local 
bandsman: sax player Jack Pro- 
lejko of WBEN house crew. 

Besides a 40-hour week at stu- 
dios, he’s secretary to a council- 
man and runs a pharmacy in 
spare time. 








Band Hotel Played Week Un Date 
Bobby Byrne..... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1).......... 5 1,700 7,450 
Xavier Cugat..... Waldorf (375; $1-$1.50).........-.. 13 2,075 27,250 
Tommy Dorsey... Astor (1,000; 75c-$1)...........e0+.. 8 3,575 37,350 
Ray Heatherton.. Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)........000. 5 400 2,050 
Ray Kinney*......-Lexington (300: 75c-$1.50)......+0.. 13 1,250 17,350 
Johnny Long*.....New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 5 1,250 6,350 
Hal Saunders ... St. Regis (400; $1-$1.50)...........4. 8 375 3,350 


— 


*Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. 


CHICAGO 


Jimmy Dorsey (Panther Room, Sherman Hotel; 700; $1-$2 min.). Busi- 
ness continues to build in this.spot with a smash week for the Dorsey 
crew, playing to 6,100 people. Draw entirely due to band, as show policy 
has been discontinued during their stay. 

Skinnay Ennis (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $2-$2.50 supper min.). 
Ennis band practically intact again after accident which incapacitated 
many of the members. Business holding up well, with Ennis established 





FUNDS PRETTY 
VAGUE 


St. Louis, July 15. 
Inquiries are under way here and 
in Jefferson City into charges that 
local jukebox operators were tapped 
an estimated $14,000 to defeat two 
bills, introduced in the Missouri leg- 





as a definite b.o. draw with: 2,300 customers. 
Boyd Raeburn (Chez Paree; 500; $2.50-$3.50 min.). Capacity business 


every night this past week, due primarily to show headed by Milton | 


Berle. Conventions in town helped to jump the total number of payees | 
to 5,200, for a terrific week. 

Jimmy Joy (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). Still | 
showing a nice increase, Joy and his crew came through a good week 
with the fine total of 2,500 customers. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Carl Ravazza (Palace; 500; 50c-$1.25). Aided by socko opening with the 
DeMarcos (Sally Craven replacing Renee) pace is zippy. Opening night 
gross estimated around $1,500. 


LOS ANGELES 


Abe Lyman (Palladium; 6,000; 55c-$1.10). Lyman hitting around the 
15,000 admish figure on third week and certain to poll the third highest 
gross for the dancery since its opening. Only Glenn Miller and Tommy 
Dorsey topped him. Certain for a repeat later on. 

Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Grove’s long run champ 
averaging better than 400 covers nightly which is plenty okay considering 
the time of year although the tourist season is en in full sway and Cocoa- 
nut Grove is still tops with the visiting firemen. 

Harry Owens (Aquatic Room, Hotel Miramar, Santa Monica (500; 50c- 
$1). Catching on to the tune of around 2,000 covers a week. Only class 





islature, that would have crippled 
their biz. Charles M. Hay, chairman 
of the local Board of Election Com- 
missioners, stated that he understocd 
$12,000 had been raised and 50% 


of it paid to make certain that 
the bills would be slain. 
Several jukebox operators said 


that such a fund was raised but most 
of them said they were unable to re- 
call who had collected it, how it was 
to be used, or whether they had con- 
tributed to it. William Betz, prez 
of the W. B. Novelty Co., asserted 
his salesmanager, Martin Balensiefer, 
handled the raising of the fund, the 
contacts with legislators and ‘the rest 
of it.’ Balensiefer replied that there 
might have been such a fund but he 
denied handling it. 

John LeBan, prez, and Everett H. 
Fisher, sec. of the Associated Phono- 
graph Owners, denied any knowl- 


edge of the existence of such a 
fund and both asserted that the bills 
were killed by the organization’s 


plan of being represented at hear- 
ings before a committee handling the 





BRAIN CONCUSSION 


spot on the ocean front and pulling the better class of white flannel trade. 


DECCA PROFITS |..." concussion 


Wheel of Car 


SUBSTANTIAL 


Buffalo, July 15. 
Gabriel Viscusi, 25, clarinet player, 

fell asleep at the wheel of his car 

which plunged 14 feet into an under- 





. ass. 
1 J in cea Rec- |? : , : P 
Improved GRE Rng of Dece He is suffering a serious brain 
ords, Inc., this year are reflected by | eaeeanion 


steady record of dividend declara- 
tions to date—55c has been de- 


measures. Fred Lehmkuehl, prez 
of the W. L. Amusement Co., said he 
heard there was going to be some 
kind of levy and that he reported the 
matter to Peter O. Brandt, factory 
distributor for Wurlitzer pho- 
nographs and was advised to make 
no contribution to the fund. 


loons to have jukeboxes in them 
were killed by the House Committee 
on Criminal Jurisprudence June 24. 








| —— 


clared or paid already this year. | 
Net income for the March quarter | 
(first this year amounts to 56c per 
share, more than covering the four | 
declarations so far in 1941, or net 
income of $211,159. 

As compared with this showing. 
Decca reported only $105,159 in the | 
March quarter last year, equal to 
28c per share. The second quarter | 


— 


Pacific Northwest Dates Pay Off: . 
Raymond Scott Big Cincy Draw 


Fine weather pulling 
s didn’t influence this set-up. Attend- 


earnings of the company are re-| a (Estimates) 

ported running well ahead of the Ozzie Nelson (Trianon B., Seattle, Wash., July 11). 
June, 1940, quarter when Decca/| for the many nearby lakes and resort: 

turned in $170,571 net income. , ance hit 1,100 at $1 per. 





Sid Olshein’s Music Masters play- 
ing Rocco’s, Saratoga Springs, N.Y. 


JIMMY 
DORSEY 


.and His Orchestra 


Currently 


COLLEGE INN 


SHERMAN HOTEL, CHICAGO 
Over NBC Every Nite 


Raymond Scott (Coney Island Par 











Bob Crosby 
proving again it doesn’t pay to com 
circus, in Bridgeport same night. 

Eddie Durham 
week-end stand of sepia band gather 
ofay and colored, drew 1,600 at 55c 

Woody Herman 


week-end July 4 holiday, 
stitute an impressive s.cowing. 

| Lou Breese (Joyland Park, Lexing 
| hoofers at $1.20 per. 

Henry Busse (Surf Beach Club, V 
'time record of 2,800 attending at $1 
1.437 at $1, $1.40, makes Busse’s the 
this spot in three years. 

Sammy Kaye (Saylor’s Lake Pavi 





Personal Management —'BILL BURTON | 
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|only three days and luring 1,900 p 
| Beach, Bridgeport, July 6). Rainstor 
| 
| 
' 





in red, 1,050 at $1.10. 
Vaughn Monroe (Waldemere Park, 


Ray Noble (Pailadium, Portland, Ore., July 3-5, 7-9). 
' ance of 13,000 grossed a good $6,600 at 40c, 60c. 


(Oak Grove Casino, Milford, Conn., July 3-6). 


(Prom B., Minneapolis-St. 
| that he followed on Glenn Miller’s heels here and came immediately after | 
the 2,500 people pulled by Herman at 88c con- 


A six-day attend- 


k, Cincinnati, July 11-13). At a Tic 


gate tap band pulled 786 dancers Friday, 3,409 on Saturday and closed 
Sunday to a fine turnout of 1,586; excellent. 
(Pleasure Beach, Bridgeport, July 2). 


Only 528 at 77c, 
pete with Ringling-Barnum & Bailey 


Long 
ed lots of velvet. Two dawn dances, 
and Saturday-Sunday biz added 500, 
Paul, July 9). 


ton, Ky., July 8). 
Jirginia Beach, Va., July 5). An 
65. (Armory, Mobile, Ala., 
first band to go into percentages in 


lion, Saylorsburg, Pa., July 8). The 


‘Swing and Sway’ king proved terrifie draw, following Alvino Rey by 


aying customers at $1.10. (Pleasure 
-m and after-Fourth reaction put date 


Erie Pa., July 7). 1,402 dancers paid 


$1, $1.50, to attend this session in spite of a heavy rainfall. Take was 

| good, $1,308. P 

| Orrin Tucker (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., July 7-9). After 
0 he G | drawing terrific 11,000 patrons over weekend, Tucker continued strong 


| draw with 5,600 at $1.35 per couple for $3,780 gross. 
Band gave spot tremendous $11,205 for 


| 1.800 Tuesday, 2,300 Wednesday. 


and his orchestra hee ath 


HOTEL NEW YORKER 


Drew 1,500 Monday, 


Claude Thornhill (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., July 10-12). Thorn- 


JUKEBOX LOBBY 


Both bills, which would have made | 
it unlawful for any tavern and §&a-} 


Fair take with 350 


all 
July 11.) | 


Krupa-Cass Daley 


(Estimates for This Week) 

Will Bradley, New York—(Para- 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99). Third 
; week tapered off to $45,000, after 
, sensational $140,000 collected in first 
two weeks. ‘Caught in Braft’ (Par), 
;On screen, of course, continues the 
| main draw. Bradley’s crew is forced 
to leave today (Wed.) because of 
| previous booking, although Bob 
Hope’s film stays a fifth week, as 
does remainder of stage show. Joe 
Venuti band replaces on fifth ses- 
sion. 


Cab Calloway, New York—- 
(Strand; 2,767; 35-55-75-85-99). With 
‘Manpower’ (WB) (2d wk). Picture 
drawing despite poor notices, with 
| Calloway’'s outfit figured as real 
j}magnet. Potent $38,000 indicated for 
|second session, after hefty $45,000 
lon initial week, helped by July 4 
| holiday crowds. 

Phil Harris, Indianapolis (Lyric; 
1,900, 30-40-50). With ‘Passage to 
Hong Kong’ (WB). Harris is evi- 
| dently the major lure here and 
; house is looking for excellent $15,000, 
one of the top weeks of the year. 

Sammy Kaye, Pittsburgh (Stanley; 
| 3,800, 25-40-60) with ‘Reaching for 
the Sun’ (iar). Film didn’t get 
much aitention from the 
which put the b.o. burden on Sammy 
Kaye and his band is coming 
through for very good $21,000. 


Gerie Krupa, Philadelphia (Earle: 
2,768, 35-46-57-68) with ‘Knew All 
the Answers’ (Col), Cass Daley and 
other acts. The stage show is the 
b.o. power here this week and 
$19,600 will be a sweet take. 

Little Jack Little, Kansas City 
(Tower; 2,110, 10-30) with ‘San An- 
tonio Rose’ (U). Fine $8,000 in view 








Stays third stanza. | 


press, | 


Fine $19,600 In 


Philly; Harris Nifty $15,000, Indpls., 
Calloway's 2d N. Y., Potent $38,000 


t's also the third week for Os- 
borne’s orch and business at the 
house still excellent, with $15,000 
currently. Bob Hope film getting 
most of the credit. 

Dick Stabile, Chicago (Chicago, 


4,000, 35-55-75) with ‘Caught in the 
Draft’ (Par) (3d wk) plus Roches- 
ter, Gracie Barrie and others. Roch- 


ester is probably most potent draw, 
considering film’s third week. and 
biz is very big for anticipated 


$40,000. 

Paul Whiteman, Minneapolis—(Or- 
pheum; 2,800: 39-44-55). ‘She Knew 
All Answers’ (Col) plus two good 
acts, Flo & Bob Robinson and Jack 
Gilford. Picture okeh, but neither it 
nor rest of show means a thing as 
far as boxoffice is concerned, White- 
man’s orchestra being the sole and 
powerful draw. Looks like $14,000, 

Sammy Kaye, Pittsburgh—(Stane 
ley; 2,800; 25-40-60). Coupled with 
‘Reaching for Sun’ (Par), but mage- 
net definitely is Kaye, who has ale 
| Ways done a profitable biz for this 
spot. Currently doing better than 
ever before, however, and will wind 
up with ringing $21,000. That’s in 
| Upper brackets at Stanley. 


Former Detroit Mayor 
In on Sound Machines 


Detroit, July 15. 


i 











“With a former Detroit mayor and 
present president of the City Coun- 


‘cil, John W. Smith, as head of the 
{local agency the Panoram Company 
| has started the extensive distribution 
| of its sound machines in taverns 
| here. 

is chiefly attributed to Little’s orch. | 


President of the Tivoli Brewing 


Will Osborne, Los Angeles (Para-|company, Harold Colby, also is one 


mount; 3,595, 30-44-55-75) with 





of the franchise holders in the 


‘Caught in the Draft’ (Par) (3d wk). | Michigan set-up. 











Considering | # 


For information write 
Greyhound Travel Bureau at 
nearest city below: 

New York City « Cleveland, Ohio 
Chicago, Illinois e Philadelphia, Pa. 
Boston, Mass. © Washington, D.C. 
Detroit, Michigan St. Louis, Mo. 
San Francisco, Ca!.eFt. Worth, Tex. 
Minneapolis, Minn. eLexington. Ky. 
Charleston, W. Va. e Cincinnati, O. 
Richmond, Va. e Memphis, Tenn. 
New Orleans, La. ¢ Windsor, Ont. 
(44 London Street, E.) ¢ Montreal, 
Quebec, (1188 Dorchester St., W.) 
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Greyhound is the first choice in travel 
for many more reasons than extra 
economy! There’s the extra convenience 
of frequent schedules, handy terminals 
—the extra comfort of traveling in 
smooth-riding, air-conditioned Super- 
Coaches—plus the extra reduction in 
transportation costs when you charter 
an entire Greyhound for a group travel- 
ing together. Next time you go on the 


professionally or for pleasure— 


go Greyhound, anywhere in America. 





hill has been milking this territory for past nine months and therefore 
pulled surprise on first engagement here by drawing 7,200 customers at 
$1.35 per couple for big gross of $4,860; 1,400 Trursday, 2,600 Friday and 
3,200 Saturday. 
Blue Barron (Pleasure Beach, Bridgeport. July 13). 930 at Tic, n. s. g. 
Glenn Miller (Aragon B., Chicago, July 12). Miller gathered 9,000 ad- 
missions at $1.10 beating the spot’s previous attendance records. 
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Ralph Peer’s Latin-American Music 
Findings; Deprecates U.S. Carelessness s22<.'.2. feast 





By RALPH S. PEER 
(President, Southern Music Co.) 


On a trip via airplane starting from 
New York on March 21 and return- 
ing to N. Y. July 1, I have just com- 
pleted an inspection of Latin Amer- 
ica. I have been in every country 
excepting Venezuela and Bolivia— 
18 out of 20. . 

In general, there has been a tre- 
mendous expansion of the music 
publishing industry in this region, 
probably due to the _ increasing 
broadcasting facilities which, in 
turn, create a need for popular mu- 
sic. In all countries, Mexican mu- 
sic rivals the native output and in 
some countries, notably Chile and 
Peru, Mexican music is more popu- 
lar than the local tunes. 

U. S. Filmusicals 

American foxtrots are much used 
in the large cities because of the 
fine orchestrations available usually 
at a low price. On every boat ar- 
riving from New York, some mem- 
ber of the crew brings along 100 or 
more American orchestrations which 
he has acquired free of charge from 
the New York publishing houses. 
No duties are paid and the orches- 
trations are handled bootleg fashion 
and sold far below local cost to the 
various orchestra leaders. 

Jive and jazz are selling well in 
record form but, considering the 
small royalties which result when 
the depreciated currencies are 
turned into dollars, this means noth- 
ing to American publishers. 

American musical films are either 
very big or very badd in Latin 
America. The complete lack of un- 
derstanding on the part of Holly- 
wood producers as to what ‘will and 
wk.at will not get by in these coun- 
tries is amazing. Latin American 
scenes are usually backed up by 
synthetic rumbas written by com- 
posers of every nationality and, if 
background music is used, the 
chances are nine out of ten that it 


sounds incongruous to Latin Amer- | 


ican ears. 

The current difficulties between 
ASCAP and the broadcasters have 
not helped the situation any because 
now the American film music 
reaches Latin America absolutely 


cold—there are no longer any hits | 


in American films. 

On the other hand, Mexican films, 
which enjoy considerable popularity 
in all Spanish-speaking countries, 
are filled with the right music and 
frequently help to introduce big hits. 
A good example is the Mexican- 
made film, ‘Al Son de la Marimba,’ 
in which the orchestra of Alberto 
Dominguez (composer of ‘Frenesi’ 
and ‘Perfidia’) appears playing some 
new Dominguez tunes. His new song 
having the same title as the picture 
has scored a big success and there 
is now the question to be answered, 
*Did the song make the picture or 
did the picture make tke song?’ 

BMI runs are rapidly taking over 
the market. Important New York 
publishers have created a most 


me Sak 


a eye 
perey «644 


Mutual Network Pluss 


eager impression while trying 


to learn the rudiments of the Latin- 
| American music game. Directors 
'in ASCAP have gone to Cuba, for 
example, and have promised local 
composer-bandleaders to use their 
influence in ASCAP to obtain per- 
forming fees from ASCAP for the 
uses of Cuban music controlled by 
ASCAP publisher@ These promises 
have been followed by no action, al- 
though the Cubans have faithfully 
kept their side of the bargain by 
giving plenty of local radio plugs to 
the repertoires controlled by these 
publishers. 

One of these publishers makes it 
a practice to contact all Cuban and 
Mexican composers who are known 
to be under contract to local firms 
in an effort to create dissatisfaction 
with the local publishing interests. 
i These tactics are exactly the oppo- 
site of what is required to do busi- 
'ness in Latin-America and have left 
'a very painful impression as to the 
character and responsibility of New 
York publishers. 

Naturally, Latin America follows 
| the American lead as to foxtrots and 
‘BMI music is supplanting the 
| ASCAP product as to the orchestras 
which feature foxtrots. In Buenos 
Aires particularly. 

There is keen interest amongst 
Latin-American composers as to the 
| activities of the Rockefeller Com- 
'mittee (Music Division) which, ac- 
‘cording to the information spread 
| throughout this territory, is supposed 
‘to help intrdduce Latin-American 
i'musiec to North America and vice 
|versa. Nothing has developed ex- 
|cept form letters sent out by the 
| Committee to the symphonic and 
highbrow writers who, of course, 
lhave nothing to offer which works 
| up any popular interest in the coun- 





try of origin and which certainly 
will do no better in the United 
States. 


SADIAC Strong 


Tribute must be paid to Francisco 
|Canaro, the famous Argentine im- 
presario and composers, for his lead- 
ership of the Argentine Society of 
| Authors and Composers (SADIAC). 
With the active assistance of two 
|other well known maestros, Fran- 
cisco Lomuto and Osvaldo Fresedo, 
ihe has made the Argentine Society 
ithe strongest in the Western Hemis- 
|phere considering the size of the 
'country. SADIAC is housed in a 
| beautiful new three-story building 
|in the heart of Buenos Aires, owned 
| by the Society. The problem of dis- 
| tributing royalties, which has weak- 
| ened and nearly destroyed ASCAP, 
has been solved very simply under 
the leadership of Canaro—the money 
is paid out in exact accordance with 
\the amounts obtained from users. 
Modern accounting machinery is 
|used and all money is distributed in 
'direct proportion to the uses re- 
| ported from each source. In the 
| SADIAC building, there is a club 
\for. the membership, large social 
halls and an auditorium for concerts 
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The following tabulation of network popular music performances is con- 


“fined to WOR, New York release for 


Mutual 


The compilation herewith covers the week beginning July 7 (Monday) 


and ending July 13 (Sunday), from 
recapitulations furnished by Accurat 


TITLE 


| eh Wintre h6 Aine wins ores athos are Gee a eee Republic ......... 13 
Hut Sut Song ....... SeLks NR Ga ERy wae oo Kha des aes Schumann 

hia Sere tena d 4k vasa subd deeneseeahacerhs pe ae 9 
I I rng Oe eg ee BOUNOTN. ..cdccre 9 
Dolores—*Las Vegas Nights ..............ccceseeeee Paramount . 
WE SAUER 6.6 's.0'6. 5% i563 bhp 0000s ev eedeSdeees Shapiro 
I gle cg eM Pe es a ee . 
Kiss Boys Goodbye—*Kiss Boys Goodbye........... Famous 


Love Me a Little Little 
Intermezzo 
Ma I Miss Your Apple Pie 


i 


8 a.m. to 2 a.m., and based on daily 
e Reporting Service. 


PUBLISHER TOTAL 


cea Cee Oe eee Mayfair ....s‘s0 
eR he fee hae ee Schuberth ... 


Denne C6-s bebe ode 606s 66 oe Loeb 
As If You Didn’t Know—*Time Out Rhythm......... i aes 
Do I Worry? ..... Se aSER bh bale on kc Bods 6 hbo 09 be bo Melody Lane .... 
I a Wahi we ReE De uy bh vhe bee secden MOULHETH 65.si0% 
BEOTOOT OF TEAMS 2 oak ocks ce dass ince 


Million Dollar Baby—*Million Dollar Baby.......... Remick ihe sen 


5 

J Guess I'll Have to Dream the Rest....:............ ere re ‘ 
Never Let Day Pass By—*Kiss Boys................ Famous ak ee 
ee Se Se et aheees PONE Avcivecsai. & 
You Started Something—*Moon Over Miami........ ee 
a ee ss ceases bawhctos J Ser ree 
I Broadway ....... 
REE A RR E goer er en a Advanced ......+...4 
NT os oi iain oc aC AS. 6s adv nhs ct chat SROUO | 55 03.005 000 
EE BE Rs eT ae ee } * i eae Maesea® 
IE SE AE Noha Sag ENE. 8 Fad saecevs 
nn oe COOPER POE Er eee re. eee discon: & 
You Stepped Out of Dream—*Ziegfeld Girl ......... Feist ...cceccccee 4 


* Filmusical excerpt. 


Broadcasting System. 


8 
8 
8 
8 
7 
6 
Oe Whe ree coe 6 
5 
5 
5 
5 
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—the finest plant owned or operated 
by any performing rights society in 
any country. 

While in Buenos Aires, I received 
the formal thanks of the Board of 


for Latin-American writers. For the 
first time in history, members of 
SADIAC are now receiving actual 
money payments for uses of their 
material in our country. 

In both Peru and Colombia, where 
the copyright laws are so old and 
obsolete as to give littie if any pro- 
tection to copyright owners, I talked 
to high government officials and in- 
itiated movements to pass new copy- 
right acts. 

U. S. Interest Urged 

After observing, first hand, the im- 
mense amount of fine material being 
created by the Latin Americans, 
much of which is already under the 
control of *Southern Music or its 
subsidiaries, I -have decided that 
present American interest in the 
music of its southern neighbors can 
be still further stimulated. I am 
now forming a publishing house, 
with headquarters in New York City, 
which wil! devote itself, exclusively, 
to the Latin-American field and 
which will issue its first publica- 
tions around Aug. 1. This firm will 
clear performing rights through BMI 
and will endeavor to make popular 
American hits out of the vast num- 
ber of Latin hits which will come 
under its control. 

Selections will be drawn from all 
countries as the new firm will have 
affiliates in every important city of 
South and Central America and will 
represent the new Cuban publishing 
firm recently established by CMQ, 
largest broadcasting station on the 
island. 

Following is the reute which I 
Pfollowed: New York, Havana, San 
Juan, P.R.; Trinidad, B.W.I.; Para, 
Brazil; Recife, Brazil; Rio 
neiro, Sao Paulo, Buenos Aires, Mon- 
tevideo, Uruguay; Santiago, Chile; 
Arequipa, Peru; Cuzco, Peru; Lima, 
Quito, Ecuador; Bogota, Colombia; 
Medellin, Colombia; Panama City, 
San Jose, Costa Rica; Guatemala 
City, Mexico City. 





Band Reviews 








DON RAGON ORCHESTRA 
With Dottie Reid, Alice Ray 
Hotel Continental, 

Leader and crew 
mid-west territory 
seasons, but this is 
consequence into the town itself. 
Where the outfit played Shadow 
Lake in Noel, Mo., a year ago as a 
resident band, Ragon has condensed 
it a bit for traveling and club and 
hotel work. While the crew is not 
a name, it fills quite well the assign- 
ment of furnishing dance tunes for 
the Sky-Hy Roof of the hotel’s sum- 
mer session. Music is sweet with 
little variation, and band provides 
standard rhythms and tunes of the 
day. 

Most special work is the vocal de- 
partment and most frequent turn 
here is taken by slim Dottie Reid. 
She’s in the deeper range and above 
average as a_ singer. Alice Ray 
(Mrs. Ragon) takes a less frequent 
but pleasant turn on lighter ballads. 
Male vocals are mostly handed to 
Tony Marsh who fulfills fairly well, 


for a couple of 
first sortie of any 


and Pas.i shows himself..2.. mild 
chante. on some of the novelty 
verses. 


Instrumentally the setup of four 
Saxes and light brass section could 
be improved with a trombone or two 
to contrast the sweetness of the 
reeds, which is made up of Paul 
Villepigue, George Reed, Al Jensen 
and Tony Zedolek. Ragon furnishes 
some good specialty work on trumpet 
himself and has Dell Noel and Bill 
Kimmel in this department also. 
Keith Meyers, piano: Bill Greer, 
drums; and Sid Brock, string bass. 
| complete the group. Arranging is 





. 10 | handled by Ragon himself. 


Hotel is wisely airing its bands 
| nightly via KCMO, but might be 
| smarter to check some of the com- 
| mercial copy crammed into the quar- 
| ter hour. Walter Wood preceded 
| Ragon on the Roof to open the sea- 
son, and Bob McGrew follows this 
week. Quin. 

| PFOYD RAEBURN ORCH (15) 
' Chez Paree, Chicago 
| Here is a group which, though 
| consisting mainly of Chicago boys, 
jis new to Chicago cafedom. Making 
| the debut doubly hard is the fact 
| that the band has had to follow name 
outfits into this spot, and hold up 
}under the pressure of a difficult 
| Show and a lot of air time. How- 
ever, the band is scoring well. 
Instrumentation is the standard 
setup with five brass, four rhythm, 
four saxes, with Raeburn himself oc- 
casionally picking up the fifth sax. 


4 Band is flexible, playing the society 


brand of music or the jump tunes. 


| Proficient, too, in playing for show. 


Particular credit is owing the drum- 

mer, Maurie Lishon, who works with 

the floor acts every minute. 
Outstanding musicianship in the 


de Ja-| 


Kansas City, Mo. | 
have been in this | 


Ad Agencies Reminded That BMI 
Pubs Handle Own Mechanical Rights 


Band Cavalcade Film 


Hollywood, July 15. 








Harry Fox, agent and trustee on 
mechanical rights, has straightened 
out the tendency of some advertis- 
ing agencies handling transcribed 





A band cavalcade filmusical 5 

ve . ’ programs to go directly to Broad- 
glorifying various name ma- {cast Music, Inc. for licenses on 
estros, is on the possibilities | compositions belonging to  non- 


agenda as an RKO picture. 
Number of name bands would 
be interpolated via Music Corp. 
of America booking. 
A EAA ATG IS NA AES 
band is perhaps contributed by Em- 
mett Carls on tenor sax, and Mike 
Rubin on trombone, with Hal Der- 
win, guitarist, turning in a nice job 
on the vocals. The second trom- 
bonist, Ray Thomas, also deserves 
mention for his arrangements. 
Raeburn is a friendly guy with an 
affable personality. Gold, 


ASCAP publishers. Fox pointed out 
to these agencies that he was still 
representing E. B. Marks and 
Southern Music, even though they 
were affiliated with BMI, and that 
these clients were doing their me- 
chanical licensing direct and not 
through BMI. 

These ad agencies had been under 
the impression that as long as a pub- 
lisher cleared his performing rights 
through BMI it was proper for them 
to #o to the same source for their 
eiecineiantlitinn transcription rights. As the result 
BOB HARVEY ORCHESTRA (7) | Of Fox's attention-calling the agency 
With Betty Randolph | have agreed to make their applica- 
China Pheasant, Seattle : tions direct to the publishers, 

Harvey’s is a new band, organized Re 
on going into pad sgn he serge six, 
months ago. Leader, pianist and ar- ° 49 
ranger 2 imac’ with Archie | Fair s Name Bands 
Loveland’s band which played the! Four name bands have been 
Olympic hotel here for several years.| hooked for the California State Fair 


He is a personable leader, directing | meter 

from the piano, where he also takes | = — Aug. 29 through 

a vocal now and then, and the seven | Cpt. sf. . 

dish out from sweet to swing, gaug-| _ They are Ray Noble, Ozzie Nelson, 

ing their numbers so that the pa-| Freddy Martin and Charlie Barnet. 

trons, who range from highschoolers | All will play nightly for dancing and 

to middle agers, are all given what are slated to appear in a revue as 

they want. ' well. 
Band has a depth and rhythm sel- , 

dom encountered in so small a com-/| 

















a 


bination and mixes the old ones and 
the new, ballads, blues and rhumbas 
so that every type of terper gets his 
choice frequently. 

Band also puts on the floor show, 
| with all members 
|Frank lIacolucci, accordion, comes 
| out on the floor for numbers which 
he puts over well. Betty Randolph 
also does some numbers on the floor, 
selling her stuff expertly, and gets a 
lot out of her looks and ability. 
Others who solo are Harvey, Abby 
Peters, drums; Tiny Martin, string 
bass, and Holly Pitts, sax. Red In- 





pet; Betty and Peters make up a 
quartét that milks some old ones for 
a big hand. 

Arrangements by Harvey are right 
for the combination and this, to- 





groups is responsible for the popu- 
larity the spot is enjoying. Drive 
and spirit created by the aggrega- 
| tion in the past few months indicates 
that it is ready for bigger things. 
Reed. 


Busse Booked Well Ahead 
San Francisco, July 15. 
Henry Busse dated for an eight- 





Room here Nov. 31. 

Interim will be filled by Carl Ra- 
vazza (who opened Thursday), Will 
Osborne (six weeks) and Ray Noble 
(eight weeks). 








Following compilation of plugs on 
vets Covers” he tree’ vEegrning Tk 


|of New York. 


TITLE 
Maria Elena......... 
Hut Sut Song.......0. 
Things I Love.... 
Daddy 
ERUGBTIOERO oc occicccccccscee eecvesaces 
South of North Carolina....,.. 
"Til Reveille..... 
Yours 


Let’s Get Away from It All.. 
Do I Worry?...... 
Lament to LOWO: ois. cnc c ses c0veeeee 
Sweeter Than Sweetheart?, 


eeeeeeee 


eee ee eeeeeese 


a eS: i 
; 2 ¢ GASSES a 
Two Hearts That Pass in the Night.. 
Everything Happens to Me....... 


seeer 


Romantic Guy, I... 
G’Bye Now 
You'll Never Know . 
Number 10 Lullabye Lane...,e.ee. 


Because of You 
Oh! Look at Me Now .. 





contributing. | 


glesby, trombone; Carl Rising, trum-|> 


gether with good blending of dance | 


week return to the Palace hotel Rose 


NBC-CBS Plugs 


yw 
(Sunday), from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m., and is based on daily recapitulations fur- 
| nished by the Office of Research-Radio Division of the College of the City 


oo eee cece beeeecercecccccressoccenees ME 
Georgia on My Mind eRe SE06 600060000 00¥-566000800 0 RETR eccccee 12 
Time and Time Again ececrecscccccsecccescecsceces LAONGON eoseosere 12 
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Music Notes 


Ira Gershwin, Yip Harburg and 
Arthur Schwartz cleffed ‘Honorable 
Moon’ as a_ contribution to the 
United. China Relief air show. 

Ray Heindorf and Heinz Roemheld 
writing background music for ‘Navy 
Blues’ at Warners. 





Barnard Grossman and Richard 
Hageman composed ‘I Hear America 
Call’ for John Charles Thomas’ con- 
cert programs. 





Al Newman doing dance tunes for 
‘Four Jacks and a Queen’ at Colum- 
bia. 





| Burton Lane and Ralph Freed 
| cleffing the title song for ‘Babes On 
| Broadway’ at Metro, 





Morton Greene and Harry Revel 
writing the songs for ‘Four Jacks 
and a Queen’ at RKO. 





Bobby Warren has penned a new 
number ‘entitled ‘City Called Heav- 
en.’ His first was the recent favorite 
|*‘Number 10 Lullaby Lane.’ 
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You and I 
*Dolores (‘Las Vegas Nights’) 


I'll Be with You in Apple Blossom Time.. 


Until Tomorrow 
You Are My Sunshine..,...... 
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’Till Reveille 
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Complaints Multiply of Song Sharks 
Who Exploit Newspaper Publicity 


Detroit, July 15. 

Wayne County prosecutor’s office 
is investigating a score of complaints 
from amateur songwriters about be- 
ing fleeced by music publishing 
sharks, and has asked for the co- 
operation of the U. S. postal authori- 
ties in running down some of the 
operators. The amateurs involved 
claimed they have been bilked out 
of amounts ranging from between 
$60 and $100. 

Most of the stories told to the pros- 
ecutor by these amateurs has been 
to the effect that during the ®arly 
of the fight between the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers, on one hand, 
and the broadcasters and Broadcast 
Music, Inc., on the other, they 


siages 


for ambitious songwriters to make a 
fortune. Most 
came from the west coast, and sev- 
eral of the complaints mention 
outfit in Portland, Ore. 

Common procedure of these sharks 
was to advise the ams that their 
numbers had been ‘accepted’ but 
they would have to pay for arrange- 
ments to distribute among broad- 
easting bands and singers. In most 
cases the correspondence ended after 
the amateurs relayed the ‘arrange- 
ment’ money, but one shark made it | 
a practice of advising pressing ama- 
teurs thaf the delay was due to ‘hav- 
ing trouble with ASCAP.’ Latter 


letters never went into details about | | 


this ‘trouble.’ 


HARRY OWENS TEAMED 
WITH GORDON AT 20TH 


Hollywood, July 15. 
Harry Owens, composer-maestro, 
has been, put woder, sontrac +t at Nth. 








fox to team up with Mack Gordoti | 


on the score for ‘Song of the Islands.’ 

Gordon’s writing partner, Harry 
Warren, today (15) checked out of 
the hospital after long siege with 
pneumonia. Convalescence wil 1) 
keep him on sidelines several weeks, 
and studio decided to take on Owens 
rather than postpone picture. 





Jesse Crawford, Inc., Files 





Albany, July 15. 
Notice filed with the secretary of 
state last week disclosed that Jesse 
Crawford, the organist, has also gone 
inte the music publishing business. 
He advised that Merit Music, Inc., 


has changed its name to Jesse Craw- 
ford, Ine. 


Provided by ASCAP-BMI Fight 





His Other Side 





Hollywood, July 15. 
Lou Pollack one of ASCAP’s 
Coast stalwarts, has found a way 
to get over the lean period of 
royalty payments. He has signed 
with Harry Sherman to write 
wo ‘Hopalong Cassidy’ yarns. 
Naturally, there'll be inci- 
dental music. 


Lara’s $.A. Tour 











fell | 
for ads stating here was a situation 


of the advertising | 
| who 





Mexican composer Augustin Lara 


has been conferring with the Bra- 
| zilian government regarding a pos- 


sible assignment to head a com- 
pany of »- Brazilian singers and 
dancers on a tour of South and Cen- 
tral America under government 
auspices. The idea is to have Lara, 


is well known in all those 


| 
an | countries as m.c. 


Lara has just completed 14 weeks 
in Rio de Janeiro and is now of- 
fering a combined radio and theatre 
show in Buenos Aires. 





Hearst’s WCAL, Ptsbg., 
Signs for ASCAP Music 


Pittsburgh, July 15. 
Hearst radio’ station WCAE, 
through general manager Leonard 
Kapner, signed ASCAP contract last 
week. Under terms of agreement, 
local NBC-Red outlet, which switch- 
es to MBS, in November, will be 


able to use ASCAP music on ail 
local and network shows. 

In recent weeks, station has had 
ASCAP music on air but only on 


programs fed to and taken from 
Mutual. According to Kapner, WCAE 
will continue to use BMI tunes and 
combine the ASCAP numbers with 
them on such shows as the Morning 
Express, Airliners and Sophisticated 
Ladies, all local musical programs 
which are frequently fed to the 
Mutual web. 








WPEN Signs Up 
Philadelphia, July 15. 
WPEN signed a contract with 
ASCAP last Friday (11). Station is 
owned by Arde Bulova. 


Three other independent stations 
have been in the ASCAP fold since 
the first of the year. They are 
WDAS, WIBG and WCAM, Camden, 
N. J. 


MORRIS BUYS 
OUT MERCER 


Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris will 
leave for Hollywood this week to 
exchange signatures with Johnny 
Mercer on papers that will terminate 
their partnership in the publishing 
firm, Mercer & Morris. At the split 
Morris not only becomes the sole 
owner of the M & M catalog but 
makes himself eligible for election to 
the board of directors of the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers. Mercer is a mem- 
ber of the writer division of the 
board and under the revised ASCAP 
bylaws only one member of a firm 
may hold a directorship. 

Morris also owns the White-Smith 
catalog. 














ASCAP Thinking Darkly Suspicious 





ing agreement, 
} 

| American 
Authors and Publishers have recon- 





Now Sees Only Course Is Via Courts—Also Mutual 
Embarrassment As Goal of Radio Politics 


QQecee 


With NBC showing no signs of 
upping the it offered three 
weeks ago’ as part of a new licens- 
the directors of the 
Society of Composers, 


terms 


ciled themselves to engaging in a 
arcstiz legal offensive against NBC, 
CBS and the National Association 
of Broadcasters. Meanwhile 


ASCAP’s radio committee has been 


| reorganized and this group, consist- 


ing of six members from the board, 
lis collaborating closely with David 
|Podell, special counsel, in mapping 
}Out the tactics that are to be pur- 
| sued in pressing the anti-trust and 
conspiracy actions. 

NBC had not, up to yesterday 
(Tuesday) been advised that its of- 
lfer of 21%2% on network business 
land 2% on local station business 
was not acceptable, but it is under- 
stood that the rejection will be of- 
| ficially handed Niles Trammell, NBC 
|prez, at a meeting slated for today 
| (Wednesday). Within the ASCAP 
board the conviction prevails that 
| there is still a close exchange of in- 
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formation and moves between NBC 
and CBS on all matters pertaining 
to ASCAP. Also that the boardmen 
would be deluding themselves were 
they to believe that NBC is seri- | 
ously interested in returning the | 
ASCAP catalog to its programs. The 





feeling prevailing in these direc- 
torate quarters that NBC, long 
with Columbia, is likew.ase motivated 
by a political factor, namely, the 
matter of showing Mutual affiliates 
that the MBS higherups were wrong 
in ‘rushing’ into a deal with ASCAP, 
and that if they had played along 
with the other two networks they 
would have got the ASCAP reper- 
toire on better terms. 

Dominant view within the ASCAP | 
board is that to accept the NBC- 
CBS offer would be tantamount to 
putting ASCAP in an extremely 
vulnerable position with its mem-| 
bership. The resulting income from 
radio would be comparatively so 
paltry as to cause much disatisfac- 
tion and perhaps weaken ASCAP’s 
bargaining status in future dealings 
with other classes of licensees. The} 
board is further of the impression | 
that the major interests in the broad- | 


is 


casting industry are determined | 
upon such attrition tactics that) 
would eventually bring about) 


ASCAP’s disintregration or the elim-| 
ination of the organization as a pow- | 
erful bargaining force for the future. 

With the entry of Podell as} 
ASCAP’s legal consultant some of | 
the board members felt that the old| 
radio committee ought to be dis- 
carded in toto and entirely new set- 
up substituted. The compromise 
which followed on this issue involved 
the retention of but three members 
of the old radio committee, namely, 
Herman Starr, Irving Caesar and 
Walter Fischer. The newcomers to 





the committees are Otto Harbach, 
Louis Bernstein and Fred E. Ahlert. 


ASCAP Mulls Measures Offsetting 
BMI Attack on Publisher Control 
Of Small (Performing) Rights 





Gordon, Autry Partners 


Hollywood, July 15. 
Dave Gordon has become a part- 
ner with Gene Autry in Western 





Music Co. He was formerly with 
Shapiro-Bernstein. 

Outfit is concentrating or its 
tune, ‘Be Honest With Me.’ 





$80 TO CHECK 
BBC HAS NO 
ASCAP 


NBC spent $80 in toll charges for 
a special short-wave confab Sunday 
(13) morning with BBC, to make 
sure no ASCAP music would be 
played on the London end of the 
two-way British War Relief broad- 
cast over the Red network (WEAF) 
that afternoon. Took only a couple 
of minutes to get the info across, 
but such short-wave sessions must 
be at least 10 minutes long, so the 
company used the entire interval to 
check up on production details for 
the show—at $8 a minute. 

To carry out the conversation, the 
regular short-wave hookup used for 
news broadcasts was used, except 
that the circuit was closed to out- 


side dialers and, of course, wasn’t 
rebroadcast in the U. S. Remote 


wire was run to the Drury Lane 
theatre, where the English troupe 
was rehearsing its end of the pro- 
gram. As it turned out, no ASCAP 
tunes were on the slate. 





Sacred Music Co. Sues 


Decca Over Recording 
The Sacred & Spiritual Music Co. 
filed suit Thursday (10) in N. Y. 
federal court against Decca claiming 


the defendants made records without 
permission of its song, ‘What Would 
Yiu Give in Exchange.’ An injunc- 
tion, accounting of profit, and dam- 
ages are asked. 

This is the third suit over the 
same song filed by Sacred, other de- 
fendants being RCA Victor and Co- 
lumbia Phonograph Co. 
song was incorporated in a book en- 
titled ‘Triumphant Hosannes’ and 
written by F. J. Berry and J. H. 
Carr. It was published by the Trio 
Music Co., and later on acquired by 
Sacred. 





Plaintiff's | 


While the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
is preparing to file its answer to the 
E. B. Marks-BMI suit on perform- 
ing rights ownership July 28, a sug- 
gestion has been made by publishers 
to the Songwriters Protective Asso- 
ciation that the latter could minimize 
the effect of the test litigation by 
extending the present agreement be- 
tween the SPA and publishers to 25 
years. The ASCAP publishers ad- 
vocating this move have pointed out 
to the SPA that regardless of how 
the suit went the extension would 
serve to prevent writers and pub- 
lishers from engaging in a bitter and 
prolonged fight. 

Through the Marks case Broadcast 
Music, Ince., is seeking to have the 
court rule that the small, or per- 
forming, right flows from the rights 
held by the publisher, and not the 
writer. The complaint was drawn 
up by the firm of Rosenberg, Gold- 
mark & Colin, which is also general 
counsel for CBS. SPA is interven- 
ingesin the suit and will file its own 
answer. The situation is a ticklish 
one for ASCAP since it represents 
both publishers and writers. 


The major publishers in the 
ASCAP fold are confident that if the 
issue comes to a showdown the pub- 
lisher will be declared the owner 
of the small rights in a copyright but 
they feel that any subsequent war- 
fare between themselves and the 
writers could be avoided if the pres- 
ent agreement between the pubs and 
SPA, which grants publisher and 
writer a 50-50 ownership, were ex- 
panded to run 25 years. In that 
event relationship betweeh writer 
and publisher in the ASCAP fold 
would continue to be as cordial as 
evex, 

BMI’s purpose of obtaining an ad- 
judication is to be able to make un- 
limited use of the works of ASCAP— 
affiliated writers in the Marks cata- 
log. 


Nominate Wolfe Gilbert 


Hollywood, July 15. 

Coast was officially recognized, for 
the first time, by ASCAP, with 
nomination Monday (14) night of L. 
Wolfe Gilbert to the board in the 
popular division. 

Of 89 votes polled, Gilbert got 60; 
Hoagy Carmichael 12; Gus Kahn 7; 





| warner Donaldson 3. 
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Like A Flame Across The Music World 


FLAMINGO 


By Ed. Anderson and Ted Grouya 


Everyone Is Making Reservations to 


TAME. THE & TRAN 


Billy Strayhorn’s Hit Song 





Both Numbers Introduced, Featured 
and Recorded by , 


DUKE ELLINGTON 


Sole Selling Agent 
PACIFIC MUSIC 





SALES 
Hollywood, Cal. 
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Defense Coin Booms Detroit Niteries: 
Many Unshutterings Seen as Likely 


Detroit, July 15. | sites in that city are Billy Rose and, 
From the looks of things here—/ reputedly, Meyer Davis. 

where every week sees another! Rose is said 
bagatelle of defense coin poured into} counterpart of his New York Dia- 
Detroit, where the talk of billions| mond Horseshoe in the Capital, if 
again is in the air, where the lowly and when he finds a space sufficiently 
mechanic is starting to pull down) jarge. 
his $125 a week—niteries are shoot- Washington is currently teeming 


ing up like mushrooms after a warm | |.) humanity, with mere pouring 
— 3 'in daily. Many Government offices 

And it isn’t just on hope. Nor are/ are working on three-shifts-daily 
they glorified beerhalls. There's | -chedule, with the result that restau- 
plenty of evidence to support the/rants are open around the clock. 
new era of lush niteries burgeoning | some rooming houses are also said 
out in this major defense center.|t, be renting sleeping quarters on 
There’s no getting around the Bow- lan hourly instead of daily basis to 
ery, the production line nitery IN | take advantage of the staggered 
Hamtramck, which practically runs) working hours of the Government 
a continuous floor show and has its) 








to be planning a/| 


squad of bartenders sliding around 
as if on roller skates. Nor the fact 
that most of the swank spots, which 
shuttered for the summer, are roll- 
ing through this season. That while | 
the theatres are singing the blues, 
the nitery proprietors are vibrating 
between the cash register and the 
bank. 
‘Flash’ Coin 

From all appearances, the defense 
worker, suddenly finding himself 
‘wealthy,’ feels it calls for a little 
flash. Not just films. Maybe the 
theatre, but more likely, the nitery. 
He can up and leave when he feels 
like it, not being trapped midway 
in a double-feature and between 
acts. He’s a guy who needs his 
sleep but has a feeling, too, that the 
125 bucks a week ain't just hay. He 
gets his opulence out of splurging in 
the afterdark spots. Plenty helpful 
to the nitery business here is the fact 
that the theatres downtown had 
only intermittent vaudeville last 
season after being dark a year on 
stage shows, and then using mostly 
bands. 

Last two weeks here have seen the 
emergence of the swanky The Trop- 
ics, adjunct to the Wolverine hotel 
and right in the heart of the city. 
Plenty flamingo, the spot has three 
floors, all devoted to the tropical 
idea with native villages, bamboo 
bars, etc. The orchestra works on a 
hydraulic lift, visiting all the levels, 
with the dancing confined chiefly to 
the third floor. 

The Comeback 

Washed out several years ago, this 
town’s leading black-and-tan The 
Plantation has made its reappear- 
ance with a July opening, now as 
the Club Congo. Plenty of likely 
spots in the same downtown area 
are being combed now for their re- | 
appearance, with reports current 
that several ill-fated ventures of the 
last decade now will have the cob- 
webs swept out and be back in to 
cut a slice of those millions the de- 
fense industry workers are gar-| 
nering. 

Odd factor here is that the baton 
Wavers are suddenly showing a 
great interest in becoming bonifaces. 
Lowry Clark is remodeling the 
Stage Door Bar to run in music and 
shows. Mike Falk had taken a fling 
at managing with the operation of 
Westwood. Further evidence that 
the canny maestros know what's 
cooking is reflected in Les Backer, 
who has the Par Four Club, Steve 
Ernst with the Sand Bar and Don 
Marion and Dick Bowen, another 
pair of orchestra leaders, taking over 
spots more remote from the city’s 
centers, 





workers. 


There has been an acute housing 
shortage for months and _ that’s 
steadily growing worse. But with 
employment in Washington at its 
highest in years, nitery takings are 
lush, hence the attraction for out-of- 
town operators despite Washington’s 
midnight curfew. 


Irving Zussman Throws 
His Ex-Partner Rubin’s 
La Conga Into Bkptcy. 


La Conga, New York night club, 
was thrown into involuntary bank- 
ruptcy Saturday (12), by its former 
president, Irving Zussman, in order 
to save a forced sale of assets. Judge 
Murray Hulbert in N. Y. federal 
court appointed Frank Gorman re- 
ceiver, and bonded him at $5,000. 

Zussman’s technicality to save as- 
sets was secured by his petition, 
claiming he was owed $200 in sal- 
aries, and joined by Sigmund Zuss- 
man, owed $800 on a joan, plus Mar- 
tha Waters, owed $45 on a loan. He 
states that he holds 50% of the 
stock, and that Milton Rubin, holder 
of 50% of the stock and v.p and 
treasurer, without authorization con- 
ferred judgment on the 1658 Broad- 
way Corp., the landlord, which on 
Monday (14) was going to have a 
Sheriff’s sale of assets worth $5,000. 
Rubin is also stated to have con- 
ferred judgment on Ted Gurian for 
$1,079. The landlord’s claim is $1,735. 
As a result of this involuntary pe- 
tion, no sale may legally take place. 

Both Zussman and Rubin are ex- 
p.a.s who went into the nitery biz 
with La Conga, which they also pub- 
licized. Zussman sold out his share 
and now is in on the Hurricane, 
which previously went into receiver- 
ship. 


IST ICE SHOW IN RIO 
EXTENDED TO 12 WKS. 


The Ice Show, first one booked 
in South America, currently at the 
Urea Casino, Rio de Janeiro, stays 
12 weeks in all now that Ilona Mas- 
sey had to cancel because of her 
U S. citizenship complications. Wil- 
liam Morris sent the glacier revue 
to Rio for six weeks originally, and 
Miss Massey was to have opened 
there this month to succeed. 


Maribel Vinson and Guy Owen, 
due to prior U. S. commitments, 

















Wasington Eyed 
Washingion, a top boom town, is 
being eyed hungrily by nitery opera- 
tors. Among those looking for cafe 


sail Friday (18) from Rio for the 
States on the S. S. Brazil, forced to 
| leave the ice show, but Val Setz, 
juggler on skates, replaces them. 
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HELEN REYNOLDS GIRLS 


CURRENTLY —- STATE, NEW YORK 
8th Consecutive Return E em 


UDREE REYNOLDS 
KEPNER 


REBUILD ‘OLDEST NITERY’ 





Palumbo’s Seuth Philly Spot First 
Opened in 1883 — 





Philadelphia, July 15. 
Frank Palumbo’s South Philly 
nitery, believed to be the oldest 
cabaret in the U. S. (opened 1883), 
will be torn down and completely 
rebuilt. Demolition is skedded to 
begin before the end of the week. 
The new building is expected to 
be completed in time for a fal! open- 
ing, with day and night shifts of 
workmen engaged by the contractor. 
Palumbo currently operates the New 
20th Century in midtown Philly; 
Renault Tavern, Atlantic City, and 
the Club Avalon, Wildwood, N. J. 
Palumbo’s South Philly nitery 
was opened by his grandfather and 
has remained in the family since. 


‘LUKEWARM’ ON 
NBC TAKEOVER, 
SAYS STEIN 


J. C. Stein, head of the Music 
Corp. of America, returned to Holly- 
wood last week without submitting 
a bid for the NBC Artists Service 
which the network some weeks ago 
decided to sell. NBC has yet to hear 
also on a like score from the Wil- 
liam Morris office. 


Expressing himself as ‘very happy’ 
with the CBS Artists takeover. 
Stein, before he returned to Holly- 
wood over the weekend, admitted he 
was lukewarm anent the NBC Ar- 
tists Bureau. 


The MCA-CBS merger becomes ef- 
fective Aug. 1 and extra space has 
already been taken in MCA’s h.q. in 
New York to house the large extra 
manpower. 

Stein flew east for a fast five days 
on N.Y. business and stratolinered 
back on Saturday. 

CBS stockholders will meet Aug. 
11 to ratify or reject the deals made 
by the network’s directors in the 
disposition of Columbia Artists, Inc., 
Columbia Management of California, 
Ltd., and stock in the Columbia Con- 
certs Corp. In a report submitted to 
stockholders the CBS directors 
stated that the stock in Columbia 
Concerts was being turned over to 
the concert managers in the group 
for $211,000. 


The deal with the Music Corp. of 
America for Columbia Artists and 
Columbia Management involves a 
cash obligation of $158,565.49 on 
MCA’s part. The down payment is 
to be $100,000, while the rest is to 
be paid off in installments of $5,000 
a month. CBS owns Columbia Art- 
ists, Inc., outright, but the owner- 
ship of Columbia Management is 
split between CBS, 51%, and Colum- 
bia Concerts, 49%. Under its con- 
\tract with MCA the network is ob- 
ligated to obtain the ownership of 
this 49% and turn it over without 
further compensation to MCA. 

An explanation appended to the 
report states that CBS had gone into 
the artists service business to de- 
velop talent for its programs and 
that since this scarcity no longer ex- 
ists there is no need for continuing 
in the booking business. 


GEO. OLSEN OPERATES 
DET. NITERY DANCERY 


Detroit, July 15. 
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The Good Old Days 


Herewith appears a Variety revtew of a N.Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week o 
1921 with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these 
reviews other than the interest they may have in recalling the acts which 
were playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show 
(booking), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the 
style of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 








(Reprinted from Variety of July 15, 1921) 


PALACE, N. Y. 


The blight of show business that kas this summer eaten into the patron. 
age of theatres of all classes and has brought about more dark vaudeville 
theatres than ever before, fails te touch the Palace and probably will not 
The premier house has withstood other summers with virtually no change 
in the night business. This season, with continued punishing humidity 
stands as the most severe test since the Palace opened. Monday night it 
was so “close” it was a discomfort to sit within a theatre but the Palace 
had ’em standing up two or three deep and only some of the box seats 
remained unsold. The bill was a corker on paper, which probably pro- 
vided the draw, and it played almost as well. 


Henry Santrey, with his ‘syncopated society band’ and the new produc- 
tion act ‘They're Off’ split the headline spot, with the former closing the 
first part, all five units of which delivered and were accorded generous 
appreciation. It was remarkable that so many hits could be scored on 
sO soggy an evening. Mr. Santrey’s stage appearance and his way of 
working got him across as before. He shows his back to the audience 
more than anyone but a bandmaster, but he has a good looking back and 
that stunt belongs to his style. As an entertainer he is there and gets a 
lot from his musicians. 

‘They’re Off’ is regarded as a good sample of the production acts for 
next season, with Carleton Hoagland and Harry Carroll credited with hav- 
ing foresight as to the booking demands for the coming year. The pro- 
duction has no “names” as has been the custom for produced turns in 
the last few seasons and in that way the price it can be sold for is greatly 
less than the others. Monday night the players missed the music cues 
several times. A leader is carried so the answer is that it was brought 
in about a week too soon. However, the speed was kept at a fast pace 
and that made for general good results. 

Tommy Gordon in the lead role performed credibly, his work being 
much of an improvement over what he showed as a single. He is using 
‘business’ with his hands over much and a little toning will stand him in 
stead. Mildred Keats made an excellent impression as the ingenue. Her 
graceful stepping was easily the best of the feminine dance efforts. Harry 
White scored with his koofing and peculiar side sliding, while Lucille 
and Garnette Love looked very gcod as the twins. Others billed are 
Arthur Bowyer, Jimmie Parker and Ben Carroll. 

The hits of the first section went to Franklyn and Charles, whose last 
names are now billed in small type (D’Armore and Douglas) and Mary 
Haynes. The Franklyn, Charles turn, third, holds several changes over the 
last Palace appearance. A flight of steps backstage is used several times, 
with the acrobatic portion starting there. A trampoline is employed for 
the finish feat and makes it a better stunt. Charles jumping from the 
top of the stairs to the trampoline is lifted to a flying catch, Franklyn 
being bent backwards over the chair, which is now placed on the apron, 
center. This provided an exceptional flash and reward. The girl pianist 
and singer is now billed, Ernestine Caru. Her sweet voice has always 
been a feature of the turn. 

Miss Haynes was liked from her entrance, ske appearing in very neat 
duds. Her “*You’ve Gone Far Enough’ provided a strong opener. The 
‘Five and Ten’ number appeared a bit long but it was readily accepted. 
The house, however, took more to the burlesque imitations with a laugh 
given the ‘Brooklyn tenor’ bit. Miss Haynes’ high register notes at the 
close brought her out for numerous bows but she elected not to encore. 

Lou Clayton and Cliff Edwards were given the hard test entrancing 
next to closing at ten minutes to eleven. Clayton remained immaculate 
throughout and that was some stunt on a night like Monday. Edwards 
and his inseparable uke tinkled to his blue warbling and many chuckles. 
A few people started strolling towards the finale but it was not this clever 
couple’s fault; the assemblage was getting licked by the heat. 

DeHaven and Nice opened intermission injecting a portion of the laugh- 
ter, which the show fell shy of in total. ‘One Shot Harris,’ the unbilled 
detective, had several new ones, ke telling the ‘D. A.’ that ‘these guys 
think Virginia ham is an actor from Norfolk and that Babe Ruth wrote 
‘The Bat.’ The couple pulled a funny one at the close, sitting with their 
feet hanging into the orchestra pit until it got too hot. 

Palo and Pale were a No. 2 hit. The men encored thrice, using every 
instrument in an orchestra but the fiddles, drum and piano. The men 
appeared to win the recalls and were on twenty-two minutes . 

Laura and Billy Dreyer started the show at 8 o’ciock with their neatiy 
dressed dance turn. The flashing blond curls of the giri drew attention 
and the speed of the work won big returns, with but half the house in. 
The Eight Blue Devils, an Arabian acrobatic troupe, clesed, showing the 
fast formations and peculiar stunts native to that class of athlete. The 
running time of the act was held down to four minutes, wisely. “Topics 
of the Day’ showed an Aesops fable in cartoon, one of the new film stunt 
lessons—something about saving. Ibee. 


Smoke in His Eyes ae 


Pittsburgh, July 15. 
Peter Higgins, vaude and cafe 
singer, has moved his wife and fam- 
ily from White Plains, N. Y., to 


Pittsburgh, where they will make 
atnltemenneninemeaiiiteemeniemenaatin 








their future home. 

Higgins is a local boy who is com- 
ing back so he can be near his ail- 
ing mother. In the future, he will 
work out of Pittsburgh. Has already 
been spotted for an early date at 
downtown Villa Madrid, where he 
has clicked on two previous 0c7 
sions. 











George Olsen has converted the 
New Casino Gardens, located on the | 
| State Fair grounds, into a combina- 
tion night club and dance hall, and | 
is providing stiff competition not 
only for outdoor shuffle spots but | 
|the town’s older niteries. His open- 
ing show consisted of five acts and 
a line of girls, with Ivan Fenova, 
recently of Mike Todd’s Theatre 
Restaurant in Chicago, as the pro- 
ducer. There are two performances 
nightly. 

The spot’s grassy area can accom- 
modate tables for 10,000 persons and 
parking space for 4,000 cars. The 
two dance floors cover 19,000 square 
feet and Olsen is using a relief band 
in addition to his own. Wine and 
beer are served and the Casino has 
a straight admission of 50c, with 
business strong the opening week. 
Initial- bili consisted of the Gaud- 
smith Bros, Ray Fredericks, the 
Dawn Sisters, Keith Hall’s balanc- 
ing act, the Six Danwells and the 
16 Glamourettes, which Fenova 














brought with him. 
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BOYD RAEBORN 


and His Orchestra 


Now CHEZ PAREE Chicago 


Broadcasting Nightly, NBC — 10:30 P.M., CDST 


Management: WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 





























ROGERS and MORRIS 


“New Comedy Sensations” 


Now 885 Club (12th Week) Chicago 
° Miller 





} 
i 
(Week July 4, State-Lake, Chicago) | 


Thanks te Nate Pleit and Jee 
Direction: JOHN KING and AL BORDE 
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Sam Scribner Dies at 82: Columbia 


Wheel Head Fought Dirty “a 


Samuel A. Scribner, once the top 
burlesque man in the United States, 
died Tuesday night (8) at his home 
in Bronxville, N. Y., following an 
illness of several weeks attributed to 
cancer of the throat. Last fall 
Scribner underwent an operation, 
but the malignancy could not be 
checked and he suffered greatly. 
Death, however, was caused by a 
heart attack. He was 82. 


A giant in stature and in ‘heart,’ 
Scribner followed to the grave in six 
days Sam H. Harris, his one-time 
partner in a burley troupe titled 
‘Scribner’s Morning Glories,’ which 
toured in 1899 and starred ‘Terrible’ 
Terry McGovern, the fighter, then 
under Harris’ management. 


Though the dailies stated Scrib- 
ner had been in retirement for 26 
years, this was erroneous. He first 
stepped out in the late 1920's, after 
the Columbia Wheel, which he or- 
ganized and headed, faded. In 1934, 
at the behest of city officials, he be- 
came the ‘censor’ of the Minsky bur- 
lesque shows, on the Minsky payroll. 
Later that same year, Scribner went 
into partnership with Max Wilner in 
operating the Apollo, N.Y., as a bur- 
lesk house. He sold out to Wilner 
when Mayor LaGuardia started his 
drive against dirty burlesque a year 
or so later. 

Scribner was a strong advocate of 
‘clean burlesque.’ The stripping and 
smut prevalent nowadays came only 
after he stepped out of the picture— 
and one of the reasons he stepped 
out was because of the mounting en- 
croachment of dirt. The Columbia 
Wheel’s burlesque, at its height tour- 
ing 40 shows and including a like 
amount of theatres, was built up by 


Scribner as a ‘family entertainment.’ | lated a new scale raising wages in 
He featured production, comedy and | all categories of the variety field. 


some of the players who played his 
shows included: 

Will Rogers, Fred Stone, Al Jolson, 
Leon Errol, Belle Baker, Sam Bern- 
ard, Billy B. Van, Eddie Cantor, 
Clark and McCullough, George Sid- 
ney, Alexander Carr, Sophie Tucker, 
Jack Benny, Mack Sennett, Emma 
Carus and George Beban. 


Got Start in 1876 


Scribner, born in Brookville, Pa., | : 
| from $22.50 to $27.50 a week; Class 


got his start in show business in 1876 
when still a youngster, he flattened 
a teacher who had chastised him and 








| 








Wallace Parnell Due 
In N.Y. for Tivoli Acts 


Wallace Parnell, who replaced the 
late Frank Neil, killed in an auto 
accident, as general booking mana- 
ger of Tivoli Circuit in Australia, is 
en route to the United States by 
Clipper. 

Parnell is reputedly coming over 
to book stage acts for his theatres, 
the market there being good for 
those Americans who can manage to 
get across the Pacfic. When the 
Aussie showman arrives he'll head- 
quarter in the offices of Charles 
Allen, N. Y. agent. 


AGVA INCREASES 
WAGE SCALE 
IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, July 15. | 

Basing their argument on the fact | 
that living expenses have risen in 
the present emergency, the local ex- 
ecutive board of the American Guild 
of Variety Artists last week formu- | 














The scale will be presented to the 
Entertainment Managers Association 
(bookers) this week. The EMA has 
indicated it would go along, but is | 
not expected to submit the new price | 
scale to night club operators until 
the opening of the fall season. 

Under the new scale minimum | 
rates for Class C spots are raised 


| 


B. from $35 to $45; Class A, from 
$50 to $75 a week. Rates for club | 


ran away from home to join a small | and theatre dates are to be raised in 


circus known as the Rogers & Camp- | 
bell United Aggregation. 
from this into medicine shows, 


west shows. He organized ‘Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin’ companies 
produced a melodrama 
Daniel Boone’s life. In between his 
own impresario efforts, Scribner 
was at various times connected with 
W. W. Cole, Walter L. Main, Fore- 
paugh’s and Sells Bros.’ shows. Two 
of his own circuses were Lee & 
Scribner Great London Circus, or- 
ganized by him in the 1880's, and the 
subsequent Scribner & Smith Circus, 

His first venture in vaudeville 
came in 1896, when he associated | 


and even | 
based on | 


He segued | 
car- | 


nivals, minstrel companies and wiid | said they would stand pat on the | 


| 


the same proportion, 
Nitery owners are expected to | 


raise a squawk, but AGVA officials 


rate schedule. 





‘Abbott and Costello | 





To Trailerize Burley | 


Philadelphia, July 15. 
The Shubert will reopen the last | 
week in August as a combination | ; 


| burlesque and vaudeville. House will | 


be managed by Rube Bernstein, 
bankrolled by Ben Jacobson. The | 
| pair now operate the Garden, Atlan- 


himself with the late Harry Williams, | tic City. 


Owner and manager of the Williams’ 
Academy of Music in Pittsburgh, in 
what was known as the Williams’ 


| line and five acts of vaude. 
Travelling All-Star Vaudeville shows. | dition it wil] concentrate on build- 


Among the acts the latter contained | ling up male comics. Fact that Ab- 


show policy will | 
a house 
In ad- 


The Shubert’s 
| consist of several strippers, 


were the Four Cohans (George M.) | pott and Costello first came to notice 


J. W. Kelly, 
vaude performer in the 
Maurice Barrymore and McGovern. 
Out of this came Scribner’s later as- 
sociation with Sam H. Harris, and 
(Continued on page 46) 


then the highest paid | at the house will be stressed in ad- 
country, | vertising and bally. 





Herbie Kay in the Cascades Room, 
Hotel Pick-Ohio, Youngstown. 


























Exclusive Management: 


BOBBY RAMOS | 


and His Latin-American Society Orchestra 


(28 Weeks at Colony Club, Chicago) | 


Now—CHEZ PAREE, Chicago | 


Broadcasting Nightly NBC Network 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


| 




















| strawhats. 


|of July 24. 
| first stage appearance in years. 


|and His Toy Boys, 
Lois Wolner and her Eight Singing | 








J.B. MORTON IN 
CLINTON TRIAL 


Barnyard Legit Pioneer 
Rents $150,000 Playhouse 
for 6 Weeks, in Competi- 
tion With 5 Nearby Hay- 





loft Drama Troupes— 


—Name to Top 8 Acts and 
Afterpiece 





NOBNOBBING COMEON 





Clinton, Conn., July 15. 

J. Burleigh Morton, who pioneered 
legit strawhat production at the 
Guilford, Conn., Chapel playhouse 
some eight years ago, will attempt 
what he considers a new angle on 
summer theatre operation at the 
playhouse here. 

Opening Monday (21), Morton will 
inaugurate a policy of vaude as an 
experiment toward réviving this 
form of live entertainment on a sub- 
stantial scale. His contention is that 
his activities, along with those of 
other operators in the tall corn the- 
atrical field, helped considerably to 
brush up interest in the drama in 
recent years. And why can’t the 
same thing be done for vaude, he 
asks. 

Policy will mean eight acts and 
afterpiece, topped by a name. As 
a novelty come-on, Morton is plan- 
ning a hobnobbing session following 
performances wherein patrons may 
|rub elbows with the acts. Will prob- 
| ably label the stunt the ‘Glad Hand- 
fers’ club, with gag membership 
cards for the audience. 

Venture is strictly a gamble, in 
competish with five nearby legit 
Territory is a class com- 
munity and, according to a survey 
made by Morton, is receptive to the 
vaude idea. Playhouse is the $150,- 
000 Andrews Memorial tenanted 
last three summers by legit groups 
headed by Jackson Halliday and 
Alexander Kirkland. Horace Sin- 


| clair was to have operated there this 


year, but faded from the picture. 
Morton is handling the deal solo, 


j} having signed for six weeks’ rental. 
| Irving Barrett is booking the shows. 





Willie Hoppe Booked 


For Loew's Showing: 


Asks $1,000 Per Wk. 





Willie Hoppe, long-time billiard | 
champion, has been booked for 
Loew's State, New York, the week 
It'll be the cue artist’s 


Hoppe, agented by Max Tishman, 
is asking $1,000 per week following 
| his showing date at the State. 


BERGEN, WEEMS HEAD 
MINN. STATE FAIR BOW 


Minneapolis, July 15. 
Minnesota State Fair history has 
set a number of name acts for this 
year. Opening night, Aug 23, the 
show will include Edgar 
with Charlie McCarthy as headliner 
and 








Buster West and 


| Commanders. 


Bergen’s engagement will be his | 


| only personal this year under stipu- 


‘lation of his radio and film con-| 
tracts, according to R. A. Lee, State | 


Fair secretary. 


‘State Fair Revue of 1941,’ with a 





least of 400, opens nine-day run 
| Aug. 24. 
Ingalls’ Exclusive 
Miles Ingalls has gotten the ex- 
| elusive booking privilege at the 


newly reopened Hurricane nitery in 


New York. 


First all-Ingalls show opens Aug. 7. 


Bergen | 


Ted Weems orch; Paul Remos | 


a 


Det AGVA to Insist on Show Bonds 


Following Sunbrock Coin Fiasco 





N. Y. Benefit for Endor, 
Gravely [ll in Miami 


A testimonial supper will be held 
|}at Toots Shor’s restaurant tonight 
(Wed.) in aid of Chic Endor, who 
is gravely ill with a throat affliction 
and is under treatment at the St. 
Francis hospital, Miami Beach, Fla. 
Event is scheduled for midnight. 
There will be no deductions from 
the takings except for actual food 
cost to Shor. Number of sizeable 
contributions to the purse for Endor 
have been made. 

Endor’s life was despaired of ac- 
cording to reports early this week. 
He was of the original Yacht Club 
Boys, a quartet, out of which 
emerged the Endor and Charlie Far- 
rell duo. Lately Endor had been 
working as a single. 


CATHOLIC GUILD 
WALKS OUT 
ON TA 








The Catholic Actors Guild has re- 
signed from Theatre Authority, with 
the latter’s board scheduled soon to 
meet on its acecptance. The Catho- 
lic Guild’s reason for quitting is 
stated to be dissatisfaction with the 
amount of money it has been receiv- 
ing from TA as its share from bene- 
fits. 


According to one source, the Cath- 
olic Actors Guild for more than a 
year refused to accept its checks 
from TA, returning them when they 
were sent and indicating that the 
| coin was not sufficient. Finally, the 
TA’s board called the Guild into a 
meeting and the matter was sup- 
posedly straightened out, the Guild 
accepting over $1,000, which was the 
total of the checks it had returned 
uncashed. This latest disaffection 
came as a complete surprise to TA 
officials. 

TA distributes the moneys it col- 
lects from benefits quarterly, usually 
in $10,000 lots. Half of this goes to 
the Actors Fund, 
| der is split up among the other actor 
Catholic Actors’ 

amounted to 





| charities and unions. 
quarterly allocation 
around $250. 


Keeping the Name Alive 


San Francisco, July 15. 

Frank Martinelli, Jr., signed this 
week as an RKO stock player in 
| Hollywood, is son of Frank Marti- 
| nelli, co-owner with Tom Gerun of 
| the Bal Tabarin theatre-restaurant 
| here. 
| Lad, who’s done theatricals at Santa 
Clara university here, inked a year's 
contract during a vacation visit to 
ioe lly wood. 


| 


while the remain- 


+ 
. 4 


Detroit, July 15. 
As a result of the flight of Larry 
Sunbrock, promoter, leaving unpaid 


bills in the wake of his ‘thrill circus’ 
here, local AGVA has laid down the 
stringent order that no further shows 
of the type will play the town with- 
out first posting a heavy cash bond. 
Sunbrock’s disappearing act, which 
followed the action of advertising 
creditors and the federal government 
in impounding the boxoffice and the 
riot of 7,000 spectators when the 
show faiied to go on, is due for 
followup action by the union, which 
declares its unpaid members will 
‘have their money before Labor 
Day.’ 

According to Dick Worthington, 
president of the Detroit local, Sun- 
brock has a five-year contract to 
promote similar shows in Soldiers’ 
Field, Chicago, during Labor Day 
week. He has hit grosses of $50,000 
in the past, it was said, which will 
be a major lever by the Detroit or- 
ganization in collecting the $2,500 in 
unpaid salaries here. Meanwhile, 
other creditors, who had to surren- 
der their boxoffice grab to Uncle 
Sam for prior tax claims, are plan- 
ning similar action if Sunbrock 
hopes to put on his big Chicago show. 
Advice here is that the creditors 
also have a line on other ‘monies 
available’ to Sunbrock which would 
facilitate collection. 


However, in view of onus left in 
these parts by the recent wide- 
spread riot it is doubtful if similar 
shows, unless they can show cash- 
in-hand, can muster past police per- 
mits, AGVA and advertising credit- 
ors who have been left holding the 
bag on several such allegedly fly-by- 
night promotions. 


—_ -——_ 


$7,500 Judgment 
St. Louis, Jyly 15. 

Judgment for $7,500 was rendered 
Friday (11) against Larry Sunbrock, 
Los Angeles rodeo and thrill-show 
promoter, in favor of Bert Depron, 
a local tooter, who was injured dur- 
ing a rodeo promoted here by Sun- 
brock last October. Depron testified 
in Circuit Judge Frank Ward’s court 
that while he was a member of the 
band playing for the show a bronco 
dashed into the bandstand, smashed 
his trombone and severely injured 
him. 





| Sunbrock was served with a sum- 

mons in the case but did not appear 

to defend himself and the judgment 
SCORNED, OF on page 46) 


‘CRAZY HEAT’ KNOCKS 
OFF; MAY RESUME 


‘Crazy With the Heat,’ tab version 











of the Broadway revue, closed 
Thursday (10) after finishing its 
week at the 20th Century, Buffalo. 


Unit was being toured by Ed Sulli- 
van, N. Y. News columnist, who re- 
vived the revue after its initial flop 
on Broadway, and it may resume 
picture house dates again in the 
| fall. 

Willie Howard was the unit's star. 
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HI PAL! 


Still “Stringing Along” with 


IRGINIA AUSTIN 


Now in Our 3rd Week and Two 


PARAMOUNT, New York 


More to Go at the 


Personal Representative 
MARK J. LEDDY 
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Overheard In the 
Slate Brothers 


Dressing Room 


HANK—Well, fellows, we've just 
finished our engagement at Parl 
Carroll's. 

JACK—How long have we been 
there? 


SID—Thirteen months, 
HANK—Seems like a year. 


SsID—What are you going to do 
now? 

HANK—Going down to the relief 
board to get my check. 


JACK—Just finished a year’s work 
and going to get a relief check? 


HANK—Certainly—you know how it 
is at Carroll's, You meet all those 
swell people — Jimmy Stewart, 
Franchot Tone, Milton Berle, Dor- 
othy Lamour, Burgess Meredith— 
and you have te buy them a coke 
once In a while. 


SID—Wasn’t that nice of Earl Car- 
roll to give us that big party 
closing night? 


JACK—Yeh, they tell me I had a 
great time. 


HANK—And those beautiful watches 
he presented us. 


SID—When is he golng to give us 
the works? 


JACK—Do you remember when we 
used to go = te Earl Carroll’s 
home and swim in his gorgeous 
pool? 


SID—Yes, why don’t they put water 
in it? 


HANK—What de you think made 
him like us so much? 


SID—Well, you know, Henry, you’ve 
got a very beautiful wife — Fay 
Carroll, 


JACK—Boys, Vl tell you one thing 
—I wouldn’t mind working for 
Earl Carroll for another year. 


We're 
Carroll 


HANK—We practically are. 
going on teur with the 
roadshow right away. 


SID—What de you mean—ihe road- 
ow, 


HANK—Why, don’t you remember 
after we closed at the theatre? 
Earl Carroll came backstage and 
said: ‘Boys, Hit the Road’? 


SID—AII kiddin 
roadshow wit 


aside—who's in the 

us? 

HANK—With this show it looks like 
Fart Carroll has gone the limit. 
He's been so good to us we're go- 
ing to put our heart in it. 


SiD—We might as well—he’s got 
everything else. 


JACK—Hey, we're talking a lot, and 
we've forgotten a very important 
thing. 

SID—What’s that? 

JACK—That most beautiful chorus 
of 60. 

HANK—Some of them are a little 
bit younger. 

JACK—Yaheoo! 

SID-—Where does the roadshow open? 

JACK—In San Francisco. 

HANK—Where do we finish? 

JACK—Probably in any army camp. 
but before we do, we'll certainly 
see a lot of the United States. 

SID—Say, that reminds me, fellows 
—what are you going to do with 
all the money you save? 


JACK—Oh, I’m going to buy a 
couple of 25-cent defense stamps. 


HANK—tThere’s only one other guy 
I would like to work fer, besides 
Farl Carroll, and that’s my uncle. 

SID—Uncle Jake? 

HANK—No, Uncle Sam, 


SID—Say, boys, wasn’t that a beauti- 


ful thought Mr. Carroll left with 
us? 
HANK—I forgot. What was it? 
SID—He said: ‘Boys—remember— 


whether you’re rich or poor, it’s 


always good to have money.’ 


JACK—A good cast and a good show 
is good, too. Which reminds me 
of a very fine biblical quotation: 
‘He without sin casts the next 
Vanities,’ and here it is: The Slate 
Brothers, Buster Shaver with Olive 
and George, Fay Carroll, Jeanne 
Devereaux, Al Norman, Anna Lee, 
Charlene Kimberlin, Lois Morresey, 
Bynton Dancers, 


HANK—And next te us, the greatest 
comedy act in show business, The 
Wiere Bros, 


SID—But next to us I’d rather have 
oe most beautiful giris im the 
wo 


JACK—We're at the Paramount 
Theatre, Los Angeles, next week 
with Mexico City to follow. Iit’ll 
be the first time they have ever 
seen the EARL CARROLL VANI- 
TIES, and boy, are they looking 
forward toe it, and bey, are we 
looking forward te that! 














Sunbrock Fiasco | 


was awarded by default. The rodeo 

was held at Sportsman’s Park, the 
‘home of the Browns and Cardinals, 
/and after the show execs of the ball 
|park announced that Sunbrock 
| would never be permitted to use 
'the park again as he failed to keep 
| his promise to put the playing field 
back in proper condition. Because 
(of his alleged penchant for leaving 
town without meeting all of his ob- 
| ligations, the manager of the Mu- 
nicipal Auditorium, where Sunbrock 
| has staged several of his enterprises, 
has required him to put up an 
amount of cash to liquidate such ob- 
ligations, 





} Berni Vici Ruling 
Chicago, July 15. 

American Guild of Variety Artists, 
through the local head, Jack Irving, 
ij has passed a ruling on the Count 
| Verni Vici show, which has been 
| having financial and AGVA trouble. 
| Edict is that show will be unable to 
| move until a $2,500 bond is posted 
to guarantee the salaries of the per- 
| formers. 


| Show is booked at present to make 
appearances in Akron, Canton and 
Youngstown, 


Barnes-Carruthers heey. 
Finally Signs Accord 
In Chicago With AGVA 


Chicago, July 15. 
After two years of much negoti- 
ating, the Barnes & Carruthers Fair 
| Booking Agency and the local Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists have 
isettled on a contract which makes 











| was finally arranged late last week 
,and was a triple-sided contract to 


|B. & C. organization. 

| B. & C. office, according to the 
lcontract, operates as producer of 
| units and acts, agent for individual 
lacts and bookers of entire fair 


| shows. 

B. & C. office this season is han- 
dling some 30 state fairs, 50 major 
county fairs and some 25 or 30 spe- 
cial outdoor dates. 


SINGER SLAYS 4-YEAR 
OLD DAUGHTER, SELF 


Albany, N. Y, July 15. 

| Tamara Charle, 26, New York City 
|nitery singer, shot and killed her 
four-year-old daughter, Dorothy, 
then took her own life in a room in 
| the Ten Eyck hotel here last Wed- 
| nesday night (9). 

| The singer, defeated in the first 
‘attempt at suicide when a .22-cali- 
| bre revolver jammed, finally suc- 
|; ceeded in firing a bullet into her 
|own heart 12 hours after the child’s 
| death, the coroner said, 

| According to testimony of her 
| husband, G. Hans Charle, of Brook- 
| lyn, N. Y., who was called to this 
icity, the Charles had been legally 
| separated for five years. Charle said 
| he did not know the identity of the 
| child’s father. When he talked with 
| his wife a few nights before the 
| tragedy, he told Police Chief Wil- 
liam J. Fitzpatrick and Coroner J. 
| Gregory Nealon, he had no idea she 
intended coming to Albany from 
New York. 

Tuesday night (July 8) Mrs. 
|Charle apparently talked with her 
| husband by telephone after register- 
|ing at the hotel- here. One of the 

notes left by her, addressed to her 
| husband, said: 

‘I will not annoy you any longer 
after what happened last night.’ Au- 
| thorities Said this note referred to 

the phone conversation. 
| Another ncte, written on hotel sta- 
‘tionery and unsigned, said: 

‘To whom it may concern—I want- 
ed to go with my baby, but after the 
| first bullet the gun jammed and 
/only burned. I than bought poison. 
That didn’t work either. There is 
only one way left.’ 


Holding Sophie 
Seattle, July 15. 
Sophie Tucker and surrounding 
show are holding for a third week 
at the Show Box cabaret-theatre. 
First two weeks landed 13,000 
customers at boxoffice at 50c each, 














} 











with inside sales of beer, wine and 
pop estimated at $6,000. 





lthe B. & C. office 100% AGVA. Deal| 


‘cover the various activities of the! 


MPLS. AGVA IN 
DRIVE FOR 
PACTS 


Minneapolis, July 15. 

As one of the opening guns in a 
campaign to bring all local niteries 
and other establishments playing en- 
tertainment talent under the Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists, Ted 
Brown Alch, the organization’s ex- 
ecutive secretary here, has served a 
strike notice on the Happy Hour 
night club. 

Although the Happy Hour is one 
of the city’s largest, most elaborate 
and best patronized nitries, its aver- 
age remuneration for floor show 
performers is $17 a week, according 
to Alch, who’s demanding a mini- 
mum $35 weekly from all clubs. 

About a half dozen performers 
{now playing the Happy Hour are in- 
| volved in the present dispute, which 
| will be handled by the state labor 
| conciliator’s office. 

Alch asserts that clubs here have 
been paying performers as little as 
$2 a night. There have been in- 
stances, he says, of dance teams re- 
ceiving $12 a week. 

All clubs, hotels, theatres and per- 
formers will be signed by AGVA, 
Alch declares. The Minnesota Ter- 
race, the city’s ace night club, and 
the Orpheum theatre already are in 
line: Curly’s, another leading local 
nitery, just entered into an AGVA 
contract, according to Alch, who says 
that am agreement is just about 
ready to be signed by. the Hotel 
Lowry Terrace cafe. 

The 40 girls to appear in the city’s 
‘Aquatennial’ stage and water shows, 
most of them Minnesotans and non- 
| professionals, all joined AGVA and, 
jin consequence, will receive from 
$25 to $35 for their week’s pay, says 
Alch. 

Jack Irving, AGVA organizer 








in 


| conference with Alch and with Mor- 
ton Downey, the latter, National 
head of the union, in Minneapolis as 
star of ‘Aquatennial’s’ Aquacade 
show. 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Harry Martin avers that his added 
eight pounds are due to Martin 
| Moskowitz shooting him a mess of 
| Lindy’s Herrings from time to time. 

Robert Cosgrove, legiter doing 
mild exercise and seen downtown. 
Which denote a nifty comeback. 


James Wildenthaler of Sandusky, 
O., still raving over the surprise visit 
of his folks. Those visits aid the 
ozoning routine and this boy is pert- 
ing up. 

William Headley, who ozoned here 
and there, is skedded for a Demming, 
N. M., air routine. He's an ex-Penn- 
sylvania theatre manager and a na- 
tive of Wilmington, Del. 

Reports are that the Earle Larri- 
more, legit actor ozoning in a private 
cottage, is on the verge of a 100% 
okay. 

Tudor Cameron, who graduated 
from this colony, doing very well 
and working. Now residing at 6768 
Olive street, St. Louis. He'd like to 
hear from friends. He’s formerly of 
Cameron & O’Corner, 

Jimmy McNichols, who did a lot 
of amateur work in this colony, is 
now Official greeter at an eatshop. 

Rose Clark, ex-Will Rogersite, a 
vacationist in the actors’ colony. She 
successfully runs a dancing school 
in Sunnyside, L.I. 

John Eaton, who has lately seen 
too much bed, bedsided by his father 
and mother from Scranton, Pa. 

A tip-of-the-hat to Rev. Aivin B. 
Gurley for his time out in conduct- 
ing bible classes at the Will Rogers. 
Gang swears by him. 

Ben Schultz, who dabbled here 
and there in the theatre, doing 
mighty fine things with the come- 
back. 

Jack Hirsch, who prides himself on 
being half Indian, gifted all the lady 
patients at the Rogers with timely 
novelty gifts, which he does often. 

The Will Rogers garden got special 
mention in the local papers, but full 
credit is due Mrs. Hazel Coleman, a 
patient who’s a landscape artist. 
Margaret Newell, ex-featured 
prima with Billy Watson years ago, 
has gone for guitar lessons and re- 
cently played her first solo at the 
lodge. 

Write to those who are ill. 








Sam Scribner 


—Continued from page 45 





then Scribner's concentration on 
burlesque. His career in the latter 
medium probably reached its height 
with the building of the Columbia 
theatre and building on Broadway, 
now the Mayfair. 

Active in Charity 

Though out of actual management 
participation in the business after 
selling the Columbia Wheel, Scribner 
continued to hold a finger on the 
pulse of the show world via his office 
as treasurer of tne Actors Fund of 
America, a position he assumed in 
1916. He was a tireless worker in 
the interests of charity, acting in 
close collaboration with the late 
Daniel Frohman and Walter Vincent, 
the Fund’s present president. When 
Theatre Authority was formed a few 
years ago, Scribner became its presi- 
dent and an active one. He was also 
treasurer of the Percy Williams 
Home. 

Funeral services Friday (12) at the 
Little Church Around the Corner, 
N.Y,, were attended by more than 
700, many of them -cldtimers who 
had known the showman over a long 
period of years. An idea of the 
roster of names present could be 
gleaned from a perusal of the honor- 
ary pallbearers, including New York 
State’s ex-Governor Alfred E. Smith, 
former N. Y. mayor Joseph V. Mc- 
Kee, Lee Shubert, Sam Forrest, Paul 
Dullzell, Frank Gillmore, Robert 
Campbell, Pat Casey, William J. Mc- 
Cormack and Jacob I. Goodstein. 
George M. Cohan, Arthur Hopkins, 
Marcus Heiman, Paul Moss, Vinton 
Freedley, William D. Weinberger, 
Dave Ferguson, Percy Moore and 
Louis Handin were among thosé in 
the church. 

Walter Vincent delivered a brief 
eulogy, the essence of which was 
Scribner’s reputation as a ‘square 
shooter,’ and then the body was 
moved for cremation prior to burial 
in the Scribner family plot in his 
home-town of Brookville, Pa. 





|A., 
| Scribner. 
Chicago, spent the weekend here in| 


ito the late Sam Scribner, who was 


Surviving Scribner are a daughter, 
Mrs. Edward Call; two sons, Samuel 
Jr., and John Herbert Mack 
Scribner’s wife, once a 
performer in a sister team, died last 
year. 


TA, FUND TO PICK | 
SCRIBNER SUCCESSOR | 


Matter of a successor or successors 








treasurer of the Actors Fund and 
president of the Theatre Authority, 
will be given consideration during 
the coming week. TA is slated to 
call an emergency meeting of the 
board to select the replacement, 
while the fund regulations are said 
to call for a different procedure. 


Those mentioned as possible suc- 
cessors are Walter Vincent, head of 
the fund; Brock Pemberton, active 
in TA affairs, and Frank Gillmore, 
former head of Equity. 


Fund has an executive committee 
and a finance committee, latter hav- 
ing Vinton Freedley as chairman. 
That committee was virtually acting 
as treasurer during periods when 





Scribner was ill. 


New Police Chief 
In Mpls. Closes 
Town Up Tight 


Minneapolis, July 15, 

With a new city administration in 
the saddle, Minneapolis is closed up 
tight as a drum again. Mayor-Elect 
M. L. Kline’s appointment of E. B, 
Hanson, from outside the depart. 
ment and carrying the recommenda- 
tion of the F.B.I., as police chief and 
his announcement that he would 
crack down on vice and raekets, hit 
the boys like a bombshell. Gambling 
houses and other resorts closed and 
dice games, racing charts and punch- 
boards vanished from the loop, 
After-hour liquor and gambling 
clubs are locked up. 

Looking upon the new police chief 
as somewhat of a mysterious figure, 
lcop spots considered that familiar 
channels of contact with police au- 
thority and so-called ‘fixers’ had 
been closed. The policy of watchful 


waiting is in effect for the time be- 
ing. 


Harry Eager’s Chi Cafe 
Must Assure Back Pay, 
Post Bond for Opening 


Chicago, July 15. 

At a board meeting of the Chicago 
local of the American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists, decision was reached 
that the defunct Theatre-Cafe, whose 
effects were recently bought by Harry 
Eager, owner of the north side 5100 
Club, will be unable to reopen until 


all back salaries due the acts are 
paid. A $3,500 bond posted to in- 
sure payment of any new acts open- 
ing there is also necessitated. 

Theatre-Cafe, with a capacity of 
3,200, was formerly managed by 
Michael Todd and operated by Peter 
Fremont. 


AGENTS ROBERTS, BOILA 
IN AGVA HOT WATER 


Chicago, July 15. 

Chicago local of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists, through its 
head, Jack Irving, has petitioned the 
national office of AGVA to place Chi 
agents Sam Roberts and Nick Boila 
on the unfair list. Complaint is that 
they are trying to maintain a $30 
scale for chorus girls on bookings 
into the Lyric theatre, Indianapolis, 
whereas the Chi AGVA scale calls 
for $35. 

This is not the first skirmish Robe 
erts and Boila have had with the 
union. 
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Variety Bills 





WEEK JULY 18 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week. 

















Paramount 








JEW YORK CITY 
ae aremeunt (16) 
Will Bradley Ore 
Danny Kaye 
Jane Froman 
Virginia Austin 

CHICAGO 
Chicago (18) 
Sammy Kaye Ore 

Billy DeWol fe 


State Lake (18) 
Buck & Bubbles 


Rosillianos 
MIAMI 
Olympia (16-19) 
Statler 2 


Chriss Cross 
Marjorie Gainsworth 
Alan Carney 





Arnaut Bros 





Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (18) 
Cab Calloway Ore 

Avis Andrews 
Moke & Poke 
Otto Eason 
PHILADELPHIA 
Farle (18) 
Harry James Ore 
Shea & Raymond 
Trixie 
(ii) 


Gene Krupa Ore 

Cass Daley 

Bobby May 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (18) 


Ames & Arno 
Paul Winchell 
Billingtons 
(il) 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
Billy DeWolfe 
3 Smart Gls 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (18) 
Lani McIntyre Ore 
West & Page 
(11) 
Roxyettes 
Wesson Bros 
Isabel Jewell 
Martins 


| Phil Harris Ore 











Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
State (17) 
Ted Lewis Ore 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (17) 
Rhythm Rockets 


{8 Dancing Boys 
| Senor Wences 
| Rosita Rios 


|Les Ghezzis 
| Byrnes & Swanson 








Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Musie Hall (17) 

Hal LeRoy 

Marina Lord 

Hilda Eckler 

Francis Carter 

Arthur Bowle 

Gil Mason 

Robert Shanley 

Rockettes 

Corps de Ballet 

Glee Club 

Erno Rapee Symph 
AKRON 


Palace (18-21) 
Rochester 
Dick Stabile 
Gracie Barrie 
Walton & O'Rourke 
Kitty Murray 
Ruby Ring 

ATLANTIC CITY 

Steel Pier (18) 
Gae Foster Gls 
Condos Bros 
Andrews Sis 
Johnny Burke 
Willie, West & McG 
Christiani Tr 
Sharkey 
Gautier Co 


Ore 


Bobby Morris 
Richard Dana 
Pinky Lee 


Ryan & Benson 
Ben Yost Co 


(19-20) 
Tommy Dorsey Ore 
(21-25) 
Bunny Berrigan Ore 


Hamid’s Pier (20) 

Bea Wain 

Eddie Roecker 

Reg Kehoe Ore 

Johnny Woods 

Don & Ruthie Lane 
(23-26) 

Ina Rae Hutton Ore 
(21-22) 

Lou Breese Ore 
(19-20) 
Willie Howard Co 
BALTIMORE 
State (20-23) 


|4 Krazy Sailors 
| Don Arres 
(Two to fill) 
(17-19) 
Gleason & Sanborn 
Floyd Christy Co 
3 Avos 
CAMDEN 
Towers (19-20) 
3 Ridder Bros 
3 Guesses 
Evans & Mayer 
4 Warners 
FREEPORT 
Freeport (18) 
Jack Grant Fam 
Al Tucker 
Harriet Carr 
Bedini & Lander 
LONG ISLAND 
Jones Beach (18-19) 
| Diosa Costello 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Cesar Rosita Co 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (22-24) 
Yokoi Duo 
Evans & Mayer 
4 Warners 
(18-21) 


Cox 





Wilma 

Jones & Rae 

(Two to fill) 
WASHINGTON 
Howard (18) 

Louis Prima Orc 

Chuckles & Cromer 

| Thompson Bros 

| WILLOW GROVE 

| Willow Grove Park 

(20 only) 
Gleason & Sanborn 





Jones & Rae 
8 Avos 
(Two to fill) 


YOUL NGSTOWN 
Palace (22-24) 
| Rochester 
Dick Stabile Orc 
Gracte Barrie 
Walton & O’Rourke 
Kitty Murray 
Ruby Ring 








Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Armando’s 
Geo Morris Ore 
Pedrito Ore 
Shirl Thomas 
Bill Bertolotti’s 
Don Sylvio Ore 
Angelo Ore 
Frederica 
Peggy Ellis 
Edith Lambert 
Dorothy Allen 
Ginger Lane 
Annette 
Bill's Gay 90's 
Charles Strickland 
Lulu Bates 
Fred Bishop 
Spike Harrison 
Harold Willard 
Harry Donnelly 
Bernie Grauer 
Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
Eddie South Ore 
Linda Keene 
Hazel Scott 
Ammons & Johnson 
Jack Gilford 
Golden Gate 4 
Cafe Soclety 
(Village) 
Henry Allen Ore 
Kenneth Spencer 
Meade Lux Lewis 
Art Tatum 


Helena Horne 


Chateau Moderne 
Annette 
i Covert 
Lucile 
Maurice 
Gabriel} 
Lou Spielman 
Dorothy Tanner 

Claremont Inn 
Joe Ricardel Ore 


Guerlain 
& Reed 
Jarrott 
Shaw Orc 


Club 18 
G@ Andrews Ore 
Peter Brent Ore 


Pat Harrington 
Jack White 
Roy Sedley 
Frankie Hyers 
Archie Robbins 
Stan Ross 


Club Gaucho 


Don Avendano Ore 
Currito & Coral 
Luis Camache 
Jose Perez 
Rosa Rio 
Harriet Carr 
Renee 

Cora & Irene’s 
Joe Ellis Ore 
Ringo & Harris 
Betty Froos 
Marcella Clair 
Nick Leeds 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Mae Murray 
Nita Naldi 





Carlyle Biackwell 
Joe E Howard 
Ross Wyse, Jr 
June Mann 
Della Lind ° 
Geo Fontana 
Lila Lee 
Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 
El Chico 
Don Alberto Ore 
Juan Martinez 
Gloria Belmonte 
Antonita 
Maria Lopez 
Charro Gil 8 
Famous Door 
Babe Russin Ore 
Billie Holiday 
Dixie Roberts 
Sid Walker 
Mousey Garner 
Havana-Madrid 
Froilan Maya Ore 
Juanita Sanabria O 
Alberto Torres 
Ramon & Lucinda 
Belen Ortega 
Aida Rodriguez 
Fay Torres 
Arturo Cortes 
Delores DeLeon 
Hickory House 
Bill Turner Ore 
Mercedes 
Carol Boyd 
Rollin Smith 
Hotel Astor 
Ina Ray Hutton Ore 
Will Bradley Ore 
Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 
Arthur Ravel Ore 
Joe Pafumy Ore 
Bea Perren 
Gwen Gary 
Eleanor Eberle 
John Hubert 
Belmont 
Hotel Biltmore 
Ray Heatherton O 
Judy Clark 
Rolly Rolls 
Pickert & Ross 
Hotel Hossert 
(Brooklyn) 
Bobby Parks Ore 
Imoyen Carpenter 
ifotel Edison 
Blue Ore 
Hotel Essex House 
Johnny Messner O 
Hotel Lexington 
Ray Kinney Ore 
Meymo Holt 
Napua 
Leilani Iaea 
Nani Todd 
Lebua Paulson 
Hotel Lincoln 
Harry James Ore 
Hotel McAlpin 
Arturo Arturos Ore 
Wendy Bishop 


Barron 





Hotel New Yorker 
Johnny Long Ore 
Helen Young 

Bob Houston 


Paul Harmon 
| Relita 

i} Anne Haroldon 
Peter Killam 
Phil Hiser 

Jo Ann Dean 
Gene Berg 

Ice Ballet 


Hotel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Buddy Clarke 
Alfonso Ore 
Waldron 
Wood 
Byrd Co 
& Diane 
Howard 


Ore 


Jack 

| Elenore 
| Hibbert, 
| Winton 
|} Bunny 
Ginger Dulo 
Wilson Lang 

Hotel Pennsylvania 


Bobby Byrne Ore 
Dorothy Claire 
Stuart Wade 


Hotel Plaza 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Chiquito Ore 
Paul Haakon 
Maxine Kisor 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Howard Lally 
| Peggy Fears 
| Hotel St. Moritz 
{Ford Harrison Ore 
(‘ass 
Lolo & amon 
Florence & Alvarez 
Betty Black 
i Jaye Martin 

Hotel St. 
Hal Saunders Ore 
Gus Martel Or 

Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Or 
Ann Barrett 
Sonny Skyler 


Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
(Starlight Roof) 

Xavier Cugat Orc 
Miguelito Valdes 
Lina Romay 
Frakson 
Evelyn Tyner 
H Willlams, 8 


Ore 








Regis 


Bar of Music 


Bill Jordan 

George Kent 

Ann Harriett 

Tony Sharrabba 

Dick Winslow Ore 
Biltmore Bow! 

Ruth Daye 


Jimmy Castle 

Royal Guards 

Dorothy Brandon 

Armand & Lita 

3 Dee's 

Chuck Foster Ore 
Casa Manana 

Miller Bros & Le 

Jimmie LL ef oO 





Balladeers | 


LOS ANGELES 


Hurricane 
Dick Satterfield Orc | 
Chiquito Ore 
Billy Vine 
Iceland Restaurant 
Ted Eddy Ore 
4 Co-Eds 
Jack Lane Co 
Nola Day 
Danny White 
Collette & Deane 
Robbins Bros & M 

Kelly’s Stable 
Hot Lips Page Orc 
Billie Holiday 
Billy Daniels 
Stuff Smith 
King Cole Trio 

La Martinique 

(West End, N. J.) 
Eddie Oliver Orc 





Bill Brady 

Manny Strand Ore 
Florentine Garden 
Corrinne & Tita 
NTG 

Billy Rayes 

Fred Scott 

Sugar Geise 

David Marshall Orc 
Charlie Foy’s Club 
Charlie Foy 
Leonard Sues 
Jerry Lester 


; Lorraine Elliott 


Red Stanley Ore 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
Mary Healy 
Neville Fleeson 
Peter Lind Hayes O 
Carlyle 
Grace Hayes 
Mary Reilly 
Mary Lee 
Mavis Mims 
Inecita 
House of Murphy 
Frankie Gallagher 
Hal Chanslor Ore 
Jean Meunier 
Gordon Bishop 
Bob Murphy 
‘It’ Cafe 
Dave Forrester Ore 
Macambo Cafe 
Edwardo Aguilar O 
Phil Ohman's Ore 
Palladium 
Abe Lyman Ore 


Pirates Den 


Henry Grant 

Gaby La Fitte 

Shadrack Boys 

Marjorie Raymond 

Chet Record 

Nick Cochran Ore 
Rhumboogie 

Four Tones 

3 Chocolateers 

Lovey Lane 

Lois Galloway 

Cee Pee Johnson O 

| Scheherazade Cafe 

|} Richard Smart 

Ina Miraeza 

| Yascha Borowski 

| Russian Gypsy Ore 
Seven Seas 

Lilia Kipikona 

Sybil Thomas 

Benny Kaha 

Puanani Mathews 

Miki Wiki 

Eddie Bush 

Charlie Openul 

Bobby Mathews 

Johnie Bright Ore 





Slapsy Maxies 
Ben Blue 
Cully Richards 
Sid Tomick 
Reis Bros 
Benny Lessy 
Patti Moore 
Sam Lewis 
Pat Shaw 
Joe Oakie 
Al Bard Ore 





Owen & Parker 
Babette Chorus (8) 
Milton Huber Bd 
4i Salvo Bros Ore 
Breakers Hotel 
(Ship Deck) 
University Trio 
Beal St. Boys 
Pearl Williams 
Brigantine Hotel 
(Treasure Island 


| 
| 


Koom) 
Adrian Rollini Trio 
|}Pedro Albani Ore 


Chelsea Hotei 
(Terrace & Grill) 
Johnny Hamp Ore 
Billy Van Trio 
Cliquot Club 
Ann Howard 
Jimmie Evans 
Young Sis 
Mildred Gibson 
Ramona 
Dude Ranch 
Endicott Cowboy O 
500 Club 
Doorthy Blaine 
Don Richard 
N & P Darnelle 
Henry Jerome Ore 
Nomad Club 


Jackie Whalen 





Club Bali 
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Herbert Curbello O 
Georgie Tapps 
Adrienne 
Le Coq Rouge 
Jos Smith Ore 
Bela Bizony 
Rudi Timfield 
Leon & Eddie’s 


Lou Martin Ore 
Nerida Orc 
Eddie Davis 
Jerry Blanchard 
Dance Players 
Clay Bryson 
Barbara Perry 
Sherry Britton 
Shirley Lloyd 
Milton Dahlberg 
Jean Mona 
Place Elegante 
Ernest Franz Orc 
Bill Farrell 
Vincent DeCosta 
Art Tubertini 
Victor Harte 
Queen Mary 
Roy Stewart Orc 
Caroline Night 
Kimi Toye 
Ginger Wayne 
Rainbow Grill 
Russ Smith OQre 
Ashburns 
Rainbow Room 
Barry Winton Ore 
Sigrid Lassen 
}(lemente Ore 
Mayla 
Russell 
Aaron 
Julian 


Swann 

& Glancz 

& Marjori 
Riviera 

(Ft. Lee, N. J.) 

Orc 

Curbello O 


Pancho 
Fausto 
Helen Kane 
Giower & Jeanne 
Whitson Bros 

| Everett Marshall 
i}Ches Hale Gls 


Edith Roark’s Club} 





| Pat 


Paris Inn 
Kenny Henryson 


Marg'rite & M’rtinez 


Henry Monet 


Chief Eagle Feather 


Patsy Brittain 
Herman Lopez 
Fred & Jerry 
Helen Miller 
Chuck Henry Ore 


Somerset House 
Harry Ringland 
Lou Sailee 

Swane Inn 


Slim & Slam 
Fred Skinner 


Trianon 
Ella Fitzgerald Ore 


CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Room) 


Val Oman Orc 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Jimmy Joy Ore 
Betty Burns 
Maurice & Maryea 
; Tessers 
Hadley Gls 
Art London 
Room) 
core 


rune 


(Tavern 
Dave Pritchard 
Blackhawk 
Jarrett Ore 
Robbins 
Joe & Hetty Lee 
Pearl Islanders 

Blackstone Hotel 

(Balinese Rm.) 
Eddie White Ore 

Brevoort Hotel 

(Crystal Koom) 
3 Niblics 





Art 
Gail 


Peggy Lester 
Lois LaChance 
Bob Billings 
Broadmont 
Wally Rand 
LaVerne Dane 
Betty Coeds 


Anita Page 

June Darling 

Gwen Baucher 

Charlotte Buckley 

Saily Barr 

Herb Rudolphs Orc 
Brown Derby 

Harriet Norris 

Lordier 

Camp 

Ann Dare 

Charlotte 


Gale 


Lee 
Jo 
van Day 


Patsy 








| Joe White Ore | 
| Henry Marko 

Helen Fox 

| uth Gallagher 

ij Russell Hird 

Tex Gentry 
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Yvette Dare 
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(Glass Hat Rm) 
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Hotel 
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Bath & Turf Club 
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| DeMarlos 
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i} Eddie Fens Ore 
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Al Trace Ore 
| Holly Swanson 
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Helen Sumner 
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Spiros Stamos Ore 
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Edna Sellers 
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Vivian Marshall 
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Arne Barnett 
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PHILADELPHIA 


Nell Dieghan’'s 


Ramoni Rhumba Bd | Leonard Cooks 


Lee Jaxon 
Clark & Eaton 
Stanley Bros 
Havenaires (4) 


Ray Hottinger Ore 
Old Falls Tavern 


Doris Fields 


| Frankie 


| Marita 
Open Door Cafe 


| Billy Hayes’ Oro 


Cavallaro O 
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Otto Thurn Ore 
El Dumpo 


Bob Manners Ore 
Sammy Lipman 
Antoinettes 


Freddie's Cafe 
Gavle Parker 
Ray Rogers 
i Harriet Grant 
Paul & Thelma 
Gourmet Club 
Eddie Robinson Ore 
Hotel Allerton 
Joe Baldi Ore 
Hlutel Carter 
Thixton Sprenger 
Ambassadors Ore 
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Irving Braslow Ore 
Park Casino 


Tommy Monroe 
Idols of Rhythm 


Peacock Gardens 
(King-of-Prussia, 


Do 


Pa.) 


n Lee 


Gil Fitch Ore 
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Cadillac Tavern 
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Henrique & Adri’ne 
Carroll's 
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Dixie Sullivan 
Tania Blossom 
Al Farr 
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Johnfiy Parrish Silver Fleet Inn 
Chiquita 
Carlos Reyes Ore Phil Fletcher 
» : Rae & Dale 
Evergreen Casino ‘Cite Ladies 
Jeri Withee Max Levin 
Beth Challis Joe Lenny 
Nitza & Ravell Harry Small 


sel Ore 


Antonia 


affer Tri 


miden 


nnerman 


eco’s OF 


dle Trio 


Goldecker 


rry 


(8) 


Jack Smith 


Sig 


>< 
La 


no! 
ths’r 


Carmino 


c 


lis & 4 Faye 


Eldoradians 
Dave Pierson 
Wilson's 
Joe Hough 
Blackie Johnson 


Dot Garcey Mary Snyder 
Edythe Sallade Miriam Allen 
Frank Cuneo Ore i\George Downey 
Nancy Newell | Jess Altmiller 

‘ iSally Anne 

Minstrel Tavern [ oj.4, 
lMarino & De Voll |2 Lucky Bucks 
Tony Callazo Geo Laquet Ore 
Ed McGoldrick, Jr Yacht Club 
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Hotel Fenway Hall 
Johnny Cowgill 
Grant Wilson 

Hotel Hollenden 
Glover & LaMae 


Doraine & Ellis 
Bob Ripa 

Sloan & Gary 
Sorelli 
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Hotel Statler 
Jules Duke Ore 
ia Conga Club 
amou Arias Ore 
Lindsay’s Skybar 
Jaun Florer 
Pearl de Lucca 

Monaco's Cafe 


Sammy 


R 





Kegal Club 
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3700 Club 
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{Pat Jordan 
Don Walsh 


Art 
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DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Loren Parsons 
Sanford Mandel 
Barry Wilkinson 


(Motor Bar) 
Abbs 
Bowery 
Gypsy Rose Lee 
3 Rio Bros 
Martin & Marvel 
Ray Hamilton 
Paddy Clift 
Arden Dane 
Johnny King 
Chas Carlisle 
Benny Resh Ore 
Casanova 
Glamour Gis (6) 
Kee & Puck 
Armand & Diana 
Geo Presnell 
Lee Walter Ore 
Club Congo 
Beity St Claire 
Gladys Madden 
Alice Lyons 
3 Buds 
Snowball & Johnny 
3 Aristocrats 
6 Reedettes 
King Perry Ore 
Corktown Tavern 
Billy Meagher 
Dolly Stirling 
Beth Farrell 
Ellen Kaye 
Joe E Kerns 
Cole & Corte 
6 Vesters 
Les Arquette Ore 
Hund’s 


3 Old Timers 
Manuel Lopez 
London Chop House 
Tonia Valenti 
Chet Everhart 
Frank Whitman O 
Club Mar-Jdo 
Paul Regan 
June Carson 
Dancing Dietrichs 
Merritt Lamb Orc 
Morocco 
‘Gay Nineties’ 
Buddy Duray 
Joe Foder Ore 
Madelon Baker 
Nebiolo’s 
Beth Farrell 
©’Donnel & Loyce 
Estrailita 
Leonard Seel Ore 


Vic 
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Northwood Ina 
Anita Jacobi 
Woods & Bray 
Harry Schilling 
Roshee & Lee 
Ray Carlin Ore 

Olde Wayne Club 
Melody Ambass’dors 
Bernice Bishop 
Hoffman Bros 

Palm Beach 

Daro & Davis 
Geo Lovett & Elsa 
Jimmy Morrison 
Campbell & Lioyd 
Don Pablo Ore 
Huck’'s Redford ios 
Wan 


McGraw Ore 

Club Royale 
Jean Travers 
Lime Trio 


Manning & White 
Midgely 
Richard Worth'gtos 
Pamela Britton 
Don McGrane Ore 
Statler Hotel 
Sande Williams 
Maxine Tappan 
San Diego 
Al Alexander Ore 
Udell & Daye 
Burns Bros 
Dolly Dawn 
Marya & Martyn 
The Tropics 


Dorese 
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Betty Blair 

Jean Field 

Linda Bruce 

The Friars (3) 

Vincent Bragale Ore 
Verne’s 

James Durante 

Wally Buag 


Toth Si 
Dottie Jean 
Alto Frye 
Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cub Room) 
Herman Fine 
Wonder Bar 
Consuella 
Hy Baron Ore 
Castrillos Ore 
509 Club 
Dale Rhodes 
Di Giovanni 
Margo Good 
Good & Goody 
Verne Wilcox 
John & Jessie Hora 
Olga Ray 
Horace Houck Ore 
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BOSTON 


Beachcomber 


Harry Morrissey 
Sandro D’Arnez Orc 
Judy Ellington 
Van Gronas 
Stanley Fisher 

6 Heachies 

Buster Keim Rev 
Blinstrub’s 
Rohde Oro 
Heathen 
Rrown 
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Kaye Thomas 

Virginia Melford 2 

Casa Manana Gis 
Club Mayfair 

Ranny Weeks Ore 
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Julia Barbour 

Dr Marcus 

Pierre & Renee 

Doris Abbott 


Club Vanity Fair 


Kai Nira Ore 
Stella Ray 

| Joan West 

Lee Deering 

Cocoanut Grove 

Mickey Alpert Oro 
Don Rico Ore 
Wally Wanger Rev 
Bil Paine 
| Marianne Francis 
Mata & Hari 
Amapola Lopez 
Rose Morand 

lack & June Blair 
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Fox & Hounds 
Milton George Ore 
Hi-Hat 
Pete Herman Ore 

Lucile Grey 
Frank Petty 
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(Circus Room) 
Florence Hallman 
Runkie & Lambert 
Hotel Copley Plava 
(Sheraton Room) 


Stuart Frazier Ore 
Hotel Essex 
Ernest Murray Ore 

Billy Kelly 
Jack Manning 
Al Lewis 

Victor Donato 
Adeis Corey 
Rita Henderson 
Anne Gould 
Rosemary Starr 


Hotel Gardner 
Burt Shaw 
Evalyn Harvey 

Hotel Sheraton 
(Sky Garden) 

Dudley 
Hotel Statler 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
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(Roof Garden) 
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| Jimmy McHale Ore 
| Harry Drake Rev 
Roof Garden Gls 
Alice O' Leary 
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Doris Abbott 
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Crawford House 
Ray Collins Ore 
Miriam Johnson 
Crawfordettes 
Carole Hall 
| Bill Mahoney 
Gypsy Nina 
talph James 
Anchorage 
Hugh Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 
Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Ore 
Balconades 
John Fontaine Ore 
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Penny Lee 
Jerry Scott 
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HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 








Wednesday, July 16, 1941 





STATE, N. Y. 


| 


Helen Reynolds’ Skaters (8), Ross, 


Wyse, Jr. and June Mann, Ella! 
Logan, Berry Bros. (3), Senor | 
Wences, Georges and Jalna (4);) 


‘Love Crazy’ (M-G). 





This is vaudeville, pure, but not 
go simple.. It’s an achievement 
nowadays for a booker to lay out 
such a nicely balanced and blended 
bill as this, when talent of a strictly 
variety metier is so scarce. And it 
plays with a sureness of purpose 
and dispatch that’s likewise rare, 
there being only one mistake in the 
preceedings—but an act’s and not 
the booker’s. ; 

The error is chalked up by deucing 
Ross Wyse, who overdoes a_ dirty 
bit with his partner, June Mann, 
that’s a variation of the old foot-in- 
the-pants gag. What makes it 
doubly bad is that Wyse doesn’t need 
that type of business to get over, 
his sock acrobatic dancing always 
proving sufficient to attract, hold 
and wham an audience. It got him 
off to smash results here, another 
indication that he can hold the smut 
for smokers. Wyse was spotted into 
the show at the last minute opening 
day to pad out the running time, the 
knockabout comie doubling from 
Billy Rose’s nearby Diamond Horse- 
shoe. 

Otherwise, the layout runs without 
hitch in material or pace. Helen 
Reynolds’ crackerjack all-girl (8) 
skating act is a flashy applause- 
opener. Then the Wyse act, and in 
the trey is Ella Logan, a tiny bundle 
of large voice. : 

The cute little ovine Pages 4 - 
apparently varying her style a bit, 
og a stylized delivery of ‘My Bill’ 
with all the anguished hand-clutch- 
ing of Helen Morgan. _That’s too 
close a copy, but the singing is okay. 
Ditto her more bombastic singing 
of ‘Take Me Out to the Ball Game,’ 
‘My Bonnie Lies Over the Ocean’ 
and ‘Loch Lomond,’ latter done as 
an encore after repeated call-backs 
by the customers. 

Standard Berry Brothers (3) are 
a standout smash in the fourth slot, 
the colored boys’ great dancing, 
prancing and cakewalking, held 
within five minutes, being delivered 
with remarkable speed. Senor 
Wences, following them, holds the 
applause meter at the top rung with 
his extraordinary ventriloquial work. 
His work with the hand-made 
dummy and the head in the box, 
with almost amazing changes and 
shading of voices, must stamp him 
as one of the top men in his field. 
He gets big laughs frequently and 
is ah unusual novelty next-to-closer. 

Georges and Jalna, with two 
bongo players for their closing 
rhumba routine, comprise the show’s 
flash closer. Excellent ballroom 
team closed at Ben Marden’s Riviera 
across the George Washington 
Bridge Wednesday (9) night and 
opened here the following morning, 
repeating their nitery click in a 
vaudeville house. They’re smooth 
and good-looking, with more empha- 
sis on dancing than adagio, grace- 
fully delineating the waltz and fox- 
trot, among others. 

Six acts run off well within 60 
minutes, and that’s as unusual as a 
bill so well-blended as this one. 
There’s no stalling and no milking; 
the nice house Friday (11) night was 
left satisfied with quality, but not 
satiated with quantity. Scho. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, July 12. 
Little Jack Little Orch with Kath- 
leen Quinn, Kirk Woods; Lester 
Harding, Charlene, 
‘San Antonio Rose’ (U). 








Entertainment is present more 
prominently in this show than in any 
the Tower has had for several weeks, 
and it’s pleasantly reflected at the 
boxoffice. Responsible party is Jack 


Wagner Twins; | 


Harding, is on this week as a straight 
act and his deep singing of a medley 
trio from ‘The Merry Widow’ is in 
full keeping with the entertainment 
standard of the show. 

Little then lets his brass boys go! 
hogwild on ‘Sunshine’ and works into 
a closing on Medley of his composi- 
tions and established favorites, such | 
as ‘Jealous,’ ‘Hold Me,’ ‘Shanty in; 
Old Shanty Town.’ While Little is 
not the biggest name to hit the 


ment than some better known names. | 


Quin. 
LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, July 11. 
Phil Harris Orch (15), Patricia 





_Kay, Ames and Arno, Paul Winchell, | 


The Billingtons (2); ‘Passage from| 
Hong Kong’ (WB). 


Phil Harris, corn king of the Jello 
program, moves his orchestra into 
the Lyric again on his annual visit, 
touring the provinces while the radio 
show has its summer layoff. Harris 
hails from Linton, Ind., and makes 
the most of his Hoosier birthright by 
digging his heels into the Indiana sod 
once more with many references to 
the ‘native son’ theme, setting him- 
self solid with the audience. 

It’s Harris whom the customers | 
paid to see, and he gives them full 
value for the amount deposited at the 
boxoffice by mixing in lots of chat- 
ter about himself, Hollywood, Jack 
Benny and others on the Jello pro- 
gram. He remains a pleasing per- 
sonality and handles gags well. Har- 
ris sings on the band’s closing med- 
ley, vocalizing ‘Hut Sut Song’ and 
*That’s What I Like About the South.’ 
The boys in the orch are okay, too, 
doing ‘Poet and Peasant’ to open and 
‘Intermezzo’ later in the bill. Patri- 
cia Kay, femme band vocalist, sings 
‘Daddy’ and ‘Rhumboogie,’ but needs 
a little more polishing before hitting 
it off big. ; 

The three added acts appearing 
with the band are topnotch. Stand- 
out is Paul Winchell, who handles 
ventriloquist’s dummy expertly. He 
doesn’t try so much for the frozen- 
lip delivery but depends on reactions 
of the dummy and good material to 
put him across. 

Also to the good in a band show 
are the Billingtons, tap stylists. They 
do two numbers and pleased at show 
caught to the extent that they had 
to come back to put the tootsies 
through an encore. 

Ames and Arno are standard 
knockabout dance comedians, being 
one of the best man-and-woman 
combos. They played the house re- 
cently. 

Harris is second-to-top grosser at 
this house, his previous record hav- 
ing been bettered only by Horace 
Heidt. This trip he’s still a magnet 





| Arthur ; 
|Maury Cross, Charlie Wilson, Alan 





at the boxoffice with the patrons | 
standing at fourth show opening day 
on a five-show schedule. Running} 
time of 55 minutes is well placed. | 

Kiley. 


ORPHEUM, L. A. 


(BOWES’ UNIT) 





Los Angeles, July 9. 





Major Bowes’ Unit with Lenny 
Gale, George Gillette, Dorthy Zane;} 
Michael Dore, Minda Lang, Frances 
Lacey, Curley Williams, Three) 
Rhythmeers, Three Graces; Jean) 
Porter, Al Lyons House Orch (9); 
‘Roar of the Press’ 
Met in Argentina’ (RKO). 





The major amateurs still pack 
them in here. 
show at this house and business on a 
| Wednesday afternoon (9) was at 


of old family-time vaudeville. 
large variety of talent is jammed 


minute on stage being turned to good 
use. Commendable also is_ the 
method whereby each act is neatly 





Little holding forth as the stage band 
and seeing personaliy that most of 
the responsibility is fulfilled. 

As m.c. Little plays it in vein of 
slight satire and tomfoolery to suit 
the Tower crowd, and it ate it up. 


In the 45 minutes there are only a| with somewhat stilted gestures and | 


bundled off stage after one or two 
|mumbers regardless of applause 
| volume. 

Lenny Gale m.c.s adequately but 
| stands in need of more polish. For 


‘ | thing. 
(Mono), They | brisk dancing turn, sticking to the 
| conventional collective followed by 


} 


It’s the 21st Bowes | 


capacity. 
Show has all the elemental appeal | 


| here—at 
into approximately 50 minutes, every | 





| this current chore he fills the bill 


couple of sags caused by the injec-! mugging which are scarcely noticed | 


tion of rube routines by the Wag- 
ner Twins, amateur entries, and a 
very corny ‘You Are My Sunshine’ 
by the Little brass section turned 
vocalists. 

Medley of old faves including 
‘Dinah,’ ‘Stardust,’ ‘Lady Be Good’ 


and ‘Limehouse Blues’ is the opener, | 


but it doesn’t take long for crew to 
get into ‘Hut Sut Song.’ Novelty 


|by the customers. Also going on solo 
as a personality imitator, Gale would 
do well to limit himself to two or 


} 
| 


| 


STANLEY, PITT 





Pittsburgh, July 11. 
Sammy Kaye Orch (15), 3 Smart 
Girls, Billy DeWoife, Tommy Ryan, 
Wright, Marty McKenna, 


Foster; ‘Reaching for the Sun’ (Par). 


Whatever it is that makes Sammy 





Tower stage he gives more entertain-| (Kaye) run, a lot of people appar- 


ently like it. WB  deluxer 





received a shot of grade A embalm- 
ing fluid many eons ago. 

George Prentice’s turn is billed ‘A 
Peep in Past,” and that’s too 
much. It’s a Punch and Judy show 
with Punch still lambasting the day- 
lights out of Judy and a menagerie of 
animated animals. Probably was 23 


| Skidoo in its day, but it’s dated now. 


Prentice should either dream up 
some fresh angles, or stick to a mop- 
pet circuit. 


The perennial brother and sister 


was | team is represented at this sitting by 


packed this afternoon (Friday) fOr) Buster and Billie Burnell, who aside 
first show despite the blistering heat,| from the fact that they are a pair 


and at the break they were standing 
two and three deep in the lobby. 
Anyway, one of the things that 
makes him run is obviously plenty of 
schmaltz, or restrained oomph in his 
music. In other words, the stuff is 
here but it’s smouldering, like Annie 
Sheridan playing hard to get. 


Kaye’s rhythms go along even, 
quiet and melodiously, but some of 





of freshlooking tapsters, have iittle 
to offer. Buster can’t seem to make 
up his mind whether to dance on his 
head or his feet, or perhaps he’s just 
getting over the bends. Most of his 
tapping is done with his mitts almost 
touching the board. His sister just 
watches, occasionally joining in to 


‘keep from getting stiff. 


Barr and Estes are another doublet 


these days one of his guys is going to! of hoofers, but eccentric. Same as in 


play a note that isn’t muted and 


the case of Buster and Billie, the 


there’l! be mutiny to pay. His vocal-| distaff of this duo is just for decora- 


ists—and there must be dozens of 


tive purposes. Barr occasionally 


them since somebody's always sing-| doeguncork some nifty taps, but the 
ing—warble with off-beat catches in| effort must wear him out, because 
their voices, which is recognized IM | the rest of the time he’s strictly a 
some quarters as the low blood-pres- | fugitive from insomnia. 


sure school, and his arrangements al 


'have that curiously attractive quality 


of suspended animation. It’s a style 
that goes with full moons, mint 
juleps and pretty girls. Say this for 
Kaye anyway, he dots his i's and 
crosses his t’s, musically speaking, 
and never pollutes his music with 


‘anything but the barest of whis- 


pers. 


Sometimes it grows a bit monot- 
onous, particularly after a steady 
parade of vocalists, all of whom key 
their pipes to the Carmen Lombardo 
quaver, but generally Kaye has 
mastered a schmaltzy medium that 
pays off, and ,double in spades. 
Crowd at getaway show couldn't get 
enough of his music; of Maury Cross, 
who accompanies his gibberish with 
something that resembles the St. 
Vitus dance; of Marty McKenna, 
with a pretty legitimate delivery; 
Alan Foster, with an appealing bari- 
tone that needs only a little cultivat- 
ing, and, of course, Tommy Ryan, the 
lyrical Beau Brummel of the Kaye 
outfit. They all registered like a ton 
of bricks against a beaver board 
wall and could have stayed on for- 
ever this afternoon. 


| 





The surprise of this gasp is Charley 
Shay’s house band. One-horse Shay, 
they used to call him. After a 
couple of tough seasons, it’s begin- 
ning to click as a solid driving unit. 
Shay has added some now tooters, 
and the combo registers soundly both 
in its curtainraiser and accompany- 
ing the acts. Leslie. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, July 12. 
Paul Whiteman Orch (17) with 
Dolly Mitchell and Frank Howard, 
Jack Gilford, Flo and Bob Robinson; 
‘She Knew All the Answers’ (Col). 





Apparently falling in line with the 
musical trend of the times, Paul 
Whiteman has turned his former pop 
symphonic aggregation into a swing 
band with heavy emphasis on the 
brasses. A section of three violins, 
banjo, piano and bass viol tempers the 
transition a trifle, but what amounts 


From a band standpoint, Kaye's; almost to a Whiteman metamor- 


outstanding clicks -are his gypsy 
medley, the inevitable ‘Daddy’ and 


| 


phosis undoubtedly will come as a 
shock to many of his fans who will 


brace of tunes with which he’s come} watch him take his boys into the 
to be closely identified, ‘Hawaiian | groove and down the hit parade. 


Sunset’ and ‘Until Tomorrow.’ 
a finish, he’s still using 


For 


However, he’s making the younger 


the ‘So You!element plenty happy and it isn’t 


Want to Lead a Band?’ stunt, picking | just another swing band, because 
two boys and two femmes from the| Whiteman still has an organization 
audience for a session at the baton,} of superior musicians, arrangements 


and it continues to be an entertain- 
ing idea that packs a lot of fun and 
a flock of unexpected laughs. On the 
personal side, Kaye himself is im- 
proving by the season in showman- 
ship and delivery, which was natur- 
ally inevitable considering the phe- 
nomenal success he’s been having 
the last few seasons. 

There are two outside acts on the 
bill, Three Smart Girls, a hoofing 
trio, and Billy DeWolfe, the satirist. 
Latter is a clever young man who 
has an articulate, intellectual ap- 
proach to things and people who 
lend themselves to caricature and he 
squeezes his subjects dry for maxi- 
mum effects without overdoing any- 
Three Smart Girls have a 


the challenge in their own spot, and 
coming back later for an effective in- 
terlude during Kaye’s gypsy medley. 
One of gals is a local, Jean Schafer, 
who used to teach dancing here. 
Biz was good all day, indicating 
that Kaye, who really got his start 
e scale—at Bill Green’s 
Casino just a few years ago is in for 
a hot week at the wickers. Cohen. 


OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


Miami, July 12. 
Gloria Blake, Stone and Lee, Barr 
and Estes, George Prentice, Billie 
and Buster Burnell, Charley Shay 


| 





} 
| 





are siandouts and much of the typi- 
cal musical stuff that always has 
been associated with his name finds 
its way into the proceedings and 
gives the more torrid swing plenty 
of run for the money. 

The 16 musicians comprising the 
present band constitute a normal- 
sized swing outfit, but one misses the 
size-impressiveness of the 30-piece 
orchestra which Whiteman brought 
here last season, The boys are strik- 
ingly garbed in red jackets, and the 
lighting and staging are tip-top. Most 
of the musicians play several instru- 
ments and all have a chance to take 
the spotlight, for Whiteman goes in 
for much individual solo work and 
group interludes. The maestro him- 
self conducts faultlessly, announces 
the numbers and acts and plays the 
violin briefly during one number. 
Among the band members most 
heavily featured are Murray Mc- 
Echern, who is announced as ‘a one- 
man band’ and performs on numer- 
ous instruments for a_ specialty; 
Buddy Weed, a master of the ivories; 
Willie Rodriguez, hot drummer, and 
Mike Pingatore, vet banojist. 


In addition to the band with its 
girl and boy singers, the current 
show holds only two outside acts. 
Four band numbers follow in suc- 
cession at the cutset. They include 
such old Whiteman favorites as 
‘Rhapsody in Blue,’ of course, and 
‘Three Blind Mice’ in swing. There’s 
a swing arrangement of ‘Old Black 
Joe’ which evoked an enthusiastic 


House Orch; ‘Puddin’ Head’ (Rep). | response, along with the lively ‘Let’s 


This is the first time since the 


three more studious takeoffs instead | boom that the Olympia has extended 


|of trying six impersonations with but 
indifferent success. 

| Curley Williams, colored hoofer, 
came through with a socko routine 
|on roller skats which can stand up 


;}in more important spots. 


presentation with satirical gestures! Lang scored heavily with her novelty . 
and some ribbing by the leader sock whistling act, dishing it without mov-| to entice any names here in the sum- 


this over. 
Kirk Wood in a specialty on ‘Sum- 
mertime,’ with band tossing in some 
glee club backgrounding. 
boy and girl follow, and Little re- 
turns to vocal specialties with Kath- 
leen Quinn in a nifty arrangement of 
‘Yours’ and encoring with ‘Do I 
Worry.’ Lass is blonde looker and 
singing more than qualifies. She’s 
back later to lead a novelty arrange- 
ment of ‘Daddy.’ 

Both crew and audience get some 
fun out of little’s imitations of con- 
temporary bandleaders slightly cari- 
catured, including Sammy Kaye, 


Lombardo, Wayne King, Shep Fields,! ba 


Lopez and Goodman. Charlene as 
second amateur entry display some 
skill at acrobatic and contortionistic 


case songster, went big with a couple 
'Of Irish ditties while the Three 


acrobatic dancing and tumbling. One 
of the Grace femmes, a double- 
| jointer, has a standout in a slow cart- 
| wheel holding one foot. 
Michael Dore’s trick violin recital, 


teeth, jelled for heavy returns. 
George Gillette, in the deuce spot, 
whammed across novelty comedy 
and instrumental numbers, getting! 


lloon music. 
tappers, open, while Jean Porter, 
red~headed songstress introduced as| 





routines. Regular house m.c., Lester 


winner of a local radio contest, war-| 
bles two tunes. Mori, 


| 


| 


Mood is changed with ing her lips. Frances Lacey, lower-| mer. 


| 
| 








| the summer. 
ment to determine whether or not! p 
vaude has any b.o. value during the| « 
| Slack months. Okay biz would indi-| 
Minda| cate that it has, but manager Al| 


its seasonal stage show policy into 
It’s been an experi- 


Weiss is beginning to find it tough 


It seems majority of ace turns 
are not yet hep to fact that this 
locality is beginning to take on a 


Wagner) Graces sold themselves solidly with| year-round entertainment aspect. 


Current bill is a pretty mediocre 
affair, utterly devoid of names, and 
much in the same slot so far as talent 
is concerned. Gloria Blake, a colora- 
tura soprano, has a limber larynx, 


playing the instrument upside down, but appears stiff and lacking in socko 
and manipulating the bow with his| appeal. 


) Only time she exhibits the 
slightest animation is when she 
whams over ‘Ciri Biri Bin.’ Her 
choice of songs leans towards the 
Operatic, and these are hardly cal- 


good results with bicycle pump and culated to stir the locals into any 
Three Rhythmeers, | wild pitch of enthusiasm. 


Not only does Ai Stone emcee, but 
he also is in a brief exchange with 
his femme partner. Gags are strictly 
for the honkytonks and should have 


| 
' 


| 





Go Home,’ too. The last named at- 
tains sufficient heat to satisfy the 
more radical jive hounds. 


Dolly Mitchell, the band’s girl 
singer, is young and a looker and she 
sells ‘Daddy,’ ‘Mean to Me,’ ‘There’ll 
e Some Changes Made’ and the 
Hut Sut Song’ with effective torch 
touches. First of the two acts, Jack 
Gifford, is a comic who doesn’t aim 
at belly laughs, but who tickles 
plenty of risibilities with his gags, 
patter and depictions of various ath- 
letics as seen through the slow- 
motion camera. 

After McEchern’s 
contribution, the Robinson twins, 
redheaded, personable youngsters, 
stop the show with their lively tap 
routines, most of them difficult and 
out-of-the-ordinary. For a fast fin- 
ish they essay a bit of jitterbugery. 

Frank Howard, singer, is a good- 
looking baritone who had the cus- 
tomers eating out of his hands and 
had difficulty in getting away. He 
does seven ballads, and still the cus- 
tomers clamored for more. A med- 
ley of numbers that have been as- 
sociated with Whiteman bands is a 
strong closer. 

Lower floor nearly filled for the 


instrumental 


HAMID’S PIER, A. C. 


(HIPPODROME) 





Atlantic City, July 13. 
Harry Richman, Molly Picon, 
Three Novick Sisters, Al Mardo and 
Kaye, Arthur and Morton Havel, 
Eddy, Jack and Betty, Goldie’s House 
Orch (9); ‘County Fair’ (Rep). 





Harry Richman and Molly Picon 
turned on the personality spigot at 
George Hamid’s Pier theatre and the 
seashore crowd called each of them 
out for an encore and two bows, 
Other four acts uniformly well re- 
ceived by full house at Sunday after- 
noon’s (13) performs ‘e. 


Richman, ever a ,vod showman, 
appeared in afternoon attire, cane 
and stiff strawhat. Got big hand 
even before he sang a note, then did 
‘My Sister and I,’ lapsing into dra- 
matic recitation after singing few 
stanzas. Rest of act is standard Rich- 
man material, which pleased the 
crowd. For an encore he gave ‘That 
Old Gang of Mine,’ weaving in 
imitations of Al Jolson, Eddie Can- 
tor, Fannie Brice, Sophie Tucker 
(‘She mothered our gang, that stage 
madonna, and she'll always be our 
Red Hot Mama’) and himself. Rich- 
man booked for Saturday and Sun- 
day shows only. 


Miss Picon, booked for entire 
week, pleasingly surprised the cash 
customers by devoting her whole act 
to song and dance, entirely eschew- 
ing any dramatics. Dressed in white, 
sunflowered net over black under- 
skirt, chartreuse waistband and white 
flowered tiara, she sings some songs 
from her early stage career and then 
for contrast lets go with some of the 
latest hotcha numbers, punctuating 
them with high-kicking. Much ap- 
plause greeted this in addition to 
considerable laughter from her next 
performance: a song with gestures 
depicting ‘a day in the life of a 
woiking girl,’ including goodnight 
prayer and girdle removal. She 
wound up with her song about 
‘hands,’ and the audience clapped for 
more without success. 

Three Novick Sisters, blondes in 
blue, velvet dance costumes, are 
okay in hand-balancing and rapid- 
fire acrobatics. 

Al Mardo comes out with bulldog 
that generally disobeys. Canine later 
walks off in complete disobedience, 
which drew laughs. Then Irene 
Kaye harmonica artiste, pleased the 
crowd. She was later joined by 
Mardo, who accompanied her with a 
four-note harmonica. 

Eddy, Jack and Betty got little 
response with their straight roller- 
skating, but brought big guffaws 
when they summoned two stooges up 
for a whirl. 

Arthur and Morton Havel, vaude 
vets, give an amusing lesson in box- 
ing and wind up with a singing bee 
that went over very well. Morton 
emcees; 

Gray Gordon's orch, Eddy Morg- 
an’s band, Sylvia and Her Debs, 
animal and circus acts and fun 
houses are gther attractions on pier. 

Carter. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, July 11. 
Gene Krupa Orch (15) with Anita 
O’Day, Howard Dulaney, Roy 
Eldridge, Cass Daley and Bobby 
rise ‘She Knew All the Answers’ 
(Col). 





It’s a tossup whether top honors 
this week should go to Gene Krupa’s 
superb skin-thumping or Cass 
Daley’s whacky warbling. An ap- 
plause meter would find it hard to 
choose between the volume of duke 
pounding which greeted the efforts 
of this pair opening night (Friday). 

Miss Daley is a hometown product, 
born and raised in the mill district 
of Kensington, and she has been a 
local fave for years. Her last ap- 
pearance here was in the ill-fated 
revival of ‘Yokel Boy’ last winter, 
with the late Joe Penner. At her 
current stint, Miss Daley gives out 
with all the stage business that’s put 
her among the tops in her particular 
field. Grotesque posturing and facial 
contortions certainly don’t add to her 
beauty, but sure bring the belly- 
laughs. 

Comedienne leaves them begging 
for more, limiting her vocal stint to 
just three numbers, ‘Yeah Man,’ a 
comedy parody on the current hit 
tunes and ‘The Lament of a Laun- 
dry Girl.’ Latter is particularly 
sockeroo, 

Bobby May’s juggling act scores 
mightily, his flair for comedy en- 
hancing the turn. 

Krupa pilots the show handily, 
coming off his perch behind the 
hardware department to intro each 
act and number. Band tees off with 
inevitable ‘Drummer Man,’ _ the 
maestro thumping it out to the de- 
light of the alligators. Outfit fea- 
tures the expert trumpeting of sepia 
Rey Eldridge, his version of ‘Body 
and Soul’ bringing salvos from the 
jukebox followers. ; 

Anita O’Day vocals satisfactorily, 
her best tune being ‘Let Me Off Up- 
town.’ Howard Dulaney is fair in 
the baritone section. 

With a film that’s way above the 
Earle’s regular ‘B’ diet, the house 





first show Friday (11). Rees. 


was almost filled to capacity at Fri- 
day’s (11) supper show. Shal. 
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“GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, July 9. 
Six Hits and a Miss, The Noncha- 
lants (3), Ross and Pierre, Max and 
His Gang, Small and Lane, Ricardo 
and Norma, Peggy O’Neill Line (12), 
Charles Kaley House Orch (13); 
‘Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO). 








House is back to straight vaude 
after two weeks of revues. At this 
stanza curtains part with line al- 
ready on, working before house band 
on individual sets of steps, which are 
removed as line departs. 


Initial act starts mildly as a soft- 
shoe single, but suddenly multiplies 
into Max and his Pals when four 
fox terriers trot from wings and 
mimic their master’s flips. Dogs are 
excellently trained, one doing stand- 
ing backflips over the other three 
spaced across the stage. Max works 
in and out of specialties, some of 
which the dogs follow or perform 
simultaneously. With a heavy kid 
crowd drawn by ‘Reluctant Dragon’ 
on screen, this was a solid click at 
the opener. 

Small and Lane, dress tap team, 
deuce with three items, middle one 
including rhythm atop silk toppers 
to tune of ‘When My Baby Smiles at 
Me.’ Ross and Pierre slotted next, 
male half on first with his larynx 
doubling of Clyde McCoy and Henry 
Pusse theme songs for sock returns. 
Then goes into routine including 
copies of Popeye, Barnacle Bill, 
.-w’s harp and banjo, plenty nifty. 
yeomme half then walks on to do 
‘obody’s Baby’ amid clowning, 
lmvench accent adding a_ piquant 
touch to the gal’s warbling. For a 
closer, pair does a torrid ‘St. Louis 
Blues,’ Ross giving his metallic vocal 
chords a real workout; then merge 
into ‘Song of the Islands’ for a softer 
ferce. 

“ix Hits and a Miss break midway, 
tro.ting on to open with ‘Honolulu,’ 
swinging into ‘Old Rocking Chair’ 
featuring the Miss and then okay ar- 
rangement of ‘Hut Sut.’ Trio scrams 
to wings, but enthusiasm of the juve 
roob brings ’em back quick for ‘Maria 
Tena.’ Scram-and-return routine 
( inues through ‘Carioca’ and 
>» -uld have continued indefinitely if 
tre crowd had its way. 

Text-to-closer soon grabs full at- 
te: ion, however, an acro trio with 
2 new approach. Tabbed The Non- 
cyalants, droopy member comes on 
ticst in a quavery-voiced routine that 
s.arts like a gag single until other 
two rush on and throw him across 
the stage. Boys are genuine acros 
but gag the whole act, tripping and 
spilling each other and fighting even 
v hile building to a three-high. This 

a real comedy act with enough un- 
Covlying meat to keep the payees on 

t-edge and will probably grab the 

rd-of-mouth for the stage half 
1s week. Closing are Ricardo and 
> rma, dance act, with line working 
iio background. Pair makes a nice 
flash, Wern, 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





U. S. occupation of Iceland leads 
off a much better than usual summer 
newsreel program. This and the es- 
to>lishment, via official opening, of 
: 1 U. S. naval base in Bermuda, plus 
the U. S. Independence Day celebra- 
t-n, provide the new bill with 
rienty of lift. Paramount shows 
t-.opships leaving American harbors, 
with no actual new clips, in treating 
the American takeover in Iceland, 
deft narration helping an ordinarily 
routine pictorial story. Universal 
covers the Bermuda incident in 
bright fashion. 

Par grasps the significance of July 
4 this year and what it means to the 
history of the nation. Editing and 
Scripting are workmanlike, with 
camera cut-ins on different groups 
listening to President Roosevelt's 
t-!k at Hyde Park. Newsreel con- 
ciiides the Independence Day story 
with a femme singing the ‘Star Span- 
gicd Banner,’ with the lyrics super- 
imposed on background shots of Ft. 
McHenry, birthplace of the national 
ar ‘hem. 

Iditional nation defense stories 
@ * considerably better than recent 
ors, 

Swearing in of Harlan Stone as 
U. S. Supreme Court chief justice at 
Estes Park, Col.; Billy Conn and his 
bride, and Lewis Lawes retiring as 
warden of Sing Sing are topflight 
Par contributions, scripting and nar- 
rative lifting them far above the or- 
dinary. Universal garners a chuckle 
with its juvenile style show in N. Y., 
while the same newsreel shows the 
American Legion fireworks display 
in Los Angeles, quaintly ringing in a 
plug for Olsen-Johnson and ‘Hellz- 
apoppin,’ which Universal is filming. 
Same reel trimly covers a model 
plane show, feature being a minia- 
ture model doing loops while han- 
dled by remote control. 

Helen Claire’s commentary makes 
something of the International_Con- 
vention of Twins at Riverview, Chi- 
cago, for Movietone. Same company 
offers solemn handling of Paderew- 
ski’s funeral and burial at Arlington 
Cemetery. Ed Thorgersen does a 
fine job covering the All-Star base- 
ball game at Detroit, won by the 
American Leaguers. He also fur- 
nishes whimsical treatment of a Chi- 
cago horse race. Both Movietone. 

Arrival of reinforcements at Sin- 
Zapore (Pathe) and views of an air 











attack on an aicrcraft carrier in the 


Mediterranean (U) provide the new 
war material outside of Movictone’s 
story of a mass air raid on Chung- 
king, China. Tex McCrary punches 
out his description of ‘The Punc- 
tured” Yellow Peril’ in his familiar 
manner. Funniest clip is Movietone’s 
about a trained monk in a Buffalo 
z0o. 

‘Arctic Springtime,’ an above-par 
Father Hubbard Adventure short for 
20th-Fox, tops off the layout. 

Wear. 


STEEL PIER, A. C. 


(MUSIC HALL) 








Atlantic City, July 13. 

Simone Simon, Six Honeys, Ruthie | 
Barnes, Bill Bailey, Gae Foster Bal-| 
let (16), Ben Yost Singers (8), Dick} 
Dana, Pinkle Lee, Bobby Morrvis,! 
Ryan and Benson, Walter Morton, | 
Music Hall Orch (7); ‘The Four! 
Mothers’ (WB). 





This week’s show did not provide | 
that letdown which often follows a 
smash holiday weekend such as the 
Fourth. Capacity audience greeted 
vaude bill when caught at opening 
show Sunday (13), which features 
Simone Simon and plenty of excel- 
lent dancing for the tapster addicts. 

Miss Simon, a cute looker in smart 
gown of pale blue tulle. received big 
hand on appearance. She first sings 
‘Chee Chee’ and audience liked her, 
if not the song. Her warbling of 
‘My Sister and I,’ done in a pleasing 
voice, went over well and her final 
number, ‘I Got to Get Hot,’ accom- 
panied by hipswinging motion and 
coquetish orbrolling was a hit, too. 
She plugs her forthcoming picture 
and ends with ‘I hope you will like 
me.’ Audience would have liked an- 
other song, but Miss Simon took her 
bows cutely. 


From opening number of Gae Fos- 
ter girls in ‘Their Night in Rio’ re- 
vue, there’s plenty of dancing. Gals 
look good in their white satin pa- 
jamas and long white gloves and 
pink roses, but their routine needed 
more rehearsing at opening. 


Ruthie Barnes, shapely blonde, 
taps out some fast rhythm with ease. 
Makes nice appearance in chalk 
white suit and bolero jacket over 
gold sequin waist. Follows with 
number in machine-gun tempo, 
which went over big. 


Bill Bailey, colored stepper, drew 
much applause with his Bill Robin- 
son style of hoofing and chatting. 
His imitation of Robinson’s ‘tripping 





down Main Street’ and his war and 
draft gags earned him two bows. | 

The Six Honeys, three girls in 
white evening gowns and three men 
in tails and white ties, put over a 
neat tap-acro act. They begin rou- 
tine with tap number, but do better 
in acrobatics. 

Ben Yost Singers, who make ex- 
cellent appearance in purple suits, 
sing ‘By the Sea,’ always good for a 
hand in this resort. Their imitation 
of jukebox recordings was a laugh- 
getter. With tavern backdrop, they 
give impersonations of Inkspots, 
Andrew Sisters and other pop enter- 
tainers. 

Dick Dana emcees okay. 

Closing act with Gae Foster girls 
in checked play suits carrying hoops 
and accompanied by Yost singers is 
Slick number. With lights out, pat- 
terns of strobolite hoops proves ef- 
fective. 

Benny Goodman’s orch in Marine 
Ballroom, Children’s theatre, circus, 
water sports, Al2x Bartha’s band, 
three films, marionette show, and 
Hawaiian musicians also included in 
attractions. Carter. 





EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, July 13. 
Isabel. Jewell, Wesson Brothers 
(2), Martins (4), Raymond Massey, | 
Gae Foster House Line (16), Joe 
Lombardi House Orch, ‘Out of Fog’ 
(WB). 





Youth will find a way, it seems, 
for all the lack of training grounds | 
for new talent since vaudeville’s de- 
cline. Everyone in the new revue| 
here it topnotch, and not one, while |} 
all show the polish that comes with 
experience, can be truly called a 
veteran. 

Isabel Jewell, of films, is top-billed, 
and turns out to be one Hollywood 
personality who merits it when she 
makes her mid-show appearance. 
After brief introduction, in which 
she reports she is glad she doesn’t | 
have to sing in competition with the 
Martins or dance in competition with 
Roxyettes, actress goes into monolog, 
which, she says, she herself wrote. 
Portrait of a hash house waitress in 
love with a truck driver is well done 
and makes a solid impression on the 
customers. Wisely, Miss Jewell 
leaves it at that and doesn’t im- 
pose on the welcome. 

Evidence that the Wesson Broth- 
ers, here only a few weeks ago, won 
some following then, was indicated 
by applause that greeted their en- 
trance on the return engagement. 
Their impressions are _ different 
enough to remove the my-Gawd- 
another-impersonator onus, being 
cleverly written and handled in 
novel fashion, with one doing the 
mimicry, the other the voice. Start- 
ing with Edward G. Robinson, they 
go through such personalities as 
Fannie Brice and Edgar Bergen and 
Charlie McCarthy, winding up with! 





‘High Temp. Melts 


| shuttered his Freddie’s Cafe for next 





Unit Review 











ON DRESS PARADE 


(STATE-LAKE, CHI) 


——— 


Chicago, July 12. 


— 


Night Club Reviews 





MARDEN’S RIVIERA 


(FORT LEE, N. J.) 








Nan Rae and Maude Davis, Hudson 
Wonders (2), Britt Wood, The Walk- 
mirs, Theresa Rudolph, Chicago 
Drum Major Champs, Ballet (12); 
‘Hit the Road’ (U). 





Primarily a talent show, this unit 
gives little thought to production, but 
comes up with some socko entertain- 


ment. With the militaristic theme 
to serve as b.0., it looks to do okay 
at the gate and should send the cus- |; 
tomers away feeling that while they 
have seen some good individual acts, 
show as a unit fails to go anywhere 
with the original ‘soldier’ idea. 

There’s an opening drill routine by 
the line which is okay and shows the 
girls to be fair lookers and hoofers, 
but from that time on it is straight 
vaudeville right up until the finale. 
The Hudson Wonders, two stately 
gals who know how to sell acrobatic 
dancing, are on for their nicely-paced 
and well-performed tricks, oytstand- 
ing of which are the ‘pony prances’ 
which they do together for a closer. 
The audience liked them. 


Britt Wood is back again with his 
familiar talk and harmonica playing, 
and while most of the house know 
his gags as well as he does himself, 
they never seem to tire of him. A 
hillbilly tune, ‘The Wagon Went 
Rolling Alcng,’ is good material for 
Wood’s style, and he got it off to 
good results. 


Line is on again for a jazz number 
which serves as an introduction to 
the toe-terping of Theresa Rudolph. 
Not an outstanding dancer, she is 
nevertheless pleasant and does not 
slow up the show. 


An unusual, hard-working trio, The 
Walkmirs, present a_ well-rounded 
turn which features the acrobatic 
bar work of a young lady on appa- 
ratus atop a pole supported on the 
shoulder of her male partner. Stunts 
require plenty of strength and con- 
trol and were well received. For a 
closer, two femmes climb to the ap- 
paratus and swing about, while the 
pole rests on man’s forehead. Had 
to beg off. 

Nan Rae and Maude Davis, with 
their characterization of the ‘Inquir- 
ing Reporter,’ as usual turn in a 
creditable and laugh-getting turn. 
This family house is made to order 
for them, and their buildup on the 
Kate Smith program gives them a 
good introduction. Act is inclined to 
be a little blue at times, but still 
socko. 

For a finale, linegals appear in 
sailor outfits and do a mediocre gob 
routine against a backdrop of a bat- 
tleship. Then six youngsters appear 
swinging batons, and are announced 
as winners of the Chi High Schools 
Drum Major contests. Each does 
short solo twirling bits, then the cur- | 
tains part to reveal Miss Rudolph | 
posed as the Statue of Liberty. 

Biz good last show Friday (il). 

. Gold. 





Two Cleve. Niteries 


Cleveland, July 15. | 
prostrated by the 
here. Jack Pierson, 


Two niteries 
summer heat 


after vainly trying to make swank | * 


Gourmet Club go without floor tal- 


ent, locked his doors until Sept. 15. | 
at| which conveys the idea of a native 


Eddie Robinson’s orch, heard 


| George 
| Ruth 





Pancho and orchestra (12), Chester 
Hale Girls (24), The Whitsons 
Helen Kane, Gower and Jeanne, 
Everett Marshall, Fausto Curbello 


, orchestra (8); $3.50 dinner minimum; 


$4 supper. 





Technically, this show is a cheater, 
but since Ben Marden is doing rec- 
ord-breaking business this season, 
what matters? Maybe the general 
idea is to keep it trim and fast, what 
with the other attractions at this 
lavish roadhouse; and so long as he 
gives them a semblance of flash and 
color, that seemingly pleases the 
customers. Tne Riviera is easily the 
No. 1 roadhouse in the metropolitan 
New York sector, and its natural 
appeal, en the Palisades cliffs, for- 
fends too much captiousness with 
the quality of the floor show—espe- 
cially if the - cather is good. And 
it’s been plenty hot hereabouts, 
which is great for any inn. 

Considering th . last year Marden 
had such a triple-threat as Tucker- 
Richman-Lewis, and this season gets 
away—and to - uch better net profit 
—with a monthly change of bill, the 
b.o. tells its own story best. 


Everett Marshall is the current 
topliner. He sings robustly and 
manfully, but an unruly shock of 
hair doing a male Veronica Lake 
in his eyes doesn’t quite match 
up with the dignity of his baritone 
tront. 

Gower and Jeanne. class dancing 
couple, are quick returners from the 
first show (this is the third change 
of bill) and the young stepping pair 
register neatly. 


Helen Kane is in the nature of a 
bit of semi-nostalgia. The show 
bunch will recall how she boob-a- 
dooped her way to fancy takings in 
the Paul Ash presentation era. Still 
looking ‘cute’ and sounding that way, 
old man tempus fugit has wrought 
a new audience stance on what she 
has to offer. Firstly, Max Fleischer’s 
Betty Boop cartoons (didn’t Miss 
Kane sue him over that?) have dis- 
counted that appeal. Then there has 
been the Bonnie Baker cycle, so that 
basically she offers a mild vocal rou- 
tine, best feature of which is Miss 
Kane’s medley of her yesteryear 
hits. 


The Whitsons (4) are a good risley 
combo, two of them alumni of the 
Maxellos. And that’s all brother. 


In between the 24 Chester Hale 
beauts parade and do ensemble rou- 
tines, three all told. Finale is a 
reprise of a previous staging, a con- 
garhumba flash. 


Curbello orchestras are okay for 
sound and hoof. Latter replaced 
Carmen Cavallaro. Abel. 


'Harry’s New Yorker, Chi 


Chicago, July 10. 
Vivian Marshall, 
Moore, The McKays (2), 
Craven, Muriel Kretlow 
Dancers (6), Arne Barnet Orch (6), 
Rhumba Orch (4); $1.50-$2 min. 





Ray English, 


| ee 
| One of the best shows to play this 


spot in some time, this production 
rates as real cafe entertainment. 
There is plenty of everything needed 
for a well-rounded bill, and the 


;patrons should go away talking 
|} about it. 
Line opens with sarong number 


Gourmet for nearly two years, was! sacrifice to the Gods and offers the 


spared a layoff by Palmer Suttaby, | gals a chance to look sexy in their 


who immediately booked band to 


den. 
Freddie Meyers last week also 


two months because of lack of con- |} 
vention trade. Impresario had orig- | 
inally planned to reopen the sub- 
urban Ohio Villa this month but deal 
with its original owners fell through. 





2 how! finish in a comic take off of 
President and Mrs. Roosevelt. | 
The Martins, whose reputation has } 


| been made in radio, turn out to be 


scanty wardrobe. 


open Cleveland Club’s new roof gar- | tractive and cleancut appearing. 


Ray English, who takes almost un- 
believable falls, is on for a highly 


entertaining session, doing some 
| pretty fair hoofing He is at his 
best, however, in the straigh’ acro- 


batic stunts that invariably wind up 
in a terrific fall. Act is different 
and good entertainment 


Vivian Marshall, a cute youngster | 


who does special-material songs, gets 
herself across nicely with only fair 
material. However, in her closing 
number, ‘Parade of Stars,’ wherein 


|she does impressions of Nora Bayes, 


Sophie Tucker, etc., she’s impressive 
and shows promise of developing 


attractive personally as well as v0- |} jnto a first-rate performer. 


cally. Fresh, youthful appearance of | 


George Moore is m.c_ throughout, 


the two girls and two boys lends a | and displays a fair singing voice and 


special flavor to their expert har- 


rangements. Roxyettes are busy 
twice, and busy is the word. Opener 
is a rhythm tap number involving 
considerable of the intricate but 
smooth precision that has helped win 
the girls large following locally, and 
they wind up for a solid climax with 
one of those bell routines, dancing 
out the melody of ‘Amapola.’ The 
Raymond Massey of the revue is not 
the stage and screen actor, but a lo- 
cal Government worker, discovered 
last ‘week in theatre’s ‘Sing-a-Song- 
with-Mike’ audience participation 


|some really fine ballet-tap dancing 
monizing of some novel pop tune ar- | to sell himself solidly. 


This is a re- 
turn engagement for Moore and it is 
obvious that he enjoys a nice fol- 
lowing. Boy is personable and has 
enough class to appear a good bet 
for musical comedy. 

An out-and-out hokum ballroom 
team, the McKays get plenty of 
laughs with routines that are away 
from the usual] run of comedy 
dancing. Man is a natural mugger 
and girl a good foil. Had to beg off 
at show caught. 

Ruth Craven, singer with fine de- 
livery and excellent choice of ma- 





feature, brought back now for guest 
appearance in pit orchestra’s over- 
ture. 
Biz good Sunday night (13). 
Mac. 


terial, sells herself well. Numbers 
| are in romedy vein such as ‘Jenny’ 
j}and ‘Want My Mama,’ but she also 
|turns in a creditable job on a torch 
‘ballad, ‘How Did He Look?’, Pipes 


(4),| 


Otherwise the Pancho and Fausto | 


Girls are tall, at- | 


and appearance stand out and dee 
livery couldn’t be improved. 

For a closer, The Kretlow Dancerg 
are back with a ‘Gay Nineties’ num- 
}ber called ‘Six Daughters of the 
| Florodora Sextet.’ A lyrical chorus 
by the girls is unimportant, but sets 
| the idea. The wardrobe and routine 


|are good. Arne Barnet’s orch plays 
| the show to the hilt, and there is a 
rhumba group for the lulls. 

Biz terrific at show caught Thurs- 
; day (10). Loop. 


‘BAL TABARIN, FRISCO 


San Francisco, July 9. 
Romo Vincent, Harris & Shore, Al- 
phonse Berg, Helene Hughes Line 
(10), Bob Saunders Orch (11). 


Smart, light-budget summer show 
| moved into the Bal last night (8), 
| consisting of Romo Vincent, Harris 
and Shore and Alphonse Berg as the 
toppers. 

Helene Hughes line opens with an 
okay shadow-boxing routine, paving 
way for Vincent, a hemisphere-built 
guy who walks on singing ‘Old Man 
River.’ He m.c.s until his own turn 
comes. Introduces first the draper, 
Berg, who gowns two linegirls in- 
dividually, then works on three 
simultaneously for a red-white-blue 
effect. Ladies go for this one, al- 
, though it makes a bit of a girl-flash 
pending application of femme haber- 
dashery. 

Harris and Shore, billed here as 
trom George White’s ‘Scandals,’ are 
next. They’re plenty slick comedy 
dancers. Femme, pert and pint-sized, 
coilects most of the attention during 
three turns, running the gamut of 
clowning variations of adagio and 
ballroom terp. Gal knows how to 
sell and pair won a warm welcome. 

Vincent was a little slow warm- 
ing up opening night, but once he 
got into it, he had a hard time get- 
ting off. Guy has a terrific persone 
ality when he’s in the groove, roam- 
ing from comedy stuff like ‘I’m too 
big for the army and navy’ to a 
N. Y. cabbie impression. A change 
of headgear is all the scene shifting 
he needs. His Capt. Bligh is seem- 
ingly more like Laughton than 
Laughton himself, and still registers 
even at this late date. Vincent was 
here before some years back, and 
judging from reception accorded 
here, can return as often as he likes. 
Althourh used largely for clowning, 
moments when he lets it out indi- 
cates he has a voice of near-operatic 
quality. Line closes with okay tap 
routine. 

Room better than half full before 
10 p.m. on the opener. Present line- 
uv is in until July 29, when Senor 
Wences takes over, followed in Au- 
| gust by Belle Baker. Wern. 





| TERRACE GRILL, K. C. 


(HOTEL MUEHWEBACRH) 


Kansas City, July 12. 
‘Star Spangled Ice Revue’ with Dot 
Franey, Red Sisley, George Stewart, 
Knearl McClusker, Margie Burns, 
Harriett Arvan, Amanda Deterich, 
Bernice O’Dell; Casa Manana Orch, 


| 
| 


The Grill, usually the deluxe dine 
and dance spot of the downtown 
|loop, goes straight club for this en- 
| agement with the ice revue the 





l'main attraction over dancing. It’s 
ithe first time since 1917 an iceskat- 
ling attraction has been used in the 
Grill, and it’s holding the summer 


|trade nicely. Half-hour presentation 
is made three times daily, once at 
luncheon and twice in the evening. 

Considerable variety of stunts is 
presented among the 12 numbers and 
the eight people. Skating of the per- 
|sonnel is accomplished. Limits of 
i'the room, which confine the rink to 
1a 13-foot length and less of width, 
|take away some of the sweep and 
| slide exvected from an ice show. 
| Setup is to intersperse specialties by 
| Dot Franey and Margie Burns along 
with those of Geor7c Stewart, Knearl 
McClusker and Red Sisley with 
choral numbers by the four girls. 

Four femmes lead off with a ‘Toy 
|Trumpet’ routine, later waltz to 
|“Tales of a Vienna Woods,’ work in a 
| conga and come on for the red, white 
land blue finale. Miss Burns con- 
| tributes a clog to duo of Irish tunes, 
| Sisley’s specialties are a clown twirl 
and a Russian comic dance, Stewart 
gives a trick and box-hurdling rou- 
| tine. 

Tango and jitterbug routines are 
furnished by Harriett Arvan and 
|McClusker. Miss Franey is on in a 
|dance number with Stewart and Mc- 
|Clusker supporting; she later leads 
| the ballet and singles as a sailorette 
'doing various figure-skating- speciale 
She ree 





ities to ‘Sailor’s Hornpipe.’ 
lturns to lead the finale. A former* 
| U.S. champion speed skater and 
|member of two Olympic teams, she 
| took up the figure work in 1937. 
Dancing is provided between floor 
| shows by means of laying a panelled 


|floor over the ice. Casa Manana 
| orch (10), local crew, handles the 
|}musical score and furnishes the 
| tunes for dancing. Quin. 
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Inside Stuff —Legit 


Vincent Astor, for the Astor interests, is reported prepared to handle 
the St. James and 44th Street theatres, N. Y., which were conducted under 
lease by the late Boris Said. Latter, who was essentially in the oi] tusiness 
and dig not use his name in connection with the theatrical ventures, oper- 
ated them under the corporate name of the Nesca Realty Co. Executors 
of the Said estate decided they were not qualified to enter show business 
and turned the properties back to the Astors. 

Plan is to book shows into the theatres following technical proceedings 
necessary before actual possession reverts to the Astors. 

Understood that Mrs. Harrington Hull, the former Mrs. Vincent Astor, 
proposes a six-week season of light opera at the 44th Street. Originally, 
arrangements were made with Said, whose leases on the houses were dated 
to expire Septtmber, 1942. Reported that an offer to rent the properties 
under a deal to guarantee the fixed charges plus 50% of the profits was re- 
jected by the Astors. Before Said rented the theatres, the Astor office 
through a Broadway representative operated them. 








Leila Ernst, ingenue lead in ‘Pal Joey,’ at the Ethel Barrymore, N. Y., 
wears a wedding ring in the show, although she plays an unmarried girl 
who's in love with the hoofer-heel, Joey Evans. Actress was married a 
couple of weeks ago and apparently has sentimenta] reasons for refusing 
to take off the ring on stage, although it looks unprofessional to wear it. 

June Havoc’s web-silk stockings in her scene with Jack Durant are rag- 
ged, but otherwise the costumes for the show look remarkably fresh. Stage 
manager Jerry Whyte has kept the performance fresh and clean, too, One 
other notable fact about ‘Pal Joey’—because of the network taboo on 
ASCAP music, the Rodgers and Hart tunes have not been played to death, 
so are surprisingly unspoiled. Such songs as ‘Bewitched, Bothered and 
Bewildered,’ ‘I Could Write a Book’ and ‘Den of Iniquity’ retain their 
original appeal. 





Philip Merivale, who was snared by execs of the Civic theatre, St. Louis 
County strawhatter, to play the role of Dr. Axton Talley in ‘The Talley 
Method,’ the part he created in the initial New York presentation, thought 
he was to appear in St. Louis’ Forest Park alfresco playhouse, where noth- 
ing but light operas are dished out. Merivale’s statement to local rags 
upset Gordon Sommers, biz manager of the strawhatter, who flashed corre- 
spondence with the star and Equity to establish the fact that nothing under- 
handed had been done to obtain Merivale’s p.a. here. 

Merivale said he had heard of the huge 10,000-seater in Forest Park, but 
not of the 700-seater in the county. However, he did not attempt to balk 
on going through with the contract. The Civic theatre spent plenty of 
coin in advance bally, raised the scale from $1.12 top to $2.24. 





A golf foursome in Florida when they went on winter vacations con- 
sisted of Arthur Hopkins, Arthur Hammerstein, Joe Leblang and Sam H. 
Harris, survivors being the first two named. Around Great Neck, L. I., a 
foursome for years was Harris and his deceased wife, Alice, Hopkins and 
his deceased mate, Eva, Hopkins being the only survivor. 

Hammerstein, who is a gentleman farmer at Evanston, Ill., and says he 
likes it, learned of Harris’ passing in the dailies and planed to New York 
for the funeral. 

Widow of Harris is resting at New Hope, Bucks County, Pa., where 
the couple had planned to spend the summer, not far from the homes of 
George S. Kaufman, Moss Hart, Jack Kirkland and others in show business. 





The Hunterdon Heights Players, a summer outfit spotted at Jutland, 
N. J., is again operated by Ione Hutaine. Venture this-season, however, 
has the backing of Tom Johnstone, cartoonist and illustrator who wrote 
‘Snookie,’ a comedy that opened and closed quickly iast month at the 
Golden, N. Y. 

Johnstone’s deal called for placing William B. Friedlander with the out- 
fit. Latter staged ‘Snookie,’ produced under cover by the Shuberts and 
Olsen and Johnson, who ordered their names off the bill following adverse 
notices. Friedlander is said to be an instructor in the drama school 
connected with the Jutland strawhat. 





Death of Auriol Lee, stager-actress, who was killed in a motor car 
accident in Kansas two weeks ago, recalls the death of Vice Admiral 
Sefton Brancker, to whom she was said to have been engaged. English 
officer was aboard the R 101, British dirigible which exploded in the air 
over France, after starting its first flight to India, around 12 years ago. 

Brancker had told friends he wished to be buried wherever he dropped; 
if that happened, and Miss Lee left the same instructions. She was in- 
terred in Hutchinson, Kans., but it’s possible that the remains will be 
brought east. 





Despite stories to the contrary, Mrs. Dora Valentine, wealthy widow of 
Philadelphia who backed ‘Johnny Belinda,’ is on cordial terms with Harry 
Wagstaff Gribble, who produced the show. Although the play ran through 
the season, opening at the Belasco and moving to the Longacre, it is esti- 
mated to have ended in the red upward of $60,000. Understood that she 
favored keeping the show going through summer. It is now playing sum- 
mer spots. 

Mrs. Valentine’s husband is said to have made a fortune in the drug 
business. Her son, Stewart Valentine, is known in Philly financial circles. 





Paul J. Cahill, manager of the Municipal Memorial Auditorium and ad- 
joining little theatre, Worcester, Mass., points out that the latter seats 704, 
which is more than reported. At $1.65 top, capacity in nine performances 
approximately $5,700. Auditorium has a seating capacity of 3,500. 

Little theatre is being used by touring shows as a spoke i the planned 
rotary stock in New England. 


Summer Premieres 


(July 16-26) 





Ford, at Pine Grove playhouse, Cam- 
bridge Springs, Pa. (21-26). 





‘Family Honeymoon, farce by 
Owen Davis, based on novel by 
Homer Croy, at Lakewood theatre, 
Skowhegan, Me. (16-19), * 

‘Two-Story House,’ comedy-drama| ‘Accent on Youth’ ((Sylvia Sid- 
by Parker Fennelly, at Bass Rocks | ney-Luther Adler)—Flatbush. Brook- 
theatre, Gloucester, Mass. (16-19). | lyn (16-20). 

‘Mr. Timpkins,’ by David Carroll,! ‘Cabin in the Sky’ (Ethel Waters) 
at Theatre-in-the-Dale, New Milford, | —Biltmore, Los Angeles (21-26). 
Conn, (16-19). ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (Phil Baker)— 

‘Masked Ball,’ new version by! Garden Pier, Atlantic City (22-27). 
Edith Ellis of Clyde Fitch farce, at | ‘Hellzapoppin’—Erlanger, Chicago 
Westchester playhouse, Mt. Kisco, | (16-26). 

N.Y. (16-19). ‘Jump for Joy’ (Duke Ellington)— 

‘Goldfish Bowl,’ play about the! Mayan, Los Angeles (16-26). 
Roosevelt family, by Vincent Mc- ‘Ladies in Retirement’ (Florence 
Connor, at Woodstock (N.Y.) play- | Reed)—Brighton, Brighton Beach, 


Current Road Shows 


(July 16-26) 








APPLE-STORAGE 
THEATRE IN DET. 





Plays and Cider 
Detroit, July 15. 

Emphasizing its unique set-up in 
an apple-storage warehouse, the 
Will-O-Way Playhouse, this area’s 
first strawhat, opened its second sea- 
son with Eddie Nugent in ‘George 
Washington Slept Here.’ Extending 
its season this year to eight weeks, 
the theatre, manager by William 
Way Merrill, will follow for two- 
week periods with Beatrice Terry 
and Geofrey Marks in ‘Mr. Pim 
Passes By,’ Gene Reynolds in ‘What 
a Life’ and Doris Bull and Joseph 
Laderoute in a yet untitled musical 
comedy by Celia Merrill, sister of 
the project's director. 

Seating only a few hundred, the 
playhouse boasts of an_ air-con- 
ditioning outfit (used wintertime for 
the apple storing). Cider is served 
and the tiny house is plentifully 
decorated with murals on the apple's 
place in history. Youth Orchestra, 
under Miss Merrill, also plays 
matinee concerts on Saturday and 
Sunday and the general public is in- 
vited to use the locale as a setting 
for picnics. 





Classy Layout 

Among the summer stock spots on 
Long Island, Edith Gordon’s Play- 
house at Sayville is regarded as one 
of the best appointed. It was for- 
merly a country club, golf course 
now being used for other purposes. 
Miss Gordon’s setup includes a 
drama school or workshop. 

An all-Equity cast is used for the 
presentations, none of the appren- 
tices being so assigned, as at most 
other summer projects. 

Sheila Barrett Spotted 
Pittsburgh, July 15. 

Sheila Barrett will be starred next 
month with South Shore Players at 
Cohasset, Mass., in original revue by 
Charles Gaynor which is figured to 
have Broadway possibilities for fall. 
Show will be composed of best fea- 
tures of three annual musicals Gay- 
nor has done here for Pittsburgh 
Playhouse. 

It’ll be directed by Frederick Bur- 
leigh, who during regular season di- 
rects Playhouse here and has staged 
all of Gaynor’s shows in the past. 





Harpo Marx in ‘Jacket’ 
Marblehead, Mass., July 15. 

Harpo Marx is slated to make an 
appearance with the North Shore 
Players here the week of August 11. 
He will play in ‘Yellow Jacket’ with 
Alexander Woollcott and Fay Wray, 
and then, according to plans of Blake 
Johnson, the producer here, it will 
be presented’ next season on Broad- 
way. 

Woollcott, particularly, is anxious 
to do the Chinese piece in New York. 
Butterworth’s Big B.O. 

Ivoryton, Conn., July 15. 





house €17-19). 

‘Danny Dither,’ musical by Jeremy 
Gury and Alex North, at Tamiment 
playhouse, Bushkill, Pa. (19). 

‘Little Dark Horse,’ adaptation by 
Theresa Helburn of  Birabeau’s 
French play, at Country playhouse, 
Westport, Conn, (21-26), 

‘Comedienne,’ by Ivor Novello, 
with Constance Collier, at Cape 
playhouse, Dennis, Mass. (21-26). 

‘Strictly for Sweeney,’ by Rita 





N.Y. (16-20). 

‘Life With Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 
—Cass, Detroit (16-26). 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner—Wind- 
sor, Bronx, N.Y. (22-27). 

‘My Sister Eileen’—Harris, 
cago (16-26). 

‘Rain’ (Lenore Ulric)—Windsor, 
Bronx, N.Y. 16(-20); Flatbush, 
Brooklyn (22-27). . 

‘Vinegar Tree’ (Billie Burke)—E] 
Capitan, Hollywood (16-26). 


Chi- 


Charles Butterworth, in ‘George 
Washington Slept Here,’ fractured a 
| few records at Milton Stiefel’s play- 
house here last week. Turnaways 
averaged 100 per show. 

Butterworth closed his strawhat 
tour of this one Sat. (12). Current- 
ly he is rehearsing for two weeks 
for a July 28 opening of ‘Western 
Union, Please’ at "Paper Mill play- 
house. 

Worcester N.G., Folds 
Worcester, July 15. 

Once again this city of 200,000 has 
turned thumbs down on legitimate 
productions and it is now quite evi- 
dent that Worcester does not want 
or does not appreciate shows of 
more than passing merit. The Little 
|Theatre in Municipal Auditorium 
ifolded July 5 after five 





|H. Clay Blaney and Robert Marko. 
| Season was expected to run 15 
weeks, 

According to J. J. White, general 
representative, house has been in the 
red since opening night. 

Local consensus is that Worces- 
terites in future will have to go 45 
miles to Boston to see legit. 


mene 
Maryland Strawhat Opens 
Braddock Heights, Md., July 15. 
The Mountain theatre will open its 
fourth summer season July 16 with 
‘It’s a Wise Child,’ featuring June 
Brehm, understudy to Helen Hayes 
last season in ‘Twelfth Night.’ Thea- 
tre is under joint management of 
James Decker and Willard Markey. 
Director is Fitzroy Davis, author of 
the forthcoming Macmillan novel, 
‘Quicksilver, a Novel of the Theatre.’ 





Subsequent bills are: ‘Ghost Train,’ 


IRENE’ CLICKS IN ST. L.; 
‘MUSKETEERS’ N. G. 306 


St. Louis, July 15. 


Evelyn Wyckhoff, is one of the 
big clicks in Harry Tierney’s ‘Irene,’ 
previously presented here in 1931, 
that began a one-week stand in the 
Alfresco theatre in Forest park last 
night (Monday) before an overflow 
|}mob of 10,200 that grossed approxi- 
,mately $4,500. Cool weather forced 
| customers to don wraps. It was the 
largest opening night attendance of 


the season. 


| Miss Wyckhoff, on vacation from 
‘Lady in the Dark,’ made local debut 
and played role of irene O’Dare. 
Other clicks are William O'Neal, 
Jack Donohue and Ethe] Taylor in 
warbling stints, William Lynn, Helen 
Raymond, Dan Harden, Jack Wil- 
liams, Betty Bruce and Lynn, Royce 
and Vanya. 


‘Three Musketeers’ wound up 
seven-night engagement Sunday (13) 
with an estimated take of $30,000, 
below average. Cool weather and 
threats of rain on several nights 


offset raves tossed by local crix. 
! 


‘Babes Toyland’ Opens 
Toledo Alfresco Season 


Toledo, July 15. 


Third consecutive season of out- 
door musical entertainment spon- 
sored by the Toledo Civic Opera 
Assn. opened last night (Monday) at 
the Toledo Zoological Park Amphi- 
theatre with Victor Herbert’s ‘Babes 
in Toyland,’ the most ambitious pro- 
duction yet presented by the associa- 
tion. Feature of the opening night 
was the attendance of mayors of 22 
communities in northwestern Ohio 
and southern Michigan. 


Cast includes Sheelah Dille and 
Elizabeth Houston, sopranos, and Lee 
Sullivan, tenor, in leading roles; 
Dean Dickens,. Detmar Poppen, W. J. 
McCarthy, Ted Meza, Peggy Alex- 
ander, Fred Harper and minor roles 
filled by localites and 40 youngsters. 

Other productions scheduled are: 
‘The Firefly,’ July 21; ‘Good News,’ 
July 28, and ‘New Moon,’ Aug. 4. 




















|Bergman in ‘Christie’ 


Opens Selznick Barn 
Santa Barbara, July 15. 
‘Anna Christie,’ with Ingrid Berg- 


‘}man in the title role, opens the David 


O. Selznick Summer Theatre at the 

Lobero July 30 for five perform- 

ances, 
Alfred deLiagre, Jr., is director. 


‘Cabin’ Repeats in L.A. 


Los Angeles, July 15. 
‘Cabin in the Sky,’ with Ethel 
Waters and the original New York 
cast, nlays a return date here at the 











| Biltmore, opening July 21 for two 
weeks, and then disbands for the 
|season. Al Lewis presents the show 


lat $2.50 top. 


Negro show did smash biz on its 
recent two weeks at the Philhar- 
monic and play-back is prompted by 
many requests. 





Duffy Taking ‘Music’ 
‘More Than Music,’ legiter by 
press agent Jean Dalrymple and her 
assistant, Phillip Bloom, is expected 
to be produced on the Coast during 
| the summer by Henry Duffy, with 
| Francis Lederer in the principal 
role, understood to be a takeoff on 
| Pianist-conduct>r Jose Iturbi 





Eventual opening on Broadway is | 


planned. 


weeks | 
of road shows under management of 





| ‘Spring Meeting,’ ‘The Male Animal.’ 
‘Ah, Wilderness,’ ‘Wind and the 
Rain,’ ‘Ladies in Retirement,’ ‘The 
Man of Crystal’ and ‘Private Lives.’ 





Stony Creek Tryouts 


Stony Creek, Conn.., July 15. 

Stony Creek theatre’s second sea- 
son under Ronald T. Hammond 
swings toward mid-season with two 
tryouts on the fire. First is Richard 
Hepburn’s ‘Love Like Wildfire,’ said 
to be an autobiog on the Hepburn 
family. It’s due July 28. Second 
break-in is Jack Levin’s ‘Good 
Neighbor,’ which Sam Byrd will take 
to Broadway if its strawhat recep- 
tion warrants. 

Set for July 21 is Sinclair Lewis 
in ‘My Dear Children.’ Novelist has 
a piece of operation here this sum- 
mer, 





BrokersFined 
$100 to $500 


Imposition of heavy fines on 17 
ticket brokers Monday (14) in the 
federal court, New York, after they 
had admitted not having stamped all 
tickets sold by them with the price 
obtained, may curtail if not elim. 
inate telephone orders from agen. 
cies to legit theatres hereafter. That 
is fully expected unless the tax reg- 


ulations covering -such sales are 
changed. 


Fact that Judge Louis W. Strum, 
of Florida, who presided, is hardly 
cognizant of Broadway is not perti- 
nent. There was no question of 
whether the law is applicable. The 
brokers pleaded guilty and the court 
meted out fines which varied only 
because one or the other broker had 
been implicated before in ticket ir- 
regularities. 

That the ticket people went into 
court without attorneys is hardly 
understandable. They felt there wag 
not alternative but to plead guilty. 
There were no allegations of over- 
charging and it was intimated that 
the federal attorney conceded that 
that portion of the law is imprac- 
tical. There were no indictments as 
first understood, but ‘informations’ 
filed.against the brokers upon which 
the court acted. Ticket people were 
known to have been worried over 
the cases, but did not anticipate 
heavy imposts, and it is reported 
along Broadway that most of them 
have not the ready cash to pay the 
fines. 





Tickets By Phone 

It is the practice of agencies to 
order tickets for customers by tele- 
phone from the _ boxoffices, when 
sold out of allotments, but particu- 
larly close to time performances 
start. Law requires that all tickets 
sold by brokers be stamped on the 
reverse side with the price obtained, 
usually 75c over the boxoffice price, 
plus 10% tax on the premium. It is 
virtually impossible for the broker 
to stamp such tickets, since they are 
not in his possession and when 
picked up by the customer are im- 
mediately placed in the ticket box 
at the door. 

Fines, which ranged from $100 to 
$500 and totaled $3,700, were: City 
Ticket Co. (21 Club), $400; Oscar 
Alexander, $500; Faber & Sutton, 
$125; Joey Deutsch, $250; T. Everett 
Naughton, $250; Edward Reynolds 
and Wilfred Betts (Jacobs Ticket 
office), $100 each; Saul Suber, $250; 
John W. Wachter (Grand Central 
Ticket agency), $100; Joseph Rosen- 
feld (Hollywood Ticket office), $125; 
Harry Shack (Rialto Ticket office), 
$200; Sussman ticket office, $200. 


Yesterday (Tuesday) four more 
brokers pleaded guilty, with total 
fines being $1,100. The four were 


Leblang-Gray’s Ticket Agency, $200; 
Mackey’s Inc., $200; Park Theatre 
Ticket Service Inc., $200; and the 
Supreme Ticket Office Inc., $500. 
During this week pleas will be 
made by the Acme Theatre Ticket 
Office, George J. Bascom, Louis 
Coheén’s Ticket Office, Inc., Gransky’s 
Ticket Service, Inc., Leo Nevins The- 
atre Ticket Office, Inc., and the 
Newsstand Theatre Service. 


‘Soldier’ OK As Shuberts’ 


Ist L’ville Production 








Louisville, July 15 

‘Chocolate Soldier,’ first of the six- 
week season of summer musical 
shows at Iroquois amphitheatre be- 
ing offered by the Shuberts, was & 
success from an artistic and financial 
standpoint. Local patrons are keep- 
ing a force of ticket sellers busy, ana 
all six performances, beginning with 
the opening Monday (7) were nearly 
capacity. Open-air spot seats 3,500 

Leads in ‘Chocolate Soldier’ were 
Jane Pickens and Robert Shafer, 
both registering effectively. Comedy 
roles were handled by Florenz Ames 
and Melissa Mason, and supporting 
players were John Patrick, Allen 
Stewart, Nina Varella, and Ethel 
Barrymore Colt. No performances 
were missed the first week, although 
rain threatened three nights, but 
held off during show time. é 

‘Too Many Girls’ opened yester- 
day (Monday), starring Dorothy and 
Carol Stone, Charles Collins, Jack 
Good, Fred Lightner, Nina Olivette 
Florence Ames. 
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Saroyan Burns When Cast Takes 


A Cut—Orders People Closed 








Saroyan is in again. William the 
Enigma ordered refunds to all 
patrons who see and don’t like his 
‘Beautiful People’ at the Lyceum, 
N. Y., but that didn’t bring a rush to 
the boxoffice. Last week the cast 
and the staff thought they’d do the 
author-manager a favor by cutting 
salaries, but he seems to have be- 
come miffed over that gesture and 
ordered ‘People’ to close Saturday 
(19). 

Players went to Equity Friday (11) 
and assented to the cut. Arrange- 
ment called for all in the cast to get 
$50 weekly, which is the Equity 
minimum, with regular salaries to 
apply if the gross reached $4,000 or 
better, small enough money for a 
legit show. But when Pat Duggan, 
Saroyan’s play broker rep, informed 
him of the move, the author tele- 
graphed back from his California 
home: ‘I don’t want the cast salaries 
reduced.’ 

At the Equity session the players 
spoke highly about Saroyan and they 
agreed on the slice with no discus- 
sion. When he engaged the cast at 
modest salaries, Saroyan said that a 
bonus would be paid each player if 
and when the gross topped $7,000. 
Understood they were paid the bonus 
once, average takings being under 
that level since opening with single 
week’s exception 

Kickback Coin 

Amount of money given back at| 

the boxoffice up to this week was 





vv 


CROUSE DISHES ANOTHER 
24G ‘ARSENIC’ MELON 


Lindsay and Crouse have cut up 
another melon amongst the 21 back- 
ers of ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ around 
$24,000 being sent the successful 
angels last week. Despite the fact 
that the Chicago company fared 
mildly in comparison to the clean- 
up number one company at the Ful- 
ton, N. Y., to date the backers have 
been paid profits which approximate 
160% more than their investments. 
Total amount divided among ’em is 
around $90,000, which includes only 
part of the picture rights coin. 

The checks disbursed were accom- 
panied by a letter from Crouse, the 
partners alternating in slipping the 
coin to their backers. The note, start- 
ing with ‘Dear Customer,’ thanks 
them for voting Russel Crouse, alias 
Buck, ‘to be the most charming mem- 
ber of the duo,’ though it was a shock 
to Lindsay. Crouse suggests they all 
write in, saying disparaging things 
about him and in that way probably 
‘mollify’ the other partner. 

In reporting the closing of the Chi 
company, partly because of the thea- 
tre’s financial] headaches, he states 





| that the company will go to the road 


again and expects to play solvent 
houses. Also it is revealed that the 
Swedish rights have been sold, but 
if any of the backers happen to be 
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MORE BIZ, MORE 
SHOWS IN SIGHT 


Major Musicals and Plays 
Will Tour—Arms Fac- 
tories Putting a Lot of 
Coin Into Circulation and 
Appetites Whetted for 
Stage Entertainment 








BUT B’WAY N:5S.G. 





The road is expected to be ex- 
ceptionally prosperous pasture for 
legit next season according to show- 
men familiar with touring condi- 
tions. Pointed out that there is 
much more money in circulation be- 
cause of the vast defense spending 
than at any time in many years, and 
most of that coin is outside of New 
York. 

There is strong indication that 
people in localities bustling with 
arms activities have an increasing 
desire to see stage performances. 
That is one reason why there will be 
more major musicals on tour than 
for the past few seasons and exten- 
sive routes have been booked. The 
quality of other shows slated for the 
road is high, which should also mean 
larger audiences. 

There are approximately 200 the- 
atres and auditoriums throughout 
the country which want shows and 





¥ 





HAMLIN IN N. Y. TO SET | 
SHOWS FOR CHI GRAND 


G. Eldridge Hamlin and John 
Schreiber are due in New York this 
week with the idea of arranging for 
the booking of the Grand, Chicago, 
which reverted to the Hamlin Estate 
after the lessee Sam Gerson went 
bankrupt recently. Schreiber is 
manager of Wizard Oil, patent medi- 
cine from which the Hamlin’s made 
a fortune. The surviving Hamlin is 
a teacher in a Christian Science 
school] at St. Louis. 

Neither is a showman, but are re- 
ported insistently opposed to leasing 
the theatre to the Shuberts, who 
formerly operated the house. They 
believe that Gerson, formerly gen- 
era] representative in Chi for the 
Shuberts, acted as a front for them 
when he obtained possession of the 
Grand about two years ago. Hamlin 
and Schreiber figure that with Ger- 
son out the Shuberts would angle for 
better terms for the Grand. In Shu- 
bert circles it is denied there was 
any ‘deal,’ also indicating that they 
are not anxious or don’t wish to rent 
the house because it is too expensive 
to operate. 

Present plan is for the Hamlins to 








Serlin Notifies Mors. of ‘Father’ 
Bookings to Forestall Conflictions 


An unusual notification has bees 
sent Broadway producers by the of- 
fice of Oscar Serlin in connection 
with the tours of his ‘Life With 
Father’ companies next season. Let- 
ter, signed by Walter Fried, general 
manager for Serlin, gives the dates 
and stands independently booked for 
‘Father,’ which will possibly be op- 
position to other touring shows. In 
pointing out that ‘Father’ will be 
playing against the regular legit 


|theatres in seven stands, it is ex- 
| plained: 


‘We not only wish to avoid direct 
(day and date) bookings with other 
plays, but we likewise feel that ever 
close bookings may be harmful for 
all concerned. Accordingly we heree 
with submit our own bookings for 
any value that this information may 
be to you in avoiding conflicts ané 
the resulting mutual losses that must 
necessarily follow...in all instances 
where conflicts occur, we have book« 
ed independent or motion picture 
theatres that are the equal and ix 
some instances superior to the legitie 
mate theatre of the city involved! 

Courtesy Tipoff 

Notification is regardea rather ag 
a courtesy and for the purpose of 
suggesting that other managers may 
wish to change routings of theif 








operate the house themselves, if as- | 
sured of bookings. United Booking 
| Office supplies the legiters in Chi- 
cago with the exception of the Black- | 


shows to avoid conflicts. It is ane 
ticipated that ‘Father’ may absor? 
the community patronage before 
during and immediately after play< 


} a bit over $300 in all, not a material |in Stockholm next season and hear | jt js expected that more spots will | stone, comeback house outside the ing the opposition dates, which ar¢ 
percentage of the total. Indicated | the actors talking in German, it seek bookings. Plans to play audi- | Loop which flourished for more than | Pittsburgh, November (month); Tos 
that some patrons didn’t have the|might be just as well to pass it uP.| toriyms. where big capacities per- | 2 year with ‘Life With Father.’ Shu-| onto, Oct. 20 (week); Columbus 

. nerve to ask for the refund, but| In conclusion, he reports that mit short stays to get large grosses berts are in on the UBO and it is| Dec. 1 (week); Providence, Oct. %& 

| noticed that most who turned back Frank Sullivan, one of the backers appear to be ‘gaining in Sone among assumed they would get preferential | 10; Rochester, N. Y., Oct. 27-28; Cine 
their ticket stubs for cash took it as | and sometime press agent, when |showmen. It was claimed last year bookings for their theatres in the! cinnatl, Dec. 8 (week); Youngse 

i a matter of course. There were sev-| Dick Maney isn’t looking, ‘has been | that most of the out-of-town legiters Loop. town, O., Nov. 27-29. 
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eral who got the kickback who| 


shipped back to Saratoga. The heat 


earned little more than the amount 


How Gerson became so heavily 


Last season Serlin booked ‘Father’ 


wanted to meet Saroyan. Sunday|was getting him. He was going involved financially is a mystery.|independently in Boston, Chicago, 
(13), with the best Sabbath house in| around telling people he was Frank of taxes because of frequent dark| p.timated that he owes $105,000, but | Philadelphia and Detroit, which 


a couple of months, requests for only | 
$7 were made at the b.o. 

Boxoffice staff has been kidded 
over the kickback, mostly over the 
telephone. One showman called up 
to say that he had seen the show on 
a pass but could he get the 20c sub- 
way fare from the Bronx. Ticket 
seller replied in measured serious- 





Sullivan.’ 





Actors Temple Services 
For Sam Harris; Cohan 


Recalls Mgr.’s Humor 





weeks. Operators of such houses are 
hopeful of little red during the 1491- 
42 period. 
Broadway Waiting 

It was predicted that defense 
spending would result in prosperity 
along Broadway this summer, but 
it has not happened as yet. Antici- 
pation was that shopkeepers, if not 





what the money was used for is not} 
Known. Gerson is reported in ree 
tirement, refusing to answer com- 
munications from friends in New 
York, 


Reopened ‘Ice’ Getting 





precipitated a row with the United 
Booking Office, Erlanger - Shubert 
outfit. When dates were sought for 
next season the UBO is alleged to 
have demanded terms which Serlin 
regarded as ‘penance’ exaction be- 
cause he had spotted his show in- 
dependently. 

‘Father,’ nearing its second year at 


ness: ‘If your inquiry is genuine, I'd | those earning substantial wages, E T ° RR the Empire, N. Y., was thereupon 
say no,’ then the other guy laughed. ~ | would migrate to the metropolis xtensive leups, 8 booked Coast to Coast without the 
On Broadway would like to hear Memorial services were conducted during vacation time. That may oc- aid of UBO, even slated into stands 


Saroyan’s definition of a ‘normal half 
wit,’ which expression he used in a | 
Signed article that appeared in the! 
N. Y. Times recently. 


WOLFF’S WINDFALL | 





Asst, Theatre Treasurer Cashes In, 
Instead of Being Stuck 





By a stroke of good luck, after he 
thought he was stuck for a sawbuck, | 
Jack Wolff, assistant treasurer of the | 
Majestic, N. Y., cashed in on a long 
shot at Empire track last Thursday 
(10). He sells mutual tickets at Em- 
Pire and pushed the wrong button! 
when a better placed $10 on the 
favorite, customer declining to ac- 
cept the number that came_ up. 
Wolff was somewhat disconsolate, 
figuring he was working the day for 
nothing, rules requiring sellers to 
Pay for any such errors. 

But, instead of having a ticket on 
a stiff, the nag poked his nose in 
front at the wire and Wolff sud- 


at the Actors Temple, West 47th 


street, N. Y., Friday (11) afternoon! 


for the late Sam H. Harris, Rabbi 
Birstein officiating. Jewish Theatri- 
cal Guild was invited to participate 


cur during the coming month, 
though its probable that the average 


| person is too much occupied in his 


and, while two spokesmen were on| 


hand, the Guild plans a memorial 
service under its own auspices, prob- 


Sam Forrest and 

William Degon Weinberger spoke 

briefly and affectively at the Temple. 
Harris Sense of Humor 


| ably to be held in a theatre later in | 
| the summer. 


| 


George M. Cohan reminiscing in| 


the N. Y. Times last Sunday (13), 


said that Harris was one of the wit-| 


tiest men he has ever 


that the two former partners were 


| sitting in the Lotos club about a year 
| ago talking over old times: 


Harris: You know it’s a surprising 
thing how many people have asked 
me why you and I ever parted com- 


| pany. 


Cohan: I know! I’ve had the ques- 
tion put to me a thousand times, I 
dare say. 


known. | 
| Writing in script form he mentions} 


home community to leave. There is 
constant pressure from Washington 
higher-ups that defense plants main- | 
tain an all-out work schedule. 
Currently Broadway has an even 
dozen shows, with grosses at the 
lowest level of the year. Tourist 


lagencies report the bulk of. visitors 


is due to arrive late this month. 
Number of buyers is also mounting, 
but the theatres have not gotten 
enough of such patronage, as shown 
by the receipts. 

Number of shows playing Sunday 
(13) was down to two, but with the | 
announced closing of ‘The Beautiful 
People,’ Lyceum, this week there 
will be but one—‘Separate Rooms,’ 
Plymouth. ‘It Happens on Ice’ re- 
sumed at the Center yesterday 
(Tuesday ). 

This summer is bare of new shows, 
and none is due until some time in 
August. 


| City tour, 


Selling Tickets for Revue 


Heavy tourist trade, garnered via) 
extensive tieups with railroads and’ 
travel bureaus, is being counted on| 
to hypo ‘It Happens On Iee,’ rink 
revue which reopened at the Certer 
theatre, N. Y., last night (Tuesday) 
after a month’s layoff. 

‘Ice’ ducats are being sold by the| 
| ticket men at all stations of the N. Y.| 
| Central from N. Y. City to Buffalo. / 
They collect the money and wire} 
reservations to their Manhattan 
headquarters, which sends the seat 
requests in bulk each day to the) 
Center. Railroad deducts 16% for its 
services. Five other railroads are 
also accepting reservations, but! 
don’t handle the entire transaction as: 
the Central does 

In addition, ‘Ice’ is being included 
in all-expense tours coming into the 
city. Other attractions in these 
combo offers include railroad fare, 
hotel, sightseeing, Billy Rose’s Dia- 
mond Horseshoe, Music Hall, Radio 
LaGuardia Airport, 

















which the booking exchange is sup- 
posed to have exclusive rights. Repu- 
tation of the show is such that lit- 
tle difficulty was encountered. One 
of the bookings is the Cass, Detroit, 
where a ‘Father’ company is current. 
It regularly gets UBO shows, but 
contended that the deal did not 
cover the summer period. 

UBO receives 5% of the house end 
for bookings. It sought a similar 


percemaze tronrtpe sw 63 aye. eee 


Serlin declared no dice. 





PLAYING BOTH ENDS 


Puppets, Live Shows On Opposite 
Sides of Theatre 
Hollywood, July 15. 

The newest thing in town is the 
Turnabout Theatre, operated by the 
Yale Puppeteers, which opened here 
last week with a puppet show and a 
musical revue (with live actors) 
called ‘No Strings.’ 

The house is a 150-seater. It is 


denly realized that he was the pos- or te p ge te = es : see ai Sila | Statue of Liberty and Empire State) built so that there is a puppet stage 
sessor of $1,285, less the 10 smackers| what a you tell them? ; | Abbott Lead Building. - = = and 7 — for yd actors 
ai 2 ‘ke : Sls tell , e other end. uring intermis- 
Paid for the ticket. Odds on the} fyarris’ (aughs): Same thing, I| Chicago, July 16. a ) 


horse was $257 to $2, longest price 
around New York tracks this season. | 
Wolff formerly worked in the Le- | 
blang agency. He is married and 
has several kids. 





‘Abie’ Revival? 
‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ revival in New 
York is a possibility this summer, it 
being proposed by Abe Ellis, opera- 
tor of the Manhattan Center 
merly opera house, 34th street). If 
Anna Nichols’ comedy classic goes 
On again, it will be shown elsewhere, 


because the Manhattan has no theatri-| 


Cal license. Doubtful if one would be 


issued, as the spot has no fixed seats. | 
Idea was to present ‘Abie’ in one| 
of the smaller spots in the building. 


(for- | 


| tell them to ask you. 


Cohan (after a moment of silence): 
Well, on the square, Sam, tell me 
why did we ever separate? 


| Maureen Cannon set for a femme |} 


Harris (with a broad grin): That’s 


funny. 
Cohan: What’s funny? 


Harris: I was going to ask you the| fellow from a backwoods sent a play | Farrell in 


same question. 





away, I stood at his bedside. 


Harris (looking up at me with a| should be produced 
Well, anyway, we've had; Seeing the 


smile): 


we kid? 
| Cohan: 
many a laugh. 





Cohan also recalls a time when a 


lead in the George Abbott produc- 
tion of ‘Young Man’s Fancy’ in the 
autumn. 

Set through Music Corp. of Amer- 


| ica. 





| to their office, along with a 30-page | 


Virginia Smith Replaces | 
Glenda Farrell in ‘Rooms’ 





Virginia Smith replaced Glenda 
‘Separate Rooms,’ 
Plymouth, N.Y., Monday (14). She 


| closely written letter explaining why | had been understudy for some time, 


Right Sam, many and| 


| should be produced and insisting it 
immediately. 


| many a laugh in our time, haven’t! thusiastic that he wished to let him 


| down easy, Harris added: 

| ‘I think I'll wire him that we've 
| read both his letter and his play, 
| and that we've decided to produce 


his letter.’ 


author was so en-/|the part 


| Just a few days before he passed| the play should be produced, how it and after playing the lead for one 


performance last week, Miss Smith 
impressed so favorably she was given 
regularly. Alan Dine- 
|hart and Lyle Tabott, who were s0- 
\featured with Miss Farrell, remain 
| with the show. 

| This is Miss Smith’s first leading 
part. She was formerly in musical 
| comedy. 


sion the chairs are turned, like seats 
on a street car when it reaches the 
end of the line, to allow the patrons 
to view both shows. 

The Yale Puppetee.3, headed by 
Harry Burnett, Forman Brown and 
Richard Brandon, are at their best 
|in an elaborate marionette show, 
, Frances Osborne, Dorothy Neumann, 
| Shirley Van, David Stevens, Ted 
/Kneeland, Eugene Dorian, Burnett 
and Brown’s exceptional music are 
featured in the miniature revue. 





Jack Jordan, Jr., has been signed 
for‘a part in ‘Young Man’s Fancy,’ 
forthcoming George Abbott musical. 

| His previous activities have mostly 
| been confined to radio. He’s the son 
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12 Shows Left on B'way; B.0. At Low 


Ebb; ‘Hattie, $20,000, “Joey, MG 





A dozen survivors remain on the 
list. At least one will drop out this | 
week, but most shows are expected 
to stick. Not much change in 
grosses, now at low water mark, but 
several picked up after the Fourth. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R 
(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 
O (Operetta). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(27th week) (CD-938; $3.30). Sold 
out clean except Monday night of 
last week, with gross again around 
$16,500; previous week the takings 
were $17,000, with an extra holiday 
matinee. 

‘Claudia,’ Booth (22d week) (C- 
712: $3.30). Heat has affected at- 
tendance, but rates among the sea- 
son’s best comedies and should play 


into new season; approximately 
$10,000. 
‘Hellzapoppin, Winter Garden 


(147th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Weak 
during first half, but draws excellent 
trade Friday and Saturday; around 
$16,000. 

‘It Happens On Ice,’ Center (sec- 
ond repeat engagement) (R-3,027; 
$1.65). Rink revue, which suspended 
last month, relighted Tuesday (15); 
summer visitors to Radio City ex- 
pected to be attracted, with lowered 
ticket scale probable factor. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (87th 
week) (C-1,006; $3.30). Slightly bet- 
ter, with gross quoted at $12,800; 
some extra space ads to catch the 
eyes of visitors. 

‘My Sister Eileen, Biltmore (29th 
week) (CD-991; $3,30). Eased off, 
with takings quoted bit more than 
$9,500, profitable enough; Chicago 
company got slightly more for sec- 
ond time since opening there. 

‘Pal Joey,’ Barrymore (29th week) 
(M-1,104; $4.40). Rated around $14,- 
000, or a little more; should improve 
if summer is to be spanned; operat- 
ing costs not expeRsive for a musi- 
cal. 

‘Panama Hattie, 46th St. (37th 
week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Still the 
best money-getter among the lim- 
ited number of shows, but off plenty 
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from earlier 
around $20,000. 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (68th 
week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Willi be only 
Sunday show, what with closing 
down of ‘The Beautiful People’; 
around $4,000; intention is to stick. 

‘The Beautiful People,’ Lyceum. 
Final and 12th week; money-back 
stunt did not hypo business; around 
$3,000; may reopen before going on 
tour. 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ National (33d 
week) (D-1,162; $3.30). One-setter 
was among earliest successes this 
season and is still making some 
money; around $8,500. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Beck (15th 
week) (D-1,214; $3.30). Figured to 
play into new season, although busi- 
ness has been off recently; very good 
figure at $16,000 or better. 


CHI LEGIT B.0. 


part of engagement; 








Chicago, July 15. 

Trade remained generally slack 
last week, despite the influx of con- 
ventioneers. There were only two 
shows to attract ’em, but neither at- 
traction got anywhere near its ca- 
pacity potential. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ Erlanger (9th 
week) (1,400; $3.30). Way off, but 
still making s me profits; got $15,000 
last week. 

‘My Sister Eileen, Harris (21st 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Gross picked 
up for some reason; may remain 
through summer, touring from here 
thereafter; around $10,000. 





Ellington Revue In 
$8,500 Push-Off, L.A.; 
Burke’s ‘Tree’ Neat 96 


Los Angeles, July 15. 


For the first time in months the 
town will have three legit attrac- 
tions, two of which are colored, 
when the Biltmore relights next 
week for a return engagement of 
‘Cabin the Sky.’ ‘Jump for Joy,’ 
Duke Ellington’s revue at the Mayan, 
is headed for $8,500 the first week on 
the strength of the maestro’s per- 
sonal draw here and the large negro 
population. 

Billie Burke is currently going 
strong at the El] Capitan in ‘The 
Vinegar Tree,’ with estimated $9,000 














EDDIE 
GARR 


CO-STARRING 
IN RECORD BREAKING 


o> 2°8 


Ie 2 
ON TOUR 
& 


Mgt.: WM. KENT 
1776 B’way. New York 





























NORMAN 


HARRIS 


and 
SYLVIA 


SHORE 


Currently 
BAL TABARIN 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Management: WM. KENT 
1776 Broadway New York 

















PRODUCERS 


On +ei.cary 17, 1941, a copyright 
No. 74401 was issued and received 
on a three-act modern adaptation 


and dramatization of Harriet Beecher 
Stowe’s “Uncle Tom’s Cabin.”’ 
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for the fourth week after hefty $10,- 
1000 on the third. ‘Vinegar Tree’ is 
{slated to stay for at least another 
| couple of weeks, with possibility 
that another vehicle will be lined up 
|for Miss Burke to follow. 


FATHER,’ $13,700, 





TOPS $100,000 IN DET. 


7 Oe Oe OULD Se 2 RS” 
| Detroit, July 15. 

‘Life with Father,’ in its sixth 
week at the Cass here, went over 
the $100,000 mark for total grosses 
by adding an approximate $13,700 to 
its previous earnings. The week’s 
earnings also reflected a bounce back 
from the preceding week’s $12,500, 
slashed by the Fourth and a heat 
| wave, 

The run now 
into August. 


may be extended 





Cornell’s ‘Dilemma’ Will 
| Tee Off Philly Season 


Philadelphia, July 15. 
Philly’s legit season will open 
|Sept. 8 at the Forrest with Kath- 
jerine Cornell in ‘The Doctor’s Di- 
| lemma.’ 
| There’s a possibility that ‘Meet 
the People’ will be revived early in 
the fall for two weeks at the Locust. 
Also tentatively skedded is ‘Hellza- 
poppin.’ 





‘Animal’ $4,500 in A. C. 


Atlantic City, July 15. 
‘The Male Animal,’ with Phillips 
Holmes, grossed approximately $4,- 





Any subsequent versions that _ in- 
fringe on above mentioned copyrjght 
will be liable to the penalties *pro- 
vided by law. 





The New York office of Leland Hay- 
ward are sole agents. 


Sprague-Williams & Wohl 





500 during the week ending Sunday 
(13) at Garden Pier theatre. This 
is about $300 less than previcus 
week’s show, ‘George Washington 
Slept Here.’ Rain hit resort two 
nights during week. 








———— 





Strawhat Play 
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TWO STORY HOUSE 


Gloucester, Mass., July 15. 
Comedy-melodrama in prolog and three 


acts. by Parker Fennelly. Stars Karen 
Morley. Directed by Antoinette Perry, with 
settings by William F. Schoeller from de- 


signs by Gene Moore. Presented by Brock 
Pemberton, at Bass Rocks theatre, Glouces- 


ter, Mass., July 14, ‘41. 






Amon RaGio’...cccccscessocee Walter O. Hill 
Laie PUNB.....cccccccecceees Belle Gardner 
Charlotte Carltom...cecceeess Karen Morley 
Sheriff Preble....ccesccseces Percy Kilbride 
Dom Carttem..occccsses asennd Robert Shayne 
Zadoc Grimes.... ..Howard Freeman 
Ds 600560058600 ..George Matthews 
Professor ...ccocccccesevececes John Parrish 
Mv ARSOEt 6c cc ccesceccccscees Philip Tonge 
Di ats 21dbdesesenes ound tenes Henry Jones 
Man from Pine View....../ Arthur Marlowe 
State Trooper. ...ecsscccces Laurence Moore 
Another State Trooper......-. John Odenee! 





Brock Pemberton not only tried 
out a new play by Parker Fennelly 
at Bass Rocks theatre here last night 
(Monday), but also entertained a 
plus-perfect strawhat audience with 
a curtain speech before it opened. 
Producer announced ‘Two. Story 
House’ as a ‘shudder play’ and noted 
that he thought it ‘very funny.’ 


Audience reaction proved him 
right, but he must have concluded 
that the author, in the third act, had 
not quite maintained the excellent 
quality of the first two cantos, and 
that some rewriting would be need- 
ed to simplify matters. Fennelly has 
penned an intricate mystery-thriller 
with a big load of relief laughs. But 
he has mixed up too many ingre- 
dients for easy digestion. 

A young couple live in a lonely 
Maine farmhouse, and one wintry 
night the wife, temporarily aban- 
doned by her husband, is alternately 
menaced by an escaped lunatic, un- 
identified until the thirc act; and has 
three suspicious men blown in by 
the blizzard for shelter. Also there’s 
a suspect writer come to do a mur- 
der mystery in the country quiet as 
a house guest, and a maid who’s not 
too bright. 

To add to complications, Fennelly 
has a prolog commentator, on the 
‘Our Town’ order, who gives some 
background at the start, and later 
explains between second and third 
acts that events of act two are what 
the house guest imagined, and that 
the act three developments were 
what actually happened. 

Thus, there are two different ver- 
sions, and the effect is something 
like a double-header. When Fen- 
nelly has blended all the suspense, 
comedy and surprises into one sim- 
pler ball game he should have a 
good candidate for Broadway. 

Perry directed a good all-round 
cast with a skill that gave the play 
a most advantageous tryout. Karen 
Morley came through with honors 
as the distraught wife, making her 
character constantly believable. Kil- 
bride, as a rural sheriff; Hill, as 
prolog commentator; Shayne as the 
young husband; Tonge, as a crook- 
clergyman; Parrish as a spy; Mat- 
thews in a mobster role, and Free- 
man grabbing plenty of laughs in 
character resembling ‘Man Who 
Came to Dinner,’ were standout per- 
formers. Single living room set filled 
the bill. Fox. 


Play Out of Town 
JUMP WITH JOY 


Los Angeles, July 10. 


Revue in two acts (30 scenes) presented 
by American Revue Theatre and starring 

















Duke Ellington and his band; staged by 
Nick Castle; supervised by Henry Blank- 
fort; music by Ellington, Charles Leonard 
and Hal Borne, lyrics by Paul Webster; 
| sketches bv Sid Kntler an@ Hal Wimberre; 
. - DP ICP | ee 
Otis Rene, Langston Hughes, Charles 
Leonard, Ray Golden, Richard Weil, Mer- 
cer Ellington. Presented at Mayan theatre, 
Los Angeles? July 10, ’41; top $2.20. 

Cast: Dorothy Dandridge, Ivy Anderson, 
Herb Jeffries, Marie Bryant, Al Guster, 
‘Garbo,’ Roy Glenn, ‘Wonderful’ Smith. 
Pot, Pan and Skillet, Paul White, Pete 
Nugent. 





Main trouble with ‘Jump with Joy’ 
is that it doesn’t jump. Rather, and 
more to the point, it lags. That's 
the severest indictment that can be 
drawn against a Negro extravaganza. 
which by its native nature should 
be hopping most of the time. 

It sounded like a good idea to 
build a revue around a name band, 
| but it doesn’t come off in its present 
|shape. It lacks most of the ingredi- 
;ents of which successes are com- 
pounded. Ellington is there, to be 
sure, thumping the ivories with his 
usual suave virtuosity and his band 
is in the pit with its plaintive wails 
and occasional blasts, but it takes 
more than that to get across a revue 
in this tough burg, critics all cinema- 
conscious. What surrounds Elling- 
ton is what’s wrong with the show. 

Original score by Ellington, Hal 
Borne and a few others hasn’t a 
number worthy a reprise: skits and 
blackouts are, for the most part, 
pointless and not too funny, and the 
cast lacks finish and _ reputation. 
Best of the lot is Dorothy Dandridge, 
a pert youngster who has done duty 
in the local bistros. Ivy Anderson, 
vocalist with Ellington’s band, com- 
petently serves in the various ca- 
pacities demanded of a_revusical, 
but Herb Jeffries, also a singer with 
Ellington, is lost without a mike. 








‘Johnny Belinda’ opened Monday 
night (14). 


(Continued on page 54) 





Literati 





New Haven Dailies and NLRB 

Preliminary report to the National 
Labor Relations Board in the case 
of the two New Haven dailies, morn- 
ing Journal-Courier and evening 
Register, finds that papers have com- 
mitted unfair labor practices. Re- 
port is an outcome of a hearing be- 
fore Trial Examiner Samuel H. 
Jaffee on charges filed by the New 
Haven Newspaper Guild (CIO). 

Finding recommends that dailies 
cease interfering with employes in 
regard to union activities; that they 
stop discriminating in regard to hire 
or tenure of employment; that 
Gladys M. Solomon, Register Sunday 
feature writer and book reviewer, 
have her by-line restored, also that 
she be paid approximately $475, an 
amount representing a salary raise 
subsequently withdrawn, 

Register’s contention was that 
Miss Solomon’s by-line was removed 
\.hen it was learned that she had 
appropriated sections of New York 
Times book reviews and had used 
them as her own in book reviews 
signed by her. This point was ad- 
mitted in the trial examiner’s find- 
ing. Paper claimed the salary raise 
was only temporary, for extra work 
during absence of her superior. 

Counsel for sheets will file excep- 
tion to finding with NLRB in Wash- 
ington. 





ABC Censures Liberty 


Slap on the wrist was admin- 
ministered by the Audit Bureau of 
Circulations last week to True 
Story and Liberty (also the latter’s 
Canadian edition) for ‘fraudulent 
circulation practices.” Inasmuch, 
however, as the new officers of the 
publications had no part in these 
practices, cooperated fully with the 
bureau and made refunds to adver- 
tisers, ABC bulletin stated, punish- 
ment has been limited to censure 
and the mags will not be tossed out 
of the Audit Bureau. 

ABC also ordered special audits 
made and published at expense of 
the publishers for six-month period 
ending June 30, 1941. It found that 
circulation statements filed by the 
mags under dates of April 29, 1940, 
Aug. 1, 1940, and Oct. 23, 1941, ‘con- 
tained untrue statements of circu- 
lation and falsely represented the 
net paid circulation.’ 





J. P. Lewis Running PM 


John P. Lewis was placed in com- 
plete charge of PM last week by 
Ralph Ingersoll immediately before 
the departure of the New York 
daily’s publisher and editor for 
China and Moscow. Lewis, who had 
been assistant managing editor from 
the time he joined PM more than a 
year before its inception, was upped 
to the title of managing editor. He's 
a former m.e. of NEA and of the 
Buffalo Times. 

Ingersoll is uncertain how long he 
will be away. He hopes, however, 
to be back by September. He plans 
to interview Chiang-Kai-Shek and 
then to proceed to Russia. Erskine 
Caldwell is now acting as PM’s cor- 
respondent in Moscow, but it is un- 
certain how long he will remain. It 
depends in part on assignments of 
his wife, Margaret Bourke-White, 
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H. Allen Smith’s Future 


H. Allen Smith, whose book, ‘Low 
Man on a Totem Pole,’ was recently 
published, started on an indefinite 
leave of absence this week from 
his feature-rewrite post at the New 
York World-Telegram. He'll do some 
sample columns for United Features 
syndicate during his absence from 
the daily, resigning completely if 
the column clicks with editors to 
whom UF submits it. 

Smith is also writing a play in 
collaboration with James Street, au- 
thor of ‘Oh Promised Land’ and 
other novels. He likewise has a 
couple offers from Hollywood since 
the sock made by ‘Totem Pole’ and 
his agent, Harold Matson, is now 
talking price. 





Thoda Cocroft’s Book 

Thoda Cocroft, vet p.a., just closed 
at the Curran, San Francisco, where 
she handled the operetta season, and 
now back to the Erlanger, Chicago, 
gave considerable west coast im- 
petus to her new book, ‘Great 
Names, and How They Are Made’ 
(Dartnell; $3), via personals on lec- 
ture platforms and the like. 

Miss Cocroft’s closeup of ‘Great 
Names’ whom she has publicized, 
and with whom she is otherwise fa- 
miliar, is an intimate study of famed 
stage personalities from a ‘backstage’ 
perspective that makes this an un- 





usual book for the general laiety, 
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plus its general professional ap- 
peal. 





Military Front Page Helps 


Long Branch (N. J.) Record has 
piled on quite a bit of circulation at 
nearby Fort Monmouth by putting 
out a special edition for the camp 
each Wednesday. Sheet switches 
its regular page one t» the second 
page for the special and gives the 
front page over to news of the can. 
tonment. It also carries a couple of 
inside pages of Monmouth items. 

News on the camp pages is prin. 
cipally gathered and edited by the 
public Relations Office, headed by 
Lieut. W. R. Evans, formerly ag 
member of the New York publishiig 
firm of Carrick and Evans. 





135 Pages of Spanish Rice 


Writer Elliot Paul, whose book, 
‘Intoxication Made Easy,’ is to be 
published shortly, devotes 135 pages 
of the volume (which is about twice 
that long) to a recipe for Spanish 
rice. To test him out on it, his pub- 
lishers (Modern Age), agents (Wil- 
liam Morris) and all those connected 
with it are hiring a hotel suite with 
a kitchen and having hinr rustle up 
concoction for them 

Despite the ‘ome’s title, like Paul’s 
other book, it is a serious work. It 
is being illustrated by Luis Quin- 
tanilla. 





Friday’s Fiscal Problems 


Friday magazine, which recently 
slipped from a weekly to a bi-week- 
ly, goes to a monthly with the cur- 
rent issue. Mag has achieved a cir- 
culation of 300,000, but its policy has 
prevented it from obtaining adver- 
tising commensurate with its sales, 
and it has been a heavy coin-chewer. 

Publisher Dan Gillmor’s wealthy 
family has footed the notes so far, 
but the mag is now asking financial 
contributions. It’s very frank about 
the whole thing, printing a horror 
picture of Rumanian dead in the 
front and suggesting that Friday 
may soon be equally lifeless unless 
aid is forthcoming. 





Conan Doyle Estate’s Suit 

The estate of Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle plans shortly to bring action 
in N. Y. supreme court against the 
Golden West Brewing Co. Charges 
are that the Brewing company 
wrongfully used ‘Sherlock Holmes’ 
material in connection with adver- 
tising. 

Fitelson & Mayers represents the 
plaintiff. 





LITERATI OBITS 

Edith DeWitt Cherrington, 46, 
writer of poetry, died July 9 in Pasa- 
dena. 

Mrs. Laura Cromer Hemmingway, 
Charleston (S. C.) News and Cours 
ier feature writer, died July 8 after 
| brief illness. 

R. M. Struble, 62, former editor of 
the Sandusky (O.) Star-Journal, 
died July 12. 








CHATTER 
Lowell Brentano in Hollywood. 
H. T. McIntosh, editor, Albany 
(Ga.) Herold, main speaker at cere- 
monies dedicating WALB, paper's 


H. C. Hiller, former advertising 
manager, Macon (Ga.) News and 
Telegraph, joins Columbia (S. C.) 
State as advertising manager. 

Stuart Cloete has finished work in 
Florida on ‘Hill of Doves,’ third in 
his ‘Turning Wheels Trilogy’ being 
published by Houghton-Mifflin. 

Mayme Ober Peake pinch-hitting 
as Hollywood columnist for Sheila 
Graham, who has left for England te 
represent NANA for two months 

Complete works of the late Sher- 
wood Anderson will be given to the 
Clyde (O.) Public Library by his 
widow. Clyde was the boyhood 
home of the author. 

C. C. Ligon, former Spartanburg 
(S. C.) Herald city editor and St 
Petersburg (Fla.) Independent wire 
editor, named executive editor, An- 
derson (S. C.) Independent-Tribune, 
morning and Sunday, and Anderson 
Daily Mail, evening. 

Sumter (S. C.) Daily Item has 
started construction of large new 
plant to house news, photographic 
and business departments, also new 
press building. Established 47 years 
ago, Item is combined with Watch- 
man and Southern, founded in 1850. 

Zipp Newman, sports editor, Bir- 
mingham (Ala.) .News, reelected 
president, Southern Association 
Baseball Writers. Other 1941-42 of- 
ficers are Bill Keefe, New Orleans 
Times-Picayune, v. p. and Bob Phil- 
lips, Birmingham Age-Herald, secre- 





tary-treasurer, 
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Broadway 





Kitty Doner resting from Roxy 
dance production duties. 

Kurt Weill and John Latouche 
mulling a legit musical collaboration 
idea. 

Jean Dale at Old Lyme, Conn., to 
do mag stories already commis- 
sioned. 

Clifford C. Fischer and Lee Shu- 
bert may produce a Broadway musi- 
cal jointly this fall. 


Rose Alexander, assistant in 
RKO’s h.o. story department, has re- 
signed to give more time to wifely 
duties. 

Ed and Polly East vacationing on 
their No. 2 farm (Dutchess county). 
Not to be confused with their No. 1 
estate (Manhasset). 

May Johnson returned from her 
vacation last week to find her apart- 
ment looted by burglars. She’s 
MCA’s nitery booker. 

Bill Kostka, NBC press chief, back 
from vacation. His aide, Bill Miller, 
recuperating on Jersey farm from 
recent hospitalization. 

Maurice Morton, who shifted to 
the William Morris radio depart- 
ment in Hollywood last winter, back 
in town for a two-week stay. 

Max Milder, W managing di- 
rector in Britain, delayed a week or 
10 days in Clipper hop-off for Lon- 
don. Difficulty in getting space on 
plane. 

H. William Fitelson planed for 
Florida Thursday (10) for a week’s 
business trip, and on Wednesday (9) 
Bertram Mayers, his law partner, 
planed for Hollywood. 

‘Any Bonds Today?’, Irving Ber- 
lin’s song written at the request of 
the Treasury Department, is now 
part of the ‘Hellzapoppin’ score. The 
Charioteers sing the number. 

Billy Stein, MCA v.p., now re- 
cuperating at the Charlie Millers’ 
Tarrytown estate, was  surprise- 
birthdayed last week. J. C. Stein, 
MCA prez, was in town to attend. 

Paul Draper and his bride, the 
former Heidi Vo: -eler whom he mar- 
ried in Rio, arrived on the S. S. Ar- 
gentina from South America Mon- 
day (14). He may go to Saratoga in 
August. 

Mort Blurneastock moved up two 
in his Warner ad-publicity setup in 
the east. Bill Berns goes from gen- 
eral publicity to radio contact, and 
Mort Brill becomes assistant to Lee 
Blumberg in the theatre division. 

Joe Hummel, assistant to Robert 
Schless in Warners foreign depart- 
ment, heading back to U.S. after 
swing through South America and 
Central America which so far has 
included Brazil and Trinidad. Will 
stop off in Puerto Rico on way back. 


Tonight (Wednesday) The Cru- 
saders will sponsor a_ testimonial 
dinner in honor of W. C. Handy, 


celebrating recent publication of his 
autobiography, ‘Father of the Blues’ 
(Macmillan), at the Port Arthur res- 
taurant in Chinatown. 

Helen Strauss, assistant eastern 
story editor of Paramount, doing a 
book, ‘Full Measure of Devotion,’ for 
Dial Press. Evelyn Hoch, another 
assistant on Par’s editorial staff, re- 
cently completed an original now be- 
ing considered by the studio. 

John Byram, Par’s ys" y depart- 





| Paris 


ment chieftain: Paul Na n, his as- 
sistant; Tommy Ratcliff of Metro, | 
Phyliss Blum, of RKO, _2»d Elihu | 


Winer, of Universal, are among the 
story Booners off to New England 
this week to catch a flock of straw- 
hat tryouts. 


Atlantic City 


By Mildred Carter 





imation 
Atlantic City concert Aug. 16 at Con- 
vention Hall. 

Frank Elliott (Elliott’s Steel Pier 
Minstrels) under doctor’s care few 
days last week for sinus. 

Charles Kemper, appearing with 
George White’s ‘Scandals’ unit, is 
leading comedian with Globe burlesk 
show here. 

Ciro Rimac’s orch completed two- 
week engagement in Round-the- 
World Room of President hotel 
Thursday (17). 


Washington Debs, all-girl band on 
Hamid’s Pier, as drummer. 

Joe Moss has inaugurated ‘Star 
Night’ at Bath and Turf Club on 


Wednesdays and rhumba contests On | yy 


Sunday in addition to regular bill. 


William Connor, of New York, | pall. 


manager of Sarah Bernhardt until 
her death, renewing old friendships 
during stay at Shelburne hotel here. 

Joseph Nowlan, eight-year-old son 
of late Philip F. Nowlan, creator of 
Buck Rogers cartoon strip, was 
drowned here Wednesday (7) while 
Visiting his aunt. 

Ina Rae Hutton’s orch and Bea 
Wain head Hamid’s Pier show for 
next week. Dick Rogers’ band ended 
week’s stay Saturday (12) and was 
followed by Gray Gordon. 

Mrs. George Hamid is chairman of 
Penny Drive of the National Show- 
man’s Association, Ladies’ Auxiliary, 
for benefit of summer recreational 
and Christmas needs of orphans. 

Adrian Rollini’s Trio playing 
Round-the-World Room of Presi- 
dent hotel during early evening and 
then playing at Brigantine hotel 


| 
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Rae Scott, 17-year-old socialite of | for ensemble of : 


Arlington; Va., joined Sylvia and her | 67+ Bourget. 


Treasure Island Room, across bay, 
for supper and dancing. 

Abbott and Costello, who began 
career here, signed up for eight-day 
engagement at Steel Pier beginning 
Aug. 22.' Andrew Sisters head 
‘Shoulder Arms’ revue skedded next 
week in Music Hall. Tommy Dorsey 
plays Saturday and Sunday (19 and 
20). 

Carl Bickel, of Scripps-Howard 
newspaper chain, and Mrs. Bickel 
visiting as guests of Samuel W. 
Gumpertz, general manager of 
Hamid’s Pier, at Ambassador hotel. 
Bickel, formerly president of the 
United Press, was honored guest at 
cocktail party given by George A. 
Hamid at his pier residence. 

Bennett E. Tousley, former man- 
ager of Traymore hotel, took over 
duties as manager of Ambassador 
beachfrontery on Thursday (10), 
succeeding William Hamilton, who 
had been in charge for 11 years. 
Tousley, formerly president of the 
N. J. State Hotelmen’s Association, 
is member of executive council of 
American Hotel Association. 





Paris 


It’s denied that Paris Opera will 
go to Berlin. 

June 4-10 set aside as Cinema Week 
in Free France. 


Henri Cochet has 
covering all sports. 


Louis Delamarre named adminis- 
trator of the Odeon. 


Rene Birabeau’s ‘Dessarrori’ to be 
given at the Rochefort. 

Edwige Feuillere to head ‘Zaza’ at 
Hebertot theatre, Paris. 

Eugene Larcher, director of Bouffes 
Parisiens, died in Paris. 

Oeuvre theatre, Paris, to stage 
Closson’s ‘Le Faux Jour.’ 

Operetta ‘Sacha’ to be next show 
at the Nouveautes in Paris. 

Jean Giono’s ‘Le Bout dé la Route’ 
playing at the Noctambules. 

Pierre Duvivier” plans to do a 
series of Documentary picts. 

Playwright Robert Beuvais and ac- 
tress Gisele Parry wedding. 

French writer, Guy de Pourtales, 
57, died at Berne after long illness. 

Paul Reboux just completed book, 
‘Lizt ou Les Amours Romantiques.’ 

Claude Andre Puget writing four- 
act play, ‘Don Jan Tenorio,’ at Nice. 

Lisa Duncan made reappearance 
on stage in dance recital at the Aris. 

Creoner Charles Terent signed to 
go on road with Bouglione Brothers’ 
circus. 

Open air shows to be staged at 
Roland Garros Stadium, in Bois de 
Boulogne. First will be ‘Eschyles,’ 

Comedie de Champs Elysee to un- 
shutter with play by Bertheau and 
Semiser. 

Roger Ferdinand’s ‘Foire Aux Sen- 
timents’ opened at Theatre Saint 
Georges. 

Jean Chevalier, professor of law at 





written book 


| Grenoble, named director of sports 


in Vichy. 

Prix Merimee given to Chantal de 
Gusthary for novel, ‘Les Possedes 
d’Aragon.’ 

Tino Rossi and wife, 
Paris, appeared in 
shows there. 

Jean Worms to have top role in 
‘Arsene Lupin’ opening at the 
Edouard VII, Paris. 

Ravei’s ‘Bolero’ last creation of the 
Opera season, with chore- 
ography by Serge Lifar. 

Body of Julien Vervaecke, noted 
Belgian cyclist, found. He 
killed in action during war. 

‘Madame Capet,’ with Cecil Sorel 
in the role of Marie Antoinette, suc- 
ceeds ‘La Femme Nue’ at the Gym- 
nase. 

Julien Bertheau and Georges Si- 

have written ‘Le Grand 
* which is set for early stag- 
ing in Paris. 

c 


returned to 
several charity 


best plays and musical dramas of 
5,000 francs each. 

Raimu will head show in Septem- 
ber at the Bouffes Parisiens. It will 
be operetta, ‘Cigaron,’ already 


| screened by Marcel Pagnol. 


Robert Trebor, resigned president 
of the Paris Theatrical Directors .As- 
sociation, named by Darian 
pervise all charity galas. 

French Academy awarded Grand 


| Steel,’ 





was | 


| 
| 
| 


London 


Morris Harvey, vet actor, in bank- 
ruptcy. 

Edward Chapman has joined the 
Royal Air Force. 

Canon Freshwater’s wife over very 
serious operation and now on road 
to recovery. 

Henry Sherek, who was aide de 
camp to a general, has been trans- 
ferred to the Intelligence corps. 

Frances Day has bought the Wol- 
sey Towers (Wyancliffe Towers) in 
Esher to use as private sanctuary. 

Oscar Deutsch to Cornwall to re- 
cuperate after his serious operations. 


Expects to return to work in six 
weeks. 
An Australian newcomer, Helen 


Barnes, plays femme lead in the re- 
vival of ‘Me and My Girl’ at the 
Coliseum. 

Maurice Ostrer in hubbub with 
Bud Flanagan (and Allen) on picture 
deal, in which he wants to give them 
solo starring. 

Peggy Ashcroft presented hubby 
with a baby daughter. She was for- 
merly married to Komisarjevsky, the 
film producer. 

Mrs. Alan Grogan, sister of Chris- 
topher Mann, recently out of a sana- 
torium, where she had been confined 
for three years. 

There’s talk of the revival of Sir 
James Barrie’s ‘What Every Woman 
Knows,’ last done in the West End 
some seven years ago. 

Warners’ next picture, ‘Flying 
Fortress,’ will be directed by Walter 
Forde as result of his recent effort, 
‘Atlantic Ferry,’ for same firm. 


Quaglino’s restaurant, consistent 
profit bearer since its opening some 
six years ago, has lost $800 in last 
year. Profit year before was over 
$100,000. 

Harry Welchman, once notable 
musical comedy star in the West 
End, makes his debut in films for 
British National Films in ‘The Com- 
mon Touch.’ 

Phyllis Calvert, hailed as a dis- 
covery in the filmization of ‘Kipps,’ 
wed actor Peter Murray Hill at a 
Chelsea church June 14. Groom now 
in the police force. 

Gainsborough-20th-Fox’s ‘Pitt the 
Younger,’ starring Robert Donat, be- 
ing held up due to script, being 
written by Lord Castlerosse, not yet 
completed. Immiment shooting now 
likely. 

Walter W. Ellis’ play, ‘Actresses 
Will Happen,’ currently at the 
Apollo, London, has been tried out 
twice in the sticks. Once as ‘Shoot- 
ing Stars’ and then as ‘Didn’t Want 
to Do It.’ 

Mrs. Leslie Hiscott is production 
manager for her husband, who's di- 
recting ‘The Seventh Survivor’ for 
Shaftesbury Productions at Tedding- 
ton. It stars John Stuart, Austin 
Trevor and Linden Travers. 

Barbara Mullen, who recently 
completed ‘Jeannie’ for Marcel Hell- 
man, has turned down offer to co- 
star with Wilfrid Lawson in ‘Hard 
which Norman Walker is pro- 
ducing for the Norman Walker Pro- 
ductions. 

Richard Norton’s deal with Sam 
Eckman, head of Metro in Britain, 
is for two films; one would sitar Ben 
Lyon (if he’s available) and Judy 
Campbell, with story by Emeric 
Pressburger, 
last year. 

Leigh Stafford, American, and 
Mediock and Marlowe, local act, join 
‘Applesauce,’ the Palladium revue, 
replacing the Dolinoffs and Raya 


which Metro acquired | 


} 


| sisters, who were compelled to fulfill | irde 
|an old contract they had with Jack | 8€n. of the National Theatrical Fed- 


, ciety of Dramatic Authors and | 
RT OR IN. He 


See 


‘based on English author’s 


Taylor for Blackpool. 


Pip ASR Soh 
ists, is producer, in collaboration 
with J. B. Priestley, of colored short, 
famous 


| radio feature, ‘Postscript,’ which Sam 
| Eckman is buying for Metro’s Ameri- 


ican release. 
‘in author's 


to su- 


Prix de Literature to Gabriel Faure | 
' a | capacity for Warners. Dorothy Head, 
| formerly assistant to Miss White, has 


historical and 
travel works and novel prize to Rob- 


| become casting 


Mistinguett back in Paris for fort- | 
| night to arrange for an autumn ap- 
pearance either at Casino or Folies. | 


To appear in musicale in 
arseilles. 

Andre Luguet has gone into music 
Appears shortly in a George 
Charley Revue with Monique Rol- 
land as leading lady. Paris theatre 
not yet selected. 

First operetta to be created since 
Armistice opened at the Optimistes, 
Paris, under name of ‘La Tendre 
Alyne,’ with libretto by Michael 
Carre, music by Jean Berthomieu. 

Andre Gide. who was to give a 
lecture at Nice on poet Henri 
Michau. gave it up after receiving a 
threatening letter. Gide explained 
that this was not the moment for 
discord among Frenchmen, so gave 
up the lecture. 

Most successful revue in Paris is 
at the ABC wiih the Chesterfields 
(Gilles Margaritis end Roger Caccia) 
appearing as topliners. In same 
show is acrobat singer Odette Mou- 


shortly 


lin, the Pierrotys. Bob Harley | 


Quintette Swing Crolla. 





Eckman also interesied 
best-seller, ‘Wonder 
Hero.’ 
Betty White, casting director for 
Gaumont-British, has been replaced 
by Weston Drury, formerly in same 


director for Gains- 
borough Films, subsidiary of GB, 
which goes over to its Islington stu- 
dios, vacated since the war, with the 
shooting of ‘Hi Gang,’ this month. 


Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By Jehn Bartholomew 








Bill Tilden a visitor. ; 
Blue Barron at Dorney’s. 
Orrin Tucker hereabouts. 


Grand theatre started summer 
Sunday midnight shows. 

Tommy Cullen’s orch in second 
season at Rock View, Montague, 


7 A 

Hal Longenbach presides at the 
Hammond in Saylor’s Lake Tavern, 
Savlorsburg. 

Pocono Manor Inn, Pecono Manor, 
has Boies Whitcomb Ensemble in 
Main Lounge. 

The Philadelphia Trio returned 
for the summer season to The Inn at 
Buck Hill Falls. 

Laurel 


Don Luckenbill and his 


red Zelnick, former Germen. di- | 
5 es he Rhee Ne he th ok, Oe hee! 








Villa Collegians at Laurel Villa 
Casino, Milford, Pa. 

Harry James orch at Saylor’s Lake 
Pavilion tonight (16). Lou Breese 
follows Saturday (19). 

George Sebastian conducted the 
Scranton Philharmonic orch concert 
in the auditorium of The Inn at 
Buck Hill Falls. 

Ravelli’'s at Mountainhome fea- 
tures the Patrini Trio for nightly 
dancing plus the Mountaineers for 
square dancing. 

Wyckoff dept. store advertising 
for talent for its Saturday a.m. 
variety hour, which etherizes via 
WSAN, Allentown. 

Fred Waring presented some of his 
Pennsylvanians in a British War 
Relief program at Buckwood Inn, 
Shawnee - on - Delaware. Admission 
was $2.50. 

Karl Emerson Williams 
currently offering ‘Simon 
Peter’ 
Pocono Pines. ‘Hello Spring’ sched- 
uled to follow on Fridav (18). 

Don Ray, bandleader at Buckwood 
Inn, Shawnee-on-Delaware (William 
Henry Grumbles to his Miami Se- 
lective Service Board), inducted into 
oo Army and sent to Fort Meade, 


Players 
Called 





Bucks County, Pa. 


Katharine Locke placing her 
Ringoes, N. J., farm on the block. 

Sam and Bella Spewack turned 
down writing contract from Holly- 
wood to remain rest of summer at 
their local farm. 


Mabel Hill Souvaine, editor of 
Woman’s Day, left her home at 
Solebury, Pa., to vacation in Beverly 
Hills. Back next month. 


Joseph McGoldrick, N. Y. C. comp- 
troller, deserting his New Hope 
manse for city this season. Too busy 
with forthcoming election. 


Julian Gardy, drama editor of 
Buck County Times, acting in ‘Rain’ 
this week at Nat Burns’ Yardley, Pa., 
Playhouse, starring Josephine Dunn. 


Halsey Rains, of Metro press de- 
partment, weekending at his Er- 
winna, Pa., shack. Ditto Herald Trib 
artist Ben Soloway, who is dabbling 
with a vegetable patch. 


Lawrence Davies, Philly head of 
N. Y. Times bureau, leaving to take 
over San Francisco office of Times. 
Walter W. Ruch, formerly of In- 
quirer, succeeding in Philly. 

Don Walker, the arranger, work- 
ing on soap company musical pro- 
gram Saturday, WEAF, 10:30 am., 
from his New Hope farm, where he 
and father are in chicken business. 

Moss Hart in Dennis, Mass., play- 
ing at Cape Playhouse. Due back 
Monday (21) to rehearse for ‘Man 
Who Came to Dinner’ with George 
S. Kaufman and Harpo Marx at 
Piayhouse here, opening July 28. 


Finis Farr, Joe Bryan, ITI, Arlene 
Francis, Sam Taylor, Clifford Gold- 
smith, the S. J. Perelmans caught 
‘Good Fairy’ at Playhouse last week. 
Nina Hill, p.a. Dill Doll’s wife, mak- 
ing Playhouse acting debut this 
week in ‘Golden Boy,’ starring Hume 
Cronyn and Haila Stoddard. Bell 
Bendix, here to act in ‘Boy’ and 
‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ leaves for Coast 
July 27 to act for M-G in ‘Return of 
the Thin Man.’ 








Mexico City 


By Douglas L. Grahame 


Pianist Sergio Golguarts perform- 
ing at radio station XEW. 
Eva Bohr, Argentine actress, 
applied for Mexican citizenship. 
Manuel Cardenas 


has 
is the new 


eration. 
Francisco Elias, Spanish pie di- 


after four months of matrimony. 


Arturo de Cordoba, pic star, anda 
Catalina D’Erzell, dramatist-novel- 


| ist, writing a script, ‘Carmen,’ which 


| 
| 


Filmex is to produce in the fall. 
Miguel N. Lira banqueted by the 


| Theatrical Authors Union as homage 
| to the success of his comedy, ‘Linda’ 


(‘Nifty’), current at the Teatro Fa- | 


bregas 

Andres Falgas’ 
tra of 10, which was a smash here 
and revived the tango, has disbanded. 
Five of the boys went home. The 
others are staying here. Falgas is 
among the stayers. 


Miguel Contreras Torres and Jesus 


| Grovas have an invited gallery for 


ithe filming of ‘Simon Bolivar.’ film 





biog of the Venezuelan George 
Washington. at CLASA studios. First 
gallery of the kind in Mexico. 

Mexican regional music is being 
studied on the ground by E. H. Ca- 
hill. president of the American Fed- 
eration of Music Clubs. He is here 
from Los Angeles and is being given 
full facilities by the Mexican gov- 
ernment. 

Follies Bergere. revue house. to 
close down soon for repairs, at the 
request of its star comic, Cantinflas, 
tramp comedian. He insisted upon 
a revamped show window. He is 
skedded tn open at the Follies about 
Christmas. 

This town publishes 19% news- 
papers, reviews and magazines, in- 
cluding two in Enelish, two in He- 
brew. one in French, ane in German, 
one in Esperanto and three in Chi- 
nese. All are well supported. The 
town also has 50 public libraries. 


in the Lutherland Casino, | 


Argentine orches- | 


Hollywood 


Everett Riskin laid up at home 
with flu. 

William Porter joined RKO pub- 
licity staff. 

Duncan Renaldo got his final citi- 
zenship papers. 

Pill Danziger. newlywed, to domi- 
| cile at Westport. 
| Richard Arlen wound up his 17th 
| picture in two years. 
| Many New Yorkers concede that 
| they miss the World’s Fair. 

Irving Engel, treasurer of Winter 
Garden, lost his mother last week. 
| Vincent Mahoney on sick leave 
| from his Universal publicity chores. 
| Mike Goldreyer called the perma- 
;ment press agent—‘Tobacco Road,’ 


etc. 
| Martha Raye laid up with flu 
| while ‘Helizapoppin’ shoots around 








| her. 

Jonie Taps, v.p. of Shapiro-Bern- 
stein, in town as guest of Abe Ly- 
man. 

J. J. Nolan was honor guest at a 
oe dinner after 21 years at 


John O’Connor arrived from New 
York for studio conferences at Uni- 
versal. 


William Brighton returned to the 





George Volck agency after six 
months. 
Lillian Roth obtained an annui- 


;ment of her marriage 
Weiner. 

Mack Gordon whittled off 100 
| pounds with a new diet and is down 
| to 222. 

Edward G. Robinson's stand-in, 
| Dick Lamar, celebrated his 33d year 
in films. 

Jesse Lasky reyistered his 200th 
round trip between New York and 
Hollywood. 

Howard Hawks to New Orleans to 
buy Louisiana antiques for his Cali- 
fornia home. ; 

Milt Howe checked out of 20th- 
Fox publicity for a vacation before 
joining RKO. 

Jim Tully writing another book, 
by arrangement with Max Perkins 
of Scribner’s. 

Betty Jaynes, film singer, filed suit 
for divorce against Douglas McPhail, 
screen player. 

Frank Nugent returned from a six- 
week prowl of Broadway to resume 
picture writing. 

Margo sued Francis Lederer, her 
former husband, for $12,822 on a 
promissory note. 

Humphrey Bogart turned over his 
motor cruiser to the U. S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary. 

Jack Crosby moved into the Hal 
Roach studio as dance director un- 
der LeRoy Prinz. 

Jane Barclay, RKO contractee, 
ehanged her name to Mary Douglas 
for western films. 

Nan Cochrane taking a fortnight 
vacation from her chores as chief of 
the RKO reading staff. 

Jeffrey Lynn drew .. draft defer- 
ment under the new ruling on se- 
lectees of 28 and over. 

Ben Piazza’s daughter Rita has one 
of the leads at the Pasadena Play- 
house in ‘Dinner at Eight.’ 

Jack Otterson taking time off from 
his Universal art directorship to put 
on an exhibition of his watercolors. 

James Ellison bought 150-acre 
ranch in Red Rock canyon, within 
commuting distance from the studios. 

Business anc Professional Women's 
Club handed David Hempstead an 
;award for his production of ‘Kitty 
Foyle.’ 

Jack Roper, Art Lasky and AI! 
Hill, former prizefighters, are work- 
|} ing in the W. C. Fields picture, ‘The 
| Great Man.’ 

Charles Mayer in town to report 
on conditions in the Dutch East In- 
| dies, where he is managing director 
for 20th-Fox. 


to Eugene 








sec. | 


| Westport, Conn. 
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| Claiborne Foster here. 

| Tilly Losch a guest of the Jack 
Wilsons. 

| Herbert Jacoby’s rustic Ruban 


| Bleu catching on. 
| Virginia Dunning on vacation from 
| ‘Life with Father.’ 


Gilbert Miller’s new home at New- 
|town nearing completion. 
Helen Olheim sailing (15) to fill 


| South American opera dates. 

Dorie Jarmel, concert pa., here to 
| see Mr. and Mrs. Fritz Reiner. 
| Grace Moore and Valentin Parera 
|observing 10th wedding anniversary 


} (15). 
Eleanor French, socialite singer, 
back from engagements at Drake 


| hotel, Chicago, and Chise hotel, St. 
| Louis. 

Katharine Hepburn here for @ 
couple of days with the Lawrence 
Langners. 

The Judson Creens hosting for the 
Richard Rodgerses, who are at their 
new home here. 

Ilka Chase in to plan broadcast of 
her radio program from stage of 
Country Playhouse. 

Hilda Burke and Desire DeFrere 
weekending with the Wilfred Pelie- 
tiers (Rose Bampton). 

‘La Belle Helene’ (‘Helene’) did so 
well at Country Playhouse extra 
matinee was added Saturday (12). 

Lee Shubert, Alime Bernstein. Clif- 
ton Webb, Mrs. Harrison Williams, 
Fannie Hurst, Fania Marinoff, Carl 
Van Vechten, Edna Ferber, Dorothy 
Maynor, Norman Pincus, Andre 
Kostelanetz and A. L. Berman caught 
‘La Belle Helene.’ 





























Se ee 


as arte 











p ncoeictcinaiiealea soe as 





foes 





aes be ss 


eet Eetercer 


raed rey 


tee 





VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 16, 1941 





OBITUARIES 





SAMUEL A. SCRIBNER 
Samuel Alexander Scribner, 82, 
died July 8 at his home in Bronx- 
ville, N. Y. 
Further details in the vaudeville 
section. 





HUNTLEY WRIGHT 


Huntley Wright, 71, veteran Brit- 
ish actor who apeared in scores of 
plays and musical comedies, died of 
a heart attack July 10 at Bangor, 
Wales. During the past five years 
he had often acted in radio dramas. 

A member of a noted theatrical 
family, Wright was born in London 
the son of Frederick Wright, a man- 
ager and actor, and Jessie F. Wright, 
an actress. Several of his brothers 
and sisters were also connected with 
the theatre. 

After making his professional de- 
bui in ‘Fate and Fortune’ at the 
Princess theatre, London, in 1891, 
Wright toured with several road 
companies and in 1896 went to South 
Africa where he apeared under the 
management of George Edwardes. 
He came to America in 1907 and had 
a role in ‘The Dairymaids,’ which 
ran at the old Criterion, N. Y., in 
that year. 

Upon returning to London, Wright 
was active in both legit and musical 
comedy until the World War , when 
he left the theatre to join the army. 
He held a captain’s commission when 
discharged in 1919. Among the plays 
in which he appeared since the war 
were “Too Young to Marry,’ ‘Madame 
Pompadour’ and ‘The Miracle at 
Verdun.’ In recent years he played 
in one film, ‘Look Up and Laugh.’ 





WARREN L. TRAVIS 

Warren L. Travis, 66, professional 
strong man who had been a weight 
lifter at Coney Island, N. Y., for the 
past 20 years, died at the resort July 
13 shortly after he finished his final 
Saturday performance ffor the 
World’s Circus Sideshows. 

Travis, who first became a per- 
former at the old Hubert’s Museum 
on 14th St., N. Y., had also appeared 


IN MEMORY OF 


THE MINER BOYS 


TOM — ED — GEORGE 
Barney and Gertrude Gerard 





with the John G. Robinson and 
Ringling circuses. In the days when 
Theodore Roosevelt was police com- 
missioner of New York, Travis was 
one of the department’s physical in- 
structors. 

Among the many feats of strength 
Travis accomplished regularly was 
raising a 1,000-pound cannon, He 
tipped the scales at 220 and was five 
feet eight inches tall. Early in his 
career he was reported to have 
hoisted a platform supporting an up- 
right piano and a team of horses. He 
claimed to have eclipsed the weight- 
lifting records of other strong men 
such as Sandow and Arthur Saxon. 





FRANK COOLEY 


Frank Lucius Cooley, 71, former.| 


~eptage” prayé?t “dnd piuncer of pictures, 
died July 6 in Hollywood. As a 
member of the old Keystone Com- 
pany he played in Charlie Chaplin’s 
films and appeared with Mabel Nor- 
mand, Ford Sterling, Charles Mur- 
ray, Hank Mann and other comics 
of that period. Later he joined the 


American Film Co., Santa Barbara, composer of oldtime tunes such as 


as actor-director. 


In his directorial career Cooley 


piloted starrers for Harry Pollard 


Irving Cummings and Alma Rubens 
As a 


quently played leads 
repertoire company, with his wife 
Gladys Kingsbury, as leading lady. 


In his youth Cooley was champion 
sprinter of the Pacific Coast and was 
best amateur 
by James J. Corbett, then 


called the 
boxer 


heavyweight champion. 


world’s 


Surviving are his widow, a daugh- 


ter, two brothers and 4 sister. 





IRVINE J. KITTINGER, SR. 

Irvine J. Kittinger, Sr., 66, pioneer 
radio executive and former head of 
Buffalo Broadcasting Corp., which 
operates WGR and WKBW, died 
July 12 in Buffalo after an eight- 
week illness. 

Kittinger, head of a Buffalo furni- 
ture firm which bears his name, be- 
came interested in radio in the early 
1920’s and aided in welding Buffalo’s 
then four stations into one group 
for, he pointed out, ‘more efficient 
station operation and a consistently 


high standard of programs, He 
headed corporation until six years 
ago when illness forced him to with- 
draw. 

He’s survived by widow, two sons 
and a daughter. 


ARNO ERDRICH 

Arno Erdrich, 38, former musician, 
who gave up musical career with 
Rudy Vallee’s orchestra to take up 
law, died July 8 in Cleveland from 
a hemorrhage. 

Erdrich, a native of Bellevue, O., 
became leader of campus Scarlet 
Mask band while attending Ohio 
State U. After getting his law de- 
gree at Yale, he joined Vallee’s Con- 
necticut Yankees and played sax 
with them for several years. De- 
cided to quit music in 1929 and be- 
came a member of law firm of Jones, 
Day, Cockley & Reavis in Cleve- 
| land. 





PHILIPPE GAUBERT 


Philippe Gaubert, 62, composer 
and long director of the Paris Opera, 
died recently in Paris according to 
advices reaching Vichy July 9. 

Born in Cahors, France, in 1879, 
Gaubert received his early musical 
training at the Paris Conservatory 
and eventually was named conduc- 
tor of the Conservatory concerts in 
1919. An accomplished flutist, he 
had composed several symphonic 
poems, a sonata for flute and piano 
and an orchestral rhapsody. He 
served in World War I and was dec- 
orated with the Croix de Guerre. 





ALICE CARMAN 


Alice Carman, 39, former mu- 
sicomedy, vaude and burley singer, 
died at the Will Rogers hospital, 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., July 10, after 
a long illness. She had been an in- 
mate of the NVA and Will Rogers’ 
sanatoriums for 16 years. 
| During her heyday Miss Carman 
had been a feature in musical com- 
edy and burlesque, and played the 
top vaudeville circuits as Carman 
and Wallace, Gilroy and Carman and 
Alice Carman and her Bluebirds. 








‘JELLY ROLL’ MORTON 

Ferdinand ‘Jelly Roll’ Morton, 51, 
known for years on Tin Pan Alley 
as a composer of popular songs, died 
July 10 in the General hospital, Los 
|Angeles,. He had moved to Cali- 
fornia two months ago. 

Most widely heard of his compo- 
sitions was ‘Jelly Roll Blues.’ Among 
his numerous other tunes are ‘Mama 
Mita’ and ‘The Wolverine Blues.’ 

Surviving are his widow and two 
| sisters. 


THEO LINDENBERG 


stage 





Theodore Lindenberg, Columbus 
theatre operator and inventor, died 
July 8 in that city. 

Held patents on the revolutionary 
Lindenberg sound and _ projection 
equipment, used in his duo-audito- 
rium Bexley theatre. 
wife, son and daughter. 


NORMAN ALLEN 


Norman Allen, 27, Vancouver pi- } 


anist, drowned at B~-ven Island, B. 
C,, DULY le ee Basse: 
cert pianist and radio performer. 

Survived by his mother, a brother 
in the Canadian Air Force and a 
sister attached to the Royal Air 
Force in England. 

CHARLES BALMER 
Charles Balmer, 75, musician and 


Survived by | 


MARRIAGES 


Lilly Kincler, daughter of Maurice 
Kiacler, film trade reporter, to Arthur 
Pollak, son of Adolph Pollak, film 
veteran, in New York, July 20 next. 


Muriel Robinson to Don Dawson, 
in Regina, Sask., June 28. He's traf- 
fic manager at CKCK, Regina. 

Carolyn Leiberman to Gerald 
Goldberg in Pittsburgh, July 4. She 
was with WB theatre department 
and is a sister-in-law of Harry Kal- 
mine, Warner zone manager in Pitt 
district. 

Isabelle Stuart to William Dan- 
ziger, in New York, July 12. Groom 
is on the Metr> publicity staff, New 
York. 

Kathryn Grayson to John Shelton, 
in Las Vegas, Nev., July 12. Bride 
and groom are screen players. 

Sylvia Weinstein to Max Miller 
July 5, in Buffalo. He’s violinist in 
Tone Carnevale band. 

Marion Irvine to Francis Lederer, 
in Las Vegas, Nev., July 10. He’s the 
and screen actor recently 
divorced by Margo. 

Elizabeth Reitell to Adolph Green, 
June 20, in New York. He’s of The 


program but rather a type of pro- 
gram, The structure of news audi- 
ences vary according to contents of 
the program as well as availability 
of listener. 


The definition of the gestalt is 
valid only for specific programs, not 
for types of programs. 


For example, Quiz Programs, as a 
type, satisfy a number of psycho- 
logical desires, and the primary au- 
dience for specific quiz shows prob- 
ably varies in terms of the desires 
which each one gratifies. Studies 
show that there is a significant dif- 
ference between the audience of In- 
formation Please and that of Pro- 
fessor Quiz. One tends to reach a 
higher-income and higher I Q. 
group than the other. The basic 
appeal of each is obviously differ- 
ent*. 


~* ‘Why People Like the Prof. Quiz Pro- 
gram,’ by Dr. Herta Herzog, Office of 
Radio Research, Columbia University. 


(To be continued next week) 











| Questions Out 
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Revuers; she’s a costume designer. ’ : 
Edith Van Buskirk to Carlton musical fare with unprecedented 
Warren, June 28, at Kent, Conn. | V/8°:. 


Groom is assistant program director 
of WOR, New York. 


Brenda Marshall to William Hol- 
den, in Las Vegas, Nev., July 12. 
Both are film players. 

Kathryn Grayson to John Shelton, 
in Las Vegas, July 12. Both are 
screen players. 


Hazel Caley to Lieut. K. C. Waite, 
in Toronto, July 14. Bride is member 
of Caley Sisters ice-skating team; 
groom a member of the 75th Scottish 
Battalion. 

Hazel H. Hyatt to Carl Benton 
Reid, in Cleveland, July 12. Bride is 
associated with Cleveland Playhouse: 
he’s a legit actor who recently ap- 
peared in ‘The Little Foxes.’ 


Katherine Deere Wiman to Dawson 





C. Glover, in Greenwich, Conn., July 
11. Bride is an actress-daughter of | 
Dwight Deere Wiman, theatrical pro- | 


ducer; he’s circulation manager of | 
Golf magazine. 


Arline Blackbutfn to John J. 
Trimble, in Poundridge, N. Y., July 
12, Bride is a radio and stage actress. 

Alice Craig to Walter Herlihy, in| 
New York, July 12. Bride is a mem- | 
ber of the chorus of ‘Pal Joey’; he’s 
a radio announcer for the Yankee! 
network. 


Carol Irwin to Paul Hollister, this 


week, in Reno. Bride is head of day- 
time radio at Young & Rubicam: he | 








Within the past two weeks three 
new variety packages have been put 
together for network commercials. 
One’s the Lever Bros.’ stanza on CBS 


Saturday mornings, the second, the 
Bob Burns-Campbell Soup combina- 
tion, and the third, Ballentine Ale’s 
entry headed by Milion Berle and 
Charles Laughton. 


Agency buyers admit to the belief 
that a variety show headed by a 
name comic has always been the 
surest way to gather a substantial 
audience from the start but, they 
add, there aren’t many of them with 
accounts that provide enough money 
to allow for such programs. The 
advent of the quiz proved an easy 
way out for the limited talent bank- 
roll, but now that the quiz is in its 
last stages, state the agency men, 
the accounts in the lower money 
brackets will have to resort either to 


dramatic shows of the non-big name | 


calibre or 
sions. 
Too many programs of a given 
type is the sure harbinger of an 
eventual fall-off of that type, nature 
adjusting excesses of all kinds. The 
quiz programs have reached the 
reducto ad absurdum in. recent 
months when the same questions be- 
gan more and more to be heard, 
when the method of presenting be- 
came increasingly complex. Al- 


to straight musical ses- 


is v.p. of J. Stirling Getchell agency. |though the C.A.B. ratings were rea- 





BIRTHS 


sonably good through the winter the 
public—not to mention the trade’s— 
yawns began to grow like the brass 


Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Monter,|'" # Wagnerian overture. 


son, in Santa Monica, July 9. Mother | 
was Anna Stewart, film actress; | 
father is a talent agent. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bert Lahr, son, 
Hollywood, July 12. 
and screen comedian; mother is for- 
mer Mildred Schroeder, of the stage. 

Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Lingle, daugh- 
ter, June 15 in Schenectady, N. Y. 
He’s a member of WGY’s transmit- 
ter engineering staff. 


in 





Mr. and Mrs. Richard Kollmar, 
son, July 11, i1 New York. Mother 


4 = we - Pep Pe Ort pe Romer oor iv: . Py Totirnal- 
| American Broadway columnist and a 


radio commentator; father is stage 
and radio actor. 


Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Dane, 
daughter, June 19, in New York. 
Father is announcer at WOR, New 
York. 





’ 


legit player in his younger 

days, Cooley toured with ‘The Bird 
of Paradise’ for 12 years and subse- 
in his own 


, 


The Skirt Dance,’ 


lin St. Louis of pneumonia. 
Four daughters survive. 
MINNIE FARRELL 


Minnie Farrell, former veteran 


featured by Tony Pastor, died re- 


cently in New York. 





PAUL GOSSETT 
Paul Gossett, 45, operator of a 
film theatre at Lyndon, Kas., com- 
mitted suicide by severing juglar 
vein July 7. 





vaudeville performer, who had been | 


Alonzo, Jenks, 65, former flutist 
with Rochester Little Symphony and 








Syracuse Symphony Orchestra, later 
organizer of Genesee Valley Concert 
Band, died July 5 in Dansville, N. Y. 

Mrs. Charlotte Nelson, 82, mother 
of Al Nelson, general manager of 
KPO-KGO, San Francisco, died in 
Chicago, July 7. 








Guy Livingstone, 37, film projec- 
tionist at Paramount, died July 7 in 
Hollywood. Police called it suicide 
by monoxide. 


6. Father is singer on WLS: mother 


5 and “The Coli-| was Caroline DeZurik, former mem-| juss Saunders 
{seum Grand March,’ died at his home} ber of DeZurik Sisters vocal team. 
| 


| Radio Diagnosis 








| 
| 
| 
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Field Marshal Keitel, Chief of the 
Supreme Command, Heinrich 
Himmler, the Gestapo Head, and 
others.’ 

NO. 2—ISTANBUL-TURKEY—Tur- 
key is keeping one eye on the war 
next door in Greece, and the other 
on developments in Berlin. 


meeting.’ 

In order to define the gestalt of a 
program it is first necessary to iso- 
late the program’s primary audience 
so that the effect of the program 
on this group can be observed. 





News, however, is not a specific 


Father is stage | 


| 
Mr and Mrs. Rusty Gill, son, July 


foreign minister Von Ribbentrop, | 


| Buzz Mayer 


‘There is much speculation as tO) wscaris 
the real motive of Josef Stalin in 
sending Premier Molotov to the) Herbie Holmes Ore 
German capital to talk with Hitler. 
It is agreed generally in Ankara) Gene Rabbitt 
that far-reaching results affecting! Peaches Revue 
the Balkans will come out of the| 





Cash Giveaways Off 
Montreal, July 15. 

Five Quebec millers have appar- 
jently recovered from the fierce 
| rivalry of the past season wherein 
each had a program whose chief ap- 
| peal was its cash giveaway and each 
out-gave the others. 

| ° 

| Flour firms will presumably fol- 
low the examop!c« of Oligivie in spon- 
|soring entertainment. Latter now 


; = a PPP 40°? 209 I - > tee roo 
OP vp, POPP Oe Oe iad | when needea pienty ol neip. 


| Broadcasting Corp. 
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| | Bills Next Week 
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Stan Rucker 4 | Nut House 
(Gay 90's) | Sherdina Walker O 
Dorothy Nesbitt | Ted Blake 


























ye ;Joe Klein 
Hotel Tih Avenue | Gemees Gregg 
i} Evelyn Nellis 
ilda lola iKay Balfe 
| Everett Havdn Milly Bradley 
Betty Donahoe Pat Burns 
Al Devin Casis 
Evergreen Gardens | foe Villella Ore 
Revelers | John Conte 
sam Sweet joe Consolo 
Alice Sone Stu Braden 
Zelda Berry Anne 
Wicked Willies Pines 
Hotel Roosevelt | Howard Becker Ore 
Johnny Kaaihue | Trelon 
Royal Hawiians | Billy Merle Ore 
Hotel Schenley June Collins 


Billy Hinds Ore 
Rita Seaman 


Yacht Club 
|}H Middleman Ore 
|Cy Landry 

Jackie Heller 





Jack Calhoun 





Hotel Wm Penn Manch Gls 
(Continental Bar) | Anne LeVelle 
Wanda | Shirley Heller 


Skvy-Vne 
| Fran Eichler Ore 
Union Grill 
Art Yagello 
Krank Natalsa 


Kennywood Park 


| Nancy Hutson 
|\(‘romwell Sis 


Mike Sandreito 
, Villa Madrid 
New Penn Etzi Covato Ore 
Gay Carlisle Ore Mark Lane 
Bob Lewis Jon Tio 


Kollette & Deane 
Marcia Wayne 
Harriet Brent 
% Jerks 

West View Park 
Benny Burton Orc 
Betty Leee 


Diane & Madeline 
Rhythm Rascals 
Sylvia Martin 
Nixon Cafe 
Al Marisco Ore 
Bob Carter 
Carole & Sherod 
hkretlow Gis 


Babe Rhodes 
Bee Kyle 

















+ 
Nix TA Appeal 
Continued from page lJ 
to pay the Government’s 10% admis- 
sions tax. This is said to total be- 
tween $6,000 and $7,000 and was paid 
in escrow pending the Commission- 
er’s final ruling. 

In its essence, the Commission- 
er’s decision means that any charity 
benefit that pays part of i+s gross to 
TA must pay the Government the 
admissions tax. This, naturally, also 
includes the annual President’s 
Birthday Balls and shows. 

Hearings on the matter have been 
jheld on and off here for six weeks, 
with Jaffee, especially designated 
TA attorney, Alan Corelli, executive 
secretary of TA, and Frank Gillmore 
appearing. 

It’s reported here that the Catho- 
lic Actors Guild, part of TA, has re- 
signed from that organization and 
notified FA that it did not want 
Jaffee to speak for it. 








TA’s Interpretation 

Claiming that he had not vet re- 
ceived the decision of the Commis- 
sioner of Internal Revenue, attorney 
Henry Jaffee claims that the ruling 
can only mean a taxation on benefit 
tickets if TA exacts a percentage of 
a benefit’s gross. 

Jaffee stated that a benefit’s ad- 
missions can remain tax-free if it 
only pays TA a flat fee, same as it 
would pay a flat fee for rental of a 
theatre, auditorium, etc. 


Radio-ASGAP 


——ng ontinued from page 3 


longer insures exciusivity to the So- 
ciety—providing the songsmith first 
places his rights under an employ- 
ment contract with the film studio— 
it’s something else again. There are, 
of course, sundry ifs, ands and buts 
from the ASCAP perspective, and 
the picture companies are not blind 
to the fact there’s justification on 
both sides. Meantime they, the 
filmers, are stymied—and with a 
dwindling b.o. it’s a costly stymie. 
The film men state they’ve been pa- 
tiently awaiting an accord between 
ASCAP and CBS-NBC, just as 
ASCAP and Mutual Broadcasting 
| System entered into a pact. 

Meantime, also, as and when peace 
is finally reached, the music pub- 
lisher will be treated with perhaps 
|a bit more respect from the film end 
| which habitually complained Tin 
Pan Alley was laying down on the 
| plugging job. Hollywood vs. the east 
| has always been a bitter subject, 
and many a studio changed writers 
and publishers when dissatisfaction 
cropped up anent the filmusical ex- 
ploitation of the score. 


Play Out of Town | 


Continued from page 52 =e 


JUMP WITH JOY 









































| His voice is inaudible beyond the 
110th row. 

| Like most revues, the action skips 
along the usual route, but falters in 
|pace and never stays in high for 


|long. Poor staging on the opening 
I nioht ‘timed rm act Sr ~ 
Nor 

late curtain (9:10 p.m.) and 


|did a 
| Ellington’s typical Hollywood en- 
|trance, plus a slow overture, help 
|matters any. And out front was 
‘about as classy an audience as has 
| been in the Mayan for many years. 
iFilm stars were out in finery and 
the usual count of  first-nighters 
decked the pews. A Negro revue 
always whips up an appetite in this 
town since ‘Run Li'l Chillun’ had a 
long run in the same house. This 
one looked like a winner and was 
heavily ballyhooed, but the verdict 
was negative. 

Best of the specialists is a Negro 
trio billed as Pot, Pan and Skillet. 
Their comedy dance routines and 
deadpan grimaces should win them 
recognition after this one quits 
jumping. Best of the song numbers 
is ‘I Got It Bad and That Ain’t Good, 
which has a head start with a catchy 
title. There may be one or two 
others on the popular side, but they'll 
have to build and grow—and they'd 
better hurry. This Dandridge kid 
looks like a comer and with the 
right kind of material and support 
should be heard from. The others 
are just so-so and lack standout 
qualities. 

Revue is a potpourri of song, 
dance and farce, but woefully weak 
on the comedy side. There’s a touch 
of the spiritual, the forte of colored 
performers, and also a body grind. 
Production -imbers whip up the 
fevered enthusiasm of the race, but 
they occur too rarely. : 

Mebbe the piece can be tightened 
and whipped into acceptable form, 
but the chances are against it. Ma- 
terial and cast are off the big time 
beam and ‘the dook’ can’t carry the 
show by himself. [Jack Robbin 
' publishes the score]. Helm. 
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London 





with their showmindedness, custom- 
ers have become more critical, and 
will not be palmed off any turkey 
that comes along. 

Tops are still George Black’s two 
shows, ‘Applesauce’ with steady in- 
take of $18,000, at the London Pal- 
Jadium, and ‘Black Vanities,’ star- 
ring Flanagan and Allen’ with 
Frances Day, at Victoria Palace, 
around $16,000. Both are near ca- 
pacity, with former having edge due 
to its bigger size. 

Firth Shepard also operates two 
musicals which have made consist- 
ent money for him for some time. 
These are ‘Shephard’s Pie’ at 
Princes, and ‘Up and Doing’ at the 
Saville. Former has shot its bolt 
and at $4,000 is folding, to be re- 
placed by new dish, ‘Fun and 
Games,’ the purveyors of which are 
Manning Sherwin, an American who 
prefers to stay here and face it, and 
Douglas Ferber (English). Cast is) 
including Sidney Howard, 
Vera Pearce, Arthur Riscoe, Rich- 
ard Hearne and Carroll Ray, a new- 
comer of whom great things are ex-| 
pected. It opens middle of August | 
after tryout in the sticks. ‘Up and)! 
Doing’ is still way ahead with over | 
$10,000, at, which rate it is good for 
many more months. 

Tennent Has Three 

H. M. Tennent, Ltd., which works 
in conjunction with John C. Wilson 
from New York, have three: ‘The 
Light of Heart’ at Globe, ‘No Time 
for Comedy,’ Haymarket, and Noel 
Coward's ‘Blithe Spirit’ at Piccadilly. 
‘Heart,’ which has come back to the 
Globe after profitable tour in the 
sticks, is new version which stars 
Emlyn Williams, the author. Most 
people prefer original version with 
Godfrey Tearle. Show has grabbed 
as high as $3,000, but now near 
$2,000, and folding shortly. Will be 
replaced by ‘The Nutmeg Tree,’ by 
Margery Sharp, English, who wrote 
it in American vein for Broadway ' 
consumption, where it played a sea- 
son ago as ‘Lady in Waiting’ with 
cast headed by Gladys George. Show 
has been rewritten for England.| 
S. N. Behrman’s ‘No Time for Com- | 
edy’ is still making money at $3,000, 
although it has often exceeded $4,- | 
000, and is staying on. To date the | 
author has contributed over $8,000 
to British war charities. Coward's | 
‘Blithe Spirit,’ just opened at the 
Piccadilly, has all the earmarks of a| 
hit. Two weeks’ tryout at Manches- | 
ter and Leeds brought in respec- | 
tively $10,000 and $7,200. 


New revue that’s season’s click-| 
eroo is ‘Rise Above It,’ by Leslie | 
Julian Jones, with numbers by Man- | 


ning Sherwin and Val Guest. It's | 


trong 
sirone 
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| film. 


| week's 


Amusements Socko 








hit. If show does materialize, it will 
be done in conjunction with David 
Henley, local head of Myron Selz- 
nick office. Bound to have provin- 
cial tryout before hitting town. 

Minor happenings are another re- 
vival of ‘Chu Chin Chow’ at the Pal- 
ace; also talk of Payne-Jennings & 
Killick’s revival of Fred and Adele 
Astire’s 10-year-old musical, ‘Lady 
Be Good’; Eugene O’Neill’s ‘Desire 
Under the Elms,’ which Rosalinde 
Fuller intends to try out: in the 
stciks before venturing in the West 
End. Kunneke’s oldie, ‘Cousin 
From Nowhere,’ is also being tried 
out by Bruce Carfax, with London 
as its final destination. 

With all show biz’s activities in 
the West End, it seems surprising 
that vaude has been cold-shouldered 
in the last two years, with not a 
vaude house open. Jack Davis, local 
10%er, has been trying hard to per- 
suade Tom Bostock, head of the 
Adelphi, to reopen this Strand spot 
with variety, but Bostock’s experi- 
ment a few seasons ago with such a 
policy under the aegis of George 
Black is far from a pleasant mem- 
ory. Now Lucien Sammet has an 
idea he might try this policy at the 
Phoenix, figuring he is about ripe 
for a hit after his many flops. 

‘Gone’ Tops Pix 

There’s nothing outstanding in 
picture theatres to counteract the 
heat wave, with attendances off. 


/Only house withstanding adverse 


conditions is Metro’s smallie, Ritz, 
with ‘Gone With the Wind,’ now in 
its 74th week in the West End, in- 
cluding eight weeks at Metro’s other 
house, Empire, and seven at the 
Palace. Still displaying ‘house full’ 
signs, twice daily, to $6,000 per 
week. Ritz is very much behind on 
quota, and to catch up is including 
‘Busman’s Honeymoon,’ Metro-made 
English epic, and another English 
Upshot of it is, last house 
customers are given over seven 
hours of celluloid, which is proving 
trying too many. 

Paramount’s ‘I Wanted Wings,’ 
having dual premiere at Par’s Plaza 
and Carlton, is expected to last four 
and eight weeks, respectively. Ini- 
tial stanza, despite all drawbacks, 
grossed, respectively, $12,000 and 
$8,000. If intensive heat gives out 
it’s likely to comply withgschedule. 

Metro’s ‘Men of Boys Town’ at 
Empire, is in second week, with first 
intake below $14,000, which 
warrants holdover. ‘Nice Girl’ (U), 
at Odeon, was in for two weeks, and 
stretched another week on its own 
legitimate pull. Copped average of 
$9,000 in three weeks, good. Could 


plenty blue in spots, with some ma-| have stayed fourth week, but house 








terial already ordered out by the 
Lord Chamberlin. Killick and de 
Lion are presenting it at the Com- 
edy, and raking in the shekels. 
Started to- $4,000, which means 
plenty standees, and dropped to $3,- 
500, which still gives it hefty profit. 
Looks good for 12 months, and even 
longer with new edition. 

Two opera seasons are playing si- 
multaneously in the West End and 
both doing well. 
Carte at the Savayw and thee} 
SSE SR 
has been as high as $9,600, but heat 
has downed it to $8,000, which is 
still good. Season has been extend- 
ed. Wells Opera folding this week 
after eight weeks, averaging $4,000 
weekly. Theatre opens with fort- 
night’s revival of ‘King John,’ then 


with house using orchestra out of 
profits made from opera and ballet 
season Just terminating. 


‘Cottage’ Moderate 

Revival of ‘Cottage to Let’ at 
Wyndham’s is doing moderately, 
never exceeded $4,000, and now 
closing to less. O’Bryen, Linnet & 
Dunfee, presenting ‘Cottage,’ 
bringing ‘Quiet Weekend,’ sequel to 
Quiet Wedding,’ by Esther Mc- 
Cracken, who authored both, to this 
house after provincial run. ‘Me and 
My Girl, just revived at Coliseum 
after provincial run, will gross $8,000 
Which, with cheap cast, is still 
Profit-yielding. 

Besides the aforementioned new 
hephard musical, only other leg 
show scheduled for West End is the 
Jack Hylton-Stanley Lupino-Bill 
Mollison musical, ‘Lady Behave,’ 
which is having :ts tryout in Man- 
Chester and is due at His Majesty's 
middle of July. From reports, show 
is best thing Lupino has done to 
date. H. M. Tennent, Ltd., is also 
keen on presenting Vivien Leigh in 
the West En, and would like it to 
be in ‘Claudia.’ Tennent is awaiting 
word from John Golden and Rose 
Franken, producer and author, re- 
‘pectively, of the current Broadway 





These are D‘Oyly | 
OR, “oat Of 


Former | 


are | 


committed to ‘Pimpernel 
| (British National). 
| playing “Western Union’ (20th), to 
|'mediocre response. Once ~ again 
proving that West Enders not inter- 
ested in American biographies. Pre- 


Smith’ 
Gaumont dis- 


vious flops were ‘Union Pacific’ and | 


the Edison series, although in latter 
there were star values in 
Spencer Tracy and Mickey Rooney. 
Not likely to exceed $5,000, if that. 

‘ With Londoners 


cases 


having experi- 
‘SOHAL MphAtiy alerts, one 
| would imagine that lull time would 
| be made good use of to catch up on 
| wakeful nights. But judging from 
business done at hotels and bottle 
Peeaerrray Londoners have either got 
|out of the sleeping habit, or are too 


} 
| hot, under present heat wave condi- 


filled mostly with men about town, 
| with only difference they are now in 
|uniform, instead of civvies. Also 
; goodly portion of butter and egg 
|men who, although not making such 
fabulous fortunes as in the previous 
shindig, have plenty to spend, with 
heaps of time in which to spend it. 
Most of the latter, unlike in the last 
war, have no family or wifely re- 
sponsibilities, most of these having 
| been evacuated abroad or far from 
the metropolis. Result for the 
stronger sex is ennui and loneliness 
which they try to drown in these 
|night spots, and some of them are 
| succeeding admirably, although the 
| process is making big dents in their 
| pockets. 


Rationing 

Important thing that’s helping the 
hotels is rationing scheme, which has 
made eating at home anything but a 
pleasure. Places such as the Savoy, 
Berkeley, Dorchester, Grosvenor 
| House and Piccadilly hotel, don’t 
need floor shows to entice ’em. Best 
inducement is now the menu and 
smokes, which may be unobtainable 
elsewhere, but always to be gotten 
at hotels. Savoy and Berkeley, for 
old time’s sake, have cabaret once 





|per week, and do a capacity trade. 
place 


Only that , has 


: | tion, to sl se niteries ill | 
Sadler’s Wells Ballet returns for run, | ae, SO ee aeke RENNES he. eee 


nightly floor! 


than ever. The 400, once the ace 
of them all, has declined in favor. 
Some claim it’s due to death of its 
host, Martinus Poulsen, who was 
very popular among the night hawks. 
This spot has been replaced in popu- 
larity by Le Suivi, a comparative 
newcomer, which is drawing all the 
town’s _ socialites. The Cocoanut 
Grove, operated by Diana Ward, has 
steady clientele who go there in 
either civvies, soup and fish, and 
even battle dress. Run on strict 
lines, with leg show and Miss Ward 
often entertaining. Nut House, in 
which Al Burnett entertains nightly, 
and has a third interest, is doing 
even better since it was blitzed out 
of Soho into Regent street. It’s 32 
feet underground and is never so 
quiet that one can hear a bomb drop. 
It’s making easy money for Alma 
Warren and Burnett, partners in the 
venture. 

If further proof is necessary that 
bottle parties are making plenty 
jeck, best evidence can be found by 
fact there is quite a few reopenings 
down for consideration. Most im- 
portant is the Embassy, due for re- 
vival in early August by same man- 
agement as the 400. Another is the 
ritzy Gargoyle, operated by the Hon. 
David Tennant. Spot has been closed 
since last September. The Paradise 
club, shuttered by the police over a 
year, is another due for a comeback. 
‘Goodie’ Godfrey, who used to op- 
erate the El Morocco, is looking over 
the once-famed Silver Slipper, in 
Regent street, which in its declining 
days was renamed the Slip In. 

But the above do not complete by 
any means the spots for pleasure- 
seeking Londoners. Dog-racing takes 
place daily, with most days two 
tracks at least, with six on Satur- 
days. It’s amazing to see the many 
thousands at every track, with every 
race track jammed. No sign of war; 
only fights to get to the ‘Tote’ to 
strike the bet before the dogs are 
‘off.’ 

The nightly gambling parties are 
still more rampant than ever, al- 
ways in the neighborhood of May- 
fair and Belgravia. Many a big shot 
has been reputed to have lost as high 
as $50,000 at one sitting. But still 
the game goes on. 


EX-RINGLING EMPLOYE 








Worcester, Mass., July 15. 

Ringling circus pulled out of here 
early Friday (11) morning for Hart- 
ford with plenty of headaches— 
brought about by 
former employe, serious injuries to 
a current worker, a shortage of ex- 
perienced labor and a_ delayed 
matinee. 

Thomas Puckett, 28, of Clarendon, 
S. C., was crushed to death while 
the circus was loading to leave. He 
| apparently was attempting to cross 
|a flat car to another string of freight 





|cars when he was hit by a rolling 
wagon loaded with poles. Alex 
Kaner, superintendent of horses, 


said Puckett had left the big top in 
Cincinnati a month William 
- > vil 51, of Decatur, Ind., with 
the organization for 20 years, suf- 
fered severe back injuries when he 
fell in the railroad yard as train was 
leaving. He was taken to hospital. 

Train was three hours late reach- 
ing Worcester from Fall River, 
Mass., a hop of only 55 miles. Cars 
were shunted to siding so U. S. de- 
fense trains could have right of way. 
|As result, matinee was 
| more than an hour and it was well 
|after 6 p.m. before audience left the 
tent. 


ago. 








Buffalo, July 15. | 
When Dick Ryan and his partner, | 
Joseph Demarest, rodeo promoters, | 


west show which did not put in an| 


warrants sworn out by purchasers | 
in connection with other ticket sales | 
were served upon them. 

Both pleaded innocent and a week’s 


adjournment was taken so that all 


the same time. 





Everett Ralston, arranger for Or- 
rin Tucker, left to join Army, neces- 
sitating a trip from Totem Pole Ball- 
room, Auburndale, Mass., where 
band closed, to Los Angeles, where 
he registered. His home is in Rock- 
ford, UL 





show is Mayfair hotel, and still | 
claims it’s an inducement. 
Bottle parties are doing better 


CRUSHED TO DEATH 


the death of a} 


delayed | 


SS 














UA’s 








lsum was sufficient to buy into a 
tremendous number of houses, as 
there could be additional local 
financing. 

Reason for the all-out campaign 


is UA’s difficulty in obtaining sat- 
isfactory playing time in suitable 
houses. ‘Sometimes we resent the 
runaround,’ he remarked. 

| ‘We feel,’ he declared, ‘that we can 





show our pictures to better advan- | 


CARRILLO MCS INTL 


ltage than other exhibitors. We 
'know the product and can give it 
| the proper treatment for best re- 
sults.’ 

UA, once before in its 22-year ex- 
istence, was tied up with theatre 
operation. That was in the United 
Artists Theatre Circuit, although 
Kelly carefully differentiated be- 
tween that and the present setup. 
UA as a company had no interest 
whatsoever in United Artists The- 
atres, he pointed out. Its only in- 





Music Hall—UA’s Ist Rur 


In making his announcement 
of United Artists theatre-buying 
activity yesterday (Tuesday), 
Arthur Kelly hedged on com- 
pany’s intentions about obtain- 
ing a first-run on Broadway. 


‘We already,’ he remarked 
facetiously, ‘have a first run— 
the Music Hall.’ He said that 
the Rivoli was available for pur- 
chase but indicated UA wasn’t 
interested in it. 

Possibility is seen that one of 
the minor (Brandt) houses will 
be acquired and rebuilt, as 
Kelly stressed that only 1,000 
1,200 seaters are desired. , 








terest derived from the fact that 
some of its owners were also large 
investors in the circuit. On the 
other hand, it will actually be UA 
itself which now goes out and ob- 
tains houses. 

Buckley to Operate 

Harry Buckley, UA v.p. and a 
former theatre man, will be in 
charge of theatre operation for the 
company, Kelly said. He asserted 
that the intention is to obtain as 
many first-runs as possible as show- 
cases for UA product, but where 
necessary to get proper representa- 
tion in key cities UA will also take 
second and subsequent run houses 
when the circuits being «acquired 
own them as well as first-runs. 

UA may not operate the theatres 
itself in every case, Kelly said, but 
in the majority of situations is seek- 
ing managing and operating control. 
However, in some spots ‘where we 
believe in the exhibitor,’ he said, 
‘we may buy in only to the extent 
of 25%.’ 

Circuit will not go into competi- 
tion with RKO, Loew’s and other 
major chains, UA mahatma stated, 
or wherever it feels it is now getting 
a fair break in the exhibition of its 
pictures. 

‘We will feel justified, however,’ 
avowed Kelly, ‘in making inroads in 
those situations where we cannot get 
satisfactory runs.’ 
| Extended Ruas 
| Houses acquired, so far as pos- 
| sible, will be small ones of about 
| 1,200-seats, said Kelly. Desire is 
ito get theatres with low operating 
| overhead so that maximum possible 
| runs can be milked from pictures, he 
explained. 
| Some of the theatres obtained will 





be rebuilt, Kelly indicated, while 
others may even be built from the 
ground up by the company. Stress- 


| ing the aim to keep ’em small—1,000 


'seaters in some cases—he declared 


|‘We don’t want to build memorials 
More Rodeo Beefs I to ourselves.’ 


to obtain theatres, Kelly indicated, | 








Theatre Circuit | 


- Continued from page 1 








solidating its interests in the 250- 
theatre Odeon Circuit in England. 
Activity in this regard will consist 
of seeing that it is properly financed, 
as mortgages are required and war 
conditions make it impossible to 
float them publicly as before. 

UA directors have also ordered a 
survey of South America, Kelly said, 


| with the aim of widening theatre op- 


erations down there. 





SHOW IN NORTHWEST 


Portland, Ore., July 15. 
Leo Carrillo is here as m.c. of 
‘International Fiesta,’ three-day 
jamboree for annual convention of 





| Pacific Coast Law Enforcement Of- 


ficials. Show opened yesterday (14) 
with a parade at noon, Carrillo as 
grand marshal. Multnomah Stadium, 
big downtown field, is stage for 
three nightly performances by Ca- 


|nadian, Mexican and American tal- 


ent. Program under direction of 
|Ted Gamble, owner-manager of 
| ° . 

Capitol theatre, and Police Chief 





| 


} 
' 
| 


Harry M. Niles. 


Took a lot of personal goodwilling 
by Chief Niles to get the Mexican 
entourage out of Mexico City. 
Seems the police there are also army 
men and they didn’t want their 
army traveling. Niles made a per- 
sonal call on the Mexican president, 
and he got the famous Mexican 
police-army. Their daredevil motor- 
cycle riders stopped the show. 


Canada sent Air Raid Precautions 
Wardens from British Columbia, 
who had been trained under real 
war action in London, to do a turn 
in a mock air raid when planes from 
Portland’s army air base ‘attacked’ 
the stadium. 

Rest was an international variety 
show. 
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plenty of coin, all right, but in the 
process they are losing vacations and 
much of the time they would ordi- 
narily have off. 

Result is seen in the abnormal 
pattern of what influx there is to the 
city. Whereas it used to be a seven- 
day affair, business is now strictly 
Saturday-Sunday. Weekdays are 
painfully slow, while the weekends 
are tremendous. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, two days can’t make up for 
what used to be done in seven. 

Two of the surest checking points 


{on tourist biz are Radio City and 


the Empire State Building. Strange 


| phenomena were that while they ex- 


| perienced 15% 


| last season, June was off 26%. 


more patronage dur- 
ing May of this year than they did 
There 
has been an upturn in July which 


|it is hoped may bring tourist biz at 


the two points up to that of 1940. 


|Figures take in the $1 trip to the 
| top of the Empire State and the NBC 


(50c) and Radio City ($1) tours. 
Rubberneck agencies, ano.v.her 


} Standard checking point on tourist 


} 


biz, are said to be doing 30% less 
than last year. They’re doing bet- 


| ter than the pre-Fair seasons, how- 


| duction 


Policy will be single features } 
wherever competition makes it pos- 
sible, said the exec, and use of 


UA product xciusively as far as 
feasible. Shortages and double-fea- 


both of Hollywood, were arraigned}t re situations will naturally make 
in city court here on a charge Of! some outside product a requisite, he 
larceny for selling tickets to a wild | explained. 


UA owners have been figuring for 


appearance, a number of additional) 4 jong time on theatre acquisitions, 


Kelly disclosed, and even tried to 
obtain the United Artists Circuit. 
This was given up, however, when it 
was ascertained that management 
control couldn’t be had because of 


complaints may be disposed of at) partnership deals into which the cir- 


| cuit had entered. 


Worldwide Bldg. 

Along with the domestic theatre 
plan, Kelly disclosed a quickening of 
| exhibition activity around the world. 
| In addition to the theatre in Cape- 
town, South Africa, vhich UA an- 
| nounced last week it would become 
}a partner in, “elly said UA is con- 





| Lasky to 


ever, and hold that biz isn’t so bad 
considering. 











! 


| Jesse Lasky 
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had spoken to them. 
biography in sight was 
fered him for production. 

A couple years ago, the vet pro- 
exec’s friends recalled, 
Hollywood was a ‘has- 
After 25 years in films, most 
of it in charge of production for 
Famous Players-Lasky and Para- 
mount Publix, producer attempted a 
comeback via ‘Gateway to Holly- 
wood’ radio show, searching for film 
talent. 

Now, with the words of Hoily- 
wood’s oldest adage ringing in his 
ears, ‘You're as good as your last 
picture,’ Lasky is in great demand. 
His ‘Sergeant York,’ an idea which 
he had nursed for years, is in high 


And every 
being of- 


been.’ 


| gear at the b.o. and has been almost 


universally okayed by the critics. 
Lasky returned to the Coast from 

New York last week with financing 

for three more pictures. Whether he 


| will continue with WB, which ts re- 


leasing ‘York,’ or will change his 


| affiliation, will depend upon the of- 


fers, Lasky said, although he would 
prefer to remain, with, Warner,y. 
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HIS ORCHESTRA 


ed 
Du oon 





Featuring 


EUGENIE BAIRD x JOHNNY McAFEE . 





pot! 


On VICTOR BLUEBIRD Records 


“LET'S D0 ig sold over 80,000 records. 


“MARIE ELENA” and “GREEN EYES” in the top ten. 
Current favorites—’BRAGGIN" "PARADIDDLE JOE” 
“VE GOT YOU UNDER MY SKIN” and “DINAH”. 


fcOIDESL cou 


120,000 people in two days at HAMID’S MILLION 
DOLLAR PIER, Atlantic City, breaking all time 
record. Duplicating this record in leading ball- 
rooms consistently during current tour. 


heniot! 





JOHNNY (Paradiddle Joe) MORRIS 


feo tf 


In THEATRES 


Sensational run at NEW YORK’S PARAMOUNT — 
slated for return. Broke records in leading 
theatres in the South and booked for important 
theatres in the East, Middle West and West. 


", Dt! For COLLEGES 


A proven favorite and booked to return to many 
colleges such as WILLIAM & MARY, DUKE, 
BOWDOIN, HARVARD, BROWN, Universities of 
MARYLAND, SOUTH and NORTH CAROLINA. 


For HOTELS — 30 consecutive weeks at the LINCOLN, New York—with 6 NBC network broadcasts weekly 
NOW ON A RECORD BREAKING TOUR WITH ENGAGEMENTS TO INCLUDE; 


EASTWOOD GARDENS—Detroit 
CAPITOL THEATRE—Washington 
CEDAR POINT—Sandusky, Ohio 


MANHATTAN BEACH—New York 
EARLE THEATRE—Philadelphia 
HIPPODROME THEATRE—Baltimore 


CANADIAN EXPOSITION—Toronto 


Personal Representative—CY SHRIBMAN 


NEW YORK 
Rockefeller Plaze 


HOLLYWOOD 


(Exclusive Management) 


7, a>) om We 
> _ CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS INC. 
: ry 


CHICAGO L- 
3 N Michigan Ave 
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